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TO  return  to  Weft  Florida  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  Mifliflippi,  after 
this  long  digfeffion  on  the  weft,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  firft  volume,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention  moft  of  the 
remarkable  places,  rivers,  bays,  &c.  be- 
VoL,  II.  B  gining 


2  A  Tour  in  the 

ginning  at  Apalachicola  River,  being  the 
eaflern  boundary  of  the  province. 

The  Apalachicola  derives  its  fource,  in 
the  province  of  South  Carolina,  near  the 
heads  of  the  rivers  Alatamaha,  Savannah, 
Santee,  and  Cherokee  or  Holfton  ;  it  is 
formed  by  two  large  branches,  the  eafiern 
is  the  Flint  River,  and  the  weftern  is 
Cattahouachee  River. 

Each  of  thefe  branches  have  feveral  very 
large  water- courles  falling  into  them,  and 
on  their  banks  are  the  different  towns 
of  the  upper,  middle,  and  lower  Creek 
nations,  a  particular  defcription  and  even 
the  recapitulation  of  the  names  of  which 
v/ould  be  only  tirefome  and  difagreeable. 

From  the  fource  of  the  Flint  River, 
and  Cattahouachee  River,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Apalachicola  is  about  fix  hundred 
miles  in  a  direct  line,  and  perhaps  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  including  the  meanders. 

The  Apalachicola  enters  the    gulf  of 

Mexico   in  twenty-nine   deg.    forty-three 

min.  N.  lat.  and  fifteen  miles  N.  E.  from 

Cape  Efcondido,  or  St.  Bias. 

There 


tJnited  States  of  America*  g   , 

There  Is  fome  difficulty  In  finding  this 
opening,  becaufe  of  the  number  of  iflands 
and  lakes  before  and  about  it,  and  although 
it  is  a  noble  river,  whofe  mouth  forms 
a  fpacious  harbour,  yet  it  has  not  more 
than  the  depth  of  two  and  a  half,  or  three 
fathoms  of  water  at  moft,  over  the  bar, 
but  within  it  is  very  deep  and  large. 

The  tide  flows  higher  up  in  this  river 
than  in  any  other  on  the  coaft,  viz.  about 
fifty  miles* 

The  country  here  is  a  perfect  level,  and 
there  Is  perceived  a  double  current  on  this 
coaft,  one  from  the  weft,  and  another  from 
the  fouth,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico. 

Proceedmg  weft  from  hence,  the  next 
is  the  bay  of  St.  Andrew  ;  then  the  bay  of^ 
St.  Jofeph,  which  is  about  thirteen  miles 
long,  and  eight  wide,  and  has  very  good 
anchorage  in  four,five  or  fix  fathoms  water. 

Weft  of  this  is  the  bay  of  Santa  Rofa, 
which  is  large  and  extenfive. 

The  next    is   the   road   of  Penfacola, 

which  is  one  of  the  beft  in  all  the  gulf  of 

B  2  Mexico^ 
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Mexico,    and    veflels    can   lie   in    fafety 
therein  againfl  every  kind  of  wind. 

The  bottom  is  fandy,  but  mixed  vvith 
fhells,  and  is  excellent  for  anchorage  :  the 
bay  is  capable  of  containing  a  great  number 
of  {hips,  and  ha:s  fufficient  depth  of  water, 
there  being  never  lefs  than  twenty-one 
feet  over  the  bar,  in  the  middle  of  the 
channel. 

The  tides  are  irregular  here,  as  well  as 
upon  all  the  reft  of  this  coaft.  All  that 
has  been  remarked  is,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours  the  tide  ebbs  out  of  the 
harbour  from  eighteen  to  nineteen  hours, 
and  is  from  five  to  fix  hours  flowing  back 
again,  and  the  greateft  difference  that  hath 
been  found  between  high  and  low  water 
is  about  three  feet,  on  certain  days  lefs,  at 
other  times  without  increafe  or  diminu- 
tion, although  the  currents  are  changing 
daily,  but  with  no  regularity. 

The  town  of  Penfacola  is  fituated 
ina  fandy  fterile  foil,  and  is  a  fmall  dif- 
agreeable  place. 

9  But  ^ 
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But  the  fined:  bay  in  all  Tlorida,  or  in- 
deed in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  is  that  of 
Mobile,  which  forms  a  moft  noble  and 
fpaclous  harbour,  fix  miles  broad,  run- 
ning thirty  miles  north,  and  to  the  feveral 
mouths  of  the  Alibama  or  Mobile  River, 
and  the  Alibamous.  It  affords  very  good 
anchorage,  and  is  capable  of  containing  the 
whole  Britifh  navy. 

The  river  Mobile  or  Alibama  is  formed 
by  five  confiderable  rivers,  which  alfo  take 
their  rife  among  the  Chickefaws,  Upper 
Creeks,  and  Cherokee  nations,  running 
three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  a  direct 
courfe,  and  with  its  meanders  above  fix 
hundred. 

This  river  confifts  of  two  large  princi- 
pal branches,  each  of  which  is  divided  into, 
or  formed  by  many  others.  The  Weftern 
branch  is  properly  the  Mobile ;  the  Eaft, 
which  is  the  largeft,  is  named  the  Ali- 
bama, or  Alibamous, 

The  Mobile  or  weftern  branch  is  formed 

by   the    rivers   Sookhanatcha,  the  Tum- 

l:iicbe,  and  the  Tafcaloofa,  the  two  laffc 
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of  which  take  their  rife  in  the  Chickefaw 
nation. 

Weft  of  the  firft  is  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, running  nearly  north  and  fouth, 
parallel  to  the  river. 

And  to  weftward  ftill  of  thefe  moun- 
tains is  Dog  River  and  Roebuck  River, 
which  fall  into  the  Mobile,  about  fifty 
miles  below  the  jundion. 

The  Alibama  is  formed  by  the  Cabo, 
the  Pataga  Nahchee,  the  Great  Koofah, 
and  the  Okwhufke  Rivers,  which  take 
their  rife  in  the  country  of  the  Upper 
Creeks,  and  Over-hills  Cherokees. 

The  conjundion  of  thefe  large  branches 
is  above  eighty  or  ninety  miles  above 
point  Mobile. 

The  only  confiderable  rivers  weft  of  the 
Mobile  is  the  Pafquagoula  River,  and 
Pearl  River,  both  of  which  are  navigable 
for  a  great  diftance,  and  take  their  rife 
between  the  Chodaw  and  Chickefaw 
nations,  being  compofed  of  a  number 
pf  beautiful  branches,  and  delightful 
fivulets,     running   through    the    richeft 

landsj 
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lands,  and  moft  charming  country  in  the 
world. 

The  Chodaws,  or  Fkt-headed  Indians, 
live  on  thefe  laft  mentioned  rivers,  and 
have  a  vaft  number  of  fine  towns  and 
excellent  plantations,  being  more  inclined 
to  agriculture  than  any  other  Indian  na- 
tion on  the  continent.  They  are  a  ftrong 
^nd  powerful  nation,  for  Indians,  but  not 
addided  to  war,  and  are  very  peaceable 
and  well  difpofed. 

However  they  are  generally  at  variance 
with  the  Creek  nations,  betwixt  whom 
and  thefe  there  has  long  fubiifted  an  he- 
reditary enmity. 

They  are  more  numerous  than  the 
Creeks,  being  able  to  bring  five  thoufand 
warriors  into  the  field  ;  but  the  Creeks  are 
much  the  moll  warlike  nation. 

The  Cho^taws  or  Flat-heads  are  named 
fo  from  having  their  foreheads  flattened 
in  their  infancy,  by  a  fmall  bag  of  fand 
,  compreffed  on  their  foreheads  while  they 
are  at  the  breaft,  when  they  are  tied  on  a 
board  with  a  hole  cut  tlirqiigb  it  for  the 
B  4  back 
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back  parts  of  their  heads,  and  while  the 
cranium  is  foft  enough  to  be  fufceptible  of 
the  impreflion,  which  is  continued  con- 
flantly  until  the  bones  become  of  a  firmer 
contexture,  and  retain  the  flatnefs,  occa- 
fioned  by  this  preflure,  always  afterwards. 

This  gives  them  a  more  difagreeable  ap- 
pearance, and  hideous  afped:  than  any 
other  nation,  and  they  fuffer  more  of  their 
hair  to  remain  on  their  heads  than  any 
other  Indians  do,  who  generally  keep  it  all 
pulled  out  by  the  roots,  excepting  a  cir- 
cular fpot  of  about  three  inches  diameter, 
exadlly  on  the  back  part  of  the  crown  of 
the  head,  only  the  women,  who  com- 
monly wear  all  their  hair  without  pulling 
any  of  it  out. 

Weft  Florida  was  in  a  very  flourifhing 
condition,  for  an  infant  country  ;  the  fet- 
tlements  increafed  fo  faft  on  the  Miffiffippj, 
that  had  we  not  ceded  the  whole  province 
to  Spain,  it  is  imagined  the  capital  muft 
have  been  removed  from  Penfacola,  to  a 
place  named  Monchack,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mifliflippi ;  and  had  this  been  done 

before 
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before  the  war,  the  Spaniards  would  cer- 
tainly have  found  greater  difficulty  in 
making  aconqueftof  this  fine  province,  if 
they  had  been  able  to  have  efte*3:ed  it  at 
all,  which  is  indeed  extremely  doubtful. 

The  higheft  of  our  fettlements  on  the 
river  Miffiffippi  is  the  Natches; 

The  fertility  of  the  foil  upon  this  river  is 
indeed  aftonilhing,  and  appears  incredible 
to  one  who  has  never  been  on  the  Miffif- 
fippi. Mr.  Edmond  Gray  removed  there 
from  St.  John's  River  in  Eafl;  Florida  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-four,  w^ith  fix  hands  (or  ilaves), 
and  made  a  crop  the  fame  year  of  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, 
with  hand  hoes  only,  and  alfo  cleared  the 
ground  from  the  woods,  befides  conftrud:- 
ing  temporary  habitations  (log  houfcs)  to 
refide  in.  Land  was  alfo  at  that  time 
remarkably  cheap  to  purchafe. 

Their  commodities  are  Indian  corn, 
provifions,  indigo,  and  lumber. 

Their  indigo  bears  a  higher  price  than 
any  other,  excepting  that  of  St.  Domingo 

or 
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or  Hifpaniola,  from  the  fuperior  ricbnels 
and  fertility  of  the  foil  on  which  it  is  pro- 
duced, and  they  generally  make  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  weight  a  Ihare,  that  is, 
for  each  Have  they  work  in  the  culture 
of  it. 

The  country  is  healthy,  efpecially  about 
the  Natches,  with  a  moft  delightful  happy 
climate,  the  fummers  temperate,  and  the 
\v inters  mild. 

There  are  judged  to  be  above  twelve 
hundred  families  in  Wefl  Florida,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  are  fettled  on  the 
Miffiflippi-  And  the  mod  numerous  na- 
tions of  Indians  on  the  continent  are,  in 
this  part  of  America,  of  feveral  of  which 
I  have  already  given  fome  account. 

From  Penfacoia  to  New  Orleans  is 
above  one  hundred  miles,  to  Manchack 
one  hundred  and  eighty,  to  Natches  two 
hundred,  to  Yaflbus  two  hundred  and, 
twenty,  and  to  St.  Auguftine'  about  three 
hundred  and  twenty  miles. 

CHAP- 
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CHAP.    L. 

Eaji  Florida,  Rivers.  Apalache.  St.  John's  River.  St. 
Auguftine.  Journey  by  Land.  Defcription  of  the 
RiverSy  Country ^  and  Di/lances.  JMufquitto  River. 
Indian  Tcivns. 

DURING  the  whole  of  this  voyage 
hitherto  we  had  been  fo  fortunate 
as  to  be  favoured  with  the  fineft  weather 
imaginable,  and  had  fcarcely  been  out  of 
fight  of  land;  fometimesindeedfovery  near 
it  that  one  might  have  pitched  a  bifcuit  on 
Ihore,  and  fometimes  remaining  two  or 
three  days  in  one  place,  at  leaft  with  our 
veffel  only,  for  on  fuch  occafions  we  would 
frequently  ramble  a  great  diftance  from 
the  fpot  where  we  landed. 

Throughout  this  very  delightful  voyage 
J  frequently  took  great  pleafure  in  con- 
templating on  the  rich  and  bountiful  hand 
of  nature  :  for  let  me  caft  my  eyes  which 
way  I  pleafed,  I  was  equally  attraded 
with  a  view  of  the  moft  ravifhing  pro- 
fpeds. 

The 
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The  fhore  level,  rifing  gradually  into 
eminences  clothed  with  the  fineft  ver- 
dure, and  moil  beautiful  fpontaneous  pro- 
ductions promifcuouuy  interfperfed,  as 
mulberry,  cedar  both  red  and  white,  cy- 
prefs,  cocoa,  vanella,  maho,  tupelo,  faf- 
fafrafs,  live-oak,  and  cabbage-trees,  &c. 
the  laft  towering  with  their  round  tops 
above  the  reft,  as  if  confcious  of  its  fupe- 
riority,  and  fovereign  dignity. 

I  alfo  qbferved  along  this  coaft  feveral 
plots  of  ground,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
be  like  clumps  or  clufters  of  trees,  and  a 
kind  of  houfes  furrounded  with  pleafant 
gardens  and  corn. 

Soon  after,  we  arrived  at  St.  Mark  de 
Apalache,  in  Eaft  Florida,  on  the  northera 
extremity  of  the  bay  of  Apalaches,  four- 
teen miles  diftant  from  the  fea,  on  the 
north-eaft  fide  of  the  river  of  Apalache,  or 
St.  Mark's. 

This  place  is  exceedingly  healthful  and 
pleafant,  ftanding  on  the  Hope  of  a  hill,  and 
has  been  tolerably  regular,  being  built  of 
ftone,  excepting  fome  few  barackas. 

There 
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There  is  alfo  the  appearance  of  the 
exterior  parts  of  the  town  having  been 
fortified  in  the  Spanitli  mode,  rather  as  a 
defence  I  fuppofe  againft  the  natives  than 
Europeans  ;  but  the  whole  at  prefent  is  in 
aftate  of  utter  ruin. 

From  the  excellent  and  central  fitua- 
tion  of  this  fine  port  it  might  carry  on  a 
good  trade  in  its  own  river,  &c.  and  inte- 
rior parts,  as  far  as  the  Apalachean  moun- 
tains, was  it  properly  fettled. 

Indeed  I  underftand  it  did  fo  in  the: 
time  of  the  Spaniards,  and  was  then  looked 
upon  to  carry  on  more  commerce  than  all 
the  other  fettlements  in  Florida  put  to- 
gether. 

There  was  once  a  pearl  fifhery  in  this 
bay,  and  there  is  faid  to  be  a  filver  mine 
fome  confiderable  diilance  up  this  river, 
at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  named  Yamezee. 
Apalache  or  Ogelagena  river  enters  the 
bay  of  Apalache  about  forty  miles  to  the 
'  eafliward  of  Apalachioola  River,  and  rifes 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from 

the  fea,  in  the  confines  of  Georgia. 

It 
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It  is  not  known  to  receive  any  river  of 
note  in  all  its  courfe,  until  it  comes  near 
the  bay,  when  one  confiderable  river 
named  Tagabona  enters  into  it. 

The  Apalache  is  a  very  fine  river,  and  its 

entrance  forms   a  large  bay,   which  has 

fome  fhallows  and  rocks  ftretching   out 

from  the  land,  but  in  the  middle  there  is 

five  fathom  water. 

The  courfe  into  the  mouth  of  this  river 

Is  north,  and  within  is  a  good  harbour. 

This  place  lies  north  one  quarter  well: 
from  the  Tortugas,  and  in  the  paflage  are 
found  foundings,  at  a  great  depth,  all  the 
way. 

A  brifk  trade  was  formerly  carried  on 
by  fmall  craft  between  this  place  and  the 
Havannah,  by  the  Spaniards. 

The  old  Spanifh  town  of  St.  Mark  de 
Apalache-y  from  whence  the  bay  derives  its 
name,  flands  exadly  in  the  fame  place  that 
GarcilafTo  de  la  Vega  fixes  as  the  Port  d* 
Aute. 

The  fort  was  built  on  a  fmall  eminence, 

furrounded  by  marfhes,   fituated   in   the 

3  fork 
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fork  of  the  two  rivers  ;  and  at  about  two 
leagues  diftance  there  is  on  this  river  a 
village  of  Apalachian  Indians,  called  Santo 
Juan,  as  alfo  foine  others  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  country  around  is  beautiful,  being 
well  fupplied  with  wood  and  water,  and 
becomes  more  fertile  the  higher  you  ad- 
vance into  it. 

From  the  mouth  of  this  river  we  pro- 
ceeded by  land  to  St.  Auguftine,  by  a  road 
which  is  as  folio va's. 

Ocon  is  fifteen  miles  from  St.  Marks  ; 
and  ten  miles  beyond  it  is  Ayavalla  (an 
old  fort) ;  twenty-four  miles  further  is 
Machalla  ;  and  eleven  miles  from  thence 
is  St.  Matheo;  both  thefe  are  lituated  on 
branches  of  the  Rio  Vafifa,  which  is  about 
eighty  miles  in  length,  and  enters  the 
gulf  of  Mexico  fifteen  miles  fouth-eaft 
from  St.  Marks;  twenty-five  miles  from 
St.  Matheo  is  San  Pedro,  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  river  San  Pedro,  which  is  one  hun- 
dred miles  long,  and  enters  the  gulf  of 
Mexico   feventy   miles  from  St.  Marks  ; 

eleven 
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eleven  miles  from  San  Pedro  is  Utoca| 
and  in  twelve  miles  more  we  came  to 
Nuvoalla,  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
Carolinian  River,  the  courfe  of  which  has 
not  yet  been  juflly  afcertained,  but  there 
is  very  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it 
runs  a  fouth  courfe  into  the  Rio  Ama- 
fura ;  eight  miles  from  Nuvoalla  is 
Alochua,  and  in  eight  miles  more  we 
come  to  Jurla  Noca. 

All  thefe  places  were  formerly  the  an- 
cient fettlements  of  the  Atimucas  Indians^ 
who  were  drivefi  from  them,  by  the  Eng- 
iifh  from  Carolina  in  the  year  feventeen 
hundred  and  fix,  and  have  fixed  their 
fettlement  on  an  ifland  to  the  eaft  of 
St.  John's  River,  stbout  fixty-five  miles 
fouth-weft  from  St.  Auguftine,  and  call 
their  chief  tow^n  Pueblo  de  Atimucas, 

Twenty-fix  miles  from  Jurla  Noca 
we  came  to  what  had  once  been  a  Spanifti 
fettlement,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St^ 
John,  where  a  Mr.  Spalding  now  has 
a  ftore,  or  retail  warehoufe  of  merchan* 
dize  and  European  goods. 

Through 
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Though  the  river  St.  John  is  here  only- 
two  miles  broad,  yet  it  is  eight  miles  over 
that  and  two  iflands  to  Fort  Picolata, 
■which  is  the  lafl:  ftage,  and  is  thirty  miles 
diftant  from  St.  Auguftine. 

By  this  roadSt.  Auguftine  is  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  miles  from  St.  Mark's. 

The  province  of  Eaft  Florida  is  bounded 
on  the  vireft  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  the  river  Apalachicola,  which  is 
formed  by  the  conjunction  of  two  rivers, 
the  Catahouachee  on  the  weft,  and  the 
Flint  River  on  the  eaft  5  from  the  con-  . 
fluence  a  line  drawn  to  the  fource  of  St. 
Mary's  River,  and  that  river,  until  it 
falls  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  bound  it 
on  the  north  ;  and  on  the  eaft  and  fouth 
it  is  bounded  by  the  ocean,  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  including  all  iflands,  &c. 
within  fix  leagues  of  the  coaft. 

From  Cape  Efcondido,  or  St.  Blais,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Catahouchee  and 
Flint  Rivers  north,  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty  ftatute  miles. 

Vol.  II.  C  From 
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From  this  confluence  to  the  fource  of 
St.  Mary's  River  is  ninety  miles,  then 
.to  the  mouth  in  a  diredl  line  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  miles ;  which  makes 

the  greatefl  breadth  of  this  province,  from 
eaft  to  weft,  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
miles. 

Its  greateft  length  from  north  to  fouth, 
viz.  from  the  confluence  of  the  Catahou- 
chee  and  Flint  rivers,  to  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  the  Cape  of  Florida,  is  four 
hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

From  St.  Auguftine  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Vafifa  River,  or  from  the  mouth  of 
St.  John's  River,  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
to  the  neareft  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexicoi 
is  an  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 

From  St.  Auguftine  fouthward  it  Is 
called  the  Cape,  and  is  generally  about 
eighty  or  eighty-five  miles  acrofs,  from 
eaft  to  weft,  viz.  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

St.  Auguftine,  the  capital,  lies  in  twenty- 
nine  degrees  fifty  minutes  north  latitude ; 

the 
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the  town  runs  along  the  fhore,  at  the 
foot  of  a  pleafant  eminence  adorned  with 
trees. 

Its  form  is  oblong,  divided  by  four 
regular  ftreets,  croffing  each  other  at 
right  angles. 

Down  by  the  fide  of  the  harbour, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  fouth  of  the 
town,  flood  the  church,  and  formerly  a 
monaftery,  of  St.  Auguftine. 

The  bell  built  part  of  the  town  is  on 
the  north  fide,  leading  to  the  caftle  which 
is  named  St.  John's  Fort. 

The  Caftle  is  a  fquare  building  of  foft 
Hone,  fortified  with  whole  baftions,  having 
a  rampart  twenty  feet  high,  with  a  parapet 
nine  feet  thick,  and  it  is  cafe-mated. 

The  town  is  alfo  ftrengthened  with 
baftions,  and  enclofed  with  a  ditch  :  the 
whole  well  furnifhed  with  cannon. 

The  harbour  is  formed   by  the  north 

end  of  St.  Anaftafia  or  Matanza's  Illand, 

and  a  long  point   of  land,  divided  from 

C  2  the 
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the  continent  by  the  river  St.  Mark, 
which  falls  into  the  fea  a  little  above  the 
caftle. 

At  the  entrance  of  this  harbour  are 
the  nortii  and  fouth  breakers,  forming 
two  channels,  whofe  bars  have  from 
eight  to  nine  feet  water  over  them  at  low 
water. 

On  the  north  and  fouth,  without  the 
city,  are  two  Indian  towns. 

There  was  formerly  a  little  fort,  fitu- 
ated  at  the  entrance  of  a  river  into  the 
river  Matanzas  (on  which  is  the  town 
of  St.  Augufline),  about  four  miles  fouth 
from  the  town,  and  at  the  end  of  a  marfli* 

There  was  another  fort  likewife,  four 
miles  north  from  St.  Auguftine,  called 
Fort  Mufa. 

The  foil  about  St.  Augufline  is  very 
difagreeable,  fandy,  and  barren  ;  but  it 
is  much  better  on  the  river  St.  John's, 
the  neareft  part  of  which,  to  this  town, 
is  about  twenty-feven  miles  due  weft» 

Soon 
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Soon  after  our  arrival  here,  we  made 
an  excurfion  as  far  as  Mufquito  River, 
to  TurnbuU's,  Taylor's,  Biffet's,  and  Of- 
wald's  plantations.  The  land  is  better 
there  than,  at  St.  Auguftine,  but  inferior 
to  that  on  the  banks  of  St.  John's 
River. 

The  mouth  of  the  Mufquito  River  lies  in 
latitude  twenty-eight  degrees  forty-eight 
minutes  north.  There  is  a  dired:  commu- 
nication through  this  river,  by  the  Rio 
Amazura,  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  Mufquitoes  are  a  tribe  of  In- 
dians inhabiting  both  fides  of  this  river. 

There  is  another  fmall  Indian  fettle- 
ment  named  El  Penon,  on  an  ifland 
thirteen  leagues  to  the  north  of  Muf- 
quito River,  fituated  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Matanzas  River,  through  which 
there  is  a  communication  to  St.  Au- 
guftine. 

The  bar  of   Matanzas  has   eight  feet 

water  on  it,  but  afterwards,   within  the 

river,  there  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  fathom. 

On  the  north  fide   of    the  entrance   of 

C  3  this^ 
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this  river  is  high  land,  called  the  land 
of  Rome. 

St.  Anaftafia  or  Matanzas  Ifland,  is 
twenty-feven  miles  in  length,  reaching 
from  the  bar  of  Matanzas  to  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  of  St.  Auguftine,  which 
it  helps  to  form. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    III. 

Attempts  to   make   Sugar  on    Mtifquito    River  failed* 

Culture  of  Sugar.     Stone  ^tarry  near  St.  Augujllne. 

Singular  Floors  to  the  Houfes.     Eajl  Florida  thinly 

fettled.     Loyalijls  take  Refuge  in  it.     Prices  of  Com" 

modities  and  Stock.     Rates  of  travelling. 

SOME  attempts  have  been  made 
to  cultivate  the  fugar  cane  on  the 
Mufquito  River,  but  they  have  not  fuc- 
ceeded,  at  leaft  not  fufhciently  to  render 
it  an  object ;  becaufe  the  keen  and  pene- 
trating north- weft  winds  always  nipt  this 
tender  plant,  the  fugar  cane,  and  not  -only 
hindered  it  from  coming  to  maturity,  but 
alfo  prevented  its  filling  with  the  juice 
which  produces  the  fugar,  and  likev^^ife 
rendered  that  which  was  obtained,  of  an 
inferior  quality. 

However  fugar  might  certainly  be  cul- 
tivated to  great  advantage  nearer  to  Cape 
Florida, where  none  of  thefe  difadvantages, 
C   4  and 
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and  Impediments  that  obflru6t  its  growth, 
would  afFedt  it. 

As  an  account  of  the  culture  of  this 
valuable  commodity  may  be  acceptable,  I 
fhail  venture  to  infert  it  in  this  place, 
and  nearly  in  the  fame  terms  of  one  I 
have  already  feen,  which  is  certainly  juft 
and  accurate. 

*  This  commodity  was  not  at  all 
known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
though  it  was  made  in  China  in  very 
early  times,  from  v/hence  we  had  the 
firfl:  knowledge  of  it  j  but  the  Portuguefe 
were  the  firft  that  cultivated  it  in  America, 
and  brought  it  into  requeft,  as  one  of  the 
materials  of  a  very  univerfal  luxury  in 
Europe. 

'  It  is  not  fettled  whether  the  cane,  from 
which  the  fubftance  is  extracted,  be  a  na- 
tive of  Ameri<:a,  or  was  brought  thither  by 
the  Portuguefe  from  Indi^,  and  the  coaft 
of  Africa ;  but  however  the  matter  may 
be,  in  the  beginning  they  made  the  moft, 
as  they  ftill  do  the  beft  fugars  which 
cora.e  to  market  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The 
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*  The  fugar  cane  grows  to  the  height  of 
between  fix  and  eight  feet,  full  of  joints 
about  four  or  five  inches  afunder  ;  the 
colour  of  the  body  of  the  cane  is  yel- 
lowifh,  and  the  top,  where  it  fhoots  into 
leaves,  of  a  vivid  green :  the  coat  is 
pretty  hard,  and  within  contains  a  fpungy 
fiibftance  full  of  juice,  the  moft  lively, 
elegant,  and  leaft  cloying  fweet  in  nature, 
and  which  fucked  raw  has  proved  ex- 
tremely nutritive  and  wholefome. 

'  They  are  cultivated  in  this  manner. 
In  the  month  of  Auguft,  that  is  in  the 
rainy  part  of  the  year,  after  the  ground 
is  cleared,  and  well  hoed,  they  lay  a  piece 
of  fix  or  feven  joints  of  the  cane  flat  in 
a  channel  made  for  it,  about  half  a  foot 
deep  ;  this  they  cover  with  the  earth,  and 
fo  plant  the  whole  field  in  lines  regularly 
difpofed,  and  at  proper  diftances. 

*  In  a  fhort  time  a  young  cane  fhoots 
out  from  every  joint  of  the  flock  which 
was  interred,  and  in  twelve  days  grows 
to  be   a  pretty  tall  and  vigorous  plant ; 
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but  it  is  not  until  after  fixtecn  months, 
or  tjiereabouts,  that  the  canes  are  fit  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  planter,  though 
they  may  remain  a  few  months  after,  with- 
out any  confiderable  prejudice  to  him. 

'  The  longer  they  remain  in  the  ground 
after  they  come  to  maturity,  the  lefs 
juice  they  afford,  but  this  is  fomething 
compenfated  by  the  fuperior  richnefs  of 
the  juice. 

*  That  no  time  may  be  loft  they  gene- 
rally divide  their  cane  ground  into  three 
parts. 

*  One  is  of  ftanding  canes,  and  to  be 
cut  that  feafon  -,  the  fecond  is  of  new 
planted  canes  ;  and  the  third  is  fallow, 
ready  to  receive  a  frefh  fupply. 

«  In  fome  places  they  make  fecond  and 
third  cuttings  from  the  fame  root. 

'  The  tops  of  the  canes,  and  the  leaves 
that  grov7  upon  the  joints,  make  very 
good  provender  for  their  cattle,  and  the 
refufe  of  the  cane,  after  grinding,  ferves 
for  fuel ;  fo  that  no  part  of  this  excellent 
plant  is  without  its  ufe. 

<  The 
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'  The  canes  are  cut  with  a  billet,  and 
carried  in  bundles  to  the  mill,  which  is 
now  generally  a  windmill ;  it  turns  three 
great  cylinders,  or  rollers,  plated  with 
iron,  fet  perpendicularly,  and  cogged  fo 
as  to  be  all  moved  by  the  middle  roller. 
Between  thefe  the  canes  are  bruifed  to 
pieces,  and  the  juice  runs  through  a  hole 
into  a  vat,  which  is  placed  under  the 
rollers  to  receive  it ;  from  hence  it  is 
carried  through  a  pipe  into  a  great  re- 
fervoir,  in  which,  however,  for  fear  of 
turning  four,  it  is  not  fuffered  to  reft 
long,  but  is  conveyed  out  of  that  by 
other  pipes  into  the  boiling  houfe,  where 
it  is  received  by  a  large  cauldron  :  here 
it  remains  until  the  fcum,  which  con- 
ftantly  arifes  during  the  boiling,  is  all 
taken  off;  from  this  it  is  palTed  fuc- 
ceffively  into  five  or  fix  more  boilers, 
gradually  diminifhing  in  their  fize,  and 
treated  ia  the  fame  manner. 

*  In  the  laft  of  thefe  it  becomes  of  a  very 
thick  clammy  confiftence,  but  more  boil- 
ing is  incapable  of  carrying  it  farther ;  to 

advance 
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advance  the  operation  they  pour  in  a 
fmall  quantity  of  lime-water  ;  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  this  alien  mixture  is  to 
raife  the  liquor  into  a  very  vehement  fer- 
mentation, but  to  prevent  it  from  running 
over,  a  bit  of  butter,  no  larger  than  a  nut, 
is  throv^n  in,  upon  which  the  fury  of  the 
fermentation  immediately  fubfides  -,  a  vef- 
fel  of  two  or  three  hundred  gallons  re- 
quiring no  greater  force  to  quiet  it. 

*  It  is  now  taken  out  and  placed  in  a 
cooler,  where  it  dries,  granulates  and  be- 
comes fit  to  be  put  into  the  pots,  which 
is  the  laft  part  of  the  operation. 

'  The  pots  are  conical,  or  of  a  fugar  loaf 
faftiion,  open  at  the  point,  which  mufl 
be  confidered  as  their  bottom;  here  a 
ftrainer  is  put  acrofs. 

*  In  thefe  pots  the  fugar  purges  itfelf  of 
its  remaining  impurity;  the  molafles,  or 
treacly  part,  difentangles  itfelf  from  the 
reil,  precipitates,  and  runs  out  of  the 
aperture  at  the  bottom  ;  it  is  now  in  the 
condition  called  Mulcavedo  fugar,  of  a 
yellowiih.  brown   colour,    and  thus   ir  is 

generally 
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generally    put    into    the   hogfliead   and  . 
(hipped  off. 

*  But  when  they  have  a  mind  to  refine 
it  yet  farther,  and  leave  no  remains  at 
all  of  the  molafles,  they  cover  the  pots, 
I  have  juft  mentioned,  with  a  fort  of 
white  clay,  like  that  ufed  for  tobacco- 
pipes,  diluted  with  water;  this  penetrates 
the  fugar,  unites  with  the  molafles,  and 
with  them  runs  off,  leaving  the  fugar 
of  a  whitilh  colour,  but  whitefl  at  the 
top. 

*  This  is  called  clayed  fugar ;  the  opera- 
tion is  fometimes  repeated  once  or  twice 
more,  and  the  fugar  every  time  diminifhing 
in  quantity,  gains  confiderablyin  value,  but 
flill  is  called  clayed  fugar. 

'  Farther  than  this  they  do  not  go  in 
the  plantations,  becaufe  a  heavy  duty, 
of  fix  {hillings'  per  hundred  weight,  is 
laid  upon  all  fugars  refined  there ;  it  is 
therefore  unneceflary  to  carry  the  account 
of  the  procefs  of  refining  it  any  farther.' 

Of   the  molafles    rum  is    made,  in  a 

manner  that  needs  no  defcription,    fmce 

I  it 
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it  difFers  in  nothing  from  the  manner  of 
diftilling  any  other  fpirir. 

From  the  fcummings  of  the  fugar  a 
meaner  fpirit  is  procured. 

Rum  finds  its  market  throughout  North 
America  (where  it  is  confumed  by  the 
white  inhabitants,  or  employed  in  the  In- 
dian trade,  or  diftributed  from  the  conti- 
nent to  the  fifhery  of  Newfoundland,  and 
the  African  commerce),  befides  what 
comes  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

However  New  England  takes  off  a 
great  quantity  of  molafles  raw,  and  from 
thence  is  diftilled  there,  a  very  inferior 
ill-tafted  fpirit,  named  New  England  or 
Yankee  Rum,  of  a  flavour  and  quality 
very  much  refembling  that  diftilled  in 
the  French  Weft-India  iilands. 

They  compute,  that  when  things  are 
well  managed,  the  rum  and  molafles  pay 
the  charges  of  the  plantation,  and  that  the 
fugars  are  clear  gain. 

However  by  the   particulars  we  have 

feen,  and  by  others  which  we  may  eaflly 

imagine,  the  expences  of  a  fugar-planta- 

^  tion 
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tion  muft  be  very  great,  and  the  profits  at 
the  firft  view  precarious ;  for  the  chargeable 
articles  of  the  wind-mill,  the  boiling, 
cooling,  and  diftilling-houfes,  and  the 
buying,  and  fubfifting  a  fuitable  number 
of  flaves  and  cattle,  will  not  fufFer  any 
man  to  begin  a  plantation  here  of  any  con- 
fequence,  not  to  mention  the  purchafe  of 
the  land,  under  a  capital  of  at  leaft  five 
thoufand  pounds. 

Neither  is  the  life  of  a  planter  a  life  of 
idlenefs  and  luxury  ;  at  all  times  he  muft 
keep  a  watchful  eye  over  his  overfeers, 
and  even  overfee  himfelf  occafionally.  But 
at  the  boijing  feafon,  if  he  is  properly  at- 
tentive to  his  affairs,  no  way  of  life  can 
be  more  laborious,  and  more  dangerous  to 
the  health,  from  a  conftant  attendance,  day 
and  night,  in  the  extreme  united  heats  of 
the  climate  and  fo  many  fierce  furnaces  ; 
add  to  this  the  lofs  by  hurricanes,  earth- 
quakes, and  bad  feafons,and  then  confider, 
when  the  fugars  are  in  the  cafk,  that  he 
quits  the  toils  of  a  planter,  to  engage  in 

the 
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the  hazards  of  a  merchant,  and  fhips  his 
produce  at  his  own  rifk. 

The  fum  of  all  might  make  one  believe, 
that  it  could  never  anfwer  to  engage  in 
this  bufinefs  ;  but  notwithftanding  all  this, 
greater  eftates  are  made  in  a  (horter  time 
from  fugar-plantations,  tjian  from  any 
other  culture  or  produce  in  the  world. 

Large  plantations  are  under  the  ma- 
nagement or  care  of  a  chief  overfeer,  v^ho 
has  commonly  a  falary  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  a  year,  with  overfeers  under 
him  in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
plantation,  one  to  about  thirty  Negroes, 
and  at  the  rate  of  about  forty  pounds  an- 
nually. 

Such  plantations  too  have  a  furgeon,  at 
a  fixed  falary,  employed  to  take  care  of  the 
Negroes  which  belong  to  it. 

But  the  courfe  which  is  the  leaft  trou- 
blefome  to  the  proprietor  of  the  eftate,  is 
to  let  the  land,  with  all  the  works,  and  the 
ftock  of  cattle  and  flaves,  to  a  tenant  who 
gives  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  rent, 
and  the  keeping  up  repairs  and  the  ftock. 

The 
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The  eftate  is  generally  edimated  to  fuch 
a  tenant  at  half  the  neat  produce  of  the  beft  w 
years.     Such  tenants,  if  frugal  and  in- 
duftrious  men,  foon  make  good  eilates  for 
themfelves. 

The  Negroes  in  thefe  plantations  are 
fubfifted  at  a  very  eafy  rate.  This  is  ge- 
nerally by  alloting  to  each  family  of  them 
a  fmall  portion  of  land,  and  allowing  them 
two  days  in  the  week,  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day, to  cultivate  it. 

Some  are  fubfifted  in  this  manner,  but 
others  find  their  Negroes  themfelves,  with 
a  certain  portion  of  Indian  corn,  com- 
monly a  peck  a  week  for  each  flave,  and  of 
fometimes  a  fait  herring,  or  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  bacon,  or  fait  pork  a  day.  All  the 
reft  of  the  charge  confifts  in  a  cap,  or  coarfe 
hat,  a  {hirt,  a  pair  oftrowfers,  ftockings, 
and  fhoes,  the  whole  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  forty  fhillings  a  year. 

The  houfes  here  have  a  very  fingular 
appearance  within,  being  floored  with  a 
kind  of  reddifh  ftucco,   intermixed  with 

Vol.  II.  D  fhells, 
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ihells,  inftead  of  plank,    no  where  elfe  to 
-t  be  met  with  in  Britifh  America,  and  was 
performed  by    the    'Spaniards,    when  the 
province  was  in  their  poflefTion. 

In  fummer  it  is  always  wafhed  very 
clean  every  day,  which  not  only  affords  a 
grateful  appearance  to  the  eye,  but  alfo 
produces  a  pleafant  coolnefs,  that  is  not  to 
be  met  with  in  rooms  with  flooring  of 
plank. 

In  the  ifland  of  Matanzas,  or  St.  Ana- 
ftafia,  there  is  a  quarry  of  foft  ftone,  which 
becomes  harder  as  it  is  expofed  to  the 
adion  of  the  external  air. 

Of  this  ftone  is  compofed  all  the  ma- 
fonry  of  the  fort  of  St.  John,  which  is 
indeed  one  of  the  ftrongeft  on  the  con- 
tinent. 

Y/e  proceeded  from  St.  Auguftine  to 
the  mouth  of  St.  John's  River,  and  ftaid 
the  firfl  night  at  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, a  very  kind  hofpitable  planter,  pof- 
felfed  of  a  tolerable  houfe  and  plantation, 
and  a  confiderable  fortune. 

Here 
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Here  I  was  feized  with  a  violent  intef- 
tnittent  fever,  which  detained  me  thirteen 
days,  during  all  which  time  I  received  the 
moft  humane  and  friendly  treatment  from 
Mr.  Morris  and  his  family,  as  well  as 
from  Mr.  Groves  and  Mr.  Lewis,  who 
remained  with  and  attended  me  until  my 
recovery. 

In  this  province  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants rather  decreafed  before  the  rebellioa 
in  North  America,  there  being  fcarcely  an 
hundred  white  families  refiding  in  the 
whole  country  out  of  St.  Auguftine,  exclu- 
five  of  the  Negroes,  and  the  eftates  of 
fuch  proprietors  as  refide  in  Great  Bri-* 
tain.  In  St.  Auguftine  itfelf  there  are 
nol  many  more,  befides  the  garrifori. 

Settlements  do  not  extend  farther  fouth 
than  Mufquito  river,  about  fixty  miles  to 
the  fouthward  of  St.  Auguftine. 

From  Auguftine  to  the  extremity  of  the 
cape,  or  Cape  Florida,  is  three  hundred 
miles  ;  and  although  this  part  of  the  pro^ 
vince  confifts  of  much  the  beft  lands,  no 
fettlements  are  extended  farther  fouth 
D  2  from 
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from  the   capital  than   fjxty  miles,   as  I 
have  juft  obferved. 

The  neareft  Indians,  formidable  in  war, 
to  St.  Auguftine  are  the  Lower  Creeks, 
who  refidein  the  fork  of  Flint  River,  and 
a  fmall  tribe  of  them  have  this  year  gone 
down  to  the  cape,  perfectly  good  humoured, 
friendly,  and  well  difpofed  towards  us. 

Many  families  have  removed  from  this 
province  to  Weft  Florida,  on  account  of 
the  immenfe  fup^riority  of  the  foil  in  fer- 
tility, which  prevents  this  province  from 
increafing  in  population,  and  renders  that 
of  Weft  Florida  to  advance  in  a  furpriling 
degree. 

BeftHes  the  above,  there  was  no  af- 
fembly  at  that  time,  and  the  court  of  juf- 
tice  was  faid  to  be  very  oppreflive,  which 
alfo  prevented  the  colony  from  increafing 
or  improvement. 

However  fmce  the  revolt  in  America 
the  face  of  things  was  changed  in  Eaft 
Florida,  greatly  to  its  advantage,  there 
being  feveral  thoufand  ioyalifts  fettled 
there  for  refuge,  having  fled,  and  being 

expelled, 
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expelled,  from  the  revolted  provinces, 
v/hich  enabled  the  Governor  to  have  a 
Council,  Aflembly,  &c.  and  advanced  this 
province  to  a  very  flouriihing  condition. 

The  greateft  inconvenience  that  attends 
the  northern  part  of  this  province  is  dry 
feafons,  and  a  general  want  of  rain,  as  it 
lies  under  one  of  the  tropics. 

The  fouthern  part  is  more  feafonable, 
feldom  being  without  refrefhing  fhowers 
for  any  length  of  time,  both  becaufe  of 
the  height  of  the  land,  and  the  hills  therein 
which  attract  the  clouds,  as  well  as  its 
being  furrouuded  with  vafl  and  extenfive 
feas,  from  which  vapours  and  moiilure 
are  perpetually  exhaled. 

Throughout  the  fettled  and  beft  known 
parts  of  Eaft  Florida  the  lands  in  general 
are  pine  barrens,  with  a  fandy  foil.  About 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  back  from  the  coaft 
they  are  clay  with  pines. 

One  thoufand  acres  of  good  land  in  a 
body  is  very  feldom  to  be  found. 

Settlements   are  very  thinly  fcattered, 
D  3  being 
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being  live,   ten,  and  twenty  miles  diftant 
from  each  other. 

The  produce  or  growth  of  timber  ig 
principally  pine  ;  there  are  alTo  live-oak, 
water-oak,  faffafras,  hiccory,  gum,  afh, 
maple,  and  tupalo,  on  the  cape  mahogany, 
and  in  the  fwamps  abundance  of  cyprefs, 
befides  cedar,  and  moft  other  kinds  of 
timber. 

There  is  great  plenty  of  good  grafs, 
and  very  fine  marlines. 

The  higheft  price  of  improved  lands 
is  ten  (hillings  per  acre;  the  loweft  three 
Ihillings,  and  even  two.  Corn  fells  now 
at  two  Ihillings  and  fix  pence  per  bufhel, 
but  it  fometimes  brings  four  {hillings  and 
iix  pence. 

Horfes  are  from  four  to  five  pounds 
each  ;  a  cow  with  calf  two  pounds ;  pork 
is  purcbafed  for  twenty  and  twenty-five 
ihillings  per  hundred  weight  neat. 

The  only  produce  of  this  province, 
worth  mentioning  for  exportation,  is  in-? 
digo,  which  fells  at  five  and  fix  ihillings 
per  pound,  according  to  the  quality  ;   one 

hand. 
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hand,  that  is  one  flave,  will  make  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  weight  of  it,  befides  the  general 
work  on  the  plantation  in  the  culture  of 
corn  and  cotton  for  his  fubfiftence  and 
clothing. 

Rates  of  travelling  are  as  follow :  din- 
ner one  fliilling,  fupper  one  fhilling, 
breakfaft  eight  pence,  fcrvants  diet,  fix 
pence  each,  if  they  are  blacks,  but  for 
white  fervants  you  pay  the  fame  as  for 
yourfelf,  lodging  four  pence,  ftabling  for 
your  horfes  fix  pence  each,  befides  paying 
for  their  provender;  Indian  corn,  or  more 
generally  rough  rice,  with  which  horfes 
are  fed  here,  two  pence  per  quart. 

The  common  drink  is  rum  and  water, 
fometimes  with  fugar,and  fometimes  made 
into  punch  with  fruit,  at  the  rate  of  one 
fhilling  per  quart. 

Every  thing  in  the  above  rates  is  cal- 
culated in  fierling,  which  indeed  is  the 
only  currency  both  in  Weft  and  Eaft 
Florida. 

D  4  C  II  A  P, 
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CHAP.     LII. 

Recover  from  Slchiefs.  Leave  EaJI  Florida.  The  Rivers 
Alaimnaho.^  Great  Ogetchee,  and  Savannah.  The 
Tow?!  of  Savannah.  Indian  War.  Georgians  made  a 
poor  Figure.  Flour'ijhing  State  of  Georgia.  Number  of 
Inhabitant^.  Value  of  Land.  Staple  Commodities  and 
■Produce.  Rates  of  Travelling.  Value  of  annual 
Exports   and  Imports. 

Y  ftrength  being  fufficiently  reco- 
vered to  proceed  on  our  journey, 
we  left  Mr.  Morris's,  and  in  thirty-fix 
miles  came  to  ^St.  Mary's  River,  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  province. 

We  were  ferried  over  this  river  in  a 
ikew,  or  flat  boat,  at  Johnfon's- ferry, 
and  entered  the  province  of  Georgia. 

This  night  we  put  up  at  the  ferry  on 
Great  Sitilla  River,  which  is  twelve  miles 
diftant  from  St.  Mary's,  having  forded  a 
confiderable  water- courfe  named  Crooked 
or  Dividing  River. 

All  this  country  hitherto  is  in  its    in- 
fancy, with  very  few  fettle ments,  and  the 

land 


United  States  of  America,  41 

land  but  indifferent  in  quality,  though 
there  were  feveral  pretty  pleafant  fitua- 
tions,  and  fome  very  good  land. 

On  the  day  following  we  crofTed  Little 
Sitilla  River,  twelve  miles  diftant  from 
the  other,  alfo  a  rivulet  named  Tortoife 
River,  and  the  great  river  Alatamaha  at 
the  diftance  of  thirty-one  miles  from 
Little  Sitilla. 

Here  we  remained  ail  night,  at  a  place 
laid  out  for  a  town  named  Darien,  on  the 
northern  banks  of  the  river,  where  the  in- 
habitants are  chiefly  Scots. 

The  Alatamaha  is  a,  large,  extenfive, 
and  very  fine  river,  with  abundance  of 
moft  excellent  land  on  its  banks. 

It  is  at  leaft  as  large  as  the  Apalachicola, 
or  the  Roanoak,  formerly  mentioned,  and 
derives  its  fource  near  the  head-fprings  of 
the  rivers  Apalachicola,  and  EuphafTee,  the 
fouthern  branch  of  the  Hogohegee  or 
Cherokee  River. 

It  is  formed  by  tv/o  large  branches,  the 
Ockmulghe  on  the  fouth,  and  the  Ockoo- 
nee  on  the  north,  each  of  which  receives 

feveral 
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fcveral  very  coniidcrable  rivers,  pafTing 
through  a  vaft  body  of  extreme  fine  land. 
The  great  fork  of  the  Alatamaha  is  about 
an  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from 
the  fea. 

From  the  fource  of  the  Okoonee  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Alatamaha  is  not  lefs  than 
three  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  a  direct 
courfe,  and  above  five  hundred  along  with 
the  meanders  of  the  river. 

Proceeding  on  our  journey  we  left  the 
Alatamaha,  croffing  a  number  of  water- 
courfes.viz.  Sapello  River,  fouth  and  north 
Newport  Rivers,  and  another  very  large 
river  named  the  Great  Ogechee,  juft  below 
the  place  where  a  confiderable  ftream  en- 
ters into  it,  named  Co wanoochee  River,  and 
at  night  arrived  at  Savannah,  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  Georgia,  which  is  forty- 
three  miles  from  Alatamaha.    • 

The  Great  Ogechee  River,  which  we 
croffed  before  we  came  to  Savannah,  is  a 
large  and  excellent  river,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  fine  land  upon  it,   but  not  fo 

rich 
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rich  in  quality  as  the  lands  on  the   Alata- 
maha,  nor  is  this  river  fo  large  as  it. 

This  river  runs  almoft  parallel  to  the 
Alatamaha,  near  the  head  of  which  it  alfo 
derives  its  fource,  and  falls  into  the  ocean 
at  great  Warfav^  found,  after  a  direct  courfe 
of  three  hundred  miles,  or  with  its  mean- 
ders at  kaft  five  hundred. 

The  town  of  Savannah  is  fituated  on 
the  fouihern  banks  of  the  river  of  that 
name,  which  alfo  runs  nearly  parallel  to 
the  Great  Ogechee  and  Alatamaha  Rivers, 
near  the  head  of  which  the  Savannah  like- 
wife  derives  its  fource,  and  runs  into  the 
ocean  at  Tybee,  after  a  courfe  in  diredi 
lines  of  three  hundred  miles,  and  near  iix 
hundred  including  its  meanders. 

It  is  nearly  about  the  magnitude  of  the 
Alatamaha,  although  I  do  not  imagine  it 
contains  quite  fo  much  water  as  that  river. 

The  banks  of  the  river  on  which  the 
Savannah  is  built  are  high  and  command- 
ing, and  the  oppofite  fide  being  low,  ren- 
ders the  iituation  of  the  town  the  more 
pleafant. 

It 
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It  lies  about  ten  miles  from  the  Tea,  and 
contains  perhaps  one  thoufand,  or  twelve 
hundred  inhabitants,  white  and  black. 

This  river  is  navigable  to  Augufta,  above 
twohundred  and  ten  miles  farther  up  in  the 
country,  a  large  town,but  fpread  over  a  great 
and  unproportionable  extent  of  ground. 

The  town  of  Augufta  is  fo  commo- 
diouily  fituated  for  the  Indian  trade,  that, 
from  the  firft:  eftablifliment  of  the  colony, 
it  has  been  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition, 
and  maintained  very  early  fix  hundred 
Whites  in  that  branch  of  commerce  alone. 

The  Indian  nations,  whofe  trade  centers 
Jiere,  are  fome  of  the  moft  numerous  and 
powerful  tribes  in  America. 

The  trade  of  ikins  Vv'ith  thefe  people  is 
the  largeft  we^  have  j  it  includes  that  of 
Eaft  Florida,  part  of  Weft  Florida,  all 
Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  Virginia. 

We  are  fupplied  vvith  fome  furs  alfo 
from  them,  but  they  are  of  an  inferior  fort. 
All  fpecies  of  animals  that  bear  the  fur, 
by  a  wife  Providence,  have  it  more  thick, 

and 
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and  of  a  fofter  and  finer  kind  as  you  go  to 
the  northward  ;  the  greater  the  cold,  the 
better  they  are  clad. 

I  made  excurfions  from  Savannah  to  the 
towns  of  Puryfburg,  Ebenezer,  and  every 
place  of  any  note  around,  an  account  of 
which  would  be  little  better  than  a  mere 
repetition  of  what  has  already  been  de- 
fcribed. 

The  land  around  the  town  of  Savannah 
is  fandy  and  poor,  and  the  timber  chiefly 
pines. 

However  this  province  was  certainly  in  a 
very  flourifhing  condition,  but  the  richeft 
lands  in  it  lie  on  the  river  Alatamaha, 
which  was  becoming  a  very  thriving 
fettlement,  and  increafed  very  fsft. 

The  lands  throughout  this  province,  as 
far  as  I  have  feen,  are  richer  than  that  of 
Eaft  Florida  ;  and  it  is  beyond  any  com- 
parifon  better  fettled,  being  faid  to  contain, 
according  to  the  computation  publilhed  by 
the  fir  ft  American  Congrefs,  one  hundred 
eleven  thoufand^and  feventy-five  inhabi- 
tants ;  which  account  I  think  exaggerated, 
2  ^  nor 
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nor  do  I  imagine,  from  the  beft  Informatiorl 
of  the  principal  perfon  in  the  province, 
that  it  really  contains  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  fouls,  white  and  black,  of 
which  number  not  more  than  one-fifth 
are  white. 

This  province  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  river  Savannah,  which  divides  it 
from  South  Carolina;  and  by  a  line  drawn 
from  the  head  fpring  of  Georgia  Creek,  a 
branch  of  Little  River  which  runs  into  ths 
Savannah  on  the  fouth  fide  about  thirty 
miles  above  Augufla,  due  weft,  until  it  en- 
terfeds  the  Miffiflippi;  by  the  river  Miffif- 
fippi  on  the  weft;  on  the  fouth  by  Weft 
and  Eaft  Florida,  as  already  defcribed;  and 
on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantic  oceaUj  including 
all  iflands,  &c. 

It  lies  between  thirty-one  and  thirty- 
three  degrees  north  latitude,  and  between 
eighty-one  and  ninety- one  degrees  weft 
longitude. 

In  the  fettlement  of  Georgia  it  was  ori- 
ginally intended  for  a  kind  of  military 
frontier  government,  as  a  barrier  againft 

the 
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the  Spaniards  when  they  pofTefled  the 
Floridas,  for  this  purpole  it  had  every 
countenance  and  affiftance  from  govern- 
ment. » 

But  this  laudable  defign  failing,  the 
fettlement  was  placed  exadly  on  the  fame 
footing  as  South  Carolina,  in  which  con- 
dition it  has  greatly  improved,  and  thereby 
arrived  at  its  prefent  flourifhing  ftate. 

However  in  this  light  of  defence  it  lately 
cut  but  a  very  indifferent  figure. 

In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-fouf,  the  Indians  commenced 
hoflilities  throughout  a  great  part  of  the 
continent,  particularly  in  Virginia,  South- 
Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

In  Virginia,  where  they  were  by  far 
the  moft  formidable,  the  Governor,  the 
Earl  of  Dunmore,  went  out  againft  them 
in  perfon,  a  fevere  adion  was  fought  with 
them  on  the  banks  of  the  great  Kanhawah 
and  Ohio,  wherein  the  Indians  were  de- 
feated, and  his  Lord-fhip  alfo  at  the  head  of 
a  confiderable  force  penetrated  into  the 
heart  of  their  country,  burnt  their  towns, 

made 
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made  them  fue  for  and  conclude  a  peacej 
and  give  hoftages  for  the  continuance 
of  it. 

In  South  Carolina  there  was  an  engage- 
ment likewife,  and  the  Whites  were  vic- 
torious. 

In  this  province,  two  hundred  Georgian 
mihtia  were  fent  out  againft  them.  Hear- 
ing the  Indians  were  approaching,  a  chofca 
detachment,  conlifting  of  thirty  in  num- 
ber, was  advanced  fome  diflance  in  front 
of  the  main  body. 

This  party,  difcovering  fome  of  the 
enemy,  made  a  halt,  to  confult  whether 
to  attack  them  on  horfeback  or  on  foot. 

It  was  carried  to  make  the  attack  on 
horfeback,  in  order,  as  the  event  proved,  to 
enable  them  the  better  to  run  away. 

The  Indians,  who  were  only  feventeea 
in  number,  perceiving  them  halt,  marched 
boldly  forward  and  fired  upon  them;  thefe 
doughty  heroes  inftantly  wheeled  to  the 
right  about  and  fled  to  a  man  with  the 
greateft  precipitation  without  firing  a 
fingle  fhot,   and  the  whole  two  hundred 

followed 


United  States  of  Jim  eric  a.  49 

followed   their  examplcj   in    the   utmoll 
confufion  and  difmay. 

The  Indians  being  elated,  upon  this 
fuccefs,  committed  many  depredations,  un* 
til  all  their  ammunition  was  expended. 

The  Georgians,  greatly  terrified,  fent  td 
Great  Britain  for  troops.  Thefe  haraffments, 
and  many  divifions  amongfl:  themfelves, 
prevented  their  fending  delegates  to  the 
firft  American  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia. 

HoweAT^er  they  foon  found  means  to  bring 
thefe  their  Indian  enemies  to  their  own 
terms,  by  immediately  fhuttirig  up  every 
avenue  of  trade  with  them,  from  whence 
alone  thfe  Indians  derived  their  only  fup- 
plies  of  ammunition,  which  indeed  is  their 
fole  refource  for  procuring  food,fubfiftencej 
and  cloathing,  as  well  as  for  war :  the  Geor- 
gians alfo  began  to  raife  more  forces. 

The  Indians  upon  this  made  every  con- 
ceflion  that  could  be  defired,  delivered  up* 
all  who  had  been  moft  guilty  of  the  de- 
predations and  murders,  and  thereby 
obtained  peace  and  a  renewal  of  trade. 

Vol,  XL  E  The? 
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They  are  now  quite  reconciled  again, 
and  perfcdly  friendly. 

Georgia  is  indeed  a  fine  country,  where 
it  is  well  cultivated ;  there  is  certainly  a 
vaft  quantity  of  poor  barren  land  in  the 
province,  but  there  is  alfo  a  great  deal  very 
good  and  valuable. 

The  heft  lands  in  excellent  culture  fell 
for  high  prices,  bringing  from  three,  to 
twelve  pounds  fterling  an  acre  ;  fo  much 
has  the  value  of  landed  property  increafed, 
by  the  culture  of  indigo  and  rice,  under  a 
mild  and  free  government. 

The  rates  of  travelling  are  much  the 
fame  as  thofe  mentioned  in  Eaft  Florida, 
and  the  currency  here  is  alfo  fterling. 

The  trade  of  Georgia,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  general  revolt  in  America, 
although  in  its  infancy,  was  rapidly  in- 
creafing.  The  exports  then  amounted  to 
more  than  feventy-four  thoufand  pounds, 
and  the  imports  to  forty-nine  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  annually. 
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^et  out  for  Charles  Toivn.     Afterwards  proceed  to  Aii- 

gufla^  Ninety-Six,    i^fc.    Culture  of  Indigo.     Ctdture 

.  of  Rice.      Culture  of  Cotton.      Defcription   of  the 

Country.     Of  the  Sea  Coaf.     Of  the  Back  Country. 

Fertility  of  the  Soil.    Excellence  of  the  Climate,  i^c. 

R.  Groves  left  us  at  Savannah, 
and  fet  out  for  his  own  houfe  m 
the  interior,  or  rather  the  back  part  of 
Georgia,  being  on  the  Great  Ogechee 
River,  a  confiderable  diftance  farther  back 
than  Augufta. 

But  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  were  equally 
fortunate  in  meeting  with  agreeable  com- 
pany, for  Mr.  Morris  of  St.  John's  River,  t 
at  whofe  houfe  I  had  received  fuch  kind 
and  hofpital  treatment  when  I  was  fick 
in  Eaft  Florida,  having  fome  bufinefs  in 
Maryland  which,  while  I  w^as  at  his  houfe, 
he  propofed  tranfading  there  next  year, 
having  changed  his  mind,  refolved  to  com- 
mence the  journey  immediately,  and  had 
E  2  pufhed 
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pufhed  hard  to  overtake  us,  as  we  fhould 
accompany  each  other  almofl  the  whole 
way. 

He  came  to  me  at  Savannah,  and  ac- 
quainted me  with  his  intentions,  propofmg 
for  us  to  make  the  journey  together,  which 
I  moft  gladly  acceded  to,  as  Mr.  Lewis 
and  I  were  to  part  at  Charles  Townj 
from  whence  he  intended  to  take  the  route 
home  to  Augufta  in  Virginia  -,  and  Mr. 
Morris  accordingly  ftaid  with  us  fome  days, 
making  excurfions  to  every  place  worthy 
of  notice  around  Savannah,  before  we  pro- 
eeeded  on  our  journey. 

Having  remained  in  and  near  Savannah 
about  ten  days,  we  crofled  the  river  inta 
South  Carolina,  and  fet  out  for  Charles 
Town,  where  we  arrived  after  four  eafy 
days  ride,  having  turned  afide  from  the 
main  road  to  the  right,  and  ftaid.  all  night 
at  Beaufort,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  called. 
Port  Royal,  from  the  harbour  which  is 
the  beft  in  the  province,  and  having 
crofTed  feveral  inconfiderable  rivers  in  this 
journey,  the  principal  of  which  were  the 

Coofa'* 
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Coofahatche  River,  the  Saltketchers  or 
Cambahe  River,  and  the  Eddifto,  or  Pon- 
pon  River,  remarkable  for  rich  widov^rs, 
frolic,  and  feafting. 

The  diftance  from  Savannah  to  Charles 
Town  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles, 
through  a  country  the  greateft  part  of  the 
way  as  beautiful,  and  perhaps  richer, 
than  is  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  part 
jpf  the  world. 

The  great  produce  of  this  country  is 
indigo  and  rice. 

The  former  is  a  fource  of  wealth, 
greater  and  more  eftimable  than  gold^.and 
filver  mines,  and  the  latter  adds  plenty  to 
riches,  and  beauty  in  its  culture. 

Silk  was  formerly  made  here,  but  it 
is  now  difcoritinued  and  has  given  place  to 
the  prefent  more  profitable  ftaple. 

The  Eddifto  or  Ponpon  has  been  re- 
marked by  every  one  for  the  number  of  opu- 
lent widow  ladies  who  refide  on  the  banks 
of  that  river,  and  for  the  perpetual  round 
of  entertainments  and  diflipation  purfued 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  gay  fettlement. 
E  3  The 
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The  caufe  of  fo  many  widows  being 
there  is  eafily  difcovered  ;  that  part  of  the 
country,  though  rich  and  fertile,  is  ex- 
tremely unhealthy  ;  this,  added  to  the 
great  intemperance  of  the  men,  and  the 
exceffes  of  every  kind  they  are  perpetu- 
ally involved  in,  generate  acute  bilious 
diforders  which  quickly  carry  them  off. 

The  lives  of  the  women  are  only  pre- 
ferved  by  their  manner  of  life  being  more 
temperate,  and  their  being  Icfs  addidled  to 
excefl'es,  which  fecures  them  from  the 
violerit  difeafes  that  prove  fatal  to  the 
men. 

Immediately  after  our  arrival  in  Charles 
Town,  Mr.  Morris  being  unexpectedly 
called  on  bufmefs  to  Augufta  and  Ninety- 
Six,  I  alfo  accompanied  him  on  this 
journey,  being  defirous  of  feeing  as  much 
of  the  country  as  pofTible. 

To  recapitulate  the  particulars  of  this 
journey  would  appear  fo  much  like  a  re- 
petition of  what  has  been  already  de- 
fcribed,  that  I  fliall  pafs  it  over,  with 
only  thefe   general    obfervations,   that  it 

was 
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was  three  weeks  before  we  returned  to 
Charles  Town,  every  day  of  which  we 
were  engaged  in  travelUng  either  more 
or  lefs. 

We  went  through  Dorchefter,  crofled 
Ponpon  or  Eddifto,  went  up  the  Salt- 
ketchers  to  Fort  More,  from  thence  to 
Augufta,  then  to  New  Bourdeaux,  and 
acrofs  the  country  to  Ninety-Six;  return- 
ing by  Orangeburg  on  the  north  fork 
of  Eddifto,  then  crofting  the  country  to 
Santee  River,  and  came  into  Charles  Town 
through  Monk's  Corner,  St.  Thomas's, 
&c.  having  travelled  in  this  journey  at 
ieaft  feven  hundred  miles. 

When  we  fet  out  on  this  tour  to  Au- 
gufta from  Charles  Tovntu,  we  took  our 
final  leave  of  Mr.  Lewis,  as  he  propofed 
to  depart  from  hence,  by  the  upper  road 
through  Salift)ury,  &c.  for  his  own  houfe 
in  Augufta  county  in  Virginia,  before  our 
return ;  and  accordingly  when  we  came 
back  we  were  informed  that  he  had  left 
Charles  Town  about  ten  or  twelve  days 
before. 

E  4  As 
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As  a  defcription  of  the  culture  of  in- 
(ligo,  the  fource  from  whence  this  pro- 
vince has  derived  its  fuperior  wealth,  may 
be  acceptable  to  the  generality  of  readers,' 
I  fhall  take  this  opportunity  of  inferting 
a  very  accurate  one,  (which  has  already 
been  publifhed,  that  I  know  to  be  juft 
and  exad:. 

*  Indigo  is  a  dye,  made  from  a  plant 
of  the  fame  name,  which  probably  was 
fo  called  from  India,  where  it  was  firft 
cultivated,  and  from  whence  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  we  had  the  whole  of  what 
we  confumed  in  Europe. 

This  plant  is   fomewhat  like  the   fern 

when   grov/n,  and  when  young  is  hardly 

diftinguifhable  from  lucern  grafs,  its  leaveg 

in  general   are  pennated,    and  terminated 

by  a  fmgle   lobe  i  the  flowers  confift  of 

five  leaves,  and  are  of  the  papilionaceous 

kind,    the  uppermoft  petal  being  longer 

and  rounder  than   the  reft,   and  lightly 

furrowed  on  the  lide,  the  lower  ones  are 

fhort,   and  end  in  a  point ;  in  the  middle 

of  the  flower  is  formed  the  ftyle,  which 

Q  after- 
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afterwards  becomes  a  pod  containing  the 
feeds. 

They  cuhivate  three  forts  of  indigq 
in  Carolina,  which  demand  the  fame  var 
fiety  of  foils. 

Firft  the  French  or  Hifpaniola  indigo, 
which  ftriking  a  long  tap  root  will  only 
flour ifh  in  a  deep  rich  foil,  and  therefore, 
though  an  excellent  fort,  is  not  fo  much 
cultivated  in  the  maritime  parts  of  the 
province,  which  are  generally  fandy,  but 
it  is  produced  in  great  perfedion,  an 
hundred  miles  backwards  ;  it  is  negleded 
too  on  another  account,  for  it  hardly 
bears  a  winter  fo  fharp  as  that  of  Ca- 
foUna. 

The  fecond  fort,  which  is  the  falfe 
Guatimala  or  true  Bahama,  bears  the  win« 
^er  better,  is  a  more  tall  and  vigorous 
plant,  is  raifed  in  greater  quantities  from 
the  fame  compafs  of  ground,  is  con- 
tent with  the  worft  foil  in  the  country, 
and  is  therefore  more  cultivated  than  the 
firft  fort,  though  inferior  in  the  quality  of 

its  dye. 

The 


5S  A  Tour  in  the 

The  third  fort  is  the  wild  indigo, 
which  is  indigenous  here  ;  this,  as  it  is 
a  native  of  the  country,  anfwers  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  planter  beft  of  all,  with  re- 
gard to  the  hardinefs  of  the  plant,  the 
eafinefs  of  the  culture,  and  the  quantity 
of  the  produce  :  of  the  quality  there  is 
fome  difpute,  not  yet  fettled  amongft  the 
planters  themfelves ;  nor  can  they  as  yet 
diftindly  tell  when  they  are  to  attribute 
the  faults  of  their  indigo,  to  the  nature 
of  the  plant,  to  the  feafons,  which  have 
much  intiuence  upon  it,  or  to  fome  defeat 
in  the  manufadure. 

The  time  of  planting  the  indigo  is 
generally  after  the  firft  rains  fucceeding 
the  vernal  equinox :  the  feed  is  fown  in 
fmall  ftraight  trenches,  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  inches  afunder  ;  w^hen  it  is  at  its 
height  it  is  generally  eighteen  inches  tall. 

It  is  lit  for  cutting,  if  all  things  an- 
fwer  well,  in  the  beginning  of  July. 

Towards  the  end  of  Augufl  a  fecorwi 
cutting  is   obtained,   and  if  they  have  a 

5  mild 
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mild  autumn  there  is  a  third  cutting  at 
Michaelmas. 

The  indigo  land  muft  be  weeded 
every  day,  the  plants  cleanfed  from, 
worms,  and  the  plantation  attended  with 
the  greateft  care  and  diligence ;  about 
twenty- five  negroes  may  manage  a  plan- 
tation of  fifty  acres,  and  complete  the 
manufacture  of  the  drug,  befides  pro- 
viding their  own  neceffary  fubfiftence, 
and  that  of  the  planter's  family,. 

Each  acre  yields,  if  the  land  be  very 
good,  fixty  or  feventy  pounds  weight  of 
indigo,  at  a  medium  the  produce  is  fifty 
pounds. 

This,  however,  Is  reckoned  by  many 
fkilful  planters  but  a  very  indifferent  crop. 

When  the  plant  is  beginning  to  blof- 
fom  it  is  fit  for  cutting,  and  when  cut 
great  care  ought  to  be  taken  to  bring  it  to 
the  fl;eeper  without  preffing  or  fhaking 
it,  as  great  part  of  the  beauty  of  the  in- 
idigo  depends  upon  the  fine  farina  which 
adheres  to  the  leaves  of  this  plant. 

The 
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The  apparatus  for  making  indigo  is 
pretty  confiderable,  though  not  veryexpen- 
iive,  for  befides  a  pump,  the  whole  connfts 
only  of  vats  and  tubs,  of  cyprefs  wood, 
common  and  cheap  in  this  country. 

The  indigo  when  cut  is  firft  laid  in  a 
vat,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long 
?ind  four  deep,  to  the  height  of  about 
fourteen  inches,  to  macerate  and  digeft : 
then  this  vefTel,  w^hich  is  called  ihtjietpcr, 
is  filled  with  water  ;  the  whole  having 
laid  from  about  twelve  to  fixteen  hours, 
according  to  the  weather,  begins  to  fer- 
ment, fwell,  rife,  and  grow  fenfibly 
warm  ;  at  this  time  fpars  of  wood  are 
run  acrofs,  to  mark  the  highefl  point  of 
its  afcent ;  when  it  falls  below  this  mark, 
they  judge  that  the  fermentation  has  at-^ 
tallied  its  due  pitch,  and  begins  to  abate; 
this  directs  the  managers  to  open  a  cock, 
and  let  off  the  water  into  another  vat 
which  is  called  the  beater^  the  grofs  mat-  ^ 
ter  that  remains  in  the  firft  vat  is  carried 
off  to  manure  the  ground,  for  which 
purpofe  it  is  excellent,  and  new  cuttings 

arQ 
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are  put  in,  as  long  as  the  havveft  of  this 
weed  continues. 

When  the  water,  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  the  particles  of  indigo,  has  run  into 
the  fecond  vat  or  beater,  they  atte'nd  with 
a  fort  of  bottomlefs  buckets  with  long 
handles  to  work  and  agitate  it,  which 
they  do  inceflantly,  until  it  heats,  fraths» 
ferments,  and  rifes  above  th-e  rim  '©f  the 
veffel  that  contains  it,  to  allay  this  violent 
fermentation  oil  is  thrown  in  as  the  fi^ofih 
rifes,  which  inftantly  finks  it. 

When  this  beating  has  continued  fot 
t  wenty,thirty  ,or  thirty-five  minutes,accord- 
ing  to  the  ftate  of  the  weather,  for  in  coc^ 
weather  it  requires  the  longefl  continued 
beating,  a  fmall  muddy  grain  begins  ta 
be  formed,  the  falts  and  other  particles  (!^ 
the  plant,  uni-ed  and  diflblved  before 
with  the  water,  are  now  re-rnirted  to- 
gether, and  begin  to  granulate. 

To  difcover  thefe  particles  the  better 
and  to  find  when  the  liquor  is  fufficientJy 
beaten,  they  take  up  fome  of  it  from 
time  to  time  on  a  plate,  or  in  a  glafs ; 

when 
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when  It  appears  in  a  hopeful  condition, 
they  let  loofe  fome  lime  water  from  an 
adjacent  veffel,  gently  ftirring  the  whole, 
which  wonderfully  facilitates  the  opera- 
tion ;  the  indigo  granulates  more  fully, 
the  liquor  aflumes  a  purplilh  colour,  and 
the  whole  is  troubled  and  muddy ;  it  is 
now  fuffered  to  fettle  ;  then  the  clearer 
part  is  permitted  to  run  off  into  another 
fuccefiion  of  veffels,  from  whence  the 
water  is  conveyed  away  as  fail  as  it  clears 
on  the  top,  until  nothing  remains  but  a 
thick  mud,  which  is  put  into  bags  of 
coarfe  linen.  Thefe  are  hung  up  and 
left  for  fome  time  until  the  moifture  is 
entirely  drained  off. 

To  finifh  the  drying,  this  mud  is  turned 
out  of  the  bags,  and  worked  upon  boards 
of  fome  porous  timber,  with  a  wooden  fpa- 
tula;  it  is  frequently expofed  to  the  morning 
and  evening  fun,  but  for  a  Ihort  time  only  : 
and  then  itisput  into  boxes  or  frames,  which 
is  called  the  curing,  expofed  again  to  the 
fun  in  the  fame  cautious  manner,  until 
with  great  labour  and  attention  the  opera- 
tion 
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tlon  Is  finiflied,  and  that  valuable  drug  or 
die  called  indigo  fitted  for  the  market. 

The  greateft  fkill  and  care  is  required 
in  every  part  of  the  procefs,  or  there 
may  be  great  danger  of  ruining  the 
whole  ;  the  water  muft  not  be  fufFered  to 
remain  too  fhort  or  too  long  a  time,  either 
in  the  fteeper  or  beater  ;  the  beating  itfelf 
muft  be  nicely  managed,  fo  as  not  to  ex- 
ceed or  fall  fhort;  and  in  the  curing 
theexad:  medium  between  too  much  or 
two  little  drying  is  not  eafily  attained. 

Nothing  but  experience  can  make  the 
overfeers  fkilful  in  thefe  matters. 

There    are  two  methods  of  trying  the 

goodnefs  of  indigo  ;  by  fire  and  by  water. 

If  it  fwlms  It  is  good.  If  it   finks    it 

is  naught,    the   heavier  the  worfe ;  fo  if 

it  wholly  diflblves  In  water  it  is  good. 

Another  way  of  proving  it,  is  by  the 
fire  ordeal  ;  if  it  entirely  burns  away  it 
is  good,  the  adulterations  remain  un- 
touched.' 

There  Is  perhaps  no  branch  of  ma- 
nufacture in  which  fo  large  profits  may 

be 
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be  made  upon  fo  moderate  a  fund  as  thsife 
of  indigo,  and  there  is  no  country  (ex- 
cpeting  on  the  banks  of  the  Mifliffippi)  iri 
which  this  manufacture  can  be  carried 
on  to  fuch  advantage  as  CaroHna,  where 
the  climate  is  healthy,  provifions  plen- 
tiful and  cheap,  and  every  thing  ne- 
ceflary  for  that  bufjnefs  had  with  th^ 
greatefl  eafe. 

To  do  juftice  to  the  Carolinians  they  have 
not  neglected  theie  advantages  ;  and  if 
they  had  not  revolted  from  Great  Britain, 
and  had  continued  to  improve  their  na- 
tural advantages  in  the  culture  of  this 
moft  valuable  commodity,  and  diligently 
attended  to  the  quality  of  their  goods, 
they  would  neceffarily  have  come  to  fup- 
ply  the  confumption  of  the  principal  part 
of  the  v/orld  therewith,  and  confequently 
have  rendered  their  country  the  richefl:, 
iis  it  is  one  of  the  pleafanteft  and  moft 
fertile  parts  of  North  America. 

Rice  anciently  formed  by  itfelf  the 
Haple  of  this  province  ;  this  wholefome 
grain  makes  a  great  part  of  the  food  of 

all 
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all  ranks  of  people  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  the  world;  in  the  northern  it  is  not 
fo  much  in  requeft. 

AVhilft  the  rigour  of  the  Britiih  afl 
of  navigation  obhged  them  to  fend  all 
their  rice  diredtly  to  England,  to  be  re- 
ihipped  for  the  markets  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  charges  incident  to  this 
regulation  lay  fo  heavy  upon  the  trade, 
that  the  cultivation  of  rice,  efpecially  in 
time  of  war,  when  thefe  charges  were 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  rife  of  the 
freight  and  infurance,  hardly  anfwered 
the  charges  of  the  planter. 

But  after  the  legiflature  had  relaxed  the 
law  in  this  refped:,  and  permitted  the 
South  Carolinians  to  fend  their  rice  di- 
redtly  to  any  place  to  the  fouthward  of 
Cape  Finifterre,  this  prudent  indulgence 
reftored  the  rice  trade  ;  and  although  they 
have  gone  largely,  and  with  great  fpirit 
into  the  profitable  article  of  indigo,  it  has 
not  diverted  their  attention  from  the  cul-, 
tivation  of  rice. 
Vol.  I.  F  Jufl 
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Jufl:  before  the  rebellion  in  America 
they  raifed  near  three  times  the  quantity 
of  what  they  made  formerly,  and  this 
branch  alone  of  their  commerce  was  then, 
at  the  lowed  eftimation,  worth  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  fterling  annually, 
viz.  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolt 
juft  mentioned. 

The  culture  of  rice  is  as  follows. 

Rice  is  a  hard  grain,  with  a  coarfe  thick 
hufk  fomewhat  refembling  Englifh  barley, 
only  whiter  and  much  harder. 

It  is  fowed  as  foon  as  it  cdtiveniently 
can  be  after  the  vernal  equinox,  from 
which  period  until  the  middle,  and  even 
the  laft  of  May,  is  the  ufual  time  of  put- 
ting it  in  the  ground. 
^  It  grows  beft  in  low  marfhy  land,  and 
fliould  be  fowed  in  furrows  twelve  inches 
afunder ;  it  requires  to  be  flooded,  and 
thrives  beft,  if  fix  inches  under  water ; 
the  water  is  occafionally  drained  off,  and 
turned  on  again  to  overflow  it,  for  three 

or  four  times. 

When 
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When  ripe  the  flraw  becomes  yelloWj 
and  it  is  either  reaped  with  a  fickle,  or 
cut  down  with  a  fcythe  and  cradle,  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  September  ;  after 
which  it  is  raked  and  bound,  or  got  up 
loofe,  and  threflied  or  trodden  out,  and 
winnowed  in  the  fame  manner  as  wheat 
or  barley. 

Hufking  it  requires  a  different  and  par- 
ticular operation,  in  a  mill  made  for  that 
purpofe. 

This  mill  is  conftruded  of  two  large 
flat  wooden  cylinders,  formed  like  fmall 
mill-ftones,  with  channels  or  furrows  cut 
therein,  diverging  in  an  oblique  direction 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference, 
made  of  an  heavy  and  exceedingly  hard 
timber  called  lightwood,  which  is  the 
knots  of  the  pitch  pine^ 

This  is  turned  with  the  hand  like  the 
common  hand  mills,  for  they  have  not 
as  yet  arrived  at  fuch  a  ftate  of  improve- 
ment and  perfedion  in  this  bufmefs  as  to 
make  ufe  of  horfe  mills,  which  might 
F  2  certainly 
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certainly  be  rendered  much  more  advan- 
tageous and  ufeful. 

After  the  rice  is  thus  cleared  of  the 
hulks,  it  is  again  winnowed,  when  it  is 
fit  for  exportation. 

After  this  procefs  the  value  of  this 
grain  upon  the  fpot  is  about  ten  (hillings 
fterling  per  hundred  weight. 

A  bulhel  of  rice  will  weigh  about  fixty- 
five  or  fixty-fix  pounds,  and  an  acre  of 
middling  land  will  produce  twenty-five 
buflaels. 

It  is  calculated  that  each  flave  may 
make  about  feventy-five  bufliels  of  rice, 
or  about  twenty- five  pounds  fierling,  at 
a  medium  annually. 

Cotton  is  alfo  a  moft  ufeful  produdion 
of  this  country,  and  of  all  the  fouthern 
provinces. 

Jt  is  cultivated  in  this  manner. 

About  eight  of  the  feeds,  which  fome- 
what  refemble  thofe  of  the  fjn-llower, 
are  planted  together  in  fmall  hills,  about 
two  feet  afunder  ;  for  this  purpofe  rich 
gravelly  foil  is  much  the  moft  proper, 
5  aud 
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and  that  number  of  feeds  are  put  in  the 
ground  becaufe  fo  many  of  them  are 
faulty  that  it  is  very  feldom  more  than 
two  or  three  of  all  the  eight  or  nine 
vegetate. 

In  about  ten  days  it  is  feen  above 
the  ground,  and  then  it  refembles  the 
leaf  of  the  kidney-bean.  As  the  fummer 
advances  it  mufl  be  weeded,  worked,  and 
the  earth  thrown  towards  the  roots  of  the 
plants. 

As  it  grows  it  fhoots  forth  into  eight, 
ten,  twenty  or  more  different  branches, 
and  when  ripe  is  about  twelve  or  eighteen 
inches  high  above  the  ground :  the  pods 
are  then  about  the  fize  of  a  black  walnut, 
of  a  dark  colour,  round,  and  pointed  at 
the  extremity.  When  perfedly  ripe  this 
pod  burfts  itfelf,  with  an  audible  crack, 
and  the  cotton  expands  itfelf  out  of  four 
or  five  different  cells,  each  of  which  con- 
tains a  {qq^,  furrounded  by  a  quantity  of 
fine  cotton  of  a  fnowy  whitenels. 

It  then  has  the  appearance,  at  a  diltance, 
of  large  iind  elegant  white  rofes,  of  ^:-^ 
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mofl  beautiful  and  perfe(S  whltenef?,  and 
at  this  tim^  it  is  gathered,  which  is  about 
the  fall  of  the  leaf,  that  is  the  latter 
end  of  Odober. 

Little  negroes  and  ufelefs  hands  are  em- 
ployed every  night  in  picking  the  feeds 
from  the  couon,  which  is  a  very  tedious 
^nd  tirefome  operation. 

Cotton  in  this  ftate  upon  the  fpot  is 
worth  three  pence  rterling  per  pound  in- 
cluding the  feeds,  and  when  they  are 
picked  from  it,  it  fells  for  a  fhilling  fter- 
ling  per  pound. 

An  acre  of  land  in  the  culture  of  cot- 
ton contains  about  feven  thoufand  five 
hundred  hills,  and  at  a  medium  would 
produce  perhaps  five  hundred  pounds 
weight. 

One  hand  or  Have  might  cultivate  five 
acres,  which  would  thus  produce  about 
thirty-two  pounds  fterling,  by  felling  it  in 
the  feed,  as  it  would  be  impolTible  for 
fuch  a  quantity  to  be  picked  by  any 
number  of  hands  a  planter  could  fpare. 
2  There 
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There  is  a  more  expeditious  method  of 
picking  cotton  by  a  machine  called  a  gin, 
which  however  breaks  many  of  the  feeds 
amongft  the  cotton,  and  renders  it  of  lefs 
value  than  what  is  picked  by  hand. 

Befides  the  above  two  ftaple  commodi- 
ties, indigo  and  rice,  South  Carolina  af- 
fords a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  lum- 
ber, provifion,  &c.  in  common  vv^ith  the 
reft  of  the  provinces,  for  annual  ex- 
portation. 

In  South  Carolina  the  foil  in  general  is 
richer,  and  more  fertile  than  in  Georgia. 

Thunder  and  lightning  is  like  wife  fre- 
quent, and  dreadfully  tremendous. 

This  province  is  alfo  fubjedt  to  hurri" 
canes,  but  they  are  very  rare,  and  not  fo 
violent  as  thofe  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

Part  of  the  month  of  March,  all  April, 
May,  and  the  greateft  part  of  June  are 
here  inexpreflibly  temperate  and  agreeable  j 
but  in  July,  Auguft  and  September  the 
heat  is  exceedingly  intenfe  ;  and  though 
the  winters  are  very  (harp,  efpecially 
F  4  when 
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when  the  north-weft  wind  prevails,  yet 
they  are  feidom  fevere  enough  to  freeze 
any  confiderable  water,  afFeding  only 
the  mornings  and  evenings  ;  the  frofts 
have  never  fufficient  ftrength  to  refift  the 
noon-day  fun  ;  fo  that  many  tender  plants, 
that  do  not  ftand  the  winter  in  Virginia, 
flourifii  in  South  Carolina,  for  they  have 
oranges  in  great  plenty,  in  and  near 
Charles  Town,  and  excellent  in  their 
kinds,  both  fweet  and  four.  Olives  are 
alfo  produced,  though  they  are  rather  ne- 
glected by  the  planter,  than  denied  by  the 
climate. 

The  vegetation  of  every  kind  of  plant 
is  here  almoft  incredibly  quick,  for  there 
is  fomething  io  kindly  in  the  air  and 
foil,  that  where  the  latter  has  the  mod 
barren  and  unpromifmg  appearance,  if 
negledled  for  a  while  it  throws  out  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  thofc  various  plants, 
and  beautiful  flowering  fhrubs,  for  which 
this  country  is  fo  famous,  and  of  which 
fiich  fme  drawings  have  been  made  in  the 

Natural  Hiftcry  of  Carolina. 

The 
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The  whole  country  is  in  a  n^anner 
one  univqffal  foreft,  where  the  planters 
have  not  cleared  it. 

The  trees  are  almoft  the  fame  in  every 
refpect  with  thofe  produced  in  Virginia, 
and  by  the  different  fpecies  and  growth 
of  thefe,  the  quality  and  excellence  of 
the  foil  is  eafily  difcovered  ;  for  thofe 
grounds  which  bear  the  oak,  the  poplar, 
the  walnut,  the  faffafras  and  the  hickory, 
are  extremely  fertile ;  they  are  of  a  dark 
fand,  intermixed  with  loam,  and  as  all 
iheir  lands  abound  with  nitre,  it  is  a  long 
time  before  it  is  exhaufted,  for  here  they 
never  ufe  any  manure. 

The  pine  barren  is  the  worft  of  all ; 
this  is  an  almoft  perfedly  white  fand, 
yet  it  bears  the  pine  tree,  and  fom^  other 
ufeful  plants  naturally,  yielding  good 
profit  in  pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine  :  when 
this  Tpecies  of  land  is  cleared,  for  two  or 
three  years  together  it  produces  very 
tolerable  crops  of  Indian  corn  and  peafe, 
and  when  it  lies  low  and  is  flooded  it 
jcven  anfwers  well  for  rice  ;  for  this  grain, 

as 
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*s  I  have  already  obferved,  mufl:  be  under 
water  more  than  half  the  time  of  its  cul- 
ture. 

But  what  is  the  beft  of  all  for  this 
province,  this  word  kmd  of  land  is  fa- 
vourable to  a  fpecies  of  the  moft  valuable 
of  all  its  produds  one  of  the  kinds  of 
indigo. 

There  is  another  fort  of  ground,  vihich 
lies  low  and  wet,  upon  fome  of  their 
rivers,  this  is  called  fwampy  which  In 
fome  places  is  m  a  manner  ufelefs,  in 
others  it  is  far  the  richelT;  of  all  their 
grounds ;  it  is  a  black  fat  earth,  and 
bears  their  great  ftaple  rice,  which  muft 
have  in  general  a  very  rich  foil,  in  the 
greateil  plenty  and  perfedion. 

The  country  near  the  fea,  and  at  the 
inouth  of  the  navigable  rivers,  is  much 
the  worft ;  for  moft  of  the  land  there 
is  of  the  fpecies  of  the  pale  light  fandy 
coloured  ground,  and  what  is  otherwifp 
in  thefe  parts  is  little  better  than  an  un- 
healthy and  unprofitable  fait  marfh. 

But 
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But'Xhe  country  as  you  advance  in  it 
improves  continually,  and  at  an  hundred 
miles  diftance  from  Charles  Town,  where 
it  begins  to  grow  hilly,  the  foil  is  of  a 
prodigious  fertility,  fitted  for  every  pur- 
pofe  of  human  life. 

The  air  is  pure  and  ^holefome,  and 
the  fummer  heats  much  more  temperate 
than  in  the  flat  country,  for  both  the  Ca- 
rolinas  are  all  an  even  plain,  for  eighty 
and  fometimes  an  hundred  or  more  miles 
from  the  fea ;  no  hill,  no  rock,  fcarce 
even  a  pebble  to  be  met  with ;  fo  that  th* 
beft  of  the  maritime  country,  from  this 
famenefs,  muft  want  fomething  of  that 
fine  efFeft,  which  its  beautiful  produds. 
would  have  by  a  more  variegated  and 
advantageous  dlfpofition ;  but  nothing  can 
be  imagined  more  pleafant  to  the  eye 
than  the  back  country,  and  its  fruitful- 
nefs  is  almoft  incredible. 

Wheat    grows   extremely    well    there, 
and  yields  a  prodigious  increafe.      In  the 

other 
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other  parts  of  South  Carolina  th,e)r  ralfe 
but  little,  where  it  is  apt  to  mildew,  and 
fpend  itfelf  in  ftraw;  and  thefe  evils  the 
planter  takes  very  little  care  to  redrefs,  as 
they  turn  their  whole  attention  to  the 
culture  of  indigo  and  rice,  which  is  more 
profitable,  and  in  which  they  are  unri- 
valled, being  fupplied  with  what  wheat 
and  flour  they  want,  in  exchange  for  this 
grain,  from  New  York  and  Penfylvania. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LIV. 

Method  of  clearmg  the  Land.     Vaji   Herds  of  Cattle. 

Charles  Toivn.    Port  Royal.      George  Toivn.     Wil^ 

iHington  in  North  Carolina.  Brtmfivick.    Fort  John- 

fort.      American   General   Hcwe.     Nenvbern.     Bath 

Town.    Pamphlico  Sound.  Edinton,  Albemarle  Sound. 


'  I     HE  land  in  South  Carolina  is  very 
i      eafily  cleared  every  where,  as  there 
is  little  or  no  underwood. 

Their  forefts,  which  is  indeed  the  whole 
country,  confift  moftly  of  large  and  lofty 
trees  at  a  confiderable  diftance  afunder  fo 
that  they  can  clear  in  South  Carolina 
more  land  in  a  week  than  in  fome  of  the 
forefts  of  Europe  they  can  do  in  a  month. 

Their  method  is  to  cut  them  down  at 
about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and  then 
faw  or  fplit  the  trees  into  boards,  or  con- 
vert them  into  ftaves,  heading,  or  other 
fpecies  of  lumber,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  wood,  or  the  demands  of  the  mar- 
ket. 

If 
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If  they  are  too  far  from  navigation,  they 
heap  them  together,  and  leave  them  ta 
rot.  The  roots  foon  decay,  and  before 
that  they  find  no  inconvenience  from 
them  where  land  is  fo  plenty. 

The  aboriginal  animals  of  this  country 
are  in  general  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  there  is  yet  a  greater  variety  of 
beautiful  fowls  and  birds,  among  which 
the  humming  bird  claims  the  pre-eminence 
in  extreme  beauty  and  delicacy. 

All  the  animals  of  Europe  are  here  in 
plenty  ;  black  cattle  are  multiplied  pro- 
digioufly. 

About  feventy  years  ago,  it  was  a  thing 
extraordinary  for  one  planter  to  have 
above  three  or  four  cows;  now  fome  have 
a  thoufand  ;  fome  in  North  Carolina,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  back  parts,  a  great  many 
more  ;  but  to  have  two  or  three  thoufand 
is  very  common. 

Thefe  ramble  all  day  at  pleafure  in  the 
woods,  but  their  calves  being  feparated  from 
them,  and  kept  in  fenced  paftures,  the  cows 
return  every  evening  to  them  j  they  are  then 

milked> 
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milked,  detained  all  night,   again  milked 
in  the  morning,  and  then  let  loofe. 

Tlie  hogs  range  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  return  like  the  cows,  but  not  fo  regu- 
larly, by  having  ihelter  and  fome  ^duals 
provided  for  them  at  the  plantation  ;  thefe 
are  vaftly  numerous,  and  many  quite  wild 
that  never  come  near  the  houfe. 

Many  horned  cattle  and  horfes  too  rua 
wild  in  the  woods,  as  I  have  related  in  the 
former  volume,  though  at  the  firll  fettle- 
ment  of  this  country  there  was  not  one  of 
thefe  animals  in  it. 

They  drive  a  great  many  cattle,  as  well 
as  hogs,  down  to  the  fea-ports,  to  be 
flaughtered  there,  and  faked  for  the  Weft 
Indies  ;  but  the  beef  is  neither  fo  good, 
nor  does  it  keep  near  fo  long,  as  what  is 
fent  to  the  fame  market  from  Ireland. 

They  alfo  export  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  live  cattle  to  Penfylvania  and  the 
Weft  Indies. 

Sheep  are  not  fo  plenty  as  the  black 
cattle  or  hogs,  neither  is  their  flefh  good, 
and  their  wool  is  very  ordinary. 

The 
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The  people  of  South  Carolina,  while 
under  the  mild  and  eaiy  government  of 
Great  Britain,  lived  in  the  fame  plentiful 
and  luxuriant  manner  with  the  Virginians 
defcribed  in  the  former  volume. 

Poverty  was  then  almoft  an  entire  ftran- 
ger  in  this  province,  and  the  planters  were 
the  mofl:  hofpitable  people  that  could  be 
met  with,  to  all  Grangers,  and  efpecially  to 
fuch  as  by  accident  or  misfortune  were 
rendered  incapable  of  providing  for  them- 
felves. 

But  now  the  appearance  of  this  fine 
province  is  totally  changed  fmce  the  ge- 
neral and  unhappy  revolt. 

There  is  no  longer  the  face  of  plenty 
to  be  feen,  nor  are  the  doors  of  bofpitality 
now  open  to  the  ftranger,  whofe  life,  as 
well  as  property,  is  not  even  by  any 
means  fecure. 

Charles  Town  is  fo  generally  known, 
and  has  been  fo  frequently  defcribed  al- 
ready>  that  any  thing  concerning  it  can  be 
little  elfe  than  a  repetition  of  what  has 
often  been  mentioned  by  others  j   but  as 

fome 
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lome  account  of  it  will  be  expeded,  Ifliall 
bnlyjufl  obferve,that  it  lies  in  latitude  thir- 
ty-two  degrees  forty  minutes  north,  and  lon- 
gitude eighty  degrees  forty  liiinutes  weft, 
and  is  the  only  town  in  the  province,  or  in- 
deed in  all  the  fouthern  provinces,  worthy 
of  notice. 

It  is  the  Metropolis  of  South  Carolina,  and 
for  fize,  beauty,  and  trade,  may  be  confi^ 
dered  as  one  of  the  firft  cities  in  Britidi 
America. 

Charles  Town  is  fituated  on  a  point 
of  land  at  the  confluence  of  two  navigable 
rivers,  named  Aftley,  and  Cooper  RiverSj 
one  of  which  is  navigable  forfliips  twenty 
miles  aboVe  the  town,  and  for  fmaller  vef« 
fels  near  forty. 

The  fituation  Is  admirably  chofen,  for 
almoft  every  purpofe,  and  it  has  been 
long  confidered  among  the  firft  in  Ame- 
tier  for  ftrength,  commerce,  and  beauty. 

The  harbour  is  good  in  every  rerpedl,but 
that  of  a  bar,  which  hinders  veflels  of  more 
than  two  hundred  tons  burden  from  en- 
tering. 

Vol,  II.  Q  The 
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The  town  is  regularly,  and  at  this  time 
very  flrongly  fortified,  both  by  nature  and 
art ;  the  Hreets  are  well  formed,  the  houfes 
are  large  and  well  built,  fome  of  them  are 
of  brick,  and  others  of  wood,  but  moft  of 
them  handfome  and  elegant,  and  rent  is 
extremely  high. 

The  flreets  are  v/ide  and  ftraight,  inter- 
fe(5ling  each  other  at  right  angles,  thefe 
running  eaft  and  weft  extend  about  a  mile 
from  one  river  to  the  other. 

It  contains  about  a  thoufand  houfes, 
and  is  the  feat  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
place  of  meeting  of  the  affembly. 

The  principal  courts  of  juilice  are  alfa 
held  here  ftill;  a  few  years  ago  there  were, 
courts  of  judicature  nowhere  elfe  inthepro- 
vince ;  but  fuch  are  now  held  alfo  at  the  ca- 
pital of  each  of  the  fix  prccinds,  which 
determine  all  trifling  matters,  and  inferior 
caufeso 

The  neighbourhood  of  Charles  Town 
is  beautiful  beyond  defcription. 

There  is  a  road  particularly  fo,  that  ex- 
tends the  diflance  of  fix  or  eight   miles, 

9  which 
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tvhich  fnrpafles  every  thing  of  the  kind  iii 
the  world. 

Several  handfome  equipages  are  kept 
here.  The  planters  and  merchants  are 
rich,  and  well-bred  j  the  people  are  (howy, 
and  expenfive  in  their  drefs  and  way  of 
living ;  fo  that  every  thing  confpires  to 
make  this  the  livelieft,  the  pleafanteft, 
and  the  politeft  place,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
richeft  too,  in  all  America. 

The  large  fortunes  that  haVe  been  ac- 
quired in  this  city,  front  the  accellion  and 
circulation  of  its  trade,muft  neceflarily  have 
had  great  influence  on  the  manners  of  the 
inhabitants ;  for  of  all  the  towns  in  North 
America  it  is  the  one  in  which  the  conveni- 
ences of  luxury  are  moft  to  be  met  with. 

Confiderable  additions,  and  new  works, 
have  been  added  to  the  fortifications  of 
Charles  Town  at  very  great  labour  and 
expence,  both  by  the  Americans  and  Bri- 
tifh,  fmce  the  general  revolt;  a  cut  or 
fcanal  has  been  formed  from  river  to  river, 
acrofs  the  peninfula,  without  the  town, 
'^hich  now  renders  it  an  ifland. 

Ga  A» 
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As  South  Carolina  met  with  infinitely 
more  attention  from  government  than  the 
other  provinces,  the  commerce  of  this 
country  alone  employed  an  hundred  and 
forty  fhips  ;  and  its  exports  to  Great  Bri- 
tain of  native  commodities,  on  an  average 
of  three  years,  amounted  to  more  than 
three  hundred  and  ninety-five  thoufand 
pounds  fieri ing  annual  value,  and  its 
imports  to  three  hundred  and  fixty-five 
thoufand  pounds  a  year. 

The  trade  between  South  Carolina  and 
the  Weft  Indies  was  very  large;  that  with 
the  Indians  was  likewife  in  a  very  flou- 
riihlng  condition,  and  they  carried  Briti(h 
goods  on  pack-horfes  five  or  fix  hundred 
miles  into  the  country  weft  of  Charles 
Town. 

Charles  Town  was  computed  to  contain 
about  fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants, before  it  vv^as  evacuated  by  the  Bri- 
tifti ;  but  now  it  contains  fcarcely  half  that 
number, 

^  The  beft  harbour  in  this  province  is  to 
the  fouthward,  near  the  borders  of  Georgia, 
named  Port  Royal,  This 
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This  might  give  a  capacious  and  fafe 
reception  to  the  largeft  fleets  of  the  greateft 
bulk  and  burden,  yet  the  town,  which  is 
called  Beaufort,  (where  we  juft  called  and 
remained  at  one  night,  on  our  journey  to 
Charles  Town  from  Savannah,)  built  upon 
an  ifland  of  the  fame  name  with  the  har- 
bour, is  not  as  yet  conliderable,  being  only 
an  infignificant  ftraggling  village. 

We  remained  in  Charles  Town  only  a 
week, after  our  returnfrom  Ninety- fix,  and 
fet  out  on  our  journey  northward. 

On  the  fecond  day  at  night  we  arrived 
at  George  Town,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Win- 
yah  Bay,  which  is  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Peedee  defcribed  in  the  former  vo- 
lume, after  croffing  an  inconfiderable  wa- 
ter-courfe  at  a  ferry,  named  Sawee,  and 
the  large  and  very  fine  river  Santee,  which 
is  the  mouth  of  the  rivers  Congaree, 
Wateree,  and  Catawba,  an  account  of 
which  has  alfo  been  given  already. 

George  Town  is  the  capital  of  a  pre- 

da£t  of  the  fame  name,  has  a  good  harbour 

Q3  for 
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for  fmall  veffels,  and  carries  on  a  confi- 
iderable  trade. 

It  is  about  twice  as  large  as  Beaufort, 
and  may  contain  about  an  hundred  houfes. 

The  diftance  from  Charles  Town  to 
this  place  is  about  fixty-five  miles. 

We  ftaid  in  George  Town  only  twq 
days,  and  then  fet  out  on  our  journey, 
which  now  lay  very  near  the  fea  fhore. 

On  the  third  evening  we  came  to  Wil- 
mington, for  a  confiderable  time  the  capita} 
pf  North  Carolina,  having  dined  that  day 
vx  a  little  town  named  Brunfwick,  (ituated  on 
the  weft  fide  of  Cape  Fear  River  or  Bay. 
and  fixten  miles  diftantfromWilmington. 

Wilmington  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  fidq 
of  Cape  Fear  River,  which  is  the  entrance 
into  the  Atlantic  of  the  Deep  River,  Little 
River,  and  Haw  River,  formerly  defcribed, 
and  is  ajfo  compofed  of  two  principal 
branches,  one  named  the  North-weft  Ri- 
yer,  or  North-weft  branch  of  Cape  Fear, 
which  is  much  the  largeft,  the  other  is 
called  the  North-eaft  River,  or  the  north- 
^aft  branch  of  Cape  Fear,  the  confluence 

9f 
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of  which  is  at  Wilmington,  and  the  en- 
trance of  this  river  into  the  Atlantic  is  at 
Cape  Fear,  a  remarkable  promontory  on 
the  American  coaft,  a  Httle  diilance  from 
Fort  Johnfon  which  is  about  nine  miles 
below  Brunfwick. 

Wilmington  has  no  appearance  of  ever 
having  been  the  capital  of  a  province, 
being  nothing  better  than  a  village,  con- 
taining near  about  two  hundred  houfes,  a 
few  of  which  however  are  pretty  good 
cind  handfome. 

There  is  a  very  excellent  harbour  here 
for  fmall  veffels,  but  a  bar  at  the  mouth 
prevents  large  ones  from  getting  in. 

It  is  about  one  hundred  miles  from 
George  Town  in  South  Carolina,  and  one 
hundred  and  fixty-five  from  Charley 
Towi^. 

The  land  around  this  place  is  miferably 
poor,  being  nothing  but  a  fand-bank  co- 
vered with  pines  ;  but  Wilmington  not- 
withftanding  carries  on  a  confiderable 
trade,  efpecially  to  the  Weft  Indies,  an4 
jto  the  northern  colonies. 

G  4  The 
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The  little  town  of  Brunfwick  ftands  in 
a  exceedingly  pleafant  fituation,  but  is 
yery  inconfiderable ;  nor  does  it  contain 
pore  than  fifty  or  fixty  houTes. 

Fort  Johnfon,  which  was  intended  to 
defend  the  mouth  of  this  harbour,  is  a 
place  of  no  flrength,  and  it  is  toD  ridicu- 
lous to  give  it  the  name  of  a  Fort.  Howe- 
ver there  is  annually  an  eftabliflied  fum 
granted  for  fupporting  the  appearance  of 
agarrifon  in  it,  and  alfo  under  pretence  of 
keeping  it  in  repair. 

Here  Mr.  Robert  Howe  commanded  ; 
a  man  of  no  fmall  confequence  in  his  own 
eRimation,who  has  fince  arrived  at  the  rank 
of  major  general  in  the  American  army. 

Mr.  Howe,  otherwife  not  an  unworthy 
man,  was  always  fo  very  fond  of  oftenta- 
tion,  that  he  almoft  ftarved  his  poor  wife 
and  family  at  home,  in  order  that  he  him- 
felf  might  be  able  to  cut  a  figure  everyyear 
at  the  races  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

About  eighteen  miles  from  Wilmington 
js  More's  Creek  Bridge,  where  the  unfor- 
tunate North  Carolina  loyalifts  were  de- 
feated. Thq 
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The  fettlements  upon  this  river  and 
Jts  branches  are  greatly  depopulated,  or 
decreafed  in  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
fince  the  general  revolt,  in  a  more  conil- 
derable  degree  perhaps  than  any  other  part 
of  America. 

After  two  days  flay  in  Wilmington,  we 
purfued  our  journey  to  Newbern,  where 
we  arrived  at  the  end  of  three  more  days, 
being  about  ninety-five  or  an  hundred 
miles  from  Wilmington. 

Newbern,  which  is  now  the  capital  of 
North  Carolina,  is  fituated  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  rivers  News  and  Trent. 

It  is  a  pretty  little  town,  fomewhat  larger 
than  Wilmington,  and  contains  feveral 
exceeding  good  and  even  elegant  houfes. 

The  low  grounds  on  the  News  andTrent 
Rivers  are  here  very  wide,  and  uncommonly 
Jow;  being  fubject  to  be  flooded,  there  are 
fometimes  inundations  of  feveral  miles  in. 
extent,  which  render  this  part  of  the  cour;- 
iry  very  unwholefome. 

Newbern  is  certainly  more  central 
than  any  other  town  in  North  Carolina, 

and 
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and  on  that  account  it  is  that  it  is  now 
fixed  on  to  be  the  metropolis  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

We  remained  only  one  day  in  New- 
bern,  and  then  fet  out  for  Bath  Town, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  following  even- 
ing, being  about  thirty-two  miles  from 
Newbern. 

Bath  Town  is  a  pretty  little  place,  fitu- 
ated  at  the  extremity  of  a  fmall  bay  that 
comes  out  of  the  north  fide  of  Pamphlico 
River,  which  is  the  mouth  of  Tar  River, 
and  runs  into  Pamphlico  Sound,  about 
twenty-five  miles  below  this  place. 

This  river  has  already  been  defcribed  la 
the  fir  ft  volume. 

PamphHco  Sound  is  a  prodigious  body 
of  water,  lying  between  Cape  Hatteras, 
and  the  main  land  or  continent,  commu- 
nicating with  the  ocean  by  feveral  inlets, 
all  of  which  have  dangerous  bars  with 
fhallow  water  upon  them ;  and  the  bay  or 
found  itfelf  is  equally  hazardous,  being 
fullof  flioals,  and  dreadful  fand-banks. 

Althpugl^ 
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Although  this  found  contains  fuch  aa 
immenfe  body  of  water,  it  receives  no 
j-ivers  of  any  note,  but  News  River,  and 
Tar  River,  which  are  by  no  means  conli- 
derable. 

We  fct  out  from  Bath  Town  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  next  day,  and  on  the 
following  evening  came  to  Duckenfield, 
pn  the  fouth  fide  of  Albemarle  found,  op- 
pofite  to  Edenton,  v^hich  is  forty- five 
jniles  from  Bath  Town. 

The  ferry  being  at  this  plaee  feven  or 
leight  miles  wide,  we  v>^ere  obliged  to  ftay 
here  all  night,  and  the  next  day  alfo,  the 
wind  blov^^ing  too  hard  for  the  ferry-boats 
to  crofs. 

Duckenfield  is  a  moft  delightful  and 
charming  fituation,  but  the  land  is  poor, 
as  indeed  it  is  every  where  that  way,  and 
fhe  accommodations  here  are  miferable,  as 
they  likewife  are  all  along  this  road  the 
whole  way,  excepting  in  the  towns,  and  in 
them  your  horfes  muft  fuffcr. 

Neither  could  we  enjoy  the  beauties  of 
ibe  perfpedtive,  and  delightfulnefs  of  the 

fituation 
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fituation  of  this  place,  on  account  of  the 
anxiety  of  our  minds,  and  the  vexation  of 
being  detained  at  it,  even  in  fight  of 
Edenton,  the  place  where  we  were  fo  de- 
firous  of  reaching. 

However  on  the  fecond  day  the  wind 
abated,  and  we  were  carried  over  this  wide 
and  beautiful  found  to  Edentown,  where 
we  arrived  foon  enough  for  dinner. 

Albemarle  Sound  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Roanoak  River,  a  very  particular  defcrip- 
tion  of  which  has  already  been  given  in 
the  former  volume  •  it  alfo  receives  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Maherren,  Nottoway,  BlackWa' 
ter  and  Chowan  Rivers,  and  contains  an 
immenle  body  of  water. 

It  communicates  with  the  fea  by  feveral 
inlets,  but  by  reafon  of  bars  at  the  mouth 
of  each  of  them  only  fmall  vefTels  and 
ihips  of  light  burden  can  come  into  it. 

This  is  a  vaft  impediment  to  the  trade  of 
Edenton,  and  is  alfo  the  great  misfortune 
of  all   North  Carolina. 

The  town  of  Edenton  ftands  on  the 
:^iorih  fide  of  Albeniarle  Sound,   is  about 

the 
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the  fize  of  Newbern,  perhaps  fomething 
larger,  and  for  a  confiderable  time  was 
alfo  the  capital  of  the  province. 

It  is  by  far  the  moft  pleafant  and  beau- 
tiful town  in  North  Carolina,  and  drives 
on  a  very  confiderable  commerce,  although 
the  harbour  is  but  indifferent,  befides  the 
difadvantages  of  the  bars  at  the  inlets  to 
Albemarle  Sound  which  prevent  (hips  of 
any  confiderable  burden  from  approach- 
ing it. 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.     LV. 

Defer  ipi'ion  of  the  Country,     Dfagreeabh  and  unhealitp 

Vajl  Profit  in  inakijig  Tur  and  Turpentine.  P  race  ft 

for  making  Pitchy    Tar ^  and  Turpentine.    Exports  of 

North  Carolina.    South  Carolina  and  Virginia  fliare 

great  Part  of  tho  Trade  of  North  Carolina.  The  gr  vt 

Alligator.  Difnal  Swamp.  The  Great  Dtfmal.    Haf" 

houifot  luild  Beafs  and  runaivay  Negroes. 

^URING  all  this  long  journey  of 
about  three  hundred  and  ninety  or 
four  hundred  miles,  I  have  fcarce  feen  any 
good  land  fnice  I  left  George  Town  in 
South  Carolina. 

It  is  all  univerfally  an  immenfe  fand- 
bank  covered  with  pines,  which  however 
generally  grow  very  tall  and  lofty. 

It  is  likewife  totally  a  wide  extended 
dead  flat,  covered  in  a  thoufand  places 
with  ftagnated  water,  which  without  doubt 
muft  be  extremely  unhealthful ;  this  thd 
fallow  cadaverous  complexion  and  counte- 
nances of  the  inhabitants  fufficiently  evin- 
ces. How- 
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However,  what  is  very  extraordinary  is, 
that  this  land  that  appears,  and  actually 
is,  totally  barren  and  altogether  ufelefs 
and  unlit  for  any  kind  of  culture,  yields 
more  profit  to  the  occupiers,  from  the 
fmalleft  capital  imaginable,  than  can  well 
be  conceived  was  it  not  fo  well  authenti- 
cated, and  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  any 
country  in  the  univerfe. 

This  prodigious  profit  is  derived  from 
making  tar,  which  is  one  of  the  moft 
eftimable  ftaples  of  North  Carolina. 

In  making  this  commodity,  they  have 
not  occafion  for  more  than  two,  three,  or 
four  flaves,  and  they  can  clear  by  each 
ihare  or  labourer  from  one  hundred  pounds, 
to  two  hundred  pounds  fterling,  and  up- 
Vv'ards,  annually. 

The  procefles  of  niaking,  turpentine, 
tar,  and  pitch  are  as  follow. 

Being  all  the  produce  of  one  tree,  viz; 
the  pine,  the  turpentine  is  drawn  fimply 
from  incifions,  or  rather  notches  cut  in 
the  tree  :  they  are  made  from  as  great  a 
height  as  a  man  can  reach  with  an  hatchet. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  incifions  meet  at  the  bottofii  o£ 
the  tree  in  a  point,  where  they  pour  theif 
contents  into  a  vefTel  placed  there  to  receive 
them. 

There  Is  nothing  farther  in  this  procefsi 

Tar  requires  a  more  confiderable  appa-^ 
ratus,  and  greater  trouble. 

They  prepare  a  circular  floor  of  clayj 
declining  a  little  towards  the  center  j  front 
this  is  laid  a  pipe  of  wood,  the  upper  part 
olf  which  is  even  with  the  floor,  and 
reaches  ten  feet  without  the  circumference; 
tinder  the  end  the  earth  is  dug  away,  and 
barrels  placed  to  receive  the  tar  as  it  runs. 

Upon  the  floor  is  built  up  a  large  pile^ 
in  form  of  a  circular  pyramid,  of  pine- 
wood  fplit  in  pieces,  and  furrounded,  or  ra- 
ther covered  over  with  a  wall,  coat,  or  body 
of  earth,  leaving  only  a  fmall  aperture  at 
the  top  where  the  fire  is  firfl  kindled. 

When  the  fire  begins  to  burn,  they  co- 
ver this  opening  likewife,  to  confine  thfe 
fire  from  flaming  out,  and  to  leave  only 
fiifficient  heat  to  force  the  tar  downwards 
to  the  floor.     They  temper  the  heat  as 

they 
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they  pleafe,  by  running  a  Hick  Into  the 
wall  or  thick  coat  of  clay,  and  giving 
it  air. 

Barrels  are  placed  at  the  end  of  the  pipe 
of  wood  to  receive  the  tar,  and  are  car- 
ried away  as  they  are  filled,  empty  ones 
being  put  in  their  places. 

Pitch  is  made  by  boiling  tar  in  large 
iron  kettles  fet  in  furnaces,  or  burning  it 
in  round  clay  holes  made  in  the  earth. 

Great  quantities  of  pitch,  tar,  and  tur- 
pentine are  made  in  this  province,  and  of 
thefe  confifts  a  great  part  of  their  exports 
by  fea. 

In  the  fouthern  parts  of  North  Carolina 
they  make  confiderable  quantities  of  rice 
and  indigo,  the  chief  part  of  which  is 
fliipped  from  South  Carolina. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  this  province 
they  make  a  great  deal  of  tobacco,  which 
is  chiefly  tranfported  by  land-carriage  into 
Virginia,  and  fliipped  from  thence. 

In  the  back  frontiers  of  North  Carolina 

they  raife  a  great  many  cattle  and   hogs, 

and  make  very  confiderable  quantities  of 

Vol.  II.  H  butter 
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butter  and  flour,  almoft  all  of  which  alfo  " 
is  carried  into  Virginia  to  market,  befides 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  flcins   and  furs 
which  they  annually  colled. 

On  the  fea-coaft  and  near  it,  they  make 
large  quantities  of  Indian  corn,  peas,  pitch, 
tar,  and  turpentine,  all  of  which  only  is 
fhipped  from  the  ports  of  this  province. 

By  this  it  may  be  readily  perceived  how 
difficult  a  tafk  it  would  be  to  afcertain  the . 
real  annual  produce  of  North  Carolina, 
confidering  the  great  value  of  the  produds 
of  this  province  which  are  carried  every 
year  both  to  South  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
bearing  the  name  of,  and  adding  to  the 
exports  of  thefe  provinces. 

However  the  apparent  exports  of  North 
Carolina  are  computed  at  more  than  fixty-r 
eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling  annually, 
and  her  imports  at  eighteen  thoufand  at 
leaft. 

This  I  do  not  conceive  to  be  more  than 
one-third  of  the  produce  of  the  province; 
ncj  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  the  goods 
brought  into  it,  the  reft   of  which  come 

through 


Untied  States  of  America^  gg 

through  the  channels  of  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina,  by  the  means  of  land- 
carriage. 

So  that  the  annual  value  of  the  mer- 
chantible  products  of  North-Carolina  may- 
be about  two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
pounds  fierling,  and  her  confumption  of 
European  or  foreign  goods  about  feventy 
thoufand  pounds* 

In  this  view,  deducting  the  proportion 
of  the  North  Carolina  commodities  from 
the  exports  of  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
lina, this  province  will  plainly  appear  to 
be  of  more  confequence  and  eftimation 
than  flie  has  hitherto  been  held  in. 

No  province  nor  colony  on  the  conti- 
nent vs  as  in  a  more  flourifhing  condition 
than  North  Carolina  before  the  general 
revolt,  but  fince  that  fatal  period,  and  at 
this  prefent  time,  I  believe  there  is  none 
more  truly  miferable  and  wretched. 

The  difference  between  the  currency  of 
North  Carolina  and  fterling  is  thirty-three 
and  a  third  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

The  rates  andexpence  of  travelling  are 
H  2  not 
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not  materially  different  from  thofe  already 
mentioned  in  the  more  fouthern  provinces, 
but  accommodations  are  almoft  every  1 
where,  efpecially  on  and  near  the  fea- 
coaft,  intolerably  bad,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  dreary,  melancholy  and  uncom- 
fortable than  the  almoft  perpetual  folitary 
dreary  pines,  fandy  barrens,  and  difmal 
fwampSj  that  are  met  with  throughout  the 
whole  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

But  there  is  a  fvvamp  in  this  province 
which  is  indeed  difmal  far  beyond  defcrip- 
tion,  and  can  only  be  exceeded  by  another, 
on  the  borders  next  to  Virginia,  actually 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  Great 
"Difmal  Swamps  in  dreadful  and  horrid 
preheminence. 

This  one  firil  mentioned  Is  alfo  called 
the  Great  Alligator  difmal  Swamps  and  lies 
between  thofe  two  vaft  expanfes  of  water, 
or  rather  feas,  named  Pamphlico  and  Al- 
bemarle Sounds. 

This  afioiiiihiiig  and  horrible  place  is 
about  forty  miles  in  length,  and  about  fif- 
teen or  twenty  in  breadth,   with  a  large 
4  lake 
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lake  In  the  middle  feveral  miles  in  dia- 
meter. It  is  reported  to  be  named  from 
a  monftrous  Alligator  or  Crocodile  of  a 
moft  prodigious  magnitude  that  once  was 
feen  here,  many  of  which  of  the  common 
fize  ftill  infeil  it. 

As  the  account  I  had  of  this  Dijmal 
Swamp  is  only  from  the  report  of  thofe 
who  have  been  in  and  around  it,  and  who 
refided  in  its  vicinity,  I  fhall  defer  any 
farther  defcription  of  it  until  I  come  to 
mention  the  Great  Difmal  itfelf,  which  .1 
examined  perfonally  and  palled  through  ; 
as  I  underftand  they  bear  fo  flrong  a  fimi- 
litude,  that  a  reprefentation  of  the  one  will 
give  a  good  idea  of  the  other. 

At  prefent  1  fhall  only  juft  obferve 
that  thefe  places  are  in  a  great  degree  in- 
acceffible,  and  harbour  prodigious  multi- 
tudes of  every  kind  of  wild  beafts  pecu- 
liar to  America,  as  v/ell  as  run- away  Ne- 
groes, who  in  thefe  horrible  fwamps  are 
perfedly  fafe,  and  with  the  greatell  faci- 
lity elude  the  mod  diligent  fearch  of  their 
purfuers, 

H  3  Run- 
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Run-away   Negroes    have    refided    in 
thefe  places  for  twelve,  twenty,  or  thirty 
years  and  upwards,  fubfifting  themfelves 
in  the  fwamp  upon  corn,  hogs,  and  fowls, 
that  they  raifed  on  fome  of  the  fpots  not 
perpetually  under  water,  nor  fubjed  to  be 
flooded,  as  forty-nine  parts  out  of  fifty  of 
it  are  ;  and  on  fuch  fpots  they  have  erecced 
habitations,  and  cleared  fmall  fields  around 
them  5  yet  thefe  have  always  been  perfectly 
impenetrable  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  around,  even  to  thofe  neareft 
to  and  beft  acquainted  with  the  fwamps. 

We  ourfeives  travelled  upon  the  edge 
of  this  Great  Alligctor  Difmal  Swa?np  the 
greater  part  of  the  way  from  Bath  Town 
?o  Duckenfield. 
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CHAP.      LVI. 

Leave  Edenton.  Arrive  at  Stt^olh  in  Virginia.  T)s- 
fcription  of  Su^-'olk.  Smithfield.  Pagan'' s  Creek.  Crofs 
James  River  at  Hog  Ifumd.  Arrive  at  IViHiamf' 
burg.  Part  with  Mr.  Morris.  College  of  William 
afid  Mary  at  Williani/hurg.  Foundation  of  it.  Edti- 
cation  of  Indians.  Return  to  their  former  favage  and 
uncivilized  State. 

E  remained  in  Edenton  only  a  few- 
days,  and  then  purfued  our  jour- 
ney northward,  through  a  country  co- 
vered with  fand  and  pines,  a  continued 
dead  fiat,  infefted  with  fwamps,  and  the 
land  every  where  miferably  poor  and 
barren. 

On  the  fecond  day  after  we  left  Eden- 
ton in  North  Carolina  we  arrived  at  a 
town  named  Suffolk,  in  Virginia,  having 
alfo  travelled  around  on  the  edge  of  the 
Great  Difmal  the  principal  part  of  this 
journey. 

Suffolk  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  navigable 

water- courfe  named  Nanfimond  River,  a 

H  4  branch 
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branch  of  the  James  River,  which  it  en- 
ters at  Crany  Ifland  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Hampton  Roads,  oppofite  to  New  Port- 
Noofe. 

It  is  lixty  miles  from  Edenton,  and 
about  twenty-two  miles  within  the  boun- 
dary Hne  of  Virginia. 

Suffolk  contains  about  an  hundred 
houfes,  and  carries  on  a  pretty  briik  trade, 
having  a  very  confiderable  fhare  of  the 
commerce  of  the  northern  counties  of 
North  Carolina. 

It  is  ninety  miles  from  Halifax,  and 
thirty  from  Norfolk,  the  road  to  which 
from  hence  is  carried  round,  and  through 
part  of  the  Great  Difmal. 

Suffolk  {lands  on  a  foil  fo  very  fandy, 
that  in  every  ftep  in  the  ftreet  the  fand 
comes  above  your  ancles,  which  renders 
it  extremely  difagree^ble ;  to  remedy 
this  inconvenience  in  fome  fmall  degree, 
near  their  doors  they  have  emptied  barrels 
of  tar  or  pitch,  which  fpreads  wide,  the 
fand  incorporating  v^rith  it,  and  forming 

a  hard 
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?i  hard  folid  confiflence,  fome  kind  of  an 
apology  for  pavement,  and  thereby  ren- 
ders walking  much  more  tolerable. 

The  houfes  in  Suffolk  are  low,  being 
generally  not  more  than  one  ftory  high, 
which  is  indeed  the  ground  ftory  only; 
the  river  Nanfemond  is  navigable  at  and 
above  the  town,  but  there  is  a  wooden 
bridge  over  it  here,  and  only  fmall  veflels 
qan  come  up  even  to  Suffolk. 

^he  trade  of  this  place  confifts  chiefly 
of  turpentine,  tar,  pitch,  tobacco,  and  pork 
v/hich  is  killed,  faked,  and  barrelled  up 
here,  alfo  lumber,  Indian  corn,  and  fome 
wheat. 

We  tarried  only  one  day  in  Suffolk, 
and  on  the  following  afternoon  rode 
through  a  little  town  called  Smithfield, 
fituated  upon  a  fmall  branch  of  James 
River  named  Pagan's  Creek. 

This  town  is  fcarcely  half  as  large  as 
Suffolk,  and  carries  on  but  a  very  incon- 
fiderable  trade,  which  is  chiefly  in  to- 
bacco, here  being  an  infpedion  for  that 
commodity,  and  public  warehoufes  like- 
wife, 
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wife,  named  Pagans.    Smithfield  Is  about 
eighteen  or  tv/enty  miles  from  Suffolk. 

It  is  very  unwholefome  on  account  of 
extenfive  marfhes  juft  in  its  vicinity,  and 
Pagan's  Creek  is  navigable  to  the  town. 
This  creek  is  crofied  in  a  ferry  boar, 
which  is  both  difagreeable  and  dangerous. 

We  went  about  twelve  miles  beyond 
Smithiield  that  night,  and  next  morning 
arrived  at  James  River. 

The  weather  being  fine,  and  the  v^^ater 
remarkably  fmooth  and  calm,  we  had  a 
very  agreeable  paifage  over  at  a  place 
called  Hog  Illand  Ferry,  and  arrived  at 
Williamfburg  to  dinner. 

As  the  college  of  William  and  Mary  at 
Williamfburg,  being  the  only  inftitutioa 
of  the  kind  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Ame- 
rica, has  not  as  yet  been  adverted  to,  I 
(hall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  juft 
giving  a  fketch  of  its  foundation,  and 
prefent  eftablifhment,  before  I  leave  the 
colony  of  Virginia,  and  clofe  this  chapter. 

This  college  was  founded  by  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  James  Blair,  a  Scots  clergyman, 

by 
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by  voluntary  fubfcrlption,  towards  which 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  whofe 
names  it  bears,  gave  two  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  in  money,  and  twenty  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  with  authority  to  purchafe 
and  hold  lands  to  the  annual  value  of  two 
thoufand  pounds,  and  likewife  granted  it 
a  duty  of  one  penny  per  pound  on  all 
tobacco  exported  from  Virginia  to  the 
other  plantations.  Mr.  Blair  was  the  firft 
prefident,  and  continued  in  that  fituation 
near  fifty  years. 

There  is  a  prefident,  fix  profefTors,  and 
other  officers,  v/ho  are  nominated  by  the 
governors  and  viiitors. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Boyle  made  a 
very  large  donation  to  this  college  for  the 
education  of  Indian  children  ;  but  this 
part  of  the  inftitution  has  not  by  any 
means  fucceeded. 

Some  experiments  have  evinced  that 
thofe  Indians  who  have  been  educated  at 
this  college,  and  thereby  brought  to  ci- 
vilized and  polifhed  manners,  have  al- 
ways embraced  the  firfl;  opportunity  of 

return- 
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returning  to  their  former  wild  habits,  and 
uninformed  ftate,  into  which  they  imme- 
diately plunged,  forgetting  and  totally 
lofing  every  trace  of  their  former  civiliz- 
ation, and  of  all  they  had  been  taught. 
Yet  notwithflanding  this,  their  geniuffes 
are  found  to  be  bright,  and  they  receive 
any  branch  of  education  with  great  fa- 
cihty. 

Here  I  fhall  terminate  this  tour,  which 
has  included  the  greatefl  part  of  the  places 
of  note  throughout  the   fouthern  part  of 
the  Britifh  Settlements  in  North  America, 
after  having  travelled  at  leail  four  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  miles,  and  undergone 
a  multitude  of  dangers  and  extreme  fa- 
tigue ;  accompanied,  and  attended  almofl 
the  whole  way,  much  to  my  convenience 
and    fatisfadion,    by    my  faithful    back- 
wood's  man,  whom  at  firft  I   confidered 
as  little  better  than   a  favage,  but  from 
whom    1    found   more   allifiance    than    I 
could  pofTibly  have  received  from  the  moil 
complete  profefled  fervant  in  Europe.    For 
thefe  American  back-wood's  men  can  per- 
form 
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form  a  little  not  only  almoft  in  every 
handicraft,  or  necefTary  mechanical  trade, 
but  they  pofiefs  a  fund  of  refources,  more 
ferviceable  on  fuch  occafions  than  money  ; 
for  in  many  places  money  could  not  pro- 
cure them,  nor  fupply  the  wants  which 
are  furniihed  by  their  ready  and  indeed 
lingular  contrivances. 

I  parted  with  Mr.  Morris  about  twen- 
ty-five miles  from  Williamfburg  who 
purfued  his  journey  northward  after  ex- 
ad:ing  a  folemn  promife  from  me  to 
keep  up  a  correfpondence  with  him  that 
was  only  terminated  by  the  unhappy 
rebellion,  v^hich  indeed  fubverted  every 
thing. 

Having  fettled  in  "Virginia  foon  after 
this,  and  being  particularly  attached  to 
planting,  agriculture,  and  rural  amufe- 
ments,  I  continued  to  employ  this  faith- 
ful back -wood's  man  as  an  overfeer,  in 
which  capacity  he  acquitted  himfelf  as 
well,  and  equally  to  my  advantage  and 
fatisfadion,   as  he  had  done  during  our 

journey. 
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Improvements  in  Farming.  In  the  Culture  of  Wheat 
In  cutting  it  down.  In  getting  it  in  and  flacking  tU 
In  threjfiing  it  out  of  the  Strazu.  In  cleaning  it  front 
the  Chaff.     A  Machine  for  that  Ptirpofe  defcrihed.  ■ 

"AVING  changed  my  place  of  reli- 
dence  from  Virginia  to  Maryland^ 
1  entered  largely  on  farming,  as  well  as 
making  tobacco  ;  and  on  the  fecond  year 
fowed  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  and 
fifty-three  acres  of  land  in  wheat,  all  in 
fields  adjoining  each  other,  befides  fifty 
acres  in  buck-wheat  and  oats,  twelve  acres 
in  potatoes,  thirty-fix  acres  in  tobacco, 
and  two  hundred  acres  in  Indian  corn. 

In  cultivating  this  very  large  crop  I 
only  employed  fifteen  labourers  (flaves), 
which  were  by  no  means  a  fufficient  num- 
ber ;  but  I  depended  on  hiring  people  in 
harveft  to  get  in  my  wheat,  as  the  crops 
of  Indian  corn  and  tobacco  would  en- 
gage 
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gage  every  hour  of  the  time  of  my  own 
people. 

That  year  it  had  happened,  that  every 
confiderable  planter  in  the  country  had 
likewife  fown  large  quantities  of  wheat, 
I  mean  large  in  refpect  to  what  they  had 
ever  done  before,  but  in  no  proportion  . 
like  me,  although  many  of  them  had 
more  hands.  Thefe  planters  having  en- 
gaged all  the  fpare  labourers  that  were  to 
be  hired  during  harveft,  left  me  without 
any  refources  for  getting  in  mine,  except- 
ing my  own  people,  whofe  hands  were 
already  too  full  of  the  otlier  crops. 

It  was  this  extreme  diftrefs  for  want  of 
hands  that  firft  induced  me  to  invent  and 
hazard  innovations,  which  experience  has 
proved  to  be  confiderable  improvements, 
in  the  ufual  methods  of  agriculture  ;  and 
as  the  objedt  thereof  was  wheat,  which 
makes  fo  great  a  part  of  the  produce  of 
Great  Britain,  I  have  ventured  to  relate, 
and  give  fome  defer ipticn  of  thefe  im- 
provements here,  as  they  may  likewife  be 
adopted  for  any  other  grain  cultivated  in 

this 
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this  climate  j  and  fhall  be  extremely  happy 
indeed,  if  either  the  pubhc,  or  any  one  in- 
dividual (hould  derive  the  lead  benefit  of 
advantage  therefrom  ;  but  it  is  from  expe- 
rience alone  that  its  utility  can  be  afcer- 
tained. 

I  myfelf  had  the  ilrongeft  impediments 
to  combat  with. 

The  planters  in  America  are  wedded  to 
their  old  methods  ufed  by  their  fathers  and 
grandfathers,  and  entertain  the  mofl  vio- 
lent prejudices  in  their  favour.  This  in- 
duced them  to  ridicule  me  for  innovations 
and  improvements,  w^hich  in  fa£t  neceflity 
compelled  me  to  difcover  and  adopt,  to 
prevent  the  utter  ruin,  and  entire  lofs  of 
my  whole  crop  ;  yet  thefe  very  perfons, 
who  were  the  moft  violent  againft  thefe 
new  methods,  after  they  faw  their  utility 
and  fuccefs,  and  examined  the  principles 
on  which  they  VN^ere  founded,  were  not 
only  ready  enough  to  adopt  the  fame  me- 
thods themfelves,  but  alfo  did  me  the 
honour  ofconfulting  with  me,  and  paid  as 
great  attention  to  my  fentiments  and  opi- 
nions 
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riions  on  the  fubjeds  of  agriculture,  as  i£ 
I  had  been  the  mofl  ikilful,  experienced^ 
and  old  eftablifhed  planter. 

In  the  firft  place,  as  it  would  have  beeri 
impoflible  to  have  cut  dov^rn  my  grain  with 
common  reapers  and  reap-hooks  or  Tickles, 
I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  having  nind 
of  my  hands  taught  to  ufe  the  fcythe  and 
cradle,  with  which  I  had  an  hundred  acres 
of  wheat  cut  down  before  I  began  to  get 
any  of  it  up  and  fecured  from  the  weather. 

In  the  next  place,  I  found  that  binding 
would  have  taken  up  more  time  than  cut- 
ting it  down,  and  fo  far  from  fecuring  the 
wheat  from  rain,  which  in  this  country  is 
very  fudden  and  heavy,  that  the  flieaves  fo 
wetted  were  more  damaged,  more- difficult 
to  be  re-dried  being  obliged  to  be  opened 
again,  than  the  wheat  that  lay  on  the  ground 
unbound  without  being  gathered  or  raked 
in  heaps  -,  I  therefore  concluded  to  lay 
afide  this  operation  entirely,  and  have  it 
drawn  in  in  carts  unbound ;  in  accom- 
plifhing  which  I  found  very  little  lofs, 
difficulty,  or  inconvenience,  but  thereby 

Vol.  II.  I  faved 
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faved  the  labour  of  three  days  out  of  four, 
to  what  I  fhould  have  done  in  binding. 

In  the  third  place,  as  all  the  tobacco- 
houfes  and  barns  on  my  plantation  would 
not  have  contained  one-quarter  of  the  crop 
of  wheat,  1  had  it  flacked  out  of  doors,  on 
an  eminence  furrounding  a  large  barn, 
and  contiguous  to  the  landing  on  the  river 
where  it  would  be  fhipped  -,  and  fo  far 
from  its  being  more  difficult  to  be  flacked 
unbound,  I  found  that  circumflance  a  con- 
fiderable  advantage  ;  only  when  the  flack 
became  high  enough  for  the  ufeof  a  pitch- 
fork in  throwing  up  the  wheat,  by  the 
ready  and  expeditious  ufe  of  two  cords,  that 
alfo  was  eafily  accomplifhed  without  any 
lofs  of  time. 

In  the  next  place,  to  prevent  lofs  and 
wafte  in  the  fields,  both  from  unfkilful  cut- 
ting down  and  carting,  I  had  wooden 
rakes  made  eleven  feet  in  length,  with 
very  long  teeth,  and  with  handles  fixed 
therein  pointing  towards  each  other  at  the 
extremity,  with  a  flrap  of  leather  from  one 
to  the  other,  like  the  fhafts  of  a  two-wheeled 
8  chaife. 
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chaife.  To  each  of  thefe  a  manyoked  hlm- 
felf,  and  dragged  it  acrcfs  the  lands,  wheii 
li  full, jufl:  raifing  it  over  the  heap  of  wheat 
thus  raked  together,  until  the  whole  field 
was  gone  over  in  this  manner ;  by  this 
means  none  was  loft,  and  I  obtained  three 
large  ftacks    more,  containing    above  an 

IV  hundred  and  fifty  bufhels  of  wheat  in  each. 
I  When  the  wheat,  after  it  was  cut  down, 
•  was  caught  in  the  rain,  it  received  no  da- 
mage thereby,  as  it  vvas  fpread  thin  on  the 
ground,  not  being  raked  together;  becaufe 
the  fun,  which  is  feldom  over-call,  and  is 
very  powerful  in  this  country,  immedi- 
ately dried  it  again,  before  it  could  receive 
any  prejudice. 

And  the  wheat  being  Hacked  loofe  ren- 
dered the  ricks  or  ft^acks  firmer  more  even 
regular  and  fecure,  being  thereby  defli- 
tute  of  thofe  hollow  places,  and  vacancies, 
which  frequently  caufe  the  liacks  made 
with  (heaves  to  fink  on  one  fide,  and  fome- 
times  overfet,  befides  occafioning  leaks 
^  therein,  which  admit  rain,  and  by  that 
means  often  damage  the  whole. 

la  In 
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In  the  fifth  place,  as  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  for  my  people  to  have  been 
able  to  threfh  out  this  prodigious  quatlty 
of  wheat  in  any  reafonable  time,  with  flails 
even  had  they  been  employed  conftantly 
at  that  work,  I  was  therefore  obliged  to 
invent  feme  method  to  expedite  this  ope- 
ration, and  at  the  fame  time  fave  labour. 

For  this  purpofe  I  had  a  circular  floor 
made,  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  cir- 
cumference, and  of  the  width  of  twelve 
feet,  with  a  very  gentle  declivity  to  the 
circumference  every  way.  On  each  fide  of 
this  a  fence  was  made  all  round  the  edges 
of  the  floor,  with  flakes  and  wattles,  in 
which  were  four  gates  oppofite  to  each 
other,  and  this  floor  was  made  in  the  mofl: 
commodious  part  of  my  wheat- yard,around 
the  large  barn  in  the  center. 

On  this  floor  I  laid  down  as  much 
wheat  in  the  ftraw  as  would  yield  five  hun- 
dred bufliels,  and  having  a  large  flock  of 
horfes  and  cattle,  turned  them  into  this 
circular  floor,  driving  them  round  fepa- 
rately,  the  horfes  from  the  cattle,  upon 

th«^ 
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the  wheat,  pretty  brilkly,  until  they  trod 
out  the  grain  from  the  ftraw,  occafionally 
turning  them  off  into  a  pen  or  inclofure, 
until  the  uppermoft  part  of  the  ftraw, 
from  which  the  grain  was  feparated,  was 
taken  off. 

The  wheat  being  firfl:  laid  on  the  floor 
floping,  with  the  heads  upwards,  the  cattle 
and  horfes  were  always  driven  one  way, 
that  is,  in  the  direction  in  which  the  wheat 
lay,  and  the  ftraw  was  alfo  raked  oft^  in 
the  fame  direction,  without  turning,  until 
fuch  time  as  the  horfes  feet  touched  the 
ground  in  fome  places,  which  is  after  the 
laft  raking  off  of  the  ftraw,  then  what  re- 
mains upon  the  floor  is  turned  over,  and  the 
horfes  and  cattle  driven  round  in  the  oppo- 
fite  direction,  for  the  laft  time ;  after  which 
the  ftraw  is  all  taken  off^,  and  the  wheat 
mixed  with  the  chafl^,  which  remains  on 
the  floor,  puftied  up  together  in  large  heaps, 
with  fquare  boards  three  feet  in  length 
and  fifteen  inches  broad,  through  the  cen- 
ter of  which  a  long  ftick  is  faftened  for  a 

handle. 
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The  whole  of  this  operation  thus  far, 
offeparating  the  wheat  from  the  ftraw,  is 
performed  in  one  day,  to  the  quantity  of 
five  hundred  budiels,  with  only  three  or 
at  moft  four  hands  (labourers.) 

But  afterwards  1  found  it  a  tafk  equally 
tedious,  difficult,  and  troublefome,  to  fepa- 
rate  the  grain  from  the  chaff,  which  I  alfo 
found  to  engage  the  labour  of  more  hands 
than  I  could  fpare  for  that  purpofe. 

This  again  obliged  me  to  have  recourfe 
to  invention,  and, 

In  the  lafl;  place,  I  had  riddles  made  of 
this  confiruilion,.  viz.  four  feet  long,  three 
feet  and  a  half  wide,  and  iixteen  inches  deep, 
with  the  fplits  very  narrow  and  nearly  an 
inch  afunder  each  way;  this  riddle  had 
two  long  handles  like  a  barrow,  and  was 
fufpended  by  cords  and  a  pulley  faflened 
to  the  extremity  of  an  elaftic  pole,  or  long 
fpringy  fpar  of  wood,  fuch  as  is  made  ufe 
oi  by  turners  for  turning  their  work  in 
their  lathe.  The  barn  in  the  center  of  the 
treading  ring-floor  had  four  large  doors, 
one  in  every  diredion,  over  each  of  which 

one 
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one  of  thefe  fpars  was  fixed,  and  at  what- 
ever door  the  wind  came  in,  this  riddle  was 
faftened  thereto,  and  fufpended  about  three 
feet  from  the  floor. 

A  child,  by  holding  the  handles,  could 
eafily  work  it,  by  only  moving  it  back- 
wards and  forwards  ;  for  the  elafticity  of 
the  fpar,  to  which  it  was  fufpended,  gave 
it  a  play  from  the  lead  motion  ;  and  one 
perfon  could  fill  it  from  the  heap  of  wheat 
mixed  with  chaff. 

By  means  of  this  contrivance  two  weak 
hands,  or  a  man  and  a  boy,  could  eafily  per- 
form more  work  at  this  operation, than  could 
be  done  by  ten  ftrong  men  with  riddles  in 
the  ufual  way  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

It  was  then  run  through  Dutch  fans,  of 
which  I  kept  two,  to  clean  it  perfed:ly, 
and  was  immediately  fit  for  delivery. 

The  w^hole  of  this  fecond  operation,  of 
feparating  and  cleaning  five  hundred  bufh- 
els  of  grain  from  the  chaff,  and  rendering 
it  fit  for  market,  was  alfo  performed  in 
one  day  only. 

I  4  So 
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So  that  in  four  days,  with  favourable 
weather,  I  could  by  this  method  and  ma-^ 
chinery  get  out  a  thoufand  bufhels  of 
wheat  from  the  ftraw,  feparate  it  from  the 
chaff,  clean  it,  and  deliver  it,  ready  for 
market,  with  the  labour  only  of  five  flaves, 
exclufive  of  thofe  who  afTifted  to  lay  dowa 
the  beds  of  wheat  on  the  circular  treading 
floor,  which  was  generally  done  fo  early 
ir>  the  rx^orning,  ^s  to  begin  to  tread  a 
little  after  fun-rife. 

It  was  very  fortunate  for  me  that  I  fell 
upon  thefe  inventions  and  improvements, 
for  thereby  I  faved  all  my  crops,  the  moil: 
part  if  not  the  whole  of  which  I  fhould 
otherwife  certainly  have  loft. 

My  wheat  alfo  was  cleaner,  and  fuperior 
in  pv§ry  refpe£t  to  any  in  the  country 
around,  and  it  was  rendered  fo  by  the 
following  means, 

In  the  firft  place  I  had  procured  Sicilian 
OF  forward  white  wheat  for  feed,  which  is 
of  the  heavy  white  flinty  fpecies,  and  ri- 
pens about  a  fortnight  fooner  than  the  com^ 
moa  Englifh  or  red  wheat,  than  which  it  is 

alfo 
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alfo  heavier,  the  flour  too  is  whiter,  and 
makes  the  moft  eftimable  fuperfine  flour 
in  the  world  ;  this  wheat,  on  that  account 
bearing  a  fuperior  price  to  any  other.  By 
being  more  forward  than  any  other  wheat, 
it  likewife  efcapes  the  ruft  or  fmut,  fo  pre- 
judicial to  this  crop,  and  to  which,  in  this 
country,  common  wheat  is  fo  very  fubje<9:. 

To  prevent  my  feed  beiug  mixed  with 
darnel,  cheat,  or  falfe  grain,  which  had 
begun  to  infeft  my  plantation  and  fields  of 
wheat,  I  fteeped  all  my  feed  in  a  brine  of 
fait  and  water  ftrong  enough  to  bear  an 
egg,  for  the  fpace  often  or  twelve  hours, 
and  after  Ikimming  off  all  that  fwam  on 
the  furface,  I  had  the  feed,  when  taken  out 
of  the  brine,  immediately  mixed  with  fine 
fifted  fl:rong  (hell  lime,  fowed,  and  plowed 
in,  always  within  thirty-fix  hours,  and 
generally  in  twenty-four  hours,  after  it 
had  been  firfl:  put  into  the  brine. 

By  this  means  all  my  fields  confifled 
entirely  of  fine  healthful  clean  wheat, 
without  a  ftngle  head  of  darnel  or  cheat  to 
be  difcovered  by  the  clofeft  examination  ; 

while 
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while  every  crop  in  the  vicinity,  and  in- 
deed throughout  the  whole  country,  was 
infefled  and  filled  with  cheat  and  falfe 
grain. 

I  made  many  more  experiments,  both 
in  the  time  and  method  of  fowing  this 
grain,  as  well  as  in  feveral  other  refpe^s, 
which  cannot  here  be  particularifed. 
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Improvement  in  cropping.  Three  Crops  from  one  Field 
ivith  only  the  Labour  ujed  in  one.  Virgifiia  Method 
of  cultivating  Tobacco.  InfpeBing  it.  Difufed  at  the 
Commencement  of  the  Revolt.  Great  Frauds  and  Im- 
pofitions  now praififed  in  the  Tobacco  Trade.  Different 
Species  of  Tobacco.  Annual  Exports  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland.    Annual  Imports. 

ILikewife  difcovered.  a  method  of  ob- 
taining three  crops  from  one  piece  of 
ground,  by  the  labour  only  ufed  in  the 
culture  of  one  crop. 

This  was  performed  in  the  following 
manner. 

Juft  before  the  laft  ploughing  of  the  In- 
dian corn  (called  Jaying-it-by^)  I  had  the 
full  quantity  of  buck  or  French  wheat  and 
Engliih  or  Sicilian  wheat  mixed  and  fown 
together  amongft  the  Indian  corn,  a  proper 
and  full  proportion  of  feed  of  each  ;  this 
laft  ploughing  of  the  Indian  corn,  which  I 
had  generally  delayed  about  ten  days  later 
than  common,  ferved  to  plough  and  cover  it 

in. 
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in,  and  what  the  plough  did  not  fufKcIently 
cover  was  performed  with  the  hand  hoes 
made  ufeof  for  chopping  round  tlie  ftalks 
of  the  corn  in  layingit-by. 

Thus  the  feed  of  two  more  crops  was 
put  in  the  ground,  without  any  kind  of 
additional  expence,  excepting  the  fowing. 
The  former  four  ploughings,  which  were 
neceflfarily  ufed  in  the  culture  of  the  crop 
of  Indian  corn,  rendered  the  fame  fervice 
as  fallowing  the  land,  and  brought  it  into 
excellent  condition,  being  thereby  per- 
fecftly  well  broke,  mellow,  and  fit  to  re- 
ceive the  feed  wheat.  This  lalt  operation 
was  done  about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of 

July- 

The  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  in  this 
country,  which  is  really  very  prejudicial  to 
wheat,  was  allayed  by  the  Indian  corn, 
then  from  five  to  feven  feet  high,  which 
afforded  a  grateful  cooling  fhade,  and  a 
beneficial  moifture  to  the  feed  juft  put 
in  the  ground,  by  which  advantages  it 
flourifhed  greatly,  and  quickly  became 
,|lrong  and  vigorous  ;  for  it  received  a  fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient  fhareofthe  fun- fhine  to  promote  its 
vegetation,  and  forward  its  maturity.  Nei- 
ther  was    this    at   all    prejudicial    to   the 
Indian  corn,  but  rather  advantageous;  for 
this  being  a  feafon  of  the  year  when  the 
weather  is  remarkably  dry  for  a  confide- 
rable  length  of  time,  the  Indian  corn  is 
apt  to  be  fcorched  and  parched  up  by  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  fun  on  the  roots  of  the 
plant,  which  this  young  vegetation  of  the 
wheat  efFedually  prevents,  and  alfo  affords 
a  flight  degree  of  moifture  to  the  roots  of 
the  Indian  corn  ;  nor  does  this  deprive  it 
of  the  fmallefl  fhare  of  its   nourifhment, 
the  roots  of  the  Indian  corn  being  nearly 
a  foot  in  the  earth  below  the  roots  of  the 
wheat. 

Some  time  in  Odober,  jufl  before  the 
frofls  fet  in,  the  buck-wheat  is  ripe,  and  is 
cut  downwitha  fey  the,  amongft  the  Indian 
corn,  the  flalks  of  which  are  not  touched. 
It  is  fufFered  to  remain  two  or  three  days 
in  the  field,  for  the  ftraw  to  dry  and  cure 
fufEciently,  it  being  a  very  fucculent  juicy 
plant,  and  afterwards  is  gathered  together 

and 
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and  beaten  out  with  rods, or  tobacco- flicks, 
for  flails  would  bruife  the  grain,  which  is 
foft  large  and  triangular  very  much  re- 
fembling  beech  nuts. 

After  this  the  wheat  continues  to  vege- 
tate, and  to  fpread  confiderably,  becoming 
like  a  mat  all  over  the  ground. 

After  the  Indian  corn  is  gathered,  the 
ftalks  are  left  ftanding,  which  afford  an 
excellent  and  very  neceflary  fhelter  for  the 
young  wheat  againfl  the  fharp  and  cutting 
north-weft  winds  in  winter,  which  are 
cold,  keen,  and  penetrating,  beyond  any 
thing  ever  felt  in  England. 

In  the  fpring,  when  the  chief  part  of  the 
cold  weather  is  gone,  thefe  ftalks  are  cut 
down,  gathered  together,  and  carried  out 
of  the  field,  otherwife  they  would  not 
only  be  prejudicial  to  the  vegetation  and 
growth  of  the  wheat,  but  would  alfo  par- 
ticularly incommode  the  cutting  it  down 
with  the  fcythe  and  cradle  which  cuts  the 
flraw  quite  clofe  to  the  ground. 

The  wheat  is  got  in  at  the  ufual  time, 
generally  between  the  twentieth  of  June 
and  the  twelfth  of  July, 
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However  this  method  of  cropping 
fhould  only  be  adopted  in  flrong  rich  land, 
which  all  mine  was,  for  it  will  not  anfwer 
fo  well  in  weak  and  poor  foil,  as  fuch  has 
generally  difficulty  enough  to  produce  one 
tolerable  crop. 

I  was  alfo  accuftomed  to  fow  a  quantity 
of  faulty  wheat,  fuch  as  was  unfit  for  fale 
or  ufe,  in  my  tobacco  grounds,  when  I  gave 
them  the  laft  ploughing,  or  laid  them  by^ 
which  proved  extremely  ufeful  and  bene- 
ficial, not  only  in  affording  a  moft  excellent 
rich  fucculent  pafture  for  milch-cows,  and 
colts,  during  the  fall  and  winter,  but  like- 
wife,  being  ploughed  in  in  the  fpring, 
a(Sed  as  manure,  and  improved  the  land. 

As  the  method  of  cultivating  tobacco  in 
Virginia  cannot  be  much,  if  at  all  known 
here,  and  as  a  defcription  of  it  may  be 
agreeable,  I  Ihall  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  giving  juft  a  fl^etch  of  the  manner  of 
producing  that  narcotic  plant  which  has 
become  a  commodity  fo  beneficial  to  com- 
merce. 

Several 
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Several  rich,  moift,  but  not  too  wet  {pots 
ot  ground  are  chofen  out,  in  the  fall,  each 
containing  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  or 
more,  according  to  the  magnitude  of  your 
crop,  and  the  number  of  plants  it  may 
require. 

Thefe  fpots,  which  are  generally  in  the 
woods,  are  cleared,  and  covered  with  brufh 
or  timber,  for  five  or  fix  feet  thick  and  up- 
wards, that  is  fuffered  to  remain  upon  it 
until  the  time  when  the  tobacco  feed  muft 
be  fowed,  which  is  within  twelve  days 
after  Chriftmas. 

The  evening  is  commonly  chofen  to  fet 
thefe  places  on  fire,  and  when  every  thing 
thereon  is  confumed  to  afhes  the  ground  is 
dug  up,  mixed  with  the  afhes  and  broken 
very  fine  ;  the  tobacco-feed,  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly fmall,  being  mixed  with  afhes 
alfojis  then  fown,  and  juft  raked  in  lightly; 
the  whole  is  immediately  covered  with 
bruQi  for  fhelter  to  keep  it  warm,  and  a 
(light  fence  thrown  around  it. 

In  this  condition  it  remains  until  the 

frofts  are  all  gone,  when  the  brufh  is  taken 

z  off, 
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bff,  JBf  the  young  plants  are  expofed  to 
the  nutritive  and  genial  warmth  of  the 
fun,  which  quickly  invigorates  them  in  an 
aftonifhing  degree,  and  foon  renders  them 
ftrong  and  large  enough  to  be  removed 
for  planting,  efpecially  if  they  be  not  fown 
too  thick. 

Every  tobacco  planter,  afiiduous  to  fe- 
cure  a  fufficient  quantity  of  plants,  gene- 
rally has  feveral  of  thefe  plant-beds  in 
different  fituations,  fo  that  if  one  fhould 
fail  another  may  fucceed  j  and  an  experi- 
enced planter  commonly  takes  care  to  have 
ten  times  as  many  plants  as  he  can  make 
ufe  of. 

In  thefe  beds  along  with  the  tobacco 
they  generally  fow  kale,  colewort,  and 
cabbage-feeds,  &c.  at  the  fame  time. 

There  are  feven  different  kinds  of  to- 
bacco, particularly  adapted  to  the  different 
qualities  of  the  foil  on  which  they  are  cul- 
tivated, and  each  varying  from  the  other. 
They  are  named  Hudfon,  Frederick,  Thick 
joint,  Shoe-firing,  Thickfet,  Sweet-fcented, 
and  Oroonoko. 

Vol.  II.  K  But 
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But   although  thefe  are  the  pnnclpal, 
yet  there  are  a  great  many  difFerent  Tpecies 
befjcies,   with  names  peculiar  to  the  fitu-  ,,. 
ations,  fettlements,    and  neighbourhoods,  j 
wherein  they  are  produced,  which  it  would.  \ 
be  too  tedious  here  to  fpecify  and  particu- 
iarife. 

The  foil  for  tobacco  muft  be  rich  and 
Urong. 

The  ground  is  prepared  in  this  manner  ; 
viz.  after  being  well  broke  up,  and  by  re- 
peatea  working,  either  with  the  plough 
or  handhoes,  rendered  foft,  light,  and 
mellow,  the  whole  field  is  made  into  hills, 
each  to  take  up  the  fpace  of  three  feet  and 
flattened  on  the  top. 

In  the  firft  rains,  w^hlch  are  here  called 
feafons,  after  the  vernal  equinox,  the  to- 
bacco plants  are  carefully  drawn  while  the 
giound  is  foft,  carried  to  the  field  where  they 
are  to  be  planted,  and  oiie  dropped  upon 
every  hill  which  is  done  by  the  negro- 
children;  the  mcH  fkilful  flaves  then  begin 
planting  them,  by  making  a  hole  wii:h  their 
finger   in  each   hill,   inferting   the  plant 

with 
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With  the  tap-root  carefully  placed  ftraight 
down,  and  preffing  the  earth  clofe  on  each 
fide  of  it.  This  is  continued  as  long 
as  the  ground  is  wet  enough  to  enable  thcJ 
plants  to  take  root,  or  there  be  plants  fuf-* 
ficiently  grown  to  draw  and  fet  ;  and  it 
requires  feveral  different  feafons,  or  periods 
of  rain,  to  enable  them  to  complete  plant- 
ing their  crop,  which  operation  is  fre- 
quently not  finifhed  until  July. 

After  the  plants  have  taken  root,  and 
begin  to  grow,  the  ground  is  carefully 
weeded,  and  worked  either  with  hand- 
hoes  or  the  plough,  according  as  it  will/d- 
mit.  After  the  plants  have  confiderably 
increafed  in  bulk,  and  begin  to  fhoct  up,' 
the  tops  are  pinched  off,  and  only  ten^ 
twelvcj  or  fixteen  leaves  left,  according  ta 
the  quality  of  the  tobacco  and  the  foil. 
The  worms  alfo  are  carefully  picked  off 
and  deftroyed,  of  which  there  are  two  fpe- 
cies  that  prey  upon  tobacco. 

One  is  the  ground-Worm,  which  cuts  It 

ofFjuil  beneath  the  furface  of  the   earth, 

this  muft   be  carefully  looked   for,   and 

K  2  t"od- 
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trodden  to  death.     It  is  of  a  dark-brown 
colour,  and  fhort. 

The  other  is  the  horn-worm,  fome  in- 
ches in  length,  as  thick  as  your  little  finger, 
of  a  vivid  green  colour,  with  a  number  of 
pointed  excrelTences,  or  feelers,  from  his 
head  like  horns  :  thefe  devour  the  leaf, 
and  are  always  upon  the  plant. 

As  it  would  be  endlefs  labour  to  keep 
their  hands  conftantly  in  fearch  of  them, 
it  would  be  almofl  impoffible  to  prevent 
their  eating  up  more  than  half  the  crop 
had  it  not  been  difcovered  that  turkeys  are 
particularly  dexterous  at  finding  them,  eat 
them  up  voracioufly,  aud  prefer  them  to 
every  other  food.  For  this  purpofe 
every  planter  keeps  a  flock  of  turkeys, 
which  he  has  driven  into  the  tobacco 
grounds  every  day  by  a  little  negroe  that 
can  do  nothing  elfe  ;  thefe  keep  his  to- 
bacco more  clear  from  horn  worms,  thaa 
all  the  hands  he  has  got  could  do,  were 
they  employed  folely  for  that  end. 

When  the  tops  are  nipped  off,  a  few 
plants  are  left  untouched  for  feed.    On 

the 
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the  plants  that  have  been  topped  young 
fprouts  are  apt  to  fpring  out,  which  are 
termed  fuckers,  and  are  carefully  and 
conftantly  broken  off  left  they  fliould 
draw  too  much  of  the  nourifhment  and 
fubftance  from  the  leaves  of  the  plant. 
This  operation  i&  alfo  performed  from 
time  to  time,  and  is  called  jiickering  to- 
bacco. 

For  fome  time  before  it  is  ripe,  or  ready 
for  cutting,  the  ground  is  perfectly  co- 
vered with  the  leaves  which  have  in- 
creafed  to  a  prodigious  fize  ;  and  then  the 
plants  are  generally  about  three  feet  high. 

When  it  is  ripe,  a  clammy  moifture  or 
perfpiration  comes  forth  upon  the  leaves 
which  appear  as  it  were  ready  to  be- 
come fpotted,  and  they  are  then  of  a 
great  weight  and  fubftance. 

When  the  tobacco  is  cut  it  is  done 
when  the  fun  is  powerful,  but  not  in  the 
morning  nor  evening  :  the  plant  if  large 
is  fplit  down  the  middle  three  or  four 
inches,  and  cut  off  two  or  three  inches 
below  the  extremity  of  the  fplit ;  it  is 
K  3  then 
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then  turned  ancCiXj  bottom  upwards, 
for  the  (wn  to  kill  it  more  fpcedily,  to 
enable  the  Haves  to  carry  it  out  of  the 
field,  clfe  the  leaves  would  break  off  in 
tranfporting  it  to  the  fcafFolds. 

The  plants  are  cut  o.ily  as  they  become 
ripe,  for  a  whole  field  never  ripens  to- 
gether. Therd  is  generally  a  fecond  cut- 
ting likewifc,  for  the  lialk  vegetates,  and 
ilioots  forth  again  ;  and  in  good  land  with 
favourable  fcalbnsthere  isfometimesa  third 
cutting  alfo  cured  ;  notwithftanding  ads 
pf  the  legiilatiire  to  prevent  cutting  to- 
bacco even  a  fccoiid  time. 

When  the  tobacco  plants  are  cut  and 
brought  to  the  IcalTolds,  which  are  gene- 
rally ereded  all  round  the  tobacco  houfes, 
they  are  placed  with  the  fplit  acrofs  a 
fmall  cak  iVick  an  inch  and  better  in  dia- 
meter and  four  feet  and  a  half  long,  To 
clofe  as  eaph  plant  juft  to  touch  the  other 
without  bruihng  or  preffing  ;  thefe  flicks 
fire  then  placed  on  the  fcafFold,  with  the 
tobacco  thus  fufpended  in  the  middle  to  dry 
pf  cure,  and  are  called  tobacco.  Jiicks. 

As 
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As  the  plants  advance  in  curing  the 
iiieks  are  removed  from  the  fcafTolds  out 
of  doors  into  the  tobacco  houfe,  on  other 
fcaffolds  ereded  therein  in  fccceiTive  re- 
gular gradation  from  the  bottom  to  the 
top  of  the  roof,  being  placed  higher  as 
the  tobacco  approaches  to  a  perfe<Sl  cure, 
until  the  houfe  is  all  filed,  and  the  to- 
bacco quite  cured ;  and  this  cure  is  fre- 
quently promoted  by  making  fires  on  the 
iioor  below. 

When  the  tobacco  houfe  is  quite  full, 
and  there  is  ftill  more  tobacco  to  bring  in, 
all  that  is  within  the  houfe  is  flruck 
or  taken  down,  and  carefully  placed  in 
bulks,  or  regular  rows  one  upon  another, 
and  the  whole  covered  with  trafh  tobacco, 
or  draw,  to  preferve  it  in  a  proper  con- 
dition, that  is  moift,  which  prevents  its 
wafting  and  crumbling  to  pieces. 

But  to  enable  them  to  ftrike  the  cured  to- 
bacco they  muft  wait  for  what  is  there  called 
^  feafon,  that  is  rainy  or  moift  weather, 
when  the  plants  will  then  bear  handling, 
for  in  dry  weather  the  leaves  would  all 
K  4  crumble 
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crumble  to  pieces  in  the  attempt.  By 
this  means  a  tobacco  houfe  may  be  filled 
two,  three,  or  four  times  in  one  year. 

Every  night  the  negroes  are  fent  to 
the  tobacco  houfe  to  ftrip,  tha.t  is  to  pull 
ofF  the  leaves  from  the  ftalk,  and  tie  them 
up  in  hands  or  bundles ;  this  is  alfq 
their  daily  occupation  in  rainy  weather. 
■  In  ftripping  they  are  careful  to  throw 
away  all  the  ground  leaves,  and  faulty 
tobacco,  binding  up  none  but  what  is 
merchantable.  The  hands  or  bundles 
thus  tied  up  are  alfo  laid  in  what  \% 
called  a  bulk,  and  covered  with  the  re- 
fuse tobacco  or  ftraw,  to  preferve  their 
moifture. 

After  this  the  tobacco  is  carefully  packed 
Jnhogfheads,  and  prelTed  down  with  a  large 
beam  laid  over  it,  on  the  ends  of  which 
prodigious  weights  are  fufpended,  the 
other  end  being  inferted  with  a  mortice 
IQ  a  tree,  clofe  to  which  the  hog(head  is 
placed  ;  this  vafl  preflure  is  continued  for 
fome  days,  and  then  the  cafk  is  filled  up 
again  with  tobacco  until   it  will  contain 
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no  more ;  after  which  it  is  headed  up, 
and  carried  to  the  pubhc  warehoufes  for 
infpedtion. 

At  thefe  warehoufes  two  fkilful  planters 
conftantly  attend,  and  receive  a  falary 
from  the  public  for  that  purpofe.  They 
are  fworn  to  infped,  with  honefty,  care, 
find  impartiality,  all  the  tobacco  that 
comes  to  the  warehoufe,  (and  none  is  al- 
lowed to  be  (hipped  without  being  regu- 
larly infpe<^ed.) 

The  cafk  is  taken  off,  and  the  tobaeco 
is  opened  by  means  of  large  long  iron 
wedges,  and  great  labour,  in  fuch  places 
as  the  infpedors  direct ;  after  this  ftridt 
and  attentive  examination,  if  they  find  it 
good  and  merchantable,  it  is  replaced  in 
the  cafk,  weighed  at  the  public  fcales, 
the  weight  of  the  tobacco,  and  of  the 
cafk  alfo,  cut  in  the  wood  on  the  cafk, 
flowed  away  in  the  public  warehoufes, 
and  a  note  given  to  the  proprietor,  which 
he  difpofes  of  to  the  merchant,  and  neither 
fees  nor  has  any  trouble  with  his  tobacco 

mor^. 

The 
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The  weight  of  each  hogfliead  mult  be 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  neat,  ex- 
dufive  of  the  cafk,  for  lefs  a  note  will 
not  be  given  under  the  name  of  a  Crop 
hogfhead  ;  however  the  general  weiglit  is 
from  a  thoufand  to  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  pounds  neat. 

But  if  the  tobacco  is  found  to  be  totally 
bad,  and  refafed  as  unmerchantable,  the 
whole  is  publickly  burnt,  in  a  place  fet 
apart  for  that  purpofe. 

However,  if  it  be  judged  that  there  is 
fome  merchantable  tobacco  in  the  hogf- 
head, the  owner  mufl  unpack  the  whole 
publicly  on  the  fpot,  for  he  is  not  permit- 
ted to  take  any  of  it  away  again,  and  muft 
fele£t  and  feparate  feparate  the  good  from 
the  bad  ;  the  lail  is  immediately  com- 
mitted to  the  flames,  and  for  the  firft  he 
receives  a  Transfer  note,  fpecifying  the 
weight,  quality,  &c. 

This  great  and  very  laudable  care  was 
taken  by  the  public  to  prevent  frauds, 
v/hich  however  was  not  always  efredual  ; 
iox  even  •v^'ith  all  thcfc  precautions  many 

acts. 
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ads  of  iniquity  and  impofition  were  com- 
mitted. 

But  how  many  more  are  to  be  expeded 
now  in  that  line,  when  each  obftacle  and 
impedimvfnt  to  frauds  and  impofition  is 
removed,  and  the  door  is  opened  wide  to 
every  fpecies  of  iniquity,  deceit,  and 
wicked  artifice  ? 

Immediately  on  the  commencement  of 
the  rebellion  thefe  infpedors  of  tobacco 
were  all  fet  afide,  and  every  planter 
fhipped  or  fold  all  the  trafh  he  could  make 
and  pack  up. 

Thus  it  has  continued ;  and  in  this 
hopeful  ftate  remains  the  whole  tobacco 
trade  of  the  United  States  of  America  ^t 
prefent. 

This  grand  ftaple  of  both  Virginia  andj 
Maryland  was  cultivated  in  both  thefe 
provinces,  previous  to  the  rebellion,  to 
ft  very  great  extent. 

"Virginia  exported  at  lead  an  hundred 
thoufand  hogiheads  of  tobacco,  annually, 
pf  about  one  thoufand  pounds  each ;   of 

which 
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xvhich  between  ten  and  fifteen  thoufand 
might  be  the  produce  of  North  Carolina. 

Maryland  exported  between  forty  and 
fifty  thoufand  hogfheads  alfo  every  year. 

From  this  province,  as  vve^'»  as  from 
the  greater  part  of  Virginia,  befides  In- 
dian corn,  provifions,  fkins,  lumber,  hemp, 
and  fo nil e  iron,  there  were  very  large 
quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  exported. 
Of  wheat  from  Virginia  not  lefs  than 
five  hundred  thoufand  bufliels,  and  from 
Maryland  at  leaft  fix  hundred  thoufand 
bufhels  annually ;  befides  perhaps  fif- 
teen thoufand  barrels  of  flour  from  each 
province,  were  Ihipped  for  Europe  and  the 
Wefl:  Indies. 

The  total  amount  of  the  exports  of 
both  thefe  provinces  before  the  revolt 
might  amount  to  nine  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  flerling  annually,  and  their  im- 
ports at  leaft  to  a  million  flerling  every 
year. 

C  H  A  P. 
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Set  out  on  another  Journey.  The  Potomach,  a  De- 
fcriptton  of  it.  A  moji  beautiful  River.  General 
Wajhington.  An  Accomit  of  him  and  Mrs.  Wafh- 
vigton.  Chotanh.  Falmouth.  Frederichjhitrg.  An 
Innkeeper y  named  W'^eeden^  afi"  Americafi  General. 
Dr.  Afercer,  an  American  General.  The  Rappa- 
hannock. The  northern  Creek  of  Virginia.  Stanton. 
Green  Briar  River.  Colonel  Lenvis.  Indian  War. 
The  Great  Kanhaivah  and  Ohio.  Severe  A^fioft. 
Indians  defeated.  A  Stratagem  in  Bujh-Fighting. 
The  Earl  of  Dunmore  penetrates  into  the  Heart  of 
the  Indian  Country ^  burns  their  Towns  a?id  concludes 
a  Peace, 

Undertook  another  very  confiderable 
journey,  in  coniequence  of  a  mofl 
preffing  invitation  from  two  gentlemen, 
fons  to  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  of  Green 
Briar  River,  in  Virginia.  This  journey 
was  to  the  Green  Briar  and  the  Great 
Kanhawah  Rivers,  through  the  new 
countries  of  Fincaftle  and  Weft  Augufta. 

One 
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One  of  thefe  gentlemen  having  marrlej 
a  confiderable  planter's  daughter  in  my 
neighbourhood,  we  had  contradted  an  in- 
timacy, and  I  agreed  to  accompany  him 
on  his  return  to  the  back  country. 

As  feveral  very  fmgular  occurrences' 
happened  during  this  journey  worthy  of 
notice,  I  have  choien  it  out,  in  preference  to 
many  others  which  I  have  made,  judging 
the  relation  might  not  prove  unacceptable. 

We  crofled  the  Potowmack  at  Hoes 
Ferry  from  Maryland  into  Virginia,  where 
the  river  is  fomething  more  than  three 
miles  wide. 

Here  we  were  not  a  little  diverted  at  a: 
reply  made  Ijy  the  owner  of  this  ferry  to 
a  perfon  enquiring  after  the  health  of  one 
of  his  neareft  relations. 

This  gentleman,  as  well  as  moft  of  his 
family  being  remarkably  attached  to  the  ufe 
of  hard  words  and  a  turgid  bombulous 
llyle,  v/hich  they  confidered  as  infignla  of 
dignity  and  fuperior  confequence,  had 
made  it  his  iludy  to  convey  all  his  ideas' 
^nd  thoughts,   even  in  common  converfa- 

tiODjp 
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tion,  in  the  language  of  pompofity  and 
afFeded  oftentation,  in  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  render  himfelf  altogether  unintelligible 
to  the  common  people,  who  at  beft  are 
fufficiently  ignorant  in  any  country  ;  and 
of  this  peculiarity  all  the  family  were  not 
a  little  proud. 

As  the  anfwer  he  made  to  this  perfon. 
concerning  his  father's  health  was  fo 
completely  clothed  in  the  drefs  of  fprmal 
circumlocution,  I  Ihall  repeat  it  here  in 
his  own  words,  as  a  curiofity  in  its  way. 

"  Sir,  (faid  he,)  the  intenfe  frigidity  o£ 
**  the  circumambient  atmofphere  had   fo 
*'  congealed  the  pellucid  aqueous  fluid  of 
"  the  enormous  river  Potomack,  that  with 
"  the  moft  eminent   and   fuperlative    re- 
*'  ludtance,  I  was  conftrained  to  procrafti- 
*'  nate    my  premeditated  egrefiion  to  the 
**  Palatinate  Province  of  Maryland  for  the 
'*  medical,    chemical,    and  Galenical    co- 
'*  adjuvancy   and  co-operation  of  a   dif- 
'*  tingui(hed  fanative   fon  of  Efculapius, 
*'  until  the  peccant  deleterious  matter  cf 
"  the  Athritis  had  pervaded  the  cranium, 
9  into 
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'*  into  which  it  had  afcended  and  pene- 
"  trated,  from  the  inferior  pedeftrial  ma- 
'^  jor  digit  of  my  paternal  relative  in  con- 
**  fanguinity,  whereby  his  morbofity  was 
"  magnified  fo  exorbitantly  as  to  exhibit  an 
**  abfoluteextinguifhmentofvivification." 

This  fmgular  and  bombaftic  genius  is  a 
near  relation  of  the  American  General 
Walhington,  and  it  would  certainly  afford 
high  entertainment  to  hear  this  gentle- 
man's account  of  his  relation's  feats  of 
prowefs,  and  the  unexpeded  fuccefs  of 
the  Americans. 

This  river  is  the  boundary  between 
Virginia  and  Maryland  from  its  mouth  to 
its  fource,  in  which  laft  mentioned  province 
the  river  is  included  as  far  as  high  water 
mark  on  the  Virginia  fhore,  confequently 
all  the  iflands  therein  are  in  Maryland. 

The  Potomack.  is  certainly  the  moft 
noble,  excellent,  and  beautiful  river  I 
ever  fa\v,  indeed  it  can  be  excelled  by  no 
other  river  in  the  univerfe 

Its  entrance  into  the  Chefapeak  is  near 
an  hundred  miles  from  the  Atlantic.   It  is 

navi- 
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havigable  for  the  largefi:  fhij.s  as  far  as 
Alexandria,  and  even  to  George  Town, 
which  is  clofe  to  the  falls  and^  eight 
miles  above  Alexandria,  about  two  hun- 
dred miles  along  w'ith  the  courfe  of  the 
river  from  its  mouth,  and  three  hundred 
miles  froni  the  fea. 

The  breadth  is  generally  from  two 
miles  to  fix  miles  and  upwards  ;  at  the 
mouth,  from  Smith's  Point  it  is  twenty- 
five  miles  over  to  the  other  fide  at  Point 
Lookout. 

The  fituations  and  gentlemen's  feats  on 
this  river  are  beyond  comparifon  or  de- 
icription  beautiful. 

Every  advantage,  every  elegance,  every 
charm,  that  bountiful  nature  can  beflow, 
is  heaped  with  liberality  and  even  pro- 
fufion  on  the  delightful  banks  of  this 
moft  noble  and  fuperlatively  grand  river. 
All  the  defirable  variety  of  land  and 
tvater,  woods  and  lawns,  hills  and  dales, 
tremendous  cliffs  and  lovely  vallies,  wijd 
romantic  precipices  and  fweet  meandring 
ftreams  adorned  with  rich  and  delightful 

Vol,  II.  L  mea- 
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meadows,     In     fhort    all    the    elegance,, 
beauty,   and  grandeur   that  can  be  con-     ^ 
ceived  in  peripedive,  are  hare  united,   Xo<   ! 
feaft  the  fight  and  foul  of  thofe  who  are 
capable  of  enjoying   the   luxurious   and: 
fumptuous  banquet. 

To  defcribe  the  mofl:  delightful  and? 
charming  fituations  and  villas  on  this  majef- 
tic  river  would  far  exceed  the  bounds  of  a 
volume  ;  merely  to  enumerate  a  few  of 
the  mod  ftriking,  is  all  I  can  here  under-- 
take,  beginning  at  Alexandria,  a  little 
below  the  falls. 

On  the  Virginia  fide  Mr.  Alexander's, 
General  Wadiington's,  Colonel  Martin's, 
Colonel  Fairfax's.,  Mr.  Lawfon's  near  the 
momh  cf   Oquaquan,    Colonel  Mafan's,: 
Mr.  Lee's   near  the  mouth  of  Quantico,.. 
Mr.   Brent's,    Mr.   Mercer's,    Mr.  Fitz- 
hugh's,    Mr.   Alexander's   of  Boydfhole 
and  allChotank,  Colonel  Frank  Thornton's 
on  Maixhodock,  Mr.  Thacker  Wafliing- 
ton  s,  Mrs.  Blair's,  Mr.  M'Carty's,  Colonel: 
Phil.  Lee's  of  Nominy,   all  the  cliffs  of 
Nominy,    yocomico,    Wicocomcio,   &c, 

arc 
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'are  among  the  multitude  of  extremely 
fine  fituations,  all  fo  very  beautiful  that 
none  can  claim  the  pre-eminence. 

In  Maryland,  Mr.  Addifon's,  Mrs.  Ad^ 
idifon*^,  as  ^A^ell  as  George  Town  ani 
Bladenburg,  Mr.  Rofier's,  Mr.  DiggB's, 
General  Small  Wood's,  Mr.  Dent's^  Mr. 
Harrifon's,  Mr.  Brent's,  a  Romah  Ca- 
tholic prieft  Father  Hunter's,  General 
Dent's,  Mn  Phil.  Fendall's,  Mr.  Lee's^ 
SN4r.  Compton's,  Mr.  Sly's,  the  Roman 
Catholic  prieft  Mr.  Lewis's,  Mr.  Clark's, 
Mr.  Wolftenholiiie's,  Mr.  Smyth's,  &c. 
&c.  canhot  b^  exceeded  in  elegance  and 
beauty  of  fituation,  although  there  are 
hundreds  of  places  befides  on  this  exten- 
five  river  that  do  equal  them. 

After  we  had  paffed  this  noble  riv^t 
we  entered  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  as 
'well  as  refpedable  fettlements  in  Vir- 
ginia, named  Ghotank.  In  this  place  Mh- 
George  Wafhington  was  born,  who  has 
become  fomewhat  dlftlngiiifhed  for  be'in^ 
at  the  head  of  an  inadive  timid  army 
which'  never  performed  a  gallant  exploit^ 
L  2  yet 
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yet  have  fucceeded  in  their  purfuits  far 
beyond  even  their  moft  fanguine  expeda- 
tions  or  hopes. 

General  Wafhington  is  defcended  from 
a  family  of  good  repute,  in  the  middle 
rank  of  life,  now  refiding  in  this  fettle- 
mentof  Chotank,  every  individual  planter 
throughout  this  numerous  and  extenfive 
fettlement  being  actually  related  to  him  by 
blood. 

He  received  a  common,  but  by  no 
means  liberal  education,  and  made  the 
principal  part  of  his  fortune  by  marriage, 
although  he  has  no  children  to  inherit  it. 

Mrs.  Wafhington  is  of  a  family  named 
PandridgCjfome  of  whom  formerly  were  of- 
ficers in  the  royal  navy,  and  was  the  widow 
of  Colonel  Cuftos,  who  pofleifed  an  im- 
menf^  fortune  forVirginia,  and  having  two 
children  by  her  left  her  his  fole  executrix 
as  well  as  guardian  to  his  children. 

By  this  marriage  Mr.  Washington  ob-T 
tained  poflellion  of  the  whole  of  Cuftos's 
large  eftates.  Being  remarkable  for  oeco" 
nomy,  induftry,  and  good  management^ 

he 
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he  foon  acquired  a  fortune  for  himfelf 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  Cuftos. 

And,  in  the  former  war  having  beeii 
an  ofEcer  in  the  Virginia  regiment,  the 
command  of  which  at  length  devolved  on 
him,  being  fenfible,  cool,  and  very  popu- 
lar, the  command  of  the  American  army 
was  offered  to  him  for  two  reafons ;  firft, 
becaufe  he  was  the  only  public  man  then 
known,  either  calculated  to  command,  or 
proper  to  be  entrufted  therewith ;  and  the 
next  reafon  was,  becaufe  thereby  they 
fecured  the  attachment  of  the  whole 
colony  of  Virginia,  the  moft  extenfive, 
the  richeft,  and  the  moft  powerful  of  all- 
the  provinces. 

Mr.  Wafhington  has  uniformly  che- 
riflied  and  fteadfaftly  purfued  an  appar- 
ently mild9  fteady,  but  afpiring  line  of 
conduct,  and  views  of  the  higheft  ambi- 
tion, under  the  moft  fpecious  and  effec- 
tual of  all  cloaks,  that  of  moderation, 
which  he  has  invariably  appeared  to  pro- 
fefs.  This  has  been  evinced  by  a  multi- 
tude of  inflances,  but  particularly  by  his 
L  3  accept- 
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accepting  the  continuance  of  the  Ghijef" 
command'  of  the  American  army,  after  the 
Congrefs  had  fuddenly  declared  for  Inde- 
pendence, of  which  meafure  he  always 
before  afFe£ted  to  difapprove  and  on  that 
account  pretended  to  be  inclined  to  refign 
the  command,  an  intention  of  all  others, 
the  moft  diftant  from  his  rnind. 

His  total  want  of  generous  fentiments^ 
and  even  of  common  humanity,  has  ap- 
peared notorioufly  in  many  inftances, 
and  in  none  more  than  h,is  facrifice  of 
the  meritorious,  but  un^fortunate  Major 
Andre. 

As  a  General  he  is  equally  liable  to  cen-. 
fure,  which  is  well  known  even  to  every  i?!-^ 
telligent  Frenchman  who  has  been  in  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  to  every  perfon  whatfoever 
who  has  had  any  opportunity  of  obferving 
his  military  operations :  nur  during  his  life 
has  he  ever  performed  a  fmgle  adion  that 
could  entitle  him  to  the  leaft  fhare  of 
merit  or  praife,  much  tefa  of  glory. 

But  as  a  politician  he  has  certainly  dif- 
tipguilhed  himfelf ;    having  by  his  poH- 
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ftlcal  manoeuvres  and  his  cautious  plaufible 
management  raifed  himfelf  to  a  degree  of 
eminence  in  his  own  country  unrivalled,, 
and  of  confiderable  ftability. 

However  in  his  private  charaifler  he  has 
always  been  refpedable,  and  highly  ef- 
teemed;  and  has  fupported  a  name  fair 
and  worthy. 

As  we  -rode  a^long  the  heights  of  Cho- 
tank,  and  fome  diftance  beyond  it,  we 
rcould  plainly  fe^  the  fouth-weft  or  Blue 
Mountains,  which  were  at  ieaft  eighty 
or  an  hundred  miles  from  that  place. 

After  paffing  through  a  fmall  town 
named  Falmouth,  at  the  falls  of  the  river 
Rappahannock,  we  croiled  that  river  in  a 
ferry-boat,  and  arrived  at  Frederlckfburg, 
putting  up  at  an  inn  or  public  houfe  kept 
by  one  Weedon,  who  is  now  a  general 
officer  in  the  American  army,  and  was 
then  very  adive  and  zealous  in  blowing 
the  flames  of  fedition. 

Frederickfburg  is  iituated  on  the  banks 

,of  the  river  Rappahannock,  about  a  mile 

.ajid  a  half  below  the  fulls.     It  is  a  very 

J.  4.  hand- 
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hapdfonie  town,  confiderably  larger  than 
Suffolk,  but  inferior  to  Williamfburg ; 
part  of  the  town  is  built  on  a  confider- 
able  afcent,  which  is  extremely  pieafant. 
Oppofite  to  Frederickfburg,  on  a  finp 
commanding  eminence,  there  is  a  beau- 
tiful feat  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Fitzhugh, 
and  juft  above  Falmouth  there  is  a  very 
valuable  forge,  and  iron-works,  belong- 
ing to  a  Mr.  Hunter. 

The  Rappahannock  is  navigable  to  the 
falls,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Fre- 
derickfburg, at  which  place  the  little  town 
of  Falmouth  has  been  eredted.  This   cer- 
tainly is  a  fine  river,but  not  to  be  compared 
to  the  Potomack,   nor  is  it  fo  large  as  the 
James ;   however  it  is  navigable  between 
eighty  and  an  hundred  miles,  and  is  ge- 
nerally from  half  a  mile  to  five  miles  ir^ 
breadth.    There  are  alfo  a  multitude  of 
fine  fituations  on  the  banks  of  this  river  ; 
but  after  one  has  feen  the  Potomack,  and 
the  grand,  majeftic  perfpedives  thereon, 

all  others  are  totally  eclipfed. 

The 
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This  river,  from  the  fource  in  the 
Blue  Ridge,  where  it  is  called  Rapid-Anne 
River,  to  its  entrance  into  the  Bay  of 
Chefapeak,  which  is  about  twenty-one 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Potomack, 
is  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  Vir- 
ginia belonging  to  the  king,  which  is  on 
the  fouth  fide,  and  the  northern  neck,  where- 
of lord  Fairfax  is  proprietor,  which  lies  be- 
tween this  river  and  the  Potomack,  compre- 
hending a  large  and  moft  valuable  territory 
eftimated  at  the  annual  value  of  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  to  his  lordfhip. 

The  length  of  the  Rappahannock, 
from  its  fource  to  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak, 
is  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hun- 
dred miles  in  diredt  lines,  this  river  alfo 
running  in  a  remarkable  ftraight  courfe. 

But  the  Potomack  is  at  leafl:  three  hun^ 
dred  and  fifty,  or  perhaps  four  hundred 
miles  in  extent  in  dired:  lines;  and  in- 
pluding  its  multitude  of  bendings,  for 
which  it  is  particularly  diftinguifhed,  it 
cannot  be  lefs  than  five  hundred  miles,  of 

which 
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which  about  two  hundred  are  navigable 
for  the  largeft  (hips. 

InFrederickfburg  I  called  upon  a  worthy 
and  intimate  friend  Dr.  Hugh  Mercer,  a 
phyfician  of  great  merit  and  eminence, 
and  as  a  man  poflefTed  of  almofl:  every 
virtue  and  accomplifliment.  He  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  was  bred  to  phyfic 
and  furgery,  but  having  a  talent  for  mili- 
tary affairs,  left  the  line  of  healing  for 
that  of  war,  in  which  he  foon  diflin- 
guifhed  himfelf,  and  acquired  the  pro- 
vincial rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  during 
the  former  war,  wherein  he  had  ferved 
with  great  credit  and  character,  had  been 
dangeroufly  wounded,  and  furmounted 
many  great  perils  and  difficulties.  Dr. 
Mercer  was  afterwards  a  Brigadier-  G  eneral 
in  the  American  army ;  to  accept  of 
which  appointment  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve he  was  greatly  influenced  by  Gene- 
ral Waflaington,  with  whom  he  had  been 
long  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  bonds  of 
friendfhip  ;  for  Dr.  Mercer  was  generally 

of 


United  States  of  America.  15^ 

of  a  juft  and  moderate  way  of  thinking, 
pofTeiTed  liberal  fentiments  and  a  genero-. 
fity  of  principle  very  uncommon  among 
thofe  with  whom  he  embarked. 

This  worthy  but  miftaken  and  un^ 
fortunate  perfon  was  killed  at  Prince 
Town  in  the  Jerfeys,  where  he  was  then 
commanding  in  the  American  army  as 
one  of  their  Brigadier-Generals.  The  lofs 
to  them  was  great,  and  truly  lamented 
by  his  friend  General  Wafliington. 

In  this  towm  alfo  lived  another  Mr.  Mer- 
cer named  James,  whofe  profeflion  was  the 
law,  and  who  afterwards  became  a  member 
of  the  Coiigrefs ;  but  his  family  was  from 
Ireland,   and  no  Avay  related  to  the  other. 

We  left  Frederickfburg  on  the  fecond 
day,  and  purfued  our  journey  weflward  ; 
pafling  by  Orange  Court-houfe,  going  up 
on  the  weft  fide  of  Rapid-Anne  River, 
crofling  the  Rippanna  River,  and  the 
South-weft  or  Blue  Mountains,  and  ford- 
ing the  South  River  and  a  number  of  other 
tranches  of   the.  river  Shannandore,   we 

arrived 
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arrived  at  the  town  of  Stanton  In  Augufta 
county,  on  the  third  day  after  we  left 
Frederickfburg-. 

Stanton  is  a  pretty  large  town,  con- 
fidering  it  lies  beyond  the  mountains,  and 
carries  on  a  brifk  inland  trade,  a  great 
fhare  of  which  appeared  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  two  merchants  named  George 
and  Samfon  Matthews,  natives  of  Ire- 
land ;  which  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  in 
this  part  of  the  country  alfo  feem  to  be. 
Meff".  Matthews  were  very  intelligent 
perfons,  {hewed  us  many  civilities  which 
rendered  two  days  that  we  remained  in 
Stanton  very  agreeable,  and  greatly  to  our 
fatisfa6lion  they  alfo  accompanied  us  to 
the  Green  Briar  and  the  Kanhawah. 

Stanton  is  fituated  in  that  remarkably  rich 
and  fertile  valley  between  the  South  moun- 
tain or  Blue  Ridge  and  the  North  mountain 
or  the  Great  Ridge,  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  foot  of  the  Great  North  Ridge. 

It  is  not  built  on  any  water-courfe,  the 
ncareft  to  it  being  at  two  miles  diftance 
and  is  a  branch  of  the  South  river  or  Shan- 

nfmdore, 
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nandore,  the  head  fpring  of  which  is  not 
far  from  this  town. 

Our  cotnpany  being  thns  increafed, 
we  left  Stanton  on  the  third  day,  and 
began  to  travel  through  a  country  ex- 
tremely rough,  rocky,  and  mountainous, 
which  is  named  Augufta  County,  being 
very  large  and  extenfive,  and  Stanton  is 
the  capital. 

After  croffing  the  Great  North  Moun- 
tain, paffing  through  the  Calf  Failure, 
^nd  the  Cow  Failure,  we  came  to  Jackfon's 
mountain  ;  the  road  over  which  being  in- 
tolerably bad,  we  found  greater  difficulty 
in  crofling  this  mountain  than  any  we  had 
come  over  hitherto.  However  having  at 
length  accomplifhed  it,  we  crofTed  Jack- 
fon's  River,  a  branch  of  the  Fluvannah 
River  or  the  upper  branch  of  the  James 
River,  and  afterwards  croffing  fome  more 
mountains,  we  fell  in  upon  the  Green 
Briar  River.^  at  Howard's  Creek,  and  ar- 
rived at  Colonel  Lewises  juft  four  days 
after  we  left  Stanton. 

.    -  .  .     This 
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This  journey  was  extremely  fatiguirigj 
and  by  no  means  agreeable,  although  w6 
met  with  inhabitants  all  the  way,  and 
better  accommodations  than  could  be  ex- 
peded  in  that  remote  part  of  the  country. 

The  Green  Briar  River  is  not  fo  large 
as  the  New  River,  at  the  junction  of 
which  is  formed  the  Great  Kanhawah  ; 
but  however  it  is  a  very  confiderable 
ftream  of  water,  extremely  pleafant,  with 
abundance  of  moft  excellent  land  upon  its 
banks. 

All  the  way  as  we  advanced  we  heard 
many  alarming,  although  vague  reports 
about  the  Indian  war  ;  but  when  we  ar- 
rived at  Colonel  Lewis's  we  found  the 
whole  fettlement  in  confufion. 

Colonel  Lewis  had  raifed  all  the  militia 
of  the  back  country,  neareft  to  him,  and 
had  marched  down  the  Great  Kanhawah, 
in  confequence  of  orders  he  had  received 
from  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  then  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  who  had  alfo  marched 
out  in  perfon  againft  the  Indians  by  the 
way  of  Pittfburg, 

Captain 
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Captain  John  Lewis,  who  had  been  lately 
married,  being  taken  ill, was  unable  tppro- 
ceedafterhis  father  and  the  troops  under  his 
eommandj  notwithflanding  his  extreme  de- 
fireof  following  them  as  he  nad  a  company 
there  ;  but  his  brother  Thomas,  the  two 
Mathews's,  and  I,  having  crofled  the  river,, 
pufhed   forward  with  all  the  expedition 
we  could  make  to  come  up  with  them. 
However  they  had  reached  the  mouth  of 
the  Great  Kanhawah  a  confiderable  time 
before  we  arrived  at  their  camp,  for  with 
all  the  difpatch  we  could   pofiibly  make 
life  of,  it  was  four  fevere  days  journey, 
rtotvvithftanding.  we  travelled   at  the   rate 
of  forty  miles  a  day. 

Here  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  as  well- 
as  pkafed  to  meet  with  two  old  acquain- 
tances, viz.  Major  Fields,  whofe  houfe  \ 
had  been  at,  and  by  whom  w€  had  been 
very  hofpitably  entertained  on  the  Miflif- 
fippi,  who  as  well  as  myfelf  had  coiifie  to- 
this-  place  accidentally  ;  the  other  was 
Major  Lewis,  my  former  fellow-traveller 
fo  long,  with  whom  I  had  parted  at  Charlts 
5.  Town,- 
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Town,  "and  whofe  habitation  was  in  AU-a 
gufta  County  through  which  we  had  pafTed. 

I  was  exceedingly  happy  to  fee  hirri) 
having  always  greatly  efteemed  and  re- 
fpedted  him.  Here  we  again  became  infe* 
parable  companions,  for  his  fentiments, 
inclinations,  and  manners  were  more  con- 
genial to  mine  than  any  other  perfon's  in 
the  camp. 

Major  Lewis  was  alfo  the  life  and  foul 

of  the  troops.     They  efteemed,  refpeOied 

and  loved  him  ;  for  he  was  really  adive 

and  enterprifing,  good-natured,  generous, 

and  brave. 

There  was  a  company  for  each  of  Co- 
lonel Lewis's  fons,  and  but  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen  being  prefent,  I,  who  on  this 
expedition  was  only  a  volunteer,  had  the 
honour  of  being  appointed  to  command  the 
abfent  officer's  men,  if  a  fet  of  white  ra- 
vages, without  regularity,  order,  or  dif- 
cipline,  can  faidto  be  under  command. 

However  as  this  was  intended  as  a 
compliment  paid  to  me,  I  very  chearfully 
accepted  it?  for  it  was  neither  trouble  nor 

ex  pence, 


Vnited  States  of  America.  16 1 

cxpence  to  me,  and  I  had  and  especled  no 
emolument  or  advantage  therefrom. 

When  we  entered  the  camp  we  found  it 
a  fcene  of  confufion  and  filth,  with  only  a 
very  flender  appearance  of  military  order 
and  difcipline  ;  however  we  were  fcarce  ar- 
rived therein  before  an  adion  enfued,  en- 
tirely by  chance,  more  confiderable  and 
obftinate  than  any  that  has  been  fought  with 
the  Indians  for  many  years  paft,  in  which, 
although  the  Indians  were  unfortunate,  yet 
they  gained  and  merited  a  high  degree  of 
military  honour,  merit,  and  applaufe. 

This  camp  was  fituated  near  the  banks 
of  the  Great  Kanhawah,  and  was  injudi- 
cioufly  chofen  on  feveral  accounts  ;  parti- 
cularly becaufe  the  fpring,  from  whence  a 
great  part  of  the  water  ufed  by  the  troops 
was  procured,  was  certainly  too  far  di- 
flant :  nor  was  that  fpring  covered  with  a 
piquet,  nor  fecured  by  any  other  method 
of  defence. 

It  is  true  there  was  water  much  nearer, 
and  indeed  almoft  clofe  to  the  camp,  but  it 
was  neither  fo  good  in  itfelf  as  the  water 

Vol.  IL  M  of 
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of  this  fpring,  nor  even  fit  for  ufe,  being  be- 
fides  j,by  a  deficiency  in  regulations  and  want 
of  difcipline,  always  kept  foul  and  dirty. 

With  both  his  flanks  and  his  front  co- 
vered by  the  vail  rivers  Ohio  and  Great 
Kanhawah,  Colonel  Lewis  confidered  him- 
felf  as  perfe<3:ly  fecure  ;  but  efpecially  as 
he  had  lately  received  intelligence  that  the 
Earl  of  Dunmore  was  advanced  as  far  into> 
the  Indian  country  as  the  river  Hock- 
hocking  with  eight  or  nine  hundred  men, 
which  by  all  accounts  were  under  much 
better  difcipline  and  fubordination  than 
ours,  being  then  on  his  march  to  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  the  Shawnefe  nation,  and 
to  deftroy  their  towns. 

Ifany  thing  could  excufe  a  commanding 
officer's  ideal  fecurlty,  it  would  be  fuch  a 
fituation  as  this  ;  but  there  can  never  be 
any  defence ,  apology,  or  extenuation  for 
the  leaft  flacknefs  of  difcipline,  or  remiff- 
nefs  of  any  kind  in  the  military  line  ;  for 
a  good  officer,  commanding  an  army,  a 
regiment,  or  a  detachment,  ought  always 
to  make  ufe  of  every  precaution  and  vigi- 
lance 
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lance  as  if  he  was  conftantly  in  the  face  of, 
and  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by,  a 
fuperior  enemy  ;  for  the  leall:  relaxation 
may  be  of  fatal  confequence,  and  never 
can  admit  even  of  a  palliation. 

We  ourfelves,  viz.  Major  Lewis,  Cap- 
tain Lewis  and  I,  had  for  two  days  re- 
connoitered  the  country  for  ten  miles 
around,  without  difcovering  the  lead  ap- 
pearance of  an  enemy  ;  but  on  the  third 
morning  after  our  arrival,  the  whole  camp 
was  not  a  little  alarmed  at  a  confiderable 
firing,  juft  by  the  fpring  already  men- 
tioned, which  continued  to  increafe,  and  at 
length  became  very  heavy. 

This  circumftance  was  fmgular  enough, 
and  was  thus  occafioned. 

The  Shawnefe,  joined  by  the  Dcla- 
wares,  the  Mingos,  and  fome  other  war- 
Hors  of  different  nations,  to  the  number  of 
near  nine  hundred,  had  advanced  from 
the  ShavN^nefe  town,  which  is  fixty  miles 
Up  the  Siotto  River,  had  marched  no  lefs 
than  feventy-five  miles  in  two  days,  had 
crofTed  the  large  river  Ohio,  which  is  by 
M  2  far 
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i 
far  more  confiderable  than  the  Danube, 

without  either  fhips,  boats,  canoes,  or  pon- 
toons, and  without  implements  or  time  for 
making  any,  upon  rafts^  which  they 
formed  inflantly  from  the  trees  growing 
on  the  banks  by  means  only  of  their 
tomahawks.  . 

All  this  they  performed  with  the  ut- 
moft  fecrecy,  in  the  face  of  one  fuperior 
enemy  in  their  front,  and  nearly  in  the 
face  of  another  equal  to  them  in  their 
rear  ;  and  approached  within  one  mile 
indeed  little  more  than  half  a  mile  of  our 
camp  without  being  difcovered.  All  this 
they  did  without  the  ailiftance  of  cannon 
or  cavalry. 

This  adion  commenced  entirely  by  ac- 
cident, as  I  have  already  obferved,  which 
was  a  fortunate  circumftance  for  us,  as 
they  intended  to  furprife  us  in  our  camp  ; 
and  had  they  been  able  to  have  done  lb,  it 
muft  certainly  have  proved  fatal,  confider- 
ing  our  great  deficiency  in  point  of  difci- 
pline  and  precaution,  notwithftanding  our 
fuperiority  in  numbers,  for  there  might  be 

more 
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more  than  twelve  hundred  men  under  Co- 
lonel Lewis's  command. 

Early  that  morning,  viz.  on  the  tenth 
of  Odober,  fome  of  our  men  having  met 
a  few  Indians  who  had  alfo  come  to  that 
fpring  (formerly  mentioned)  for  water,  im- 
mediately fired  upon  them,  and  they  re- 
turned it.     Each  fide  was  reinforced,  until 
the  adion  became  very  fevere  and  almofl 
general,    and  was   maintained  with  great 
obftinacy  by  both  armies  during  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  day;  but  their  manner  of 
fighting  was   totally  different  from   any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe,  and   it   was 
that  alone  enabled  both  fides  to  continue 
the  engageiTicnt  for  fuch  a  length  of  time, 
without  one  or  both  being  entirely  cut  off. 
Every  man  ran  to  a  tree  for  cover,  from 
behind  which  he  fired  upon  the  enemy, 
whenever  he  could  difcover  any  of  them 
in    a    vulnerable    fituation ;    this   care   in 
firing  was  however  more  the  practice  of 
the  Indians,  who  feldom  threw  away  any 
of  their  ihot  promifcuoufly,  and  did  all  in 
their  power  to  fire  with  effedt.      Our  men 
M  3  alio 
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alfo  took  the  fame  precautions  to  Gover 
•  themfelves  from  the  mufquetry  of  the 
enemy,  but  were  by  no  means  as  frugal 
of  powder  and  ball,  which  they  wafted 
without  much  regard  to  aim. 

In  this  manner  of  fighting,  want  of  fub- 
ordination  is  of  lefs  prejudice  than  in  any 
other,  and  officers  are  of  lefs  fervice  and 
confequence  ;  as  here  appeared  to  be  no 
mcenuvrcs,  no  turning  of  flanks,  no  charg- 
ing with  bayonets,  for  nothing  was  feen 
or  heard  but  a  perpetual  popping  from  all 
quarters  ;  and  one  fide  could  not  attempt 
to  turn  the  flank  of  the  other,  becaufe 
they  could  immediately  extend  it  as  far  as 
that  of  the  fir  ft. 

In  this  fituation,  with  little  advantage 
©neither  fide,  Major  Field,  Major  Lewis, 
and  I  (having  been  clofe  together  all  dayj, 
difcovered  a  ravine,  or  large  hollow  way, 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  which  was  full 
of  trees  and  thick  underwood,  and  feemed 
to  be  unfecured. 

It  immediately  occurred  to  us  that  if 
we  could  be  able  to  marqh  a  fmall  detach- 
ment 
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ment  by  a  circqitous  rouie  to  feize  on  that 
ravine,  and  under  cover  of  it  attack  them 
fuddenly  in  the  rear,  it  muft  decide  the 
fate  of  the  day  in  our  favour. 

Upon  this  Major  Lewis  and  I  went  and 
defired  Colonel  Lewis,  (who,  for  what 
reafon  I  am  ignorant,  had  not  left  the  camp 
all  day,)  to  furnifh  us  with  this  detachment; 
and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  we  obtained 
it,  as  he  appeared  apprehenfive  of  the  camp 
being  left  without  a  fufficient  guard. 

For  this  purpofe  we  loft  no  time  In 
marching  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
intending  to  make  a  circuit  of  fome  miles 
to  accomplifh  it  undifcovered,  and  there- 
fore we  had  to  p^fs  a  ravine,  in  the  rear 
of  our  own  camp,  upon  the  left. 

We  ordered  a  ferjeant  and  two  men  to 
pafs  this  hollow  place  firfl,  and  to  examine 
it  as  they  paffed :  they  foon  went  over, 
and  beckoned  to  us  that  all  was  fafe  ; 
when  Major  Lewis  advancing  boldly  for- 
ward was  fhot  dead  by  five  Indians,  who 
lay  there  in  ambufh  to  prevent  our  fending 
gny  detachments  that  way,  and  fuffered 
M  4  thfi 
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the  firft  party  to  pafs  unmolefted,  judging 
rightly  that  they  would  be  of  inferior  con^ 
fequence  and  eftimation  to  thofe  that  fol- 
lowed after.  But  we  inftantly  fell  upon 
them,  and  purfued  them  fo  clofely,  that  not 
a  man  of  them  efcaped  to  alarm  the  enemy, 
which  would  have  fruftrated  the  whole  de- 
fign.  After  leaving  a  corporal  and  fome 
men  with  Major  Lewis's  body,  I  march- 
ed on  with  all  expedition,  and  gained  the 
ravine  without  noife  or  being  difcovered, 
from  whence  I  immediately  commenced 
a  fudden  and  very  heavy  fire  upon  the 
enemy'ia  left  flank  and  rear,  who  were  all 
open  and  quite  expofed  to  this  attack. 

Their  lofs  was  confiderable,  and  they 
inftantly  gave  wav,  but  with  a  good  coun- 
tenance, firing  ab  they  retreated  from  tree 
to  tree,  and  not  without  carrying  off  all 
their  wounded,  aad  a  great  part  of  their 
dead  alfo. 

Had  it  been  poffible  to  have  made  our 
troops  charge  them  at  the  inftant  of  their 
breaking,    the   rout  would  have  been  ge- 
neral and  complete  ;  but  without  a  much 
5  greater 
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greater  fhare  of  difcipline  it  is  impoffible 
to  make  them  leave  off  that  habit  of  bu(h- 
fighting,  or  keeping  themfelves  covered 
by  trees  ;  for  without  that,  I  am  convinced 
that  by  the  charge  of  the  bayonet  half  the 
number  of  Britifh  troops  would  have 
routed  them  in  an  inftant,  and  killed  three 
times  the  number  that  was  done  in  this 
ad:ion  during  the  greater  part  of  the  whole 
day. 

The  Indians  alfo  not  only  efFeded  their 
retreat  with  their  wounded,  &c.  but  alfo 
crofled  the  Ohio  again  upon  their  rafts 
that  night,  about  eight  miles  from  the 
field  of  adion,  by  which  they  were  effec- 
tually fecured  from  any  future  attacks 
from  us. 

In  this  engagement  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  each  fide  was 
nearly  as  follows,  viz.  forty  fix  of  our 
troops  killed,  and  about  eighty  or  eighty- 
five  wounded;  and  of  the  Indians  there 
might  be  thirty  or  upwards  killed,  and  at 
leaft  as  many  or  more  wounded  ;  how- 
«eyer  the  real  number  of  the  wounded  of 

the 
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the   enemy  could  never  be   properly  af- 
certained. 

The  principal  officer  among  the  flain 
on  our  fide,  betides  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Fleming  and  Morrow,  Captains  M'Clana- 
han,  Blueford,  Charles  Cameron,  and  WiL 
fon,  as  well  as  three  or  four  others  who 
died  of  their  wounds,  was  Major  Charles 
Lewis,  a  fenfible,  worthy,  and  enterprif- 
ing  man,  and  a  brave  gallant  officer.  His 
lofs  was  defervedly,  and  moft  truly  la- 
mented ;  for  he  was  extremely  popular 
and  much  efteemed. 

Numbers  of  ftratagems  were  made  ufe 
of  in  the  adion  of  this  day,  peculiar  to  this 
mode  of  fighting.  But  in  thefe  the  whites 
Oie'vved  more  dexterity  and  &ill  than  the 
Indians,  which  is  indeed  very  unufual. 

I  fhall  relate  only  one  of  thefe  ftrata- 
gems,  as  thereby  an  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  others,  and  of  the  nature  of  them. 

A  white  man,  who  had  taken  fhelter 
behind  a  log  to  cover  him  from  the  fire  of 
the  Indians,  perceiving  an  Indian  watching 
for  an  opportunity  to  fire  at  him,  raifed 

his 
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his  hat  on  a  ftick  a  little  above  the  log 
behind  which  he  lay  for  cover ;  the  Indian, 
taking  it  for  his  head,  and  imagining  that 
he  was  looking  up,  fired,  and  fent  a  ball 
through  the  hat;  the  white  man,  to  fupport 
the  deception,  pretended  to  be  wounded, 
»nd  began  to  kick  and  ftruggle.  Upon 
this  the  Indian  jumped  from  behind  his 
tree  to  give  him  the  coup  de  grace  with 
bis  tomahawk,  which  is  their  mode  of  ex- 
ultation and  triumph  ;  but  as  foon  as  he 
approached  within  a  few  fteps  of  him,  the 
white  man  raifed  up  his  firelock,  took  aim 
and  killed  him,  making  the  Indian  a£t  the 
part  of  a  dying  man  in  reality,  which  he 
himfelf  had  only  done  in  appearance. 

It  was  not  this  adion  with  Colonel 
Lewis  that  completely  humbled  the  In- 
dians. It  was  upon  their  return  to  their 
towns  to  find  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  with 
an  army  in  the  heart  of.  their  country  , 
who  had  laid  their  towns  in  afhes,  and  de- 
ftroyed  all  their  provifions. 

It  was  this  that  induced  them  to  fue 
for  peace  in  the  raofl  fubmiffive  and  fup- 

plicating 
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plicatlng  terms  to  his  Lordfhip,  whom 
they  found  as  generous  a  conqueror,  as 
they  had  experienced  him  a  refolute,  en- 
terprifing  and  formidable  enemy. 

After  this  his  Lordfhip  gained  fiich  an 
influence  and  afcendancy  over  them  that 
he  may  be  faid  to  have  conquered  their 
hearts,  as  well  as  to  have  fubdued  their 
country. 

As  this  war  with  the  Indians  had  never 
met  with  my  private  approbation,  it  being 
folely  from  motives   of  curiofity   and  by 
accident   that   I  happened  to    be  prefent 
and  engaged  in   it,   having   accompanied 
Captain  Lewis  without  any  fuch  expecta- 
tion, or  the  leaft  idea  of  fuch  an  event,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Indians   in  this  adion 
had   not  only  increafed   my   refped;    and 
good    opinion    which    was    always    very 
favourable  towards  them,    but   it  adually 
made  me  admire  and  venerate  them,  I  con- 
cluded in  my  own  mind  to  leave  the  camp, 
and  return  with  all  pofFible  expedition,  as 
foon  as  there  was  any  profpect  of  doing  fo 

in  fafety. 

How- 
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However  by  fome  unaccountable  pre- 
caution Colonel  Lewis  took  it  in  his  head 
to  be  all  at  once  extremely   vigilant  left 
we  fhould  be  attacked  by  the   enemy   in 
our  camp,  of  which  he  had  actually  become 
extremely    apprehenfive  ;   and  with  thefe 
ideas  in  his  mind,  which  he  had  in  fome 
meafure  communicated  to  many  more,  they 
were  not  a  little  alarmed,  fome  days  after 
the  engagement,  by  a  great  noife  of  hol- 
lowing and  whooping   like   Indians    ap- 
proaching the  camp. 

But  all  their  fears  and  uneaiinefs  were 
difpelled  when  the  perfon  who  made  this 
mighty  clamour  came  nearer  and  arrived 
in  the  camp,  as  he  proved  to  be  one  Gir- 
thy,  a  meffenger  from  Lord  Dunmore  to 
Colonel  Lewis,  who  firft  confirmed  the 
report  of  the  retreat  and  difmay  of  the 
Indians., 

By  his  arrival  and  intelligence  we  were 
fully  fatisfied  that  the  whole  country  fouth- 
eaftward  of  us  was  clear  of  the  enemy,  and 
in  perfed  fecurity,  quietnefs,  and  peace. 

CHAP. 
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ileturn  to  Colonel  Lciuis's.  Fredr'ickjburg.  DtimfrteSi 
Colchefler.  Iron  Works.  Ocquaqitan  River.  General 
WaJlAngton.  Pifcattawa.  Port  Tobacco.  A  viojl  ele-^ 
gant  Situation  and  Scat  belonging  to  a  Roman  Catholic 
Priejl.  EJlahlifnnietits  of  the  Jefnijls  in  Maryland. 
Their  Harams  of  beautiful  Slaves*  A  prof  i gate  PrieJJt 
Eflimation  of  landed  Property.  St.  Marfs.  Annapolis. 
Baltimore.  Its  fouri/hing  Condition.  Number  of  In- 
habitants in  Maryland. 

Y  refledions  on  the  unfortunate 
fituation  of  the  poor  Indians,  and 
the  death  of  my  intimate  and  much- 
refpe^ted  friend  Major  Lewis,  had  cafi 
fuch  a  damp  on  my  fpirits,  that  I 
could  not  enjoy  any  fatisfadion  in  that 
place  ',  and  as  my  own  private  affairs 
likewife  called  me  home,  I  made  the  beft 
of  my  way  up  the  Great  Kanhawah  for 
the  Green  Briar  fettlement,  being  fur- 
nilhed  with  the  mod  favourable  and  flat- 
tering letters  for  Captain  John  Lewis, 
which  in  reality  was  only  paying  a  com- 
pliment 
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pliment  to  his  company,  whofe  good 
behaviour  on  the  day  of  adlon  had  cer- 
tainly been  diftinguifhed,  but  from  the 
very  fhort  time  I  was  with  them  could  re- 
fled:  little  or  no  credit  or  honour  on  me. 

When  I  arrived  at  Colonel  Lewis's,  I 
found  his  fon  ftill  extremely  indifpofed, 
and  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  imbecility  and  difeafe 
that  I  advifed  him  to  endeavour  to  go  to 
the  warm  fprings  in  Augufta  county  for 
the  reftoration  and  benefit  of  his  health  ;^ 
which  he  readily  confented  to  do. 

Having  remained  only  one  night  here  I 
pufhed  forward  to  Stanton,  and  from 
thence  made  the  heft  of  my  way  to  Fre- 
drickfburg,  returning  the  fame  way  that  I 
went  out. 

At  Fredrickfburg  happening  la  com- 
pany with  an  acquaintance  that  pro- 
pofed  to  travel  round  by  Dumfries  and 
Colchefter  in  Virginia,  and  Pifcattawa 
and  Port  Tobacco  in  Maryland,  I  agreed 
to  accompany  him. 

After  croffing  the  Rapphannock  at  Fal- 
mouth,   Potomack    Creek,    and  Acquia 

9  Creek, 
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Creek,  both  of  which  fall  into  the  flvef 
Potomack,  we  arrived  at  Dumfries,  a  little 
town  fitiiated  on  a  pretty  water-courfe 
named  Quantico  Creek. 

Here  we  met  with  excellent  accommo- 
dations at  an  inn,  one  of  the  beft  perhaps 
in  America,  kept  by  a  Mr. ,  a  Scots- 
man, where  we  dined,  and  afterwards 
travelled  as  far  as  another  little  town 
named  Colchefter,  upon  the  river  Ocqua- 
qiian,  which  alfo,  as  well  as  Quantico 
Creek,  falls  into  the  Potomack. 

If  the  accommodations  were  good  at 
Dumfries,  they  were  proportionably  bad  at 
Colchefter  at  a  houfe  kept  by  one  Coates, 
whom  we  found  to  be  equally  difagree- 
able  with  the  entertainment  we  met  with. 

Colchefter,  although  it  be  larger   than 

Dumfries,  has   not  half  as  much  trade, 

and  is  an  ill-built  nafty  little  town,  fitu- 

ated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Ocqua- 

quan,  within  three  miles  of  the  Potomack, 

of  which  the  eminences  above  it  command 

a  very  fine  view. 

There 
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There  are  fome  iron-works,  furnaces, 
and  forges,  worked  by  cuts  from  the  Oc- 
quaquan,  juft  above  Golchefter,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river,  carried  on  by  a 
very  ingenious  perfon  named  Ballantine, 
which  are  of  great  public  utiHty. 

The  trade  of  Dumfries  and  Golchefter 
confifts  chiefly  of  tobacco  and  wheat  i  and 
there  is  a  very  fine  back  country  to  fupport 
it,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  fhips 
were  loaded  here  annually. 

The  face  of  all  that  part  of  Virginia, 
named  the  Northern  Neck,  which  is  be- 
tween the  rivers  Rappahannock  and  Poto- 
mack,  is  quite  different  from  the  reft  of 
that  country  which  is  generally  level  being 
almoft  a  dead  flat  from  the  ocean  to  the 
mountains ;  but  the  Northern  Neck  on  the 
contrary  is  extremely  broken  and  hilly,  the 
land  too  is  generally  ftifF,  but  very  rich, 
ftrong,andfertlleand  the  lituationsand  per- 
fpedives  are  delightful  and  in  the  higheft 
degree  elegant,  grand,  and  commanding. 

The  rich  variety  of  land  and  water, 
hills  and  dales,  woods  and  fields,  that  are 

Vol.  II.  N  to 
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to  be  feen  from  every  eminence  bordering 
on  the  Potomack,  is  beyond  defcription 
beautiful,  and  is  not  to  be  paralleled  per- 
haps in  the  world. 

We  left  Colchefler  in  the  forenoon,  and 
■went  to  General  Wafhington's  at  Mount 
Vernon,  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomack, 
where  we  dined,  and  afterwards  crofled  the 
river  about  a  mile  below  his  houfe,  to 
Maryland ;  and  reached  Pifcattaway,  a 
fmall  town  fituated  upon  a  creek  of  the 
fame  name,  to  fupper. 

Pifcattaway  is  low  and  unhealthy,  but 
has  a  tolerable  fhare  of  trade,  which  con- 
fifts  of  tobacco  entirely. 

On  the  day  following  I  returned  home 
to  my  own  houfe,  having  dined  at  an- 
other fmall  town  named  Port  Tobacco,  fix- 
teen  miles  from  Pifcattaway,  which  is 
built  upon  a  creek  of  the  fame  name, 
that  falls  into  the  Potomack,  as  well  as 
Pifcattaway  Creek. 

Port  Tobacco  is  not  larger  than  Pifcat- 
taway, neither  of  them  containing  more 
than  forty  or  fifty  houfes ;  but  it  carries 

on 
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on  a  much  more  confiderable  trade,  which 
confifts  of  fome  wheat,  but  chiefly  to- 
bacco. 

Near  the  town  of  Port  Tobacco,  upon 
a  commanding  eminence  overlooking  the 
Potomack,  is  a  feat  belonging  to  the  late 
fociety  of  the  Jefuits,  in  occupation  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  prieft  named  Hunter, 
in  a  fituation  the  mod  majeftic,  grand, 
and  elegant  in  the  whole  world.  The 
houfe  itfelf  is  exceedingly  handfome,  exe- 
cuted in  fine  tafte,  and  of  a  very  beauti- 
ful model  ;  but  imagination  cannot  form 
the  idea  of  a  perfpective  more  noble, 
rich,  and  delightful,  than  this  charming 
villa  in  reality  is. 

And  as  the  beft  defcription  I  could  give 
of  it  would  come  fo  far  fhort,  as  even  to 
difgrace  the  place  itfelf,  I  fhall  not  hazard 
the  attempt. 

I  accordingly  terminated  this  journey, 
after  travelling  at  lead  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  and  returned  to  my  own 
houfe,  quite  overcome  with  wearinefs  and 
fatigue. 

N  2  ^  The 
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The  province  of  Maryland,  which  was 
firft  granted  as  an  afylum  for  Roman 
Catholics,  ftill  contains  a  great  majority 
of  them,  although  the  church  of  Eng- 
land is  the  eftablifhed  church,  to  which 
they  pay  an  equal  proportion  as  the  pro- 
teftants.  There  are  in  all  probability 
three  Roman  Catholics  for  one  proteftant 
throughout  this  province ;  and  in  the 
counties  of  St.  Mary's,  Charles,  Calvert^ 
and  Prince  George's,  there  are  at  leaft 
fix  parts  out  of  feven  of  the  inhabitants 
that  profefs  that  religion. 

Previous  to  the  diflblution  of  the  fociety 
the  Jefuits  had  a  powerful  eftabliihment 
in  Maryland,  and  were  pofTeffed  of  an 
immenfe  property  in  that  province,  con- 
filling  chiefly  of  land  and  flaves. 

Three  of  their  principal  feats  or  eftab- 
lifhments  are  in  Charles's  and  St.  Mary's 
counties  j  one  already  mentioned  juft  by 
Port  Tobacco,  the  moft  beautiful  place 
and  moft  elegant  fituation  in  the  world, 
in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  reverend  father 
Hunter,  who  was  the  principal  or  head 
4  of 
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of  the  foclety  in  this  province  ;  the  next 
is  at  the  mouth  of  Briton's  Bay,  on  the 
river  Potomack,  pofTefled  by  father  Lewis; 
and  the  third  is  at  the  mouth  of  Mary's 
River,  on  the  Potomack  alfo,  in  the  occu- 
pation of  father  Aftiby;  both  the  laft 
named  places  are  in  St.  Mary's  county. 

Befides  thefe  there  are  feveral  other 
very  confiderable  eftablifhmerlts  belong- 
ing to  the  Jefuits,  in  this  province,  where 
no  perfon  refides  but  the  priefts  and  their 
attendants.  However  at  each  of  thefe 
places  they  feem  to  have  a  haram  of  fe- 
male flaves,  who  are  now  become  white 
by  their  mixture. 

There  are  at  this  time  numbers  of 
beautiful  girls,  many  of  them  as  fair  as 
any  living,  who  are  abfolutely  Haves  in 
every  fenfe  to  thefe  priefts,  and  whofe 
pofterity  muft  remain  in  the  fame  de- 
grading unfortunate  fituation. 

Since  the  diftblution  of  the  fociety  of 
Jefuits  thofe  that  were  there  at  that  time 
remain  in  the  undifturbed  polTefTion  of  all 
their  immenfe  property. 

N  3  Mary-r 
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Maryland  is  divided  nearly  into  two 
equal  parts  by  the  upper  half  of  the  vaft  bay 
of  Chefapeak,  which  comes  up  almoft 
through  the  centre  of  this  province. 

This  prodigious  body  of  water  and 
the  multitude  of  large  and  fine  rivers 
that  empty  themfelves  into  it  on  each 
fide,  all  of  which  are  navigable,  fome 
even  to  the  extent  of  two  hundred  miles, 
render  thefe  two  provinces  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  extremely  valuable,  commo- 
dious, and  delightful,  by  the  amazing 
benefit  and  public  advantages  of  water- 
carriage  and  communication  throughout 
the  whole. 

In  Maryland  ther6  are  fixteen  counties, 
an  equal  number  of  which  are  on  each 
fide  of  the  bay  of  Chefapeak;  thefe  two 
parts  or  diviiions  of  the  province  being 
kept  carefully  ballanccd,  as  a  check  one 
upon  the  other,  that  all  the  advantages  of 
trade,  iegiflature,  &c.  may  be  juftly  di- 
vided. By  way  of  diftindion  one  fide 
of  the  Chefapeak  is  called  fimply  the 
Eafl:ern  Shore,  and  the  other  the  Weftern 

Shore ; 
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Shore  ;  of  which  the  lafl  however  is  con- 
fiderably  the  beft  inhabited,  the  moft 
beautiful,  fertile,  and  polite. 

By  far  the  greateft  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  are  on  the  Weftern  Shore  ;  and, 
what  is  very  furprifmg,  it  was  alfo  the 
moft  violently  rebellious  and  difaffedted. 

The  principal  Roman  Catholic  families 
in  this  province  are  generally  better  de- 
fcended  than  is  common  to  America, 
where  they  are  moft  frequently  afhamed 
to  trace  their  anceftors  a  fmgle  generation 
back ;  but  the  chief  of  the  families  in 
this  province,  at  leaft  thofe  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  came  over  with  the 
firft  lord  Baltimore,  and  were  originally 
from  good  and  refpe6:able  families  in 
England. 

Aboiit  the  period  of  the  diflblution  of 
the  fociety  of  Jefuits,  there  happened  a 
great  confufion  amongft  them,  as  well  as 
among  all  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
province,  occafioned  by  a  profligate  prieft 
of  that  order,  who,  after  playing  a  num- 
ber of  tricks  with  many  of  the  female 
N  4  part 
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part  of  his  flock,  thought  proper  to  lay 
afide  his  habit  and  his  vows,  and  enter 
into  matrimony  with  a  rich  young  Roman 
Catholic  widow  lady  of  weak  intelleds, 
along  with  whom  he  lives  to  this  day,  in 
open  defiance  of  the  Pope  and  his  bulls, 
yet  Hill  profeffing  the  fame  religion. 
This  I  mention  as  an  extraordinary  oc- 
currence, fo  rarely  to  be  met  with,  that 
a  fimilar  inftance  I  do  not  imagine  can  be 
produced. 

Landed  property,  by  being  more  di- 
vided in  Maryland  than  in  Virginia,  is 
thereby  enhanced  in  value,  and  fells  at  a 
much  higher  price,  frequently  for  no  lefs 
than  three  or  four  times  as  much,  efpe- 
cially  on  the  Weilern  Shore,  where  the 
foil  is  alfo  far  fuperior  to  that  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  bay. 

On  the  Eaftern  Shore  the  land  in  ge- 
neral is  neither  good,  nor  valuable ;  being 
very  fandy,  light,  and  poor,  excepting 
near  the  head  of  the  Chefapeak,  where 
it  becomes  more  lliff,  and  fit  for  the  cul- 
ture of  wheat. 

The 
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The  town  of  St.  Mary's,  upon  St, 
Mary's  River,  in  the  fame  county,  once 
the  capital  of  the  province,  is  now  no 
more,  and  exifts  only  in  name.  Its  great 
inconvenience,  being  fituated  in  a  penin- 
fula,  in  an  extreme  corner  of  the  pro- 
vince, was  the  reafon  of  its  fall,  and  of 
the  feat  of  government  being  removed  to 
Annapolis,  an  hundred  miles  dillant,  more 
in  the  centre  of  the  colony,  delightfully 
fituated  on  the  river  Severn,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  Chefapeak. 

Annapolis  is  a  beautiful  town  fome- 
thing  larger  than  Williamfburg,  and  the 
ftreets  are  remarkable  for  their  fingular 
and  whimfical  manner  of  being  laid  out 
from  the  province-houfe  in  diredions  like 
rays  from  a  centre. 

The   foil   in  and  around  Annapolis  is 
fandy,  which  renders   it  as  agreeable  in 
the  winter  as  it  is  unpleafant  in  the  fum- 
mer,    although  it  contains  a  number  of 
exceeding  good  buildings. 

There  is  alfo  a  courfe  or  public  race  ground 
in  thevicinity  of  this  town,  on  which  capital 

races 


1 86  A  Tour  in  the 

races  are  performed  twice  a  year ;  this 
being  the  central  fpot  whereon  the  great 
contentions  between  the  fouthern  and 
northern  horfes  are  decided,  in  which 
however  thofe  from  the  fouth  have  evinced 
an  undoubted  fuperiority. 

But  even  Annapolis  will  not  continue 
much  longer  as  the  capital  of  Maryland, 
The  feat  of  government  muft  foon  be  re- 
moved to  Baltimore,  a  large,  flourifliing 
and  very  fine  town,  lately  ereded,  thirty 
miles  farther  back  in  the  country  than 
Annapolis  ;  fituated  upon  Patapfco  River 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Chefapeak  Bay, 
with  an  excellent  harbour  and  commo- 
dious wharfs. 

This  town,  built  on  a  fpot  which  but 
thirty-fix  years  ago  was  covered  with 
woods,  contains  already  more  houfes  than 
every  other  town  in  the  province  together, 
and  between  twelve  and  fifteen  thoufand 
inhabitants. 

It  carries  on  a  very  great  trade,  which 
is  increafmg  in  a  furpriling  degree,  chiefly 
In  wheat,  flour,  &c.  &c.     But  as  every 

thing 
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thing  has  undergone  a  total  alteration  by 
the  rebellion,  Baltimore  mufl  alfo  be  a 
very  great  fufFerer  thereby. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Mary- 
land were  computed  by  the  Congrefs  at 
three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand, 
which  I  alfo  think  exaggerated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  the  other  provinces; 
for  I  am  well  aflured  that  two  hundred 
and  feventy-five  thoufand  comprize  all 
the  fouls  in  the  province ;  of  which  more 
than  half,  perhaps  two-thirds  are  Negroes* 
And  the  whites  include  a  great  propor- 
tion of  Irifh  and  Germans,  efpecially  in 
the  back  counties. 


CHAP, 
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Ilie  Rebellion  breaking  out.  Harajfments  on  account  of 
Loyalty.  Political  Opinions^  Sentiments^  and  Impar- 
tiality of  the  Author.  The  Marnier  of  forming  tkefrjl 
Congrefs''s  Committees^  isfc.  and  the  Perfons  luho  com- 
pofedthem.  Againf  the  private  Inclinations  of  a  great 
Majority  of  the  People.  Politic  Stroke  or  Meafure. 
Severe  Perfecutions  and  extreme  Hardfips,  AleX' 
andria. 

FTER  my  return  from  this  very- 
fatiguing  and  difagreeable  expe- 
dition to  the  back  country,  although  I 
had  fo  much  need  of  reft  and  tranquillity, 
yet  a  very  fmall  fhare  fell  to  my  lot ;  for 
the  flames  of  difcord  and  rebellion,  be- 
ginning to  burft  forth  with  violence  all 
over  the  continent,  likewife  in  my  vici- 
nity and  through  feveral  counties  around 
the  inhabitants  being  extremely  difafFed:ed 
to  Britilh  government,  and  my  opinions 
and  inclinations  in  favour  thereof  being 
decided  and   public,   I  was  harrafled  and 

per- 
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perfecuted  beyond  meafure,  by  the  dema- 
gogues of  this  formidable  faction. 

As  the  natural  generofity  of  fentiment 
of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
and  efpecially  of  thofe  of  an  high  rank,  has 
prevented  them  from  being  able  to  form 
any  idea  of  the  illiberality  of  condud:  of  the 
Americans,  and  the  barbarous  treatment 
pradifed  by  them  upon  thofe  unhappy  per- 
fons  who  have  had  the  misfortune  of 
falling  into  their  hands^  efpecially  if  ever 
they  were  adive  againft  them,  I  fhall 
here  give  a  brief  narration  of  what  has 
fallen  under  my  own  obfervations,  as 
well  as  what  I  have  experienced  myfelf; 
at  the  fame  time,  utterly  difclaiming  every 
idea  of  perfonality,  prejudice,  and  every 
vindictive  fentiment. 

And  to  evince  my  candour  on  this 
fubjedl,  it  is  necelTary  for  me  firft  to 
declare,  that  I  was  exceedingly  attached 
to  the  country  and  the  people,  very  m.any 
of  whom  I  loved,  efteemed,  and  re- 
fpei^ed  \  I  was  habituated  to,    and  forxd 

of 
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their  fociety,  cuftoms,  and  manner  of 
life  ;  I  delighted  in  their  agriculture  -,  in 
iliort,  I  was  equally  interefted  in  every  event 
that  could  befall  them,  with  any  of  them 
all,  as  I  intended  to  end  my  days  in  that 
country,  wherein  every  individual  was 
happy  and  free,  under  the  mild  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  ;  where  plenty  and 
contentment  reigned,  and  not  a  beggar 
was  to  be  feen,  before  the  flames  of  fedi- 
tion  and  revolt  confumed  this  fair  and 
noble  fabric. 

My  political  opinions  alfo  were  decid- 
edly in  favour  of  civil  liberty,  and  I 
equally  detelled  defpotifm  and  republican 
government.  A  mixed  monarchy,  fuch 
as  that  of  Great  Britain,  was  the  govern- 
ment I  approved  of,  and  the  object  of 
my  choice. 

So  that  as  my  fentlments  have  been 
liberal,  and  my  conduct  actuated  by  prin- 
ciple alone,  fo  fhall  piy  relation  of  the 
events,  that  occurred  in  confequence 
thereof,  be  candid  and  impartial. 

8  In 
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In  the  county  wherein  I  refided,  at  the 
firft  meeting   of  the  people  to  confider 
about  eleding  committees,    conventions, 
congrefs,  &c.  I  oppofed  the  meafure  with 
ail  my  power,  perfuafion,  and  influence ; 
and   then  three-fourths  of  thofe  prefent 
came  over  to  my  fide  on  dividing.     But 
notwithftanding  this,  the  other  remaining 
fourth  part,  the  abettors  and  promoters 
of  fedition,   appointed   themfelves   com- 
mittee-men, &c.  and  had  the  effrontery  to 
publifh  in  the  news-papers  that  they  were 
unanimoufly  chofen  by  the  people. 

This  was  the  cafe  in  general,  as  well 
as  there  ;  and  it  was  in  this  manner,  and 
out  of  fuch  as  thefe,  that  the  firft  com- 
mittees, conventions,  and  congrefs  were 
chofen  and  compofed. 

From  the  firft  I  conceived  this  was  a 
deep  laid  fcheme,  that  was  greatly  pro- 
moted by  a  number  of  favourable  for- 
tuitous events  accidentally  intei;vening, 
which  as  they  occurred  no  forefight  nor 
precaution  could  divert  j  for  it  is  an  un- 
doubted 
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doubted  truth,  that  not  one  tenth  part 
of  the  people  at  large  at  firll  countenanced 
or  approved  thofe  violent  and  feditious 
meafures  that  were  afterwards  adopted. 

After  the  firft  general  congrefs  broke 
up,  the  people  beginning  to  murmur, 
the  boldeft,  deepeft,and  moft  politic  ftroke 
of  all  was  now  formed  and  executed.  In 
fhort,  it  was  that  on  which  the  bafis  of  all 
their  future  authority,  power,  and  fuc- 
cefs,  was  eftablifhed. 

A  meeting  of  each  county  on  bufmefs 
of  great  importance  was  deiired,  on  an 
appointed  day,  in  anonymous  hand-bills 
diftributed  and  palled  up  at  public  places. 
A  very  few  people  only  met,  and  they 
were  chiefly  flrollers  and  idle  perfons. 
However,  the  former  felf-crcated  com- 
mittee now  re-eled:ed  themfelves,  and 
added  eighty  or  ninety  others,  indeed 
every  perfon  of  any  influence  in  each 
county,  though  abfent,  and  although 
many  of  them  had  difapproved  of  theif 

meafures- 
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meafures.     Of  this  number  any  five  were 
impowered  to  a<S. 

This  meafure  of  increafing  the  number 
of  the  committee-men  rivetted  their  in- 
fluence, and  efFedtually  filenced  thofe  who 
oppofed  their  deligns. 

Frequent  meetings  were  afterwards 
held,  wherein  the  former  defigners  al- 
ways carried  their  own  fchemes,  and  the 
laft  nominal  committee-men  were  fatisfied 
with  the  name  and  fhadow  of  power, 
for  in  fad  they  had  none  of  the  fub- 
flance. 

Although  I  had  always  openly  and 
publicly  difapproved,  and  oppofed  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  yet  now  they 
nominated  me  alfo  as  one  of  their  com- 
mittee ;  propofed  me  to  command  three 
troops  of  light  horfe,  and  the  chairman 
waited  on  me  with  the  offer  of  their 
commiflion,  (and  with  four  papers  for 
me  to  fubfcribe,  viz.  one  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  feditious  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
in  New  England,  one  for  raifmg  a  maga- 
zine, one  for  the  payment  of  the  mem- 

VoL.lI.  O  beis 
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bers  of  the  Congrefs,  and  the  fourtfi 
was  the  aflbciation  of  revolt ;)  intend- 
ing thereby  to  corrupt  my  principles,  as 
they  did  thofe  of  many  others,  and  ex- 
peding  that  this  oftentatious  though 
really  lawlefs  power  would  be  fo  allur- 
ing as  to  fafcinate  me  out  of  my 
loyalty.  But  in  this  however  they  were 
miftaken,  for  I  pofitively  refufed  the 
whole,  giving  him  for  anfwer,  that  I 
would  fooner  fuffer  death  than  be  guilty 
of  what  they  requefted  and  have  fuch  a 
ftain  of  what  I  confidered  as  ignominy 
upon  me. 

Being  then  cited  before  them  to  anfwer 
for  my  conduct,  I  plainly  and  candidly 
informed  them,  '*  That  I  had  no  fhare  in 
**  eledting  them  ;  that  they  neither  repre- 
**  fented  me  nor  my  principles ;  that  I 
*'  beheld  them  as  an  arbitrary,  infolent, 
'*  felf-created,  petty  tribunal,  to  which 
"  I  paid  no  obedience :  but  that  I  was 
'*  always  ready  to  anfwer  in  a  legal  and 
*'  conftitutional   way   to    any  accufation 

**  againfl  me." 

This 
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This  incenfed  them  highly;  and  for 
felf-defence,  as  well  as  in  fupport  of  his 
Majefty's  government,  I  then  drew  up  a 
loyal  afTociation,  and  exerted  my  utmofl 
influence  to  promote  it. 

In  two  days,  I  obtained  four  hundred 
fubfcribers.  We  were  to  meet  on  the 
enfuing  Saturday,  in  order  to  concert 
fome  efFedtual  meafures  to  fupport  con- 
ftitutional  government,  and  avert  the 
threatened  opprefTion  of  the  congrefs  and 
committees. 

However  this  attempt  was  rather  too 
late  ;  the  mal-contents  had  gathered  too 
much  ftrength ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
having  got  intimation  of  it,  they  in  one 
night  and  day  had  every  perfon  privately 
feized  on,  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
nounce his  Majefly  and  his  government 
even  on  oath  ;  two  Scotfmen,  who  re- 
fufed,  they  tarred  and  feathered,  and 
they  fent  a  party  after  me  :  but  I,  being 
apprized  of  it,  and  being  well  provided 
with  arms  and  ammunition  at  my  own 
houfe,  and  refolute  fervants,  refolved  to 
I"  O  2  defend 
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defend  myfelf.  Apprehenfive  of  too 
warm  a  reception  they  returned  with- 
out me. 

After  this  however  I  was  in  continual 
dangers  and  alarms,  and  could  not  fleep 
in  my  own  houfe  in  fafety.  Several  times 
parties  of  forty  armed  men,  with  two 
rounds  each  of  ammunition,  were  or- 
dered to  take  me,  and  if  I  refifted  to  fire 
upon  me ;  but  one  of  their  officers  always 
privately  gave  me  timely  notice  of  it,  fo 
that  I  efcaped,  and  generally  went  over 
Potamack  in  my  boat  to  Virginia  on  fuch  j 
occafions.  ' 

Happening   there    once    before    fome  , 
violent    rebels  to  fay,  "  that  inftead  of  S 
*'  blaming  the  condu6l  of  his  excellency 
"  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  then  Governor 
''  of  Virginia,  I  thought  he  had  always 

afted  in  a  manner  that  did  him  infinite  1 

honour,  and  wifhed  that  all  the  reft  of 
**  his  Majefty's  Governors  had  performed 
*^  their  duty  with  equal  fpirit  and  refo- 
"  lution :"  a  Captain  Weedon,  fromj 
Frederickfburg,  the  innkeeper  formerly 
8  men- 
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mentioned,  (now  an  American  General) 
came  down  to  the  river  fide  with  his  com- 
pany, confifting  of  fixty  rifle-men,  to 
feize  upon  me  when  I  came  over,  but  a 
lady,  refiding  on  the  banks,  fent  her 
maid  to  the  fhore  unfufpedted  to  warn  me 
of  the  danger,  who  called  to  me  when 
within  about  three  huncfted  yards  inform- 
ing me  of  their  intentions  and  defiring 
me  to  return  immediately.  As  foon  as 
they  obferved  the  boat  ftand  off  again 
from  the  fhore,  Weedon  and  his  banditti 
ran  down  to  the  river  fide  ordering  me 
to  land  immediately  or  they  would  fire 
upon  me.  Accordingly,  on  my  refufal 
and  difregarding  their  threats,  they  fired 
about  an  hundred  fhot  with  their  rifles  at 
me,  and  having  arms  in  the  boat  I  re- 
turned their  fire  eight  or  ten  times  ;  but 
the  diftance  was  fuch  there  was  no  great 
danger  on  either  fide. 

That  fame  day  on  my  return  home  I 

was  informed  that  three  different  parties 

intended   on  the   morning   following   to 

befet  my  houfe  on  all  fides,  in  order  to 

O  3  prevent 
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prevent  my  efcaping.  About  fun-fet  alfo 
I  difcovered  a  boat  with  eight  or  nine 
armed  men  coming  over  to  my  houfe  ; 
upon  which  I  immediately  went  down  to 
the  river  fide  with  my  fufee,  and  ordered 
them  not  to  land  there,  threatening  that 
I  would  certainly  fire  upon  them  if  they 
attempted  it.  They  perfifting  in  it,  I 
fired  upon  them  three  times  from  under 
cover  of  the  root  of  a  fycamore  tree  blown 
up,  which  they  alfo  returned ;  but  it  pre- 
vented their  landing  at  that  place,  and  they 
ftood  up  the  river  to  Cedar  Point,  about 
two  miles  above.  This  boat  contained  fome 
of  thofe  who  were  to  aflifl:  in  furrounding 
me  next  morning. 

I  was  now  befet  by  them  on  all  fides  ; 
but  effeded  my  efcape  in  the  night,  by 
riding  along  in  the  river  Potomack,  upon 
the  flats  which  extend  in  width  near  half 
a  mile  and  feveral  in  length,  with  the 
water  up  to  the  ikirts  of  the  faddle,  and 
fo  far  in  the  river  that  I  could  not  be  dif- 
covered from  the  lliore  on  that  dark  night; 
thus  I  proceeded  for  near  ten  miles  up  the 

river, 
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river,  and  thereby  avoided  the  centlnels 
and  guards  they  had  placed  at  every 
avenue  leading  to  my  houfe. 

In  the  morning  they  v^ere  in  fuch  rage 
at  miffing  me,  when  they  imagined  they 
had  me  quite  fecure,  that  they  deftroyed 
above  an  hundred  barrels  of  Indian  corn, 
fhot  two  of  my  horfes  in  the  plough,  and 
beat  all  my  people.  It  was  the  more  in- 
convenient and  diftreffing  upon  me  at  this 
time,  as  I  had  fold  five  hundred  bufhels 
of  corn  to  a  Bermudian,  whofe  veflel 
was  then  at  my  landing  receiving  it,  and 
I  was  forced,  having  no  overfeer  that 
year,  to  leave  him  and  my  fervants  and 
negroes  to  do  with  it  juft  as  they  pleafed. 

I  had  at  this  time  a  very  large  crop  of 
wheat,  having  fowed  about  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  befides  an  exceeding 
fine  crop  of  Indian  corn  and  tobacco,  all 
of  which  were  neglected,  by  my  being 
continually  harrafled  and  purfued  by  thefe 
ruffians ;  for  I  was  determined  not  to  be 
taken, 

O  4  At 
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At  this  period  alfo  I  was  declared  ini- 
mical to  the  Americans,  and  on  that  ac- 
count was  reflrided  from  bringing  any 
adion,  or  even  recovering  the  debts  for 
which  I  had  before  this  obtained  judg- 
ments in  court,  and  was  obUged  inftantly 
to  repay  the  money  I  had  formerly  re- 
ceived 'in  part  of  payment  of  the  debts 
that  were  due  to  me  ;  as  any  perfons  that 
pleafed  might  bring  adions  agalnft  me, 
but  I  was  prevented  at  the  fame  time  from 
commencing  fuits  againft  any  one. 

That  morning  I  reached  Pifcataway, 
thirty  miles  diftant,  to  breakfaft,  where 
an  Irilhman  named  Johnfon,  a  deferter 
from  the  fourteenth  regiment  of  foot, 
was  exercifmg  a  company  of  gentlemen 
rebels  all  in  fcarlet.  Here  likeuife  I 
foon  found  myfelf  in  danger,  and  on  that 
account  went  over  to  Alexandria. 

This  fine  town,  formerly  named  Bel- 
haven,  is  fituated  on  the  Virginia  fide  of 
the  Potomack,  upon  the  banks  of  this 
noble  river  which  are  here  remarkably 
high  and  commanding. 

Alexandria 
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Alexandria  is  delightfully  fituated  in  a 
moft  healthy  and  beautiful  fpot,  is  now 
the  firfl:,  and  before  the  deflrudion  of 
Norfolk  was  the  third,  perhaps  the  fecond, 
town  in  Virginia  for  magnitude,  opu- 
lence, trade,   and  elegance. 

There  are  fome  good  buildings  in 
Alexandria,  and  excellent  warehoufes 
and  wharfs.  Befides  a  great  many  fhips 
for  Europe,  the  Weft  Indies,  and  other 
places,  feveral  veflels  failed  from  this 
port  annually  for  New  Orleans  with 
flour,  which,  as  well  as  wheat,  is  the 
ftaple  of  this  part  of  the  country. 

Ships  as  well  as  fmaller  veflels  are  built 
here ;  the  town  is  in  a  moft  flourilhing 
ffatc,  and  it  is  in  reality  a  very  pleafant 
and  agreeable  place. 

It  may  contain  perhaps  four  or  five 
thoufand  inhabitants ;  but,  like  every 
other  town  in  America,  this  has  alfo 
decreafed  fmce  the  general  revolt. 

The  fite  of  Alexandria  is  particularly 
ftrong  and  commanding,  and  better  cal- 
culated 
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ciliated  for  a  place  of  arms  than  any  other 
town  in  Virginia  or  Maryland  ;  being 
capable  of  receiving  additional  ftrength 
from  every  exertion  of  judicious  labour 
and  expence ;  the  ground  on  which  the 
town  is  built  being  confiderably  higher 
than  any  in  the  adjacent  country;  the 
foil  ftiff,  heavy,  and  well  adapted  for 
fortifications ;  the  water  of  the  river, 
which  is  here  near  two  miles  wide,  being 
quite  frefh  and  fweet,  as  it  continues  for 
feventy  miles  below ;  and  the  whole 
country  around  producing  the  fined  wheat, 
flour,  and  provifions.  The  river  is  per- 
fectly commanded  by  the  banks,  which 
are  exceedingly  high;  and  the  water  is 
fo  deep  that  the  largefl:  fhip  of  the  line 
could  lay  her  broadfide  to  the  wharfs. 

This  fituation  is  the  more  uncommon, 
^s  almoft  all  the  towns  in  America  are 
built  on  low  grounds,  at  the  falls  of  the 
rivers,  for  the  convenience  of  waiter- 
carriage  alone,  without  regard  to  ftrength, 
beauty,    or    healthful nefs,   all   of  which 

this 
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this  fine  town  can  boaft  of  in  an  eminent 
degree. 

About  eight  miles  above  Alexandria, 
oppofite  to  George  Town,  are  very- 
valuable  mills ;  and  there  are  likewife 
fevcral  others  very  excellent  in  this 
vicinity,  both  above  and  below. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LXII. 

Alexandria,  The  Place  where  General  Wapington  firji 
began  to  countenance  the  general  Revolt  of  the  Colonies. 
A  Loyalijl  tarred  and  feathered.  Patuxent  River. 
BencdiSl  Town.  Lower  Marlborough.  Upper 
Marlborough,  ^leen  Anne.  London  Town.  An- 
napolis. Severn  River.  A  Hurricane.  Baltimore. 
Patapfco  River.  Elk  Ridge.  Examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee. My  Servant  tarred^  featheredy  and  killed. 
Obliged  tofiyfor  Safety.  Travel  an  hundred  and  ten 
Miles  on  Foot  in  tiuo  Days.  Nottingham.  Exhaufed 
and  overcome  %uith  Fatigue.  In  extreme  Pain.  Taken 
very  ill.  Dangerous  Situations.  Betrayed  by  afalfe 
Friend.  Taken  by  the  Rebels.  Refcued.  Mofl  peri- 
lous Efcape. 

IT  was  at  Alexandria  where  George 
Wallilngton  firfh  ftept  forth  as  the 
public  patron  and  leader  of  fedition  and 
revolt,  having  fubfcribed  fifty  pounds  to 
thefe  purpofes  when  others  fubfcribed 
only  five,  and  having  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  firft  company  of  armed  af- 
fociators  againflBritifh  government,  which 
he  had  clothed  in  his  old  uniform  of  the 
Virginia  regiment  laft  war,  viz.  blue  and 

buffi 
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bufF,  a  drefs  he  has  continued  to  wear 
until  this  time ;  and  being  Hkewlfe  the 
firft  encourager  of  defertion  from  the 
Britifh  army,  by  pubhcly  abetting  and 
advifmg  it,  and  promoting  a  large  fub- 
fcription  to  this  Johnfon  already  m.en- 
tloned,  a  deferter  from  the  fourteenth 
regiment,  for  the  purpofe  of  teaching  the 
inhabitants  tadics  and  military  exer- 
cifes. 

Although  there  were  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen of  loyal  principles  In  this  place 
with  whom  I  was  very  well  acquainted,  yet 
I  could  not  aflbclate  with  them,  nor  could 
we  even  converfe  together  only  with  the 
utmoft  caution  and  privacy,  left  I  fhould 
be  difcovered,  and  we  all  fhould  fall  vic- 
tims to  the  lawlefs  Intemperance  and  bar- 
barity of  an  ignorant  frantic  mob. 

I  foon  found  that  all  my  precautions  to 
remain  here  undifcovered  were  fruitlefs, 
and  the  firft  intimation  I  had  of  this  was 
from  Colonel  George  IVlafon  while  at 
dinner,  who  defired  me  to  take  particular 
ijotice  of  an  unfortunate  loyalift,  tarred 

and 
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and  feathered  by  the  mob,  who  were  that 
inftant  carrying  him  along  as  a  pubHc 
fpedacle,  emphatically  obferving  that  it 
nearly  concerned  me. 

In  the  evening  the  deferter  Johnfon 
(one  of  the  moft  complete  fcoundrels  in 
exiftence,  and  now  a  colonel  in  the  Ame- 
rican army,)  endeavoured  to  caufe  me 
likewife  to  be  tarred  and  feathered,  as  an 
enemy  to  American  licentioufnefs,  but 
the  gentlemen  of  moderation  prevented 
It,  by  protecting  me  for  that  time,  and 
turned  the  fellow  out  of  the  houfe  with 
difgrace. 

I  had  come  up  here  for  quietnefs, 
hopeful  to  be  able  to  remain  unnoticed 
until  the  ftorm  at  home  fhould  fubfide, 
but  finding  myfelf  equally  in  danger 
every  where;  I  gave  up  the  idea  of  meet- 
ing with  an  afylum  in  any  place,  and 
fet  out  again  privately  for  my  own  houfe 
that  fame  night,  refolved  not  to  ftir  from 
thence,  but  to  defend  myfelf  in  it  to  the 
laft  extremity. 

I  for- 
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I  fortunately  pafled  fafe  through  Pif- 
cattaway,  and  Port  Tobacco ;  at  both 
which  places  parties  were  waiting  to 
feize  on  me  as  I  returned,  for  they 
had  notice  from  Alexandria  of  my  being 
there. 

I  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  home  whea 
two  gentlemen,  perfonally  my  warm  and 
fincere  friends,  came  to  me  in  private, 
and  earneflly  entreated  that  I  would  afFe<3: 
to  comply  with  the  meafures  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  and  pretend  to  join  them  if  it  was 
only  in  appearance ;  telling  me  it  was 
nothing  fhort  of  madnefs  for  me  alone  to 
refift,  and  the  confequence  would  be  that 
I  muft  be  facrificed,  and  my  whole  property 
feized  or  deftroyed.  My  anfwer  was, 
'  That  as  I  had  never  countenanced  them 
in  the  fmalleft  degree,  I  would  not  now 
have  the  infamy  upon  me  upon  any  account 
of  joining  them,  although  in  appearance 
only  ;  that  ever  fmce  the  time  I  found 
myfelf  overpowered  I  had  no  longer 
made  any  oppofition  to  them  -,  that  I  con- 
cercted  not  with  them,  and  never  vifited 

them 
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them  nor  their  meetings  ;  but  as  I  did 
not  acknowledge  their  authority,  I  was 
determined  not  to  put  myfelf  in  their 
power,  which  I  would  fooner  part  with 
life  than  fubmit  to  :  and  that  this  was 
my  final  refolution,  from  which  I  would 
never  depart.' 

Upon  this  they  left  me  in  forrow,  fay- 
ing that  pofTibly  they  might  never  fee  me 
more. 

Then  they  went  to  the  prefident,  who 
was  once  my  intimate  friend,  and  in- 
formed him  of  my  determination.  He, 
being  very  fenfible  that  I  would  abide  by 
my  declarations  to  thofe  gentlemen,  con- 
nived at  affording  me  fome  little  refpite ; 
and  for  two  months  I  was  not  fo  openly 
harrafled  ;  but  however  they  endeavoured 
to  diftrefs  and  furprife  me  unprepared. 

For  which  purpofe,  during  harveft, 
they  frequently  inveigled  away  my  ne- 
groes, in  order  to  obtain  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  taking  me  when  I  was 
fearching  after  them.  But  in  this  ftrata- 
gem  they  alfo  failed. 

Indeed 
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indeed  my  prefervation  and  fafety  dur- 
ing all  this  time,  was  chiefly  Owing  to  an 
opinion  they  had  formed  of  my  being 
poflefTed  of  a  defperate  courage  and  rei- 
folution. 

I  had  purchafed  a  large  quantity  61 
Indian  corn,  wheat,  and  flour,  for  which 
1  had  alfo  paid  half  the  purchafe  money, 
and  freighted  a  brigantine,  when  the  pro- 
prietor difpofed  of  her  to  a  purchafer  :  I 
then  found  it  impracticable  to  freight 
any  other  veflel  before  the  time  that  ex- 
portation was  prohibited,  fo  that  I  loft 
the  whole  of  this  by  its  remaining  oil 
my  hands. 

That  year  I  made  on  my  plantation  be- 
tween five  and  fix  thoufand  bufhels  of 
wheat,  which  coil:  me  above  three  hundred 
pounds  in  gold  to  cut  down  and  fecure, 
of  this  I  was  able  to  get  only  one  thoufand 
bufliels  ready  for  market  by  September,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  which  exportation  termi- 
nated, and  {hipped  them  on  board  two 
fmall  veflels  bound  for  Baltimore  ;  one 
of  thefe  veflels  was  lofl  in  a  fl:orm,   and 
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the  other  five  hundred  bufhels  I  was  com- 
pelled to  difpofe  of  for  only  one  fhilling 
and  fix  pence  per  bufhel. 

I  went  up  to  Baltimore  myfelf,  by  the 
way'  of  a  fmall  town  named  Benedict, 
upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Pa- 
tuxent. 

This  is  a  very  pretty  river  about  two 
miles  wide,  and  the  town  is  in  a  beau- 
tiful fituation,  containing  about  fixty 
houfes. 

There  is  no  great  trade  at  Benedict, 
and  what  there  is  confifts  chiefly  of  to- 
bacco, of  what  is  termed  the  bright  fpe- 
cies,  which  is  the  moft  valuable  of  any, 
and  is  produced  upon  light  and  fandy, 
but  rich  foil,  being  peculiar  to  the 
planters  on  the  Patuxent,  whofe  land  is 
generally  of  that  quality. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  are  very 
violent  in  their  difaffeded  principles,  and 
I  certainly  fhould  not  have  approached 
it,  (for  it  was  confiderably  out  of  my 
way),  had  it  not  been  to  recover  a  fer- 
vant  who  had  been  enticed  away  from  mc 

4  to 
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to  that  place,  where  I  found  him,  being 
juft  twenty-four  miles  from  my  houfe. 

After  ordering  my  fervant  home,  I 
proceeded  up  the  fide  of  the  Patuxent  for 
Lower  Marlborough,  a  little  town,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  river,  not  fo  large  as 
Benedid:,  and  fcarcely  worth  notice. 

Here  I  joined  company  with  a  gentle- - 
man  named  Buchannan,  a  confiderablc 
merchant  and  fhip-builder  at  Baltimore, 
and  travelled  with  him  through  Pigpoint, 
and  another  town  named  Upper  Marl- 
borough, fomething  larger  than  the  for- 
mer, upon  this  fiver  alfo,  but  of  very 
little  confequence  ;  from  thence  we  paffed 
through  a  ftill  more  infignificant  town, 
named  Queen  Anne  ;  and  croffing  South 
River  at  another  little  town  called  New 
London,  we  arrived  at  night  at  Anna- 
polis, from  which  the  laft  place  is  only 
four  miles  diftant. 

The  whole  day  v/as  ftormy,   wet,  and 

difagreeable,  but  at  night  there  was  the 

moft  dreadful  hurricane  ever  remembered 

to  have  happened  in  this  part  of  America. 

P  2  The 
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The  fhocking  accidents,  and  ftrange  ef- 
feds,  occafioned  by  this  rnoft  violent  guft,  • 
or  tornado,  it  would  be  endlefs  to  enume- 
rate ;  I  fhall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the 
province  houfe  of  Maryland,  an  elegant 
public  building,  jufl  finifhed  and  covered 
with  copper,  had  the  whole  roof  laid 
bare,  the  flaeets  of  copper  being  rolled  up 
like  fcrolls  of  parchment. 

We  left  Annapolis  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  found  the  roads  rendered  almoft 
impaflable  by  this  dreadful  ftorm. 

We  dined  at  a  pretty  town  named  Elk- 
ridge,  fituated  at  the  falls  of  the  fouthern 
branch  of  the  Patapfco  River,  which  we 
croiTed,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore. 

This  route  is  by  no  means  the  neareft, 
or  diredt  road  to  Baltimore ;  but  Mr. 
Biichannan  having  bufmefs  at  thefe  places, 
I  went  with  him  for  the  fake  of  com- 
pany. 

The  town  of  Baltimore  is  built  on  a 
declivity  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  oa 
the  north  fide  of  a  large  bafon,  or  rather 
bay,  the   water  whereof  is  not  deep  e- 

nougl^ 
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nough  for  veflels  of  any  confiderable 
burden. 

The  harbour  of  Baltimore  is  named 
Fell's  Point,  about  two  miles  from  the 
town  itfelf,  although  the  houfes  are  now 
continued  almoft  all  the  way.  Here  is 
water  fufEcient  for  the  largeft  ftiips  to 
lay  their  broadfides  to  the  wharfs. 

Almoft  immediately  after  my  arrival  in 
Baltimore  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
feized  with  a  violent  dyfentery  and  was 
extremely  ill. 

But  in  the  mean  time  the  committee 
deputed  three  of  their  members,  named 
Tolly,  Colquhoon,  and  Levi  a  Jew,  to 
infped  my  papers,  letters,  and  baggage  ; 
and  it  required  no  fmall  {hare  of  addrefs 
and  precaution  to  get  clear. 

Next  day  the  mob  tarred  and  feathered 
my  fervant,  and  treated  him  with  fuch 
barbarity  that  his  death  enfued  in  con- 
fequence, 

I  was  incenfed  in  the  higheft  degree  at 

this   fhocking  inftance  of  brutality,  and 

having  applied  to  a  very  worthy  refpedl- 

P  3  abk 
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able  maglftrate,  viz.  Dodor  Stephen- 
fon,  fenior,  I  obtained  warrants,  and  by 
a  bold  and  vigorous  exertion  of  refolu- 
tion  feized  on  the  ringleaders  and  fecurely 
lodged  them  in  the  common  prifon. 

However  they  were  releafed  by  the 
mob  on  the  day  following,  and  I  was  ob-» 
liged  to  fecrete  myfelf  notwithflanding 
my  debilitated  and  wretched  ftate  of 
health ;  for  1  only  held  the  dyfentery 
under  by  taking  great  quantities  of  lau- 
danum every  half  hour,  which  alone 
enabled  me  to  keep  out  of  bed. 

In  this  dangerous  and  moft  diftreffed 
condition,  a  worthy  friend,  Jonathan 
Plowman,  Efq.  privately  afforded  me 
every  comfort  and  affiftance,  although  at 
the  greateft  rifque  to  himfelf  had  it  been 
difcovered. 

To  enable  me  to  efcape  with  fafety  I 
concluded  to  leave  mv  horfes  at  the  inn, 
and  engaged  a  vefTel  to  carry  me  round 
by  water  to  my  own  houfe. 

After  I  went  on  board,  and  the  vefTel 
was  about  two  miles  out  from  the  fhore, 

(he 
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fhe  was  quite  becalmed  and  could  not 
proceed ;  in  this  ftate  we  remained  for 
twenty-four  hours ;  the  whole  time  in 
fight  of  the  town,  every  boat  from  which 
alarmed  me  extremely,  apprehenfive  that 
they  might  have  received  information  of 
my  being  in  the  veffel,  and  were  fending 
to  feize  upon  me. 

This  ftate  of  anxious  fufpenfe  and 
alarm  I  refolved  to  abandon,  and  after 
paying  the  mafter  of  the  veflel  his 
full  freight,  ordered  him  to  land  me 
early  next  morning  juft  above  the  tow^n  ; 
and  i  fet  out  on  foot  for  my  own  houfe, 
in  as  painful  and  weak  a  ftate  as  ever  a 
man  was  that  attempted  to  walk  any 
diftance,  being  reduced  almoft  to  the 
verge  of  death  by  this  violent  dyfentery 
which  continually  afflided  me. 

The  diflance  I  had  to  march  was  an 
hundred  and  ten  miles,  and  the  weather 
was  extremely  hot  and  fultry  j  but  what 
will  not  a  man  undertake  when  life  is  in 
dan'ger  ? 

P  4  I  fet 
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I  fet  out  with  a  fpirit  and  refolution 
very  uncommon  to  a  perfon  in  my  en- 
feebled and  fickly  condition  ;  however  it 
was  this  fpirit  and  refolution  alone  that 
fupported  iiie,  my  ftrength  of  body  be- 
ing quite  exhaufied. 

In  this  journey  I  rele<fled  the  mod  pri- 
vate and  retired  ways,  croffing  the  Pa- 
tuxeot  juft  by  Nottingham,  a  fmall  and 
very  pleafant  town  vipon  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  Patuxent  river,  eight  or  ten  miles 
below  Pig  Point. 

Here  I  relied  for  half  an  hour,  and  re- 
frefhed  myfelf  with  a  little  wiiie  and 
water,  having  taken  no  kind  of  nourifh- 
ment  before  a!l  the  day  ;  at  night  I  flept 
at  a  houfe  in  the  foreft  of  Patuxent,  hav- 
ing travelled  this  day  fifty-five  miles ; 
but  I  w^as  fo  extremely  fatigued  and  over- 
come with  this  extraordinary  exertion, 
that  the  violent  pains  through  all  my 
limbs,  occafioned  thereby,  prevented  me 
from  getting  but  a  very  fmall  fhare  of 
repofe, 

I  arofe 
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I  arofe  in  the  morning  ftifF,  fore,  and 
very  little  refrefhed,  and  purfued  my 
journey;  dined  at  Allan's  Frefh,  and 
reached  my  own  houfe  in  the  afternoon  ; 
having  travelled  this  day  alfo  fifty-five 
miles. 

But  I  was  taken  fo  very  ill,  in  an  hour 
or  two  after  my  arrival,  and  was  feized 
with  fuch  extreme  pains  in  all  my  limbs, 
that  the  excruciating  torture  occafioned 
by  this  too  arduous  effort,  could  not  be 
endured :  and  I  was  obliged  to  be  put  in 
a  hot  bath,  and  all  my  limbs  conftantly 
rubbed,  that  night,  for  three  hours,  be- 
fore I  obtained  the  leail  reft,  or  relaxa- 
tion from  pain. 

My  healtti  and  conftitution  received  a 
ihoek  froTTi  this  w^hich  it  never  afterwards 
recovei  vl ;  and  on  the  fecond  day  after 
my  return,  I  was  again  feized  with  the 
mofi:  extreme  pains,  throughout  my  whole 
body,  which  nothing  could  remove  nor 
allay,  but  copious  bleeding  and  large 
dofes  of  laudanum.  This  I  was  conftantly 

obliged 
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obliged  to  make  ufe  of,  and  repeat  every 
two  or  three  days,  as  the  pains  returned 
as  often. 

Having  concluded  to  leave  this  part  of 
America  in  0(5lober,  and  to  remove  to  the 
MiiTiffippi  by  land,  on  accouut  of  thefe 
troubles  -,  and  this  being  reported  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  they,  apprehenfive  that 
I  would  prompt  the  Indian  nations, 
through  which  I  muft  neceffarily  pafs,  to 
make  war  upon  and  do  the  Congrefs  every 
ill  office,  fent  orders  for  me  not  to  leave 
the  province. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  Baltimore, 
one  of  my  people,  fome  of  whom  L  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  keeping  as  fentries 
day  and  night  about  a  mile  from  my 
houfe,  came  running  with  information, 
that  forty  armed  men  were  advancing 
to  feize  upon  me,  I  defired  him  to  go  back, 
and  acquaint  them  from  me,  that  I  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  come  near  the  houfe, 
for  if  they  attempted  it  I  would  certainly 
fire  upon  them,   let  the  confequence  be 

what 
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what  it  would.  Their  principal  officer  then 
fent  me  word  that  he  and  fix  men  only 
would  come  up  ;  requeftlng  me  not  to  fire, 
as  he  was  far  from  wlftilng  to  hurt  me, 
being  only  in  execution  of  his  orders. 

I  had  three  firelocks,  three  pair  of  pif- 
tols,  all  loaded,  plenty  of  cartridges  on 
the  table,  and  two  trufty  fervants.  I  flood 
in  the  ^^or,  and  when  they  came  within 
fixty  yards  called  to  them  to  flop,  de- 
claring if  they  advanced  ten  fleps  farther  I 
would  certainly  fire  upon  them  ;  the  officer 
upon  this  ordered  his  men  to  halt,  and  as 
I  confented  for  him  to  come  up  himfelf, 
he  advanced  alone. 

He  alfo  was  formerly  a  particular  friend 
of  mine,  and  now  made  ufe  of  every  argu- 
ment and  perfuafion  to  induce  me  to  join 
them,  informing  me,  that  it  was  judged 
extremely  improper  to  fuffer  fuch  a  public 
example  of  attachment  to  Great  Britain 
as  myfelf  to  be  at  lar^e,  either  in  the  coun- 
ty or  province  ;  and  that  his  orders  were 
to  bring  m.e,  by  force,  before  the  Council 
.  of  Safety.  But  finding  me  fully  deter- 
mined 
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nime<l  to  lofe  my  life  rather  than  be  taken, 
he  faid  that  my  blood  fhould  not  lie 
upon  his  head,  fome  other  perfon  muft  ex- 
ecute their  orders,  and  went  away. 

After  this,  being  obliged  to  go  into  St. 
Mary's  County,  1  fell  into  a  fnare  laid  for 
me,  by  fhewing  my  arms  to  a  perfon  in 
whom  I  conBded  as  a  friend.  Immedi- 
ately he  and  twelve  others  fell  u-^  on  me 
naked  and  defencelefs,  run  me  through 
the  thigh  with  a  fword,  made  me  prifoner, 
and  carried  me  thirty-fix  miles. 

As  we  went  along  I  met  a  Scots  gentle- 
man, Mr.  M'Pherfon,  and  feveral  other 
loyalifts,  by  whofe  alTiftance  I  recovered 
my  hberty,  my  horfe,  and  my  arms;  and 
parting  from  them  returned  home  next 
night  with  inconceivable  pain  and  diffi- 
culty. 

On  my  way,  being  alone,  two  violent  re- 
bels laid  in  ambufhto  feize  on  me,  thinking 
me  quite  difabled  and  my  piftols  empty, 
but  finding  that  I  had  got  them  loaded 
again,  they  rode  off  with  precipitation. 

Before 
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Before  I  was  taken  I  had/ought  agalnil 
them  all  until  I  was  dangeroufly  wounded, 
and  fcarcely  able  to  ftand  with  lofs  of 
blood ;  and  in  returning  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  paffing  through  two  places 
where  two  Captains  and  their  companies 
laid  in  wait  for  me,  but  by  travelling  in  a 
very  dark  flormy  night,  through  bye- 
ways,  among  feveral  dangerous  precipices, 
and  deep  ravines,  in  fome  of  which  my 
horfe  fell  with  me  feveral  times  {\il  or  eight 
feet  perpendicular,  with  many  wounds 
and  contufions  !  efcaped  thefe  ambufcades, 
and  reached  home,  but  in  a  condition  fo 
wretched  and  miferable,  that  I  had  almoft 
died,  not  being  able  to  leave  my  bed,  and 
being  in  a  continued  agony  of  excruciating 
pain,  during  feveral  weeks  afterwards. 

In  that  time  a  party  came  to  take  me 
away,  but  1  was  fo  very  ill  that  they  could 
notremove  me,  being  covered  with  wounds, 
befides  that  through  my  thigh  which  was 
extremely  dangerous,  unable  to  ftir,  and. 
alfo  being  quite  delirious  with  a  raging 
fever,  which  then  proved  my  prefervation. 

2.  Before 
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Before  I  was  half  recovered  from  this 
illnefs,  and  before  my  wound  was  near 
healed,  a  gentleman  came  to  inform  me, 
that  a  captain  with  forty  men  intended 
to  carry  me  to  the  Council  of  Safety  as 
foon  as  I  was  able  to  be  removed  j  and 
that  their  determination  was  to  make  ufc 
of  force  againft  me  if  they  found  it  ne- 
ceuary. 

On  the  night  following,  they  carried 
away  two  of  my  fervants  for  drummers, 
and  hearing  of  them  I  went  fifty  miles 
after  them  in  great  pain,  found  them  in 
a  mufter-field,  and  was  bringing  them 
home,  when  ten  rebels,  rufhing  fuddenly 
upon  me,  deprived  me  of  my  arms,  both 
fervants,  befides  the  fervant  that  attended 
me,  and  two  very  fine  Englifh  mares  ; 
and  detained  me  until  midnight,  when  I 
effeded  my  efcape,  and  with  difficulty 
reached  home. 

Some  nights  afterwards  they  inveigled 
three  more  of  my  negroes  from  me  ;  pur- 
suing them  next  day,  I  found  them,  and 

was 
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was  bringing  them  back,  when  I  difco- 
vered  thirty  of  the  rebels  after  me,  fo  was 
obb'ged  to  abandon  my  negroes  to  pre- 
ferve  my  own  liberty. 

In  fhort  I  found  that  if  I  ftald  among 
them  much  longer,  it  would  be  impofTible 
to  avoid  falling  into  their  hands. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LXIIL 

Set  out  for  the  MiJfiJJipp'i .  In  a  mifernhk  State  of  Health. 
Port  Royal.  Characfer  of  the  Inhabitafits.  Anecdote 
ofa7i  iinfortunnte  young  Gentleman.  Arrive  at  Bland- 
ford.  Royal  Standard  erected  at  Norfolk.  Repair  id 
it.  Seized  upon  at  Surry  Court  Houfe.  Efcape. 
Sleepy  Hole  on  Nanjemond  River.  Arrive  at  Portf 
mouth.  Wait  on  the  Earl  of  Dunmore.  Informed 
'againfl  as  a  Spy,  Leave  Portf mouth.  Siiffolh.  Over* 
take  my  People^  ^c.  at  Mahcrren.  Taken  Prifoner, 
Efcape.  Set  out  again  for  Norfolk.  Country  alarmed. 
Take  Refuge  in  the  Great  Difmal  Swamp.  A  defcrip- 
tion  of  it.  Dreadfd  Coffagraiion.  Ajlotiifljing  Diffi- 
cult eis.  Arrive  again  ai  Port  [mouth.  Suf peeled  again 
for  a  Spy.  Servant  carried  on  Board  the  Governor's 
Ship  hy  a  Guard.    Seri  ant  examined  and  acquitted, 

I  Had  made  every  preparation  for  my 
departure  to  the  Mlffiffippi,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  edidl  agalnit  it,  had  written, 
and  fent  all  my  letters  privately  to  Great 
Britain,  defiring  my  friends  and  corre- 
fpondents  there  to  tranfmit  their  letters  no 
more  by  the  packet  nor  through  thofe  re- 
volted 
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Vblted  colonies  left  thjjy  fhould  fall  intof 
the  hands  of  the  Rebels,  but  to  fend  them, 
immediately  to  the  MlflifTippi  or  Penfa- 
cola.  And  oh  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of 
October,  in  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and 
feventy-five,  being  informed  that  a  great 
force  was  coming  next  morning  determined 
to  feize  upon  me,  I  privately  crofTed  the  Poto- 
mack  in  boats  that  I  had  fecretly  engaged 
for  that  purpofe  for  fome  time  before. 

I  carried  along  with  me  five  fervants 
Well  armed,  befides  a  very  confiderabld 
property  ;  and  notwithftanding  this  hazar- 
dous enterprize  was  ftill  very  fick,  weak 
and  emaciated,  being  by  no  means  per- 
fedly  recovered  of  my  wounds. 

I  travelled  over  the  Northern  Neck  of 
Virginia,  crofFed  the  Rappahannock  at  Port 
Royal,  where  I  arrived  to  breakfaft,  and 
having  great  need  of  reft  and  refreftiment 
ilaid  to  dine  there  alfo. 

Port  Royal  is  a  very  pretty  little  town, 
Dn  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Rappahannock 
which  is  here  about  feven  hundred  yards 
wide.  It  may  contain  eighty  or  perhaps  an 
hundred  houfesj  all  of  which  are   very 

Vol.  !!♦  Q  plea- 
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pleafantly   fituated ;  but  it  has   no  great 
{hare  of  trade,  and  the  inhabitants  are  re- 
markable for  farUnefs    and  difagreements 
among  themfelves,   which    gave   occafion 
to  a  merry  facetious  wag  making  the  fol- 
lowing obfervation,    *  That  he  verily  be- 
lieved,  that  if  only  one  perfon  lived  in 
Port  Royal,  he  would  quarrel  with  himfelf.* 
A  remarkable  and  affe<5ling  event  happen- 
ed in  this  town,  fmgular  indeed  in  America. 
A  young  gentleman  became  fo  loft  in  love 
with  a  very  young  lady,  that  underftanding 
fhe  was  willing  to  marry  another  perfon  in 
compliance   with  the  commands  of  her 
mother,    although    he    was  fenfible   the 
young  lady  gave  the  preference  to  him- 
felf,  he  with  the  greateft   deliberation  fe- 
crecy  and   refolution   fwallowed    fuch   a 
quantity  of  opium  that  it  ended  his  days ; 
and  on  the  fame  night  that  he  took  the 
fatal  drug  he  died  in  great  agonies. 

I  travelled  about  fifteen  miles  beyond 
Port  Royal  that  evening,  and  next  day 
was  taken  fo  extremely  ill  as  to  be  unable 
to  proceed.  But  my  ufual  remedy,  of 
being  copioufly  blooded  and  taking  large 

dofes 
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dofes  of  laudanum,  enabled  nie  again  to 
purfue  my  journey,  after  being  detained 
here  for  a  whole  day. 

My  ftate  of  health  was  fo  bad  that  this 
was  my  painful  and  unfortunate  condi- 
tion, thus  repeated  every  other  day,  until 
I  arrived  at  Blandford,  upon  the  river  Ap- 
pamattox  in  Virginia* 

At  this  time   the  Royal  Standard   being 
ereded  at  Norfolk  by  the  Earl  of  Dun- 
more,  his  Majefty's  Governor,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  repair  thither,  which  was 
about  an  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  miles 
diftant,   not  only  to  make  a  tender  of  my 
weak  fervices,  but  having  heard  his  Lord- 
fhip's  life  frequently  threatened  as  I  came 
along,    and  feveral  plans  laid  to  murder 
him  privately,  I  was  really  concerned  for 
his  fafety,  and  apprehenfive  that  he  might 
fall  a  vidtim  by  thefe  ruffians  and  aflaffins, 
and  for  that  reafon  went  likewife  to  ac- 
quaint him  of  the  danger. 

Accordingly  I  fent  my  fervants,  horfes, 

and  baggage  on  before  towards  Carolina, 

and  fet  out  alone  for  Norfolk.     It  hap- 

Q^  2  pened, 
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pened,  that  on  that  very  day  a  rebel  edi£t 
was  publifhed,  ordering  every  perfon,  tra- 
velling towards  Norfolk,  to  be  flopped, 
and  carried  to  the  rebel  commander  Patrick 
Henry,  at  Williamfburg. 

At  Surrey  court-houfe  I  was  feized  on 
by  a  very  dirty  crew,  who  propofed  car- 
rying me  prifoner  to  Williamfburg  ;  biit 
plying  them  well  with  punch,  I  fuddenly 
Hepped  afide,  mounted  my  horfe,  and  left 
them  in  full  fpeed,  whilft  eight  or  ten  of 
them  were  firing  after  me. 

Twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  thence  I 
fell  in  company  with  a  rebel  pay-mafter, 
and  a  commilTary,  named  Wells  Cooper 
who  lived  in  Suffolk,  and  Solomon  Shep- 
herd, whofe  houfe  is  beyond  Sleepy  Hole 
on  Nanfemond  River.  Thefe  gentlemen  I 
completely   deceived,     and   in  company 
with  them  pafTed  fafe,  though  not  unmo- 
lefled,  through  that  infernal  place  Smith- 
field, as  well  as  feveral  places  befides,  where 
the  inhabitants  were  very  violent,  other- 
wife  I  could  not  poffibly  have  got  down; 
for  every  half  dozen  fellows  we    met, 
o  wanted 
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wanted  me  to  give  an  account  of  myfelf, 
and  propofed  to  carry  me  to  Henry  at 
Williamfburg ;  but  thefe  gentlemen  always 
prevented  them. 

Mr.  Shepherd,  who  was  really  very 
kind  to  me,  accompanied  me  fartheft  on 
my  journey,  his  houfe  being  within 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  of  Portfmouth. 

As  foon  as  I  arrived  at  Norfolk,  or  ra- 
ther Portfmouth,  for  it  was  there  I  ftaid,  I 
waited  upon  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of 
Dun  more,  on  board  an  armed  ihip  named 
the  William,  where  I  likewife  converfed  for 
a  confiderable  time  with  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Connolly.  I  then  acquainted  his  Lord- 
fhip  with  my  defigns,  and  he  obferved 
that  I  would  certainly  find  it  impoflible  to 
pafs  along  through  the  country,  in  its  pre- 
fent  diftraded  flate,  to  the  Miffiflippi.  I 
alfo  mentioned  to  his  Lordfhip  my  ap- 
prehenfions  of  his  perfonal  danger,  but  he 
feemed  to  pay  little  regard  to  his  own 
fafety. 

I  did  not  flay  above  an  hour  on  board 

the  William,  and  informed  no  perfon  at 

Q_3  all 
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all  of  any  thing,  but  his  Lordfhiphimfelf, 
on  account  of  the  hazard  and  danger  1  had 
to  encounter  in  returning  through  the 
country  in  order  to  overtake  my  fervants 
and  proceed  on  my  jourriey. 

My  filence  was  fufpeded,  and  my  being 
a  perfect  ftranger  induced  two  meddling 
worthlefs  fellows  to  go  on  board  the  Go- 
vernor's fliip  in  the  night  to  inform  him 
that  I  was  certainly  a  fpy  from  the  rebels^ 
to  which  piece  of  intelligence  his  Lordfhip 
however  paid  no  regard. 

In  the  morning  I  waited  again  on  his 
Excellency  to  take  my  leave,  and  fet  out 
from  Portfmouth  with  a  heavy  dejedion 
on  my  fpirits  at  the  dlfagreeable  refle(flion 
of  the  danger  of  returning  and  perhaps 
falling  into  the  power  of  a  fet  of  the  veryeft 
"wretches,  and  moll  infamous  ruffians  in 
exiflence.  I  was  alfo  in  pain  for  his 
Lordfhip's  perfonal  fafety,  on  account  of 
"his  eafmefs  of  accefs. 

That  night  I  lodged  at  Suffolk,  and  on 

the  day  following  two  men  were  fent  from 

thenee  feven  miles  after  me  to  bring  me 

2  back 
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back  to  the  Committee  there  :  but  by  pre- 
fenting  a  piftol  at  thefe  fellows  I  quickly 
fent  them  away  prodigioufly  frightened. 

With  great  difficulty  I  proceeded  as  far 
as  Edward's  Tavern,  on  Maherren  River, 
in  the  county  of  Brunfwick,  where  I  over- 
took my  fervants,  &c.  but  was  fuddenly 
furprifed  and  feized  on  by  a  ftrong  party 
of  rebels,  in  confequence  of  one  of  my 
fervants  (an  IriOi  fellow)  having  given  in- 
formation that  I  had  been  at  Norfolk 
with  the  Earl  of  Dunmore. 

Llewellin,  Hopwell,  and  Stanton,  the 
ruffians  who  commanded,  treated  me  w^ith 
illiberal  infult  and  barbarity,  plundering 
me  of  my  horfes,  flaves,  baggage,  arms, 
and  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  piftoles 
in  gold,  befides  a  large  quantity  of  filver 
in  dollars ;  my  Irifh  fervant  left  me,  and 
enlifted  with  them,  but  another,  a  Scotf- 
man,  remained  faithful  to  the  laft. 

Moft  fortunately  for  me  two  Scots  gen- 
tlemen coming  that  way  called,  and  in  the 
night,    by   their   very  kind   affiftance,   I 
effected  my  efcape  from  this  party,  with 
0^4  my 
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my  Scots  fervant,  three  of  my  horfes,  and 
-a  confiderable  value  befides. 

Thefe  two  worthy  friends  met  me  that 
fame  night  eighteen  miles  from  thence  in 
North  Carolina,  and  direded  me  the  way 
to  proceed  to  Norfolk. 

Searching  amongfl  the  baggage  which 
my  fervant  had  recovered  I  found  arms 
and  ammunition,  which  I  now  confidere4 
as  one  of  the  moft  eflimable  acquifitions. 

My  former  journey  and  intentions  be- 
ing now  entirely  fruftratedj  I  fet  out  for 
Norfolk  again  next  morning,  with  a  very 
heavy  and  dejected  heart,  and  in  a  condi- 
tion fo  Tick  and  feeble,  and  in  fo  bad  a  ftate 
of  health  with  the  excruciating  pains  to 
which  I  was  fo  fubjedt,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
be  blooded  and  lay  by  every  fecond  day 
for  fome  time. 

For  fecrecy,  and  to  avoid  purfuit,  I  tra-^ 
veiled  on  the  North  Carolina  fide  of  the 
boundary  line,  the  inhabitants  on  that  fide 
not  being  very  violent,  and  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  and  fatigue  proceeded  on 

^intij 
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until  I  arrived  within  fifty  or  fixty  miles 
of  Norfolk. 

Being  quite  exhaufted  with  hunger  and 
hardfhips,  I  was  thereby  conftrained  to 
call  at  the  houfe  of  one  Copland  a  Quaker 
for  fome  refrelhment,  and  to  prevent  fuf- 
picion  I  caufed  my  fervant  to  fit  down  at 
table  along  with  me. 

I  did  not  tarry  here  an  hour  ;  and  when 
I  had  travelled  about  nine  miles  farther 
my  horfes  tired,  and  I  remained  that  night 
and  the  day  following  at  the  houfe  of  a 
warm  planter  named  John  Harris,  a  very 
old  man  and  a  good  friend  of  govern- 
ment. 

On  the  fecond  night  I  was  alarmed  by 
a  Negro,  and  foon  afterwards  by  a  white 
man  a  relation  of  Mr.  Harris,  who  in^ 
formed  me  that  friend  Copland's  wife 
liead  had  imagined  that  I  was  Governor 
Martin,  of  North  Carolina,  travelling  in 
difguife  to  Lord  Dunmore  at  Norfolk : 
that  this  booby  had  raifed  the  alarm- 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  it  three  companies  of  militia 

werft 
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were  in  purfuitofme ;  that  they  had  pro- 
ceeded m  feaixh  of  me  as  far  as  Suffolk, 
and  were  now  returning  beating  up  the 
•whole  country  as  they  paffed  ;  and  that 
underftanding  I  was  weii  armed,  they  in- 
tended to  fhoct  me  down  on  fight* 

Finding  by  means  of  feveral  other 
friends  to  government  that  this  intelli- 
gence was  well  founded,  I  gave  the  Negro 
two  dollars  to  carry  me  immediately  into 
a  private  place  in  the  Great  Dijmal  Swamp, 
where  I  lay  hid  during  the  day,  and  tra- 
velled every  night. 

This  Great  Difmal  is  the  principal  of 
all  thofe  dreadful  places,  called  fwamps, 
only  to  be  met  with  in  America,  for  there 
is  nothing  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  all 
Europe,  Afja,  or  Africa. 

It  is  in  form  of  a  vaft  oval,  thirty  miles 
in  breadth,  and  fifty  in  length,  with  a 
lake,  nearly  in  the  center,  feven  miles  di- 
ameter^ abounding  with  fifli. 

From  this  lake  there  is   no   outlet   or 
running  water   to   any   other  place ;   nor 
can  there  be  faid  to  be  any  defcent  through- 
out 
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out  all  this  immenfe  fwamp,  excepting  a 
little  without  its  outer  circumference  ;  all 
within  being  in  a  manner  entirely  co- 
vered with  water  out  of  which  innume- 
rable quantities  of  large  ftraight  and  lofty 
cyprefs-trees  are  growing  in  almoft  im- 
penetrable clofenefs  to  each  other  through- 
out the  whole  extent ;  betwixt  thefe  trees 
infinite  numbers  of  that  ftrange  produdion 
cyprefs  knees  arife  above  the  water  from 
three  to  fifteen  Inches,  almoft  as  clofe  as 
they  can  ftand  together. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  truly  dif" 
mal  place,  there  is  fcarcely  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  any  kind  of  foil ;  for  even  where 
there  is  no  water  nothing  can  be  difcovered 
but  cyprefs  knees,  clofely  intermixed  with 
a  matted  body  of  ftrong  fibrous  roots 
vines  and  vegetative  productions  every 
where,  in  a  dark  and  dreary  fha^e  altoge- 
ther impervious  to  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
The  trees,  &c.  growing  fo  clofe  thick  and 
lofty,  that  one  perfon  will  lofe  anothet; 
therein,  at  ten  yards  diftarice  ;  and  after- 
wards if  they  wander  a  few  hundred  yards 

afiinder. 
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afunder,  no  noife,  clamour,  or  hallooing, 
from  either  of  them,  can  be  heard  by  the 
other  ;  for  the  woods  are  fo  clofe  as  to  pre- 
vent the  vibration  of  the  air  for  any  diftance 
through  them  ;  even  the  report  of  fire- 
arms is  fmothered. 

The  only  way  of  hearing  any  found, 
for  the  leafl:  diftance,  is  by  laying  one's 
ear  clofe  to  the  ground,  by  which  means 
one  can  hear  fix  times  as  far  as  any  othei; 
way. 

There  is  a  kind  of  ridges,  running 
throughout  this  fwamp,  from  fifty  yards 
to  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  upwards  over, 
and  one,  two,  four,  and  fometimes  fix 
Biiles  afunder. 

Thefe  ridges  are  without  water,  al- 
though no  earth  or  foil  can  be  feen,  but 
&11  between  them  is  covered  ivith  water 
from  two  to  five  and  fix  feet  deep. 

On  thefe  ridges  are  aftonifhing  numbers 
of  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  wil4  cats,  op- 
poffums,  racoons,  fnakes,  fome  deer,  and 
every  kind  of  wild  beafls  j  between  them 

are 
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are  vaft  numbers  of  otters,  mufk  rats,  bea- 
vers, and  all  kinds  of  amphibious  animals. 
In  very   dry  fummers   fome   of  thefe 
ridges  have  been  accidentally  fet  on  fire, 
and  caufed   moft  dreadful  conflagrations, 
the  flames    confuming  all   before  them, 
burning  into  the  earth  for  a  vaft  depth, 
and    over-fpreading   the  whole    country 
around  with  thick  fmoke. 

Thefe  places  are  foon  after  wards  filled 
with  water,  and  become  fmall  lakes. 

There  was  one  fire  in  the  Great  Difmal 
particularly  horrid  and  tremendous.  It 
happened  on  an  extraordinary  dry  fum- 
iner,  and  burnt  with  irrefiftible  fury  foi' 
many  weeks,  fpreading  terror  and  de-» 
ftrudion  around. 

The  wild  beafts  were  io  frightened, 
that  prodigious  numbers  of  them  of  all 
kinds  forfook  the  fwamp,  overrunning 
the  plantations  for  many  miles  diftance, 
and  the  whole  country  was  perpetually 
enveloped  in  thick  fmoke,  during  many 

weeks,   for  ninety  miles  around. 

The 
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The  effeds  of  this  horrible  conflagra^ 
tion  formed  a  lake,  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  above  three  miles  long,  from 
four  to  eight,  ten,  and  even  twelve  feet 
deep. 

It  is  imagined  that  the  great  lake  In 
the  center  was  formed  by  fome  former 
dreadful  conflagration  far  beyond  human 
memory ;  as  burnt  wood  is  frequently 
found  in  the  bottom  of  it,  even  near  the 
middle,  and  in  the  deepeft  places  through- 
out. 

This  fwamp  belongs  to  a  company  of 
proprietors,  who  have  begun  to  render 
it  of  advantage  and  profit  to  them.  They 
commenced  with  getting  lumber,  cyprefs 
ihingles,  and  boards,  and  with  incredible 
labour  they  have  now  formed  feveral 
plantations  therein,  which  produce  im- 
menfe  crops  of  Indian  corn. 

They  have  alfo  cut  a  navigable  canal, 
nine  miles  in  length,  from  the  great  lake, 
for  the  conveyance  of  their  lumber  and 
produce,  as  near  to  the  edge  of  the  great 

fwamp 
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fwamp  as  poffible,  and  they  have  formed 
a  caufeway  of  limber,  as  a  road  through 
it,    from  the  end  of  the  canal. 

The  land  all  around  it  is  fomewhat 
higher  than  it  is  within  it,  and  is  flat, 
fandy,  wet,   and  barren. 

This  is  a  fafe  harbour  and  place  of 
perfect  fecurity  for  all  kinds  of  wild 
beafts,  as  well  as  uray  horfes,  cattle,  hogs, 
and  runaway  Negroes  many  of  whom 
.live  here  to  be  old  without  the  leaft  dan- 
ger of  being  difcovered. 

This  place  is  alfo  called  \.\\QGreatDeferf^ 
on  account  of  its  being  deftitute  of  human 
inhabitants,  and  being  the  general  afylum 
for  every  thing  that  flies  from  mankind 
and  fociety. 

On  the  fecond  night  after  the  above 
mentioned  alarm  I  had  three  rebel  guards 
to  pafs,  who  were  polled,  to  prevent  any 
communication  with  Norfolk,  at  pafl'es 
through  which  every  perfon  that  went 
towards  that  place  were  obliged  to  go. 

The  firfl,  at  Meads  Mill  near  Suff'olk, 
I  avoided,  by  fwimming  the  creek  below. 

The 
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The  fecond,  juft  byNanfemondChufehi 
I  pafled  without  the  leaft  noife,  and  for- 
tunately unnoticed,  although  I  heard  the 
centinels  challenge  in  half  a  minute  after 
I  had  pafled  them. 

And  the  third  guard,  at  Smith's  Tavern^ 
I  alfo  got  pafl:  by  moving  on  flowly  in 
perfed  filence  ;  and  afterwards  by  pulhing 
brifkly  forward  arrived  at  Portfmouth  be- 
fore day-break ;  with  a  heart  and  fpirits 
now  light  and  chearful,  although  almoft 
exhaufted  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  Hap- 
py however,  beyond  expreflion,  to  be  out 
of  the  power  of  the  rebel  banditti,  al-^ 
though  at  the  expence  of  the  grcateft 
part  of  all  1  had  in  the  world. 

On  the  day  following,  being  exceflivel^f 
fatigued,  I  did  not  immediately  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  in- 
tending to  perform  that  duty  as  foon  as  I 
was  a  little  refrefhed. 

But  that  fame  afternoon  Captain  Squire, 
of  his  Majefty's  floop  Otter,  threatened 
to  carry  me  as  a  prifoner  on  board  his 
iliip,  as  a  fpy  from  the   rebels,  partly 

upon. 
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upon  the  former  ridiculous  fufpicions 
againft  me  when  I  was  here  before,  but 
chiefly  becaufe  I  did  not  wait  on  him  im- 
mediately upon  my  arrival.  And  at  the 
fame  time  a  guard  was  fent  by  the  go- 
vernor to  bring  me  and  my  fervant  before 
him,  on  another  information  of  the  fame 
kind  againft  me,  by  a  certain  fellow  from 
mere  pique  and  malevolence,  becaufe  I 
would  not  fuffer  the  aifuming,  ignorant 
wretch  to  brow- beat,  bully,  and  in- 
fult  me. 

I  was  at  this  time  along  with  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Connolly,  who  lodged  in  the 
fame  houfe,  and  with  whom  I  had  paffed 
the  greateft  part  of  the  day,  when  the 
guard  came  to  the  door,  of  whofe  orders 
or  intentions  I  had  not  the  moft  diftant 
idea,  nor  did  I  know  then  of  any  of  thefe 
fufpicions  or  informations  againft  me. 

The  guard  indeed  did  not  meddle  with 
me,  (in  confequence  1  prefume  of  fecret 
orders  from  his  Excellency,  who  never 
gave  any  credit  to  thefe  infinuations,  but 
acted  thus  at  the  prefling  inftance  of  the 

Vol.  II.  R  for- 
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forward  afluming  fellow  whom  I  have 
juft  mentioned),  but  they  carried  my  fer- 
vant  on  board  before  his  lordfhip  for  exa- 
mination, when  this  vile  caitiff  being  pre- 
fent  endeavoured  to  intimidate  him,  in  or- 
der to  induce  him  to  bring  fome  accufation 
againft  me  ;  but  his  Excellency  himfelf 
foon  put  a  flop  to  fuch  fcandalous  at- 
tempts. However,  a  gentleman,  who 
had  been  alfo  along  with  Colonel  Con- 
nolly, waited  upon  his  lordlhip  with  a 
letter  from  the  Colonel,  affuring  his  Ex- 
cellency that  the  information  againft  me 
was  totally  falfe  and  groundlefs,  which 
the  examination  of  my  fervant  likewife 
evinced  in  the  fulleft  and  moft  fatisfadory 
manner. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LXIV. 

Embark  on  an  Expedition  to  the  Back  Country.  Proceed 
up  the  Potomack.  Pafs  through  Maryland.  Frede- 
rick Town,  a  Defcrtption  of  it.  Funks  Town.  Taken 
.  Prif oners.  Hagar's  Town.  Great  Valley.  Conni~ 
gocheague.  Extremely  abufed  and  maltreated.  Robbed 
of  our  Money.  Nature  of  the  Expedition.  A  cu- 
rious Manner  of  fecrettijg  Papers.  Confined  and  in 
great  Danger  at  Frederick  Towti.  Efcape.  Fall 
through  the  Ice  into  the  Potomack.  Afonijhing  Dan- 
gers and  Fatigue.  Fly  into  the  Moutitains.  Deep  Snow. 
Break  the  Ice  and  nvade  deep  Rivers.  Wounded  and 
Lame.  Robbed  by  a  Man  that  I  had  placed  CoJtfidence 
in.  Continue  to  pifh  forward  for  Detroit  and  Illonois, 
Fort  Cumberland.  Romantic  Situation.  Crofs  the  Alle- 
ga?iy  Mountains.  Retaken  by  mere  Accident  on  the 
Yohiogeny  River. 

AFTER  thefe  groundlefs  and  moft 
ridiculous  fufpicions  were  happily 
cleared  up,  the  whole  intention  and  fub- 
ftance  of  a  fecret  expedition  to  the  back 
country,  under  the  command  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Connolly,  then  appointed 
Commandant  of  the  Queen's  rayal  regi- 
R  2  ment 
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ment  of  Rangers,  was  difclofed  to  me, 
and  I  was  earneftly  folicited  by  the  Colonel 
to  accompany  him,  along  with  another 
gentleman  named  Cameron ;  to  this  I 
moft  chearfully  confented,  and  in  the 
above  regiment  we  all  received  our  com- 
miffions. 

On  the  day  following  T  received  an 
order  to  take  any  velTel  in  the  harbour, 
and  alfo  fuch  of  the  pilots  on  board  his^ 
Majefty's  floop  the  Otter  as  I  judged  pro- 
per, for  the  ufe  of  this  expedition. 

This  circumftance  was  nofmall  fatisfac- 
tion  to  me,  as  I  thereby  convinced  Captain 
Squire  of  my  being  no  fpy,  as  he  had  al- 
ledged ;  and  on  going  on  board  his  fhip 
made  choice  of  two  of  his  beft  pilots. 

When  we  departed  from  Norfolk  on 
this  expedition,  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
behind  me  my  fervant  and  all  the  pro- 
perty I  had  been  able  to  bring  down 
there.  My  fervant  and  horfes,  which 
were  valuable,  vv^ere  to  be  fent  to  the 
plantation  of  Mr,  Atchifon,  at  lord  Dun- 
more's  requeft ;  and  the  reft  of  my  pro- 
perty 


V Jilted  States  of  America,         245 

perty  I  left  in  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Pierce  at 
Portfmouth,  but  I  have  never  fince  that 
time  heard  the  leaft  account  of  any  thing 
belonging  to  me. 

We  embarked  on  board  a  flat-bottomed 
decked  fchooner,  which  I  had  engaged 
for  that  purpofe,  with  our  horfes,  and 
only  one  fervant  who  belonged  to  the 
Colonel. 

Our  fmall  party  confifted  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Connolly,  Mr.  Cameron, 
myfelf,  and  the  fervant ;  and  we  intended 
to  proceed  in  this  veflel  up  the  Chefa- 
peak,  into  Potomack  River,  ^nd  land  if 
poflible  near  to  my  houfe  or  Port  To- 
bacco Creek,  and  afterwards  to  pafs 
through  the  country  on  horfeback  until 
we  arrived  at  Detroit  in  Canada. 

It  was  propofed  that  I  fhould  pafs 
through  Pittfburg,  with  difpatches  to  Mr. 
M'Kie  the  Indian  fuperintendant,  and  to 
fome  other  friends  of  government,  then 
proceed  down  the  river  Ohio  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Siotto,  and  from  thence  up 
that  river,  through  the  Shawnefe,  Dela- 
R  3  wares. 
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wares,    and   Wiandotts,   and  down  San- 
diifki  River  to  Sandufki  Old  Fort,   from 
thence  I  was  to  crofs   lake   Erie,  by  the 
Rattle  Snake  Iflands,  to  Detroit.     While 
the  other  two  gentlemen   were   to  crofs 
the  Allegany  River  at  the  Kittanning,  and 
proceed  by  the  neareft  and  moft  dire£h  route 
to  Detroit.  Here  a  very  confiderable  force 
was  to  be  collected  from  all  the  neareft  polls 
in  Canada,  and  tranfported,  early  in  the 
fpring,  acrofs  the  lake  Erie  to  Prefquifle, 
where   I  was  to  be  employed  during  the 
winter  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred 
men  in  covering  and  conduding  the  build- 
ing balteaux,  and  colleding  provifions,  in 
order  to  proceed   by  the  way  of  French 
Creek,  Venango,  and  the  Allegany  River, 
to  Pittfburg,  which  we  were  to  feize  on 
and  eftablifh  as  head-quarters,    until  the 
difaffeded   intereft  was  entirely   crufhed, 
and   the  whole  ftrength   of  the  country 
coUeded   and  formed  into   regular  difci- 
plined  regiments. 

After  leaving   a   fufEcient  garrifon   at 

Pittfburg,  we  were  to  advance  acrofs  the 
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Allegany  Mountains  with  our  whole  force 
upon  the  back  of  Virginia  j  and  after 
eftablifhing  a  ftrong  poft  at  Fort  Cumber- 
land, it  was  propofed  to  fall  down  the 
river  Potomack,  and  feize  on  Alexandria, 
where  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  was  to  meet 
us  with  the  fleet,  and  all  the  force  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  province.  Alexandria 
was  to  be  ftrongly  fortified,  as  a  place  of 
arms,  and  the  communication  between 
the  fouthern  and  northern  parts  of  the 
continent  thereby  cut  oif. 

If  a  misfortune,  of  fuch  magnitude, 
fliould  have  happened,  as  to  oblige  us  to 
give  up  this  enterprize  at  any  particular 
llage  thereof,  our  retreat  was  then  fecured 
by  thefe  pofts  which  we  occupied  in  our 
rear ;  and  if  it  (hould  have  failed  in  the  firft 
part  of  the  expedition,  by  our  finding  it 
impradicable  to  feize  upon  Pittfburg,  we 
were  to  fall  down  the  Ohio  in  our  bat- 
teaux  to  the  Mifhffippi  j  where  we  were 
to  be  joined  by  the  garrifon,  artillery, 
and  ftores  from  Fort  Gage  of  Kifkuf- 
kias  at  the  Illonois;  and  then  to  pro- 
R  4  ceed 
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ceed  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mif- 
f]flippi  in  Weft  Florida  ;  where  we  were 
to  embark  in  tranfports,  and  come  round 
to  Norfolk  in  Virginia,  there  to  join  the 
Earl  of  Dunmore. 

For  the  execution  of  this  well  formed, 
judicious,  and  vaft  undertaking,   Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Connolly  was  furnifhed  with 
the   proper    and   neceffary  powers,  both 
from   General   Gage   the   Commander  in 
Chief,  and   from  the  Earl  of  Dunmore, 
and  with  ample  inftrudtions  for  his  future 
condu<3;,  as  well  as  commiffions  for  the 
formation  of  a  complete  regiment  at  De- 
troit,  or    Pittfburg  ;   all  of  which,    con- 
taining  no   lefs   than   eighteen   (heets  of 
paper,   we    carried    along   with  us    in    a 
fecret  manner   invented  by  and  executed 
under  the  infpedion  of  his  lordfhip. 

All  thefe  papers  were  concealed  in  the 
mail  pillion-fticks  on  which  the  fervant 
carried  his  portmanteau,  they  being  made 
hollow,  for  that  purpofe,  and  covered  with 
tin  plates,  and  then  canvafs  glued  there- 
pn  as  ufual  ;  this  was  fo  dextroully  and 

com- 
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completely  executed  that  It  could  not  be 
difcovered  on  the  ftrideft  examination. 

We  failed  up  the  Potomack,  almoft  as 
far  as  Lower  Cedar  Point,  when  a  moft 
violent  gale  came  on  from  the  north- weft, 
which  obliged  us  to  ftand  down  the  river 
again,  and  run  up  into  St  Mary's  River 
in  Maryland,  where  we  landed,  on  the 
twelfth  of  November,  without  occaf^oning 
the  icaft  fufpicion,  having  fent  off  the 
veflel  again  immediately  after  we  had 
taken  out  our  horfes\ 

Here  I  undertook  to  be  the  condudor 
through  the  country  for  above  two  hun- 
dred miles  ;  and  it  was  not  without  the 
utmoft  addref'^,  precaution,  difficulty  and 
danger  that  I  carried  them,  and  pafTed 
myfelf  quite  fafe  and  unfufpedled,  through 
all  that  extent  of  thick  fettled  country, 
wherein  my  perfon  and  principles  were 
fo  well  known,  and  without  being  once 
difcovered  myfelf. 

However  we  were  frequently  very 
much  alarmed,  particularly  at  Frederick 
Town,  where  we  arrived  on  the  evening 

of 


250  A  Tour  in  the 

of  a  general  mufer,  or  field-day  of  the 
armed  aflbciators.  At  the  inn  where  we 
put  up,  each  of  us  calling  for  iomething 
different  from  the  others,  caufed  an  en- 
quiry, and  of  courfe  a  fufpicion  concern- 
ing us,  and  it  was  propofed  to  bring  us 
before  the  committee  in  the  morning  for 
examination.  This  plan  we  accidentally 
difconcerted  by  fetting  out  from  Frederick 
Town  in  the  morning  at  day-break  ;  and 
as  the  committee  had  all  got  intoxicated 
over  night'j  it  was  too  late  next  day,  be- 
fore they  arofe,  and  recolleded  any  cir- 
cumftances  concerning  us,  to  fend  in  pur- 
fuit  after  us. 

We  pafled  through  a  village  named 
Middle  Town,  about  eight  miles  beyond 
Frederick ;  and  in  the  South  Mountain, 
four  miles  farther,  w^e  took  the  wrong 
road,  which  led  us  to  another  village 
named  Funk's  Town,  after  Jacob  Funk 
a   German,   the   proprietor. 

We  dined  in  this  place,  and  pafled 
on  through  a  confiderable  town  called 
Hagar's  Town,  named  fo  alfo  after  the 

pro- 
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proprietor,  a  German ;  a  few  miles  be- 
yond which  we  unfortunately  met  a 
little  man,  a  hatter,  who  knew  Colo- 
nel Connolly  at  Pittfburg,  where  he  had 
lived,  and  now  recolledted  him  again, 
and  fpoke  to  him. 

This  accident  giving  me  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  I  mentioned  to  the  Colonel  my  appre- 
henfions  of  our  being  difcovered  thereby, 
and  propofed  for  us  to  change  our  route. 
But  he  being  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
thinking  there  was  no  danger,  ij:  gave  me 
inexpreffible  concern,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  two  reafons  which  prevented  me,  I 
would  then  have  left  him  and  provided 
for  my  own  fafety. 

The  firft  was,  that  being  under  his 
command  I  could  not  difobey;  but  of 
that  I  was  fenfible  he  had  too  much 
generofity  to  take  advantage,  therefore  it 
was   not  this   that  deterred  me. 

The  fecond  reafon   was,  the  former  ri- 
diculous fufpicions   againfl  me   at  Nor- 
folk ;   and  it  was  oi;i  that  account  I  de- 
termined 
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termined  to  fland  or  fall  with  him,  and 
to  wait  the  event  with  patience,  fhould 
captivity,  or  even  death  be  the  confe- 
fjuence. 

We  lodged  at  one  Doiftor  Snayvelley's, 
a  German,  about  five  or  fix  miles  beyond 
Hagar's  Town,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river  Connegocheague,  and  accordingly 
as  I  had  dreaded,  about  midnight  we 
were  all  feized  on  in  our  beds  and 
made  prifoners  by  a  company  of  riflemen 
from  Hagar's  Town,  who  were  ordered 
out  for  that  purpofe  In  confequence  of  the 
little  hatter's  information. 

This  company  confifted  of  thirty-fix 
men  exdufive  of  officers,  who  rufhing 
fuddenly  into  our  room,  with  their  rifles 
cocked  and  prefented  clofe  to  our  heads 
v/hile  in  bed,  obliged  us  to  furrender. 
This  happened  in  the  night  of  the  nine- 
teenth of  November,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-five. 

This  party  confi fling  folely  of  rude 
imfeeling  German  ruffians,  fit  for  aflaffi- 
nations,  murder,  and  death,  treated  us  with 

great 
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great  ignominy  and  infult  ;  and  without 
the  leall  provocation  abufed  us  perpetu- 
ally wi[h  every  opprobrious  epithet  Un- 
guage  can  afford. 

We  were  then  carried  to  Hagar's 
Town,  and  examined  feparately  before 
the  committee  there,  after  being  fearched 
fur  papers  ;  our  faddles  and  baggage  alfo 
underwent  a  flrict  fcrutiny  and  infpec- 
tion,  but  nothing  was  difcovered  againft 
us.  This  committee  was  ignorant,  rude, 
abufive,  and  illiberal,  and  ordered  us  to 
be  carried  to  Frederick  Town,  under  a 
ftrong  guard,  for  further  examination. 

The  fame  ruffians  continued  to  guard 
us,  and  were  perpetually  threatening  to 
take  our  lives.  As  we  rode  alon^  (for 
as  yet  they  had  not  deprived  us  of 
our  own  horfes)  fome  of  them  in  the  rear 
every  now  and  then  fired  off  a  rifle  di- 
red:ed  very  near  us,  as  I  could  hear  the 
ball  whiftle  pall  within  a  few  feet  of  us, 
every  time  they  f  red. 

At  Frederick  town    I  was    told  that  / 
need  not  exped  to  get  clear,  for  /  was  a 

noted 


254  ^  T^oiir  in  the 

noted  friend  to  Britain,  and  they  had  long 
endeavoured  to  get  me  in  their  power. 

Here  we  were  ftripped  and  fearched 
again,  and  examined  feparately  before  the 
committee,  where  one  of  the  moft  illiberal, 
inveterate  and  violent  rebels  named 
Samuel  Chafe,  (fon  to  a  refpedable  and 
very  worthy  clergyman  of  this  province) 
a  lawyer,  and  a  member  of  the  Congrefs 
prefided. 

At  this  place  we  were  not  a  little 
alarmed  left  they  fhould  difcover  our  in- 
ftrudions,  papers,  &c.  as  they  examined 
every  thing  fo  ftridly  as  to  take  our  fad- 
dies  to  pieces,  and  take  out  the  fluffing, 
and  even  rip  open  the  foals  of  our  boots, 
in  vain ,  for  the  objed:  of  their  fearch  was 
not  found,  although  they  fo  frequently 
handled  what  contained  it. 

However,  by  fome  neglect  of  Colonel 
Connolly's  fervant,  an  old  torn  piece  of 
paper  was  found  in  his  portmanteau, 
which  difcovered  part  of  cur  defign  ;  and 
then   Colonel  Connolly,  to  prevent  our 

falling 


United  States  of  America,  255 

falling    immediate   facrifices  to   a  frantic 
mob,   acknowledged  our  commiflions. 

Upon  this  we  were  adlually  robbed  of 
our  money,  by  Samuel  Chafe  and  the 
committee,  the  chairman  of  which  was 
named  John  Hanfon,  and  he  has  fince 
then  become  a  Prelident  of  the  American 
Congrefs,  who  left  us  only  one  guinea 
each  3  and  we  were  put  under  a  ftrong 
guard  in  the  houfe  of  one  Charles  Beatty, 
in  a  clofe  room  three  ftories  high,  with 
the  windows  fcrewed  fafl:  down,  re- 
ftrided  from  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  no 
perfon  allowed  to  fpeak  to  us. 

Thus  were  we  confined,  for  feven 
wrecks,  all  in  one  room,  under  a  ftrong 
guard,  fuffering  every  fpecies  of  infult 
daily,  and  in  danger  and  dread  of  being 
murdered  every  night. 

The  fervant  however,  who  was  faith- 
ful to  his  truft,  being  allowed  to  go  at 
large  from  the  firft  of  our  confinement, 
took  care  to  deftroy  the  mail  pillion-flicks, 
containing  the  papers,  commifHons,  and 
inftrudions,  which  we  dreaded  fo  much 

being 
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being  difcovered,  as  foon  as  he  could  ef- 
fect it  with  fafety,  which  put  an  end  to  our 
anxiety  and  alarms  on  that  account. 

Fredrick  Town  is  a  fine  large  town,  built 
of  brick  and  ftone,  there  being  very  few 
timber  houfes  in  it,  it  is  an  inland  town, 
being  at  leaft  fifty  miles  from GeorgeTown, 
which  is  the  neareft  navigation  or  port, 
and  is  not  fituated  upon  any  river  or 
water  courfe ;  the  neareft  to  it  being 
Monoccacy  Creek,  which  is  four  miles 
diftant,  and  Potomack  River,  which  is 
about  eight  miles  from  it. 

The  land  around  Fredrick  Town  Is 
heavy,  ftrong,  and  rich,  well  calculated 
for  wheat,  with  which  it  abounds  ;  this 
being  as  plentiful  a  country  as  any  in 
the  world. 

The  face  of  the  country  here  fwells 
into  beautiful  hills  and  dales,  and  twelve 
miles  beyond  the  town  it  arifes  into 
mountains,  named  the  South  Mountain. 
The  foil  is  generally  of  a  deep  rufty 
brown  colour,  and  ftrongly  impregnated 

with  iron. 
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Fredrick  Town  is  not  fo  large  as  Alex- 
andria, but  more  confiderable  than  Wil- 
liamfburg,  or  Annapolis,  and  contains 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  inhabitants, 
who  abound  in  provifions,  and  all  the 
necefTaries  of  life. 

Beyond  the  mountain  Elizabeth  Town, 
or  Hagar's  Town  as  it  is  generally  called, 
aftonifhes  you  by  its  magnitude,  beauty, 
and  good  buildings,  chiefly  compofed  of 
ftone  and  lime. 

It  is  fituated  on  a  plain,  in  the  great 
valley  between  the  two  mighty  ridges 
named  the  South  Mountain,  or  Blue 
Ridge,  and  the  North  Mountain,  or 
Great  Ridge. 

This  valley  is  about  thirty  miles  wide, 
extending  many  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and  contains  a  body  of  the  richeft  land  in 
the  world.  It  abounds  with  the  moft 
clear  and  pellucid  water-courfes,  and  all 
the  flones  and  rocks  are  lime-ftone. 

Both  Frederick  Town  and  Hagar's 
Town,  as   well   as   the   greateft  part  of 
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the  back  country  of  Maryland  and  Penn- 
fylvania,  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  Germans- 
And  Irifh,  but  the  firft  are  the  mofl  nu-  • 
merous;  and  carry  on  ahnoft  every  kind 
of  manufadlure,  as  well  as  a  confiderable 
Ihare  of  trade.  Neither  of  them  ftand 
upon  any  large  water-courfe  ;  but  there 
is  abundance  of  mills,  forges,  furnaces, 
and  iron  works,  all  around  them,  through- 
out the  adjacent  country. 

Many  of  the  Irifh  here  can  fcarcely 
fpeak  in  Engllfh ;  and  thoufands  of  the 
Germans  underftand  no  language  but 
High  Dutch ;  however  they  are  all  very 
laborious,  and  extremely  induftrious,  hav- 
ing improved  this  part  of  the  country 
beyond  conception ;  but  they  have  no 
idea  of  focial  life,  and  are  more  like 
brutes  than  men.  They  came  to  Frede- 
rick Town  from  all  quarters  to  behold  us, 
as  if  we  had  been  fome  ftrange  fight,  and 
were  always  very  liberal  of  infults  and 
abufe,  without  the  lead  caufe  or  provo- 
cation. 

On. 
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On  the  thirtieth  of  December,  orders 
were  brought  from  the  Congrefs,  that  we 
fhould  be  fent  to  them  at  Philadelphia; 
and  they  were  preparing  to  fet  out  with  us 
next  day. 

It  had  been  preconcerted,  that  if  we 
fhould  be  taken  prifoners  by  the  way 
upon  this  expedition,  we  fhould  attempt, 
either  by  efcape  or  any  other  method,  to 
inform  the  garrifon  of  Detroit  of  an  expe- 
dition the  rebels  intended  againft  them 
from  Pittfburg  ;  and  alfo  to  bring  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  Gage  at  Kifkufkias  II lo- 
nois,  with  the  artillery,  ftores,  &c.  down 
the  MifTiffippi  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  from  thence  by  tranfports  round  to 
join  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  and  the  troops 
under  his  command  at  Norfolk. 

For  this  reafon  I  had  been  long 
fcheming  an  efcape,  and  had  engaged 
one  of  the  inhabitants  named  Barclay  to 
accompany  me  on  this  hazardous  under- 
taking ;  and  he  was  to  be  liberally  re- 
warded for  his  fervices. 

S  2     ^  As 
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As  we  were  ordered  to  fet  out  for  Phi- 
ladelphia next  morning,  there  was  now  no 
time  to  be  loft  in  making  this  attempt. 

For  this  purpofe  I  watched  all  this  night 
for  the  moment  that  the  two  centinels 
might  fall  afleep  on  their  pofts  at  our 
door,  which  they  had  alfo  locked  on  the 
outfide ;  at  length  the  much  wifhed-for 
period  arrived  ;  and  that  inftant  unfcrew- 
ing  the  lock,  I  made  my  efcape,  with 
letters,  difpatches,  and  every  neceflary 
order,  but  by  an  accident  was  obliged  to 
leave  almoft  all  my  cloaths  behind.  Af- 
ter fome  little  difficulty  I  found  Barclay's 
houfe,  and  he  getting  out  of  bed,  we 
immediately  fet  out  on  our  journey. 

There  was  a  deep  encrufted  &ow,  and 
moft  dreadful  roads,  ,fo  that  travelling 
was  beyond  expreffion  fatiguing,  efpe- 
cially  as  I  went  on  foot,  leaving  my  horfe 
behind  to  prevent  any  fufpicion  of  my 
route ;  as  no  one  could  imagine  that  a 
journey,  over  the  Allegany  mountains, 
to  Detroit,  and  to  the  Miffilfippi,  would  be 

attempted 
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attempted  during  that  rigorous  feafon  of 
the  year,  by  any  perfon  alone,  as  they 
muft  conceive  me  to  be,    and  on  foot. 

In  order  to  pafs  on  with  more  privacy, 
I  endeavoured  to  crofs  the  Potomack,  and 
travel  up  on  the  Virginia  fide  of  that  river, 
becaufe  fo  many  people  from  Maryland 
had  feen  me°  while  in  confinement  at 
Frederick  Town  and  Hagar's  Town ;  but 
in  attempting  to  go  over  on  the  ice,  I 
broke  in,  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  my  life  was  faved.  Barclay 
would  not  venture. 

It  was  fnowing  and  freezing  at  the 
ifame  time,  and  I  had  {t\tn  miles  over 
the  mountains  to  go  before  I  came  to  a 
houfe  to  thaw,  dry,  and  warm  myfelf. 
At  laft  when  I  reached  a  houfe,  there 
was  no  fire,  the  people  could  not  fpeak 
nor  underftand  a  fingle  v/ord  of  Eng- 
lish, and  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to 
ftay  ;  fo  I  travelled  on  in  that  wet  and 
frozen  condition  all  day,  and  at  night 
lay  before  the  fire,  at  the  houfe  of  a 
poor  ignorant  Dutchman  ;  which  I  alfo 
S  3  did 
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did  the  night  before,  upon  a  bear's  fkin, 
at  the  houfe  of  a  very  violent  Scotfman, 
a  furveyor,  on  the  fide  of  the  Potomack, 
after  having  undergone  more  than  can' 
be  expreifed  in  travelling  round  a  town 
named  Sharp "^yarg,  the  fnow  being  deep 
and  cncrufted  over,  but  not  ftrong  enough 
to  fupport  my  weight,  fo  that  at  every 
Hep  I  funk  down  almoft  knee-deep,  and 
cut  my  legs  aifo  by  every  movement  in 
walking.  ' 

On  the  firft  day  of  January,  1776,  at 
fun-rife,  1  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  river 
named  Gunnigocheague,  where  it  enters 
the  Potomack.  , 

This  river  was  frozen  half-way  over, 
and  v/e  v/ere  compelled  to  break  the  ice, 
ftrip,  and  wade  through,  with  the  water 
up  almoft  to  our  fl^ioulders. 

Hearing  of  a  purfuit  after  me,  we 
ftruck  out  of  the  road  into  the  North 
Mountain,  travelled  all  day  through  QtQ\p 
fatiguing  encrufted  fnow,  and  ftaid  during 
the  night  (for  I  flei>t  not)  under  a  rock  in 
the  raountaia. 
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On  the  fecond  of  January,  we  like- 
wife  travelled  all  day  in  the  mountain, 
and  at  night  fcraped  away  the  fnow  by 
the  fide  of  a  fallen  tree,  made  a  fire,  and 
ilept  a  little. 

On  the  third  of  Janua  I  direded  our 
courfe  towards  the  road  again,  being  then 
behind  the  purfuit,  and  flaid  all  night  at 
a  miferable  hovel  by  the  fire.  Here  we 
procured  fome  coarfe  food,  which  was 
extremely  acceptable  and  delicious,  hav- 
ing been  entirely  without  any  kind  of  re- 
frefhment  for  the  lafl  two  days. 

At  this  place  I  heard  a  thoufand  falfe- 
hoods  told  concerning  me,  and  was 
obliged  to  join  in  the  abufe  againfl 
myfelf,  which  w^as  generally  equally 
groundlefs  and  illiberal ;  feveral  of  the 
people  here  faid  they  knew  me  perfedly 
w^ell,  and  attributed  a  multitude  of  fin- 
guiar  adlions  and  exploits  to  me  that  I 
bad  never  before  heard  of;  but  they  all 
united  in  infilling  that  we  ought  imme- 
diately to  have  been  put  to  death  when 
S  4  taker. 
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taken,  to  prevent  efcapes  and  future  mif» 
chief. 

Our  journey  was  fomewhat  retarded, 
and  rendered  extremely  difagreeable,  by 
great  numbers  of  large  water-courfes  or 
rivulets  in  our  way,  which  we  were  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  paffing  over,  all  of 
them  being  partially  or  entirely  frozen, 
yet  fcarcely  any  able  to  bear  us,  fo  that  we 
had  to  break  the  ice  on  each  fide,  and  wade 
through.  Among  the  multitude  of  thefe, 
I  ftill  recoiled  the  names  of  the  Great 
Khonholloway  and  Little  Khonholloway, 

On  the  fourth  of  January,  being  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  croffing  a  river  that 
was  frozen  over,  I  had  three  violent  falls 
on  the  ice,  by  which  I  received  a  deep 
wound  in  one  of  my  feet,  and  a  very 
bad  ftrain  in  my  ancle. 

This  rendered  travelling  intolerably 
painful  and  difficult;  however  to  me 
there  was  no  alternative,  but  death  to 
flop,  or  life  to  proceed  ^  and  I  continued 
to  pufh  on,  although  conftantly  in  ex- 
treme 
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treme  torture,  until  we  arrived  at  a  plan- 
ter's houfe  on  the  road,  about  a  mile  on 
this  fide  of  a  large  water-courfe  named 
May's  creek ;  where  I  was  compelled  to 
ftop,  unable  to  proceed  farther,  being 
abfolutely  exhaufted,  and  quite  over- 
powered with  extreme  pain  and  fatigue. 

Here  Barclay  privately  made  off  and 
left  me,  after  plundering  me  of  what 
little  cloaths  I  had  been  able  to  bring  with 
me,  and  every  valuable  article  I  had  fe- 
ereted  from  the  rebels,  viz.  fome  fiJver 
and  ftone  buckles,  gold  rings,  and 
jewels,  on  which  I  depended  folely  for 
fupport  during  this  journey  ;  for  the  com- 
mittee, as  1  have  obferved  before,  had 
only  left  us  a  guinea  a  piece  in  money, 
of  which  one  fmgle  dollar  was  all  I  had 
remaining. 

This  fellow  furely  muft  have  been  In- 
fluenced by  the  reiiedion,  that  in  my 
wretched  condition  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  accomplifli  the  hazardous 
and  extenfive  journey  I  had  undertaken  ; 
^nd  that  confequently  fooner  or  later  f 

mull 
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muft  be  again  apprehended ;  for  which 
high  rewards  were  offered,  and  thegreateft 
exertions  made  by  the  rebels. 

For  he  never  could  be  tempted  by  the 
Imall  booty  he  obtained  to  be  guilty  of 
fuch  a  piece  of  villainy,  after  travelling 
fo  far,  and  fuffering  fo  much  as  he  had 
done,  along  with  me.  This  fpoil  from 
me  however  I  prefume  he  thought  pro- 
per to  take  to  himfelf  when  he  went  off, 
as  fatisfadion  for  his  trouble. 

No  event  of  my  life  ever  Ihocked  me 
more  than  the  difcovery  of  this  wretch'* 
treachery,  when  1  found  he  was  certainly 
gone. 

A  multitude  of  fufpicions  crowded  in 
my  mind,  and  a  thoufand  fears  alarmed 
me.  Every  moment  I  expeded  to  be 
feized  upon,  in  confequence  of  informal 
tion  againft  me  ;  and  1  diftrufled  every 
perfon  I  faw  or  met. 

My  mind  diftraded,  my  body  en- 
feebled, emaciated,  and  tormented  with 
excruciating  pain,  in  an  enemy's  coun* 
try,   deflitute  of  money  or  refource,  and 

without 
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without  a  fingle  friend,  I  was  in  a  con- 
dition truly  to  be  commiferated,  and  not 
to  be  excelled  in  diftrefs. 

This  was  a  trial  the  moft  arduous  and 
fevere  I  ever  met  with  -,  but  ftill  my  re- 
folution  did  not  forfake  me,  and  I  de- 
termined to  proceed,  notw^ithftanding 
every  difficulty  and  danger. 

I  crofled  May's  Creek,  and  Wills's 
Creek,  by  breaking  the  ice  and  wading 
them,  pafled  by  old  Fort  Cumberland, 
which  is  in  a  beautiful  and  romantic  fitu- 
ation,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Potomack, 
amidfl  vaft  mountains  and  mighty  tor- 
rents of  water,  that  break  through  the 
mountains  in  dreadful  and  tremendous 
chafms,  appearing  very  diPcindl^  from 
this  place. 

The  largell  of  thefe  breaks  in  the 
mountains  are  thofe  of  the  river  Poto- 
mack and  of  Wills's  Creek,  which  ap- 
pear from  hence  fuperior  to  the  reft  ia 
awful  grandeur. 

There    is    now    only   a    little    public 
Jioufe  at  Fort    Cumberland,    vv-here  that 

immenfe 
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immenfe    ridge    particularly  named   the 
Allegany  Mountains  commences. 

Here  I  began  to  afcend  the  mighty 
Allegany,  and  after  travelling  all  day 
in  an  extremity  of  anguifh,  pain,  and 
anxiety,  after  having  broken  the  ice 
and  waded  through  a  black  and  difmal 
river  named  Savage  River,  and  a  number 
of  large  and  dangerous  water-courfes 
befides,  I  arrived  at  Gregg's  habita- 
tion, in  the  midft  of  the  mountain  ; 
where  I  remained  all  night  amidft  the 
dreadful  fcreamings  and  bowlings  of 
multitudes  of  every  fpecies  of  wild 
beafts. 

Here  T  was  compelled  to  break  in 
upon  my  poor  folitary  dollar,  for, 
notwithftanding  all  my  intended  fru- 
gality, nature  required  fupport,  which 
money  alone  could   procure. 

I  fet  out  again  next  morning,  and 
in  this  moft  diftreffing  and  wretched 
condition  continued  to  pufh  forward, 
until  I  had  got  over  the  Allegany 
mountains  ;  but,  notwithftanding  all  my 

circum- 
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cIrcumfpe£tion  and  ftrenuous  exertions, 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  retaken 
by  mere  accident  on  the  Yohiogeny 
River,  a  branch  of  the  Ohio,  on  the 
twelfth  of  January,  by  a  party  of  nine 
ruffians  returning  from  Pittfburg,  where 
they  had  been  difpatched  in  purfuit 
of  me. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.      LXV. 

Caufe  of  Life   being  preferved.     Inftances  of  fmgular 

JMal-trentment  a?id Barbarity.     Bound  nv'ith   Cords. 

^  Examined  before  the  Coinmittee  at  Frederick  Toivn, 

A  curious  Defcription  of  the  Committee  and  their 

Examination.      Great   Danger   of  being    murdered. 

Confined  in  Yorli  Toivn  Gaol^    tvhere  a  mofl  ivorthy 

Lo'\taIif  Dr.  Kerfey  was  then  a  Prifofier.     His  Sif-' 

ferings,  and  tragical  Fate.     Crofs  the  Sufquehatmah 

on  the  Ice.     An  Account  of  Lancafer^   Yorh  Toivn, 

.  and  the    Sufquehannah,      Arrival  at  Philadelphia. 

Carried  before  the  Congrefs.     Sent  to  Prifon.     Sujfer 

unparalleled  Barbarity,     Health  declining  fafly  and 

expeft  to  be  facrifced.     Wrote  fome  Verfes  upon  the 

'Wall  ivith  Charcoal. 

"OTHING  preferved  me  from"  im- 
mediate death  from  the  hands  of 
thefe  banditti,  but  the  hopes  of  the  re- 
ward they  fhould  meet  with  by  carrying 
me  to  the  Congrefs. 

However  there  was  no  reftridion  to 
deter  them  from  exercifing  the  moft  wan- 
ton infult,  the  higheft  ignominy,  and 
the  moil  unaccountable  cruelties  upon  me. 

They 
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They  fet  me  upon  a  pack-horfe,  on  a 
wooden  pack-faddle  ;  they  tied  my  arms 
behind  me,  and  my  legs  under  the  horfe*s 
belly  ;  they  took  the  bridle  ofF  the  horfe, 
and  faftened  a  great  bell  around  his  neck  ; 
and  in  that  condition  they  drove  the  horfe 
before  them,  with  me  upon  his  back,  along 
narrow  flippery  ways  covered  with  ice, 
and  over  all  the  dreadful  horrid  precipices 
of  the  Allegany  and  Blue  Mountains,  for  a 
diftance  little  fhort  of  three  hundred  miles. 

During  the  firfl  day  and  night  they  ne- 
ver halted  but  for  neceflary  refrefhment, 
of  which  however  they  afforded  me  no 
fhare  ;  and  every  night  afterwards  com- 
pelling me  to  lie  upon  the  bare  ground. 

Thus  travelling  in  this  rapid  manner 
very  probably  faved  my  life,  as  I  have 
been  informed  fmce,  for  another  banditti 
of  thirty  men  from  the  vicinity  of  FittP- 
burg,  upon  an  alarm  that  a  perfon  was 
taken  on  his  way  to  raife  the  Indians 
againft  them,  had  purfued  us  under  oath 
to  kill  me,  but  after  following  us  for  a 
S 
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day  and  a  half  in  vain,  defpairing  to  over- 
take us  they  returned. 

I  was  carried  in  this  inhuman  barba- 
rous manner  paft  Tumblefton's,  Grigg's, 
Fort  Cumberland,  Creflbp's  or  Old  Town, 
&c.  &c.  and  at  feveral  places  it  was  with 
the  utmofl  difficulty  my  guard  could  pre- 
vent the  ruffian  favage  inhabitants  from 
murdering  me  in  cold  blood  :  but  although 
they  preferved  my  life,  for  the  fake  of 
the  reward  they  expeded  for  apprehend- 
ing me,  yet  they  never  attempted  to  pro- 
ted:  me  from  the  moft  cruel  and  mortifying 
infults  and  mal- treatment  at  every  place 
they  halted ;  and  I  was  frequently  even 
exhibited  as  a  public  ffiow,  as  if  of  a  dif- 
ferent fhape  and  appearance  from  other 
men. 

During  all  this  time  I  tafled  nothing 
but  water,  excepting  one  meal  of  indiffe- 
rent food  ;  this  alfo  contributed  in  fome 
degree  to  my  recovery,  by  abating  the  in- 
flammation of  the  wound  in  my  foot,  and 
the  drain  in  my  ancle,  both  of  which  were 

pro- 
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prodigioufly  fwelled,  and  fo  intolerably 
painful,  that,  befides  entirely  depriving 
me  of  fleep,  I  was  not  able  to  walk  an  hun- 
dred yards  even  if  it  had  been  to  obtain 
life  and  liberty  as  a  reward. 

I  was  then  delivered  up  again  to  the 
Committee  of  Hagar's  Town ;  who,  after 
ordering  me  to  be  fearched  four  different 
times  in  one  day,  made  ufe  of  every  arti- 
fice of  promifes  to  delude,  and  threats  to 
intimidate,  in  order  to  corrupt  my  princi- 
ples, and  gain  me  over  to  their  caufe  ;  and 
when  all  would  not  avail  they  ordered  mq 
to  be  carried  to  the  Congrefs  at  Philadel- 
phia in  irons. 

A  frefh  guard  was  added  to  the  former, 
confifting  of  a  Major,  and  two  Captains, 
the  reft  being  Lieutenants,  Enfigns,  and 
Serjeants,  amounting  to  twelve  in  number, 
befides  the  former  nine,  who  would  not 
wait  for  the  irons  to  be  made,  but  fet  out 
with  me,  bound  as  before,  and  my  horfe 
tied  alfo  with  two  large  ropes,  and  led  by 
two  of  the  guard,  accompanied  with  fife 
and    drum    beating   the  rogue's    march. 

Vol.  IL  T  which 
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which  they   feemed   every   where  to   be 
particularly  fond  of. 

In  this  manner  I  was  carried  to  Fredrick 
Town,  and  there  dragged,  bound  with 
cords,  before  the  Committee,  which  con- 
fifted  of  a  taylor,  a  leather  breeches- 
maker,  a  fhoemaker,  a  gingerbread-baker, 
a  butcher,  and  two  publicans. 

The  greateft  part  of  them  being  Ger- 
mans,! really  underwent  a  moft  curious  ex- 
amination, nearly  to  the  following  efFed:. 
*'  Got  tanun  yoii"  (fays  one)  "  howjlo  darjht 
you  make  an  exJI^kaps  from  diJJj  honor ablfi 
Committifi  V  "  For  fincht  der  dyvel  (fays 
another)  HowJJo  can  you  JJjtand  JJ:o  JJjtyff'for 
King  Shorjh  akainflH  dijh  koontery  V  "  aS^- 
cramenfer  (roars  out  another)  Dijh  Com- 
mittifi  will  make  Shorfh  knoa  howfi  to 
behave  himfelf."  "  By  Goat  (bawls  the 
butcher)  Ich  vould  kill  all  de  Enklijlj  tives^ 
asfoon  as  Ich  vould  kill  van  ox,  or  van  cow.'* 

After  they  had  all  exhaufted  themfelves 
by  haranguing  in  this  manner,  they  in- 
filled that  I  Ihould  anfwer  them. 

I  replied,  *  that  I  could  have  very  little  to 
fay  to  them,  having  no  intention  of  em- 
ploying 
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ploying  either  of  them  ;  as  when  I  wanted 
cloaths  I  fhould  apply  to  another  taylor ; 
and  to  other  perfons  alfo  for  leather  bree- 
ches, as  well  as  for  fhoes  or  boots ;  that  I 
never  eat  gingerbread  ;  and  had  an  aver- 
fion  to  butchers  and  publicans,  whenever 
they  ftepped  afide  from  the  line  of  their 
proper  occupations  ;  and,  that  as  I  con- 
ceived they  bad  as  little  bufmefs  with  me 
as  I  with  them,  requefled  they  would  de- 
tain me  no  longer.' 

This  threw  them  In  a  moft  violent  rage, 
and  they  ordered  a  guard  of  their  own  to 
take  me  to  a  dungeon. 

But  my  former  guard  refufed  to  deliver 
me  up,  and  fwore  that  they  would  not 
trull  me  in  their  hands,  left  they  fhould 
permit  me  to  efcape  again,  as  they  had 
done  before. 

This  I  confefs  gave  me  fome  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  alfo  prevented  me  from  receiving 
abundance  of  abufe  and  mal-treatment 
for  that  time. 

They  left  Fredrick  Town  with  me  early 

next  morning,  and  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 

T  2  miles 
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miles  from  it  we  were  overtaken  by  a  Cap- 
tain and  fifty  armed  men,  whohadbeen  fent 
after  us  to  take  me  from  myguard,and  car- 
ry me  back  to  two  hundred  more  ruffians 
in  arms  that  had  affembled  and  marched 
into  FredrickTown,for  thefoleand  avowed 
purpofe  of  feizing  on  and  putting  me  to 
death  immediately,  in  order  as  they  al- 
ledged  to  fave  the  country  expence;  for 
they  all  appeared  to  be  abfolutely  certain, 
that  this  would  be  my  fate  after  I  watS 
carried  to  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia. 

This  unexpected  circumftance  occa- 
fioned  a  very  warm  conteft  between  the  two 
parties,  and  detained  us  at  leaft  three  hours* 

My  guard,  it  is  true,  feemed  refolute  to 
defend  me,  at  the  expence  of  their  blood  ; 
becaufe  by  giving  me  up  they  would  be 
deprived  of  their  expected  reward,  but 
they  muft  certainly  have  been  overpowered 
by  numbers,  if  it  had  come  to  adlion. 

However  I  myfelf  found  means  to  per- 
fuade  this  rabble  from  their    firft   inten- 
tions,  which  required  no  fmall  fhare  of 
addrefs   to  accomplifli,  as  they  were  ac- 
tually 
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tually  fent  by  the  reft  on  purpofe  for  my 
deftru6tion  ;  but  at  length  we  were  by  this 
means  fufFered  to  proceed. 

I  was  carried,  in  this  manner,  through 
Creflbp's  Town  as  1  have  obferved  before, 
as  well  as  Hancock's  Town,  Hagar's 
Town,  Middle  Town,  Frederick  Town, 
Tawney  Town,  Peter  Little's  Town,  M* 
AUafter's  Town,  rnd  at  laft  arrived  at 
York  Town,  commonly  called  Little  York, 
in  Pennfylvania,  where  they  lodged  me 
that  night  in  the  common  gaol,  being 
the  hrft  prifon  I  ever  entered  in  my  life. 

Here  I  was  confined  in  an  apartment 
adjoining  to  that  where  a  moft  meritorious 
and  refpedable  loyalift  wa*  then  kept 
prifoner. 

This  gentleman's  name  was  Doctor 
Kearfley,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who, 
on  account  of  his  loyal  principles,  was 
torn  from  friends,  family,  and  fortune,  and 
after  being  long  and  rigidly  confined  m 
different  prifons,  fell  at  length  a  f^crifice 
to  the  cruel  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  thefe 
iniquitous  fons  of  barbarity. 

T  3  Although 
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Although  I  was  here  locked  up  inaftrong 
flone  prifon,  yet  a  guard  confiding  of  the 
inhabitants,  was  placed  in  the  gaol  below, 
and  a  centinel  at  the  door  of  my  room. 

This  night  being  exceflively  cold,  the 
ruffian  who  was  placed  at  my  door  got  in- 
toxicated, and  after  putting  himfelf  in  a 
rage,  by  damning  and  fwearing,  began  to 
fire  at  me  through  the  door.  Upon  the 
report  of  the  piece  the  guard  came  up  and 
relieved  him  ;  but  the  next  centinel  adted 
in  the  very  fame  manner,  and  this  being 
relieved  the  third  did  juft  fo  likewife  ;  fo 
that  T  never  clofed  my  eyes  all  that  night, 
and  was  heartily  glad  when  we  left  Little 
York  next  morning. 

We  croffed  the  Sufquehannah  a  large 
broad  and  beautiful  river,  upon  the  ice 
about  two  miles  above  Wright's  Ferry,  and 
at  night  arrived  at  Lancafter,  the  largefl 
inland  town  in  America,  containing  at 
leaft  ten  thoufand  Inhabitants,  chiefly 
Germans  and  Irifh. 

However  it   is    neither   handfome   npi 
agreeable,   although   very  plentiful,    and 

abounding 
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abounding  with  moil  excellent  cyder  and 
provifions. 

York  Town  is  much  pleafanter  than 
Lancafter,  and  ftill  farther  diftant  from 
navigation.  It  is  fituated  on  Codorus 
Creek,  a  pretty  ftream  which  falls  into  the 
Sufquehannahj  and  contains  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  inhabitants,  chiefly 
Irifh  with  a  few  Germans  intermixed. 

The  river  Sufquehannah,  which  falls 
into,  and  forms  the  head  of  the  vaft  Bay 
of  Chefapeak,  is  one  of  the  largeft  and 
mod  beauiful  rivers  in  America,  yet  per- 
haps one  of  the  leaft  ufeful,  being  navi- 
gable only  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles  at 
fartheft,  from  the  mouth,  for  veflels  of  any 
burden  ;  above  which  it  is  only  navi- 
gable for  canoes,  and  even  they  meet  with 
many  interruptions. 

The  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah 
rifes  near  and  interlocks  with  the  waters 
of  the  Allegany,  and  the  north  branch  of 
the  Potomack. 

The  eaft  branch  heads  near  the  long 

fall  and  portage  on  the  Mohawks  River, 

T  4  a  branch 
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a  branch  of  the  Hudfon  or  North  River 
which  falls  into  the  fea  at  New  York. 

The  fource  of  this  branch  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah  is  in  the  country  of  the  Mohawks, 
a  confiderable  diftance  north  from  Cherry 
valley,  and  from  thence  to  its  mouth,  at 
the  extremity  of  the  Chefapeak,  is  not 
iefs  than  five  hundred  and  twenty- five 
miles  in  diredi  lines,  and  about  feven  hun- 
dred miles  along  with  its  meanders. 

In  Lancafter  I  was  alfo  lodged  in  the  com- 
mon prifon,  with  a  guard  at  the  door  as  at 
York;  and  with  this  information,  to  comfort 
me  and  promote  my  repofe,  viz.  that  fom? 
hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder  werejodged 
in  the  floor  above ;  and  yet  they  allowed 
me  a  fire. 

Here  alfo  there  was  a  loyalifl  confined,  in 
the  next  room  to  me,  named  Mr.  Brooks. 

In  this  place  I  received  no  particular 
abufe  nor  infult,  and  we  left  it  next  morn- 
ing on  our  journey  to  Philadelphia. 

About  two  or  three  miles  from  Lancaf- 
ter we  crofTed  Coneftoga  Creek,  which 
falls  into  the  Sufcjuehannah  5  and  on  the 

fecouj 
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fecond  day  about  noon,  after  crofTing  the 
SchuylkilJ,  we  arrived  in  Philadelphia, 
after  the  moft  fhocking  and  difagreeable 
journey  that  I  ever  experienced  ;  being 
dragged  all  this  diftance,  which  is  between 
four  and  five  hundred  miles,  bound  with 
cords,  and  treated  in  the  moft  barbarous 
and  ignominious  manner,  like  a  criminal 
or  felon  carried  to  execution. 

At  Philadelphia,  the  Congrefs,  to  ex- 
prefs  their  approbation  of  the  cruelty  and 
zeal  of  thofe  ruffians  who  retook  me, 
gave  to  each  of  them  a  commiffion  in  their 
fervice^  and  fifty  dollars  ;  and  to  the  prin^ 
cipal  perfon  among  them  two  hundred 
(dollars,  and  a  captain's  commiffion  of 
rjile-men  as  a  rev/ard;  befides  a  liberal  gra- 
tuity to  each  of  the  officers,  who  came  ai 
the  additional  guard  from  Hagar's  Town- 
After  being  interrogated  by  the  Con-r 
grefs,  I  was  fent  by  them  to  the  Council 
of  Safety,  (properly  of  defiruAion,)  and 
from  thence  to  the  common  gaol,  xv^here 
a  very  large  pair  of  irons  were  brought  for 
me ;  but  a  gentlemau  prefent,  named 
2  Courtney, 
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Courtney,  one  of  the  American  artillery 
officers,  went  out  in  apparent  indignation, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  returned  with  an  order 
to  prevent  their  being  put  upon  me. 

I  was  then  thrown  into  a  cold  damp 
vaulted  room,  or  cell,  in  the  criminal 
apartment  for  females,  wherein  at  that 
time  more  than  feventy  were  confined. 

Both  the  iron  and  the  wooden  doors  of 
my  cell  were  condantly  locked  and  chained  ; 
no  perfon  even  in  the  prifon  was  al- 
lowed to  fpeak  to  me,  nor  to  anfwer  me  if 
I  called  to  them  -,  rellridled  from  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  or  the  fmalleft  communication 
with  any  creature  living  ;  without  a  chair, 
table,  bed,  blanket,  or  ftraw,  and  obliged 
to  lie  on  the  bare  floor,  with  a  log  of 
wood  under  my  head  ;  in  the  midft  of  a 
moil  levere  winter,  without  a  fpark  of  fire, 
and  the  ificles  impending  from  the  arched 
roof  of  this  horrid  vault  ;  and  fometimes 
fufiered  to  remain  for  three  days  together 
without  a  drop  of  water,  or  any  kind  of 
drink ;  my  fitwation  was  too  diftreffing 
for  human  nature  to  endure. 

In 
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In  this  moft  wretched  and  dreadful  con- 
dition I  remained  for  three  weeks,  ex- 
tremely fick  and  very  lame  ;  and  without 
having  changed  my  linen,  or  had  my 
cloaths  off,  for  thirty-three  days. 

Indeed  to  think  on  all  I  fuffered,  one 
would  imagine,  that  human  nature  could 
hardly  fupportit.  But  a  man,  under  fome 
circumftances,  and  at  certain  times,  can 
undergo  more  than  would  at  other  times 
deftroy  him. 

Every  lonefome  ileeplefs  night  that  I 
pafTed  in  this  dreary  manfion  of  wretched- 
nefs  and  mifery,  my  ears  were  perpetually 
harralTed  with  the  moft  dreadful  founds, 
and  horrible  noifes,  proceeding  from  the 
clanking  of  chains,  the  rattling  of  mafly 
keys,  the  creaking  of  the  vafl:  and  nume- 
rous iron  doors,  the  refounding  of  the 
bolts,  bars  and  locks,  and  above  all  the 
moft  fhocking  fcreams  and  bowlings  of 
the  unhappy  wretches  confined  in  this 
horrible  place  of  reftraint. 

Thefe  difmal  founds,  too  dreadful  for 
defcription,   were    rendered    a    thoufand 

times 
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times  more  hideous  and  terrible,  by  the 
teverberation  of  the  echo  from  the  vaulted 
roofs. 

If  parching  thirfl;  and  extreme  cold 
could  have  allowed  me  any  fleep,  it  would 
have  been  efFedually  prevented  by  the 
agitation  of  mind  occafioned  by  thefe 
frightful  noifes  that  conftantly  broke  in 
upon  the  filence  of  the  night,  in  regular 
and  melancholy  fucceffion. 

If  defpair  ever  approached  me,  it  was 
in  this  cruel  fituation  ;  for  I  not  only  ex- 
peded  to  fall  a  victim  to  their  vindictive 
barbarity,  but  adually  felt  my  deftrudion 
advancing  by  inches ;  as  my  health  was  loft, 
and  my  ftrength  declining  every  hour. 

Yet  ftill  my  refolution  did  not  abandon 
me,  for  the  confcious  integrity  of  my  in-? 
tentions  and  the  juftice  of  our  caufe  fup- 
portedthe  mind,  and  1  determined  to  await 
jny  doom  with  patience  and  fortitude. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  having  acciden- 
tally obtained  a  piece  of  charcoal  I  wrote 
the  following  lines  upon  the  wall,  expref- 
flv^  of  my  fituation  and  fentiments. 

Verfes 
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Verfes  'written  with   Charcoal  on  the  Wall 
in  Philadelphia  Prijon. 

Confinement  hail !  in  honour's  jufteft  caufe. 
True  to  our  King,  our  Country,  and  our  Laws; 
Oppofing  anarchy,  fedition,  ftrife. 
And  every  other  bane  of  focial  life. 

Thefe  Colonies  of  Britifli  freedom  tir'd. 
Are  by  the  phrenzy  of  diftradlion  fir'dj 
Rufhing  to  arms,  they  madly  urge  their  fate 
And  levy  war  againft  their  parent  ftate. 

Surrounding  nations,  in  amazement,  view 
The  flrange  infatuation  they  purfue. 
Virtue^  in  tears,  deplores  their  fate  in  vain  5 
And  Satan  fmiles  to  fee  diforder  reign  j 
The  days  oi  Cromwell,  puritanic  rage, 
Return'd  to  curfe  our  more  unhappy  age. 

We  friends  to  freedom,  government  and  laws, 
Are  deem'd  inimical  unto  their  caufe: 
In  vaults,  with  bars  and  iron  doors  confin'd. 
They  hold  our  perfons,  but  can't  rule  the  mind. 
A<Sl  now  we  cannot,  elfe  we  gladly  wou'd  ; 
^.efign'd  we  fufFer  for  the  public  good, 

Succefs  on  earth  fometimes  to  ill  is  given. 
To  brave  misfortunes  is  the  gift  of  Heaven  . 
What  men  could  do  we  did,  our  caufe  to  ferve. 
We  can't  command  fuccefs,  but  we'll  deferve. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LXVI. 

lufiipporfable  Severity.  Brought  before  the  Congrefs.  Pro- 
mifed  better  Treatment.  Captain  Campbell  and  General 
Prefcot  ill  treated.  Our  lives  endangered  by  rigid  Con- 
Jinement.  A  Committee  of  the  Congrefs  [ent  to  vifit  us. 
Their  Illiberality  and  Ahitje.  Greater  Severities  than 
ever.  Subffed  only  o?i  Bread  and  Water.  Thrown 
into  the  Dungeon  ivhere  ive  almofi  perifjcd.  Philadel- 
phia expected  to  he  attacked  by  the  Britifh  Army. 
Congrefs  fly  to  Baltimore.  Twenty  Britifh  Prifoners 
viarched  in  Irons  through  Derby ^  Marcus  Hook,  Brafi- 
dywine,  Wilmington,  Newport,  Chrifeen-Bridge, 
and  the  Head  of  FJh.  Shocking  Infafice  of  Brutality 
at  Newport.  Defcription  of  Philadelphia  and  the  De- 
laware. Opulence,  Trade,  and  Number  of  Inhabitants 
in  Pennfylvania. 

THIS  deplorable  condition,  to  which 
I  was  reduced,  at  length  moved  even 
the  iron  heart  of  the  Gaoler  to  compaffion, 
and  he  intreated  me  to  make  application  to 
the  Congrefs  for  the  prefervation  of  life  ; 
obferving  that  although  he  was  reftridted 
from  allowing  me  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  he 
would  fend  me  a  pencil  and  a  card. 

Deter- 
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-   Determined   never  to  acknowledge  or 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the   Congrefs, 
unlefs  by  compulfion,  1  was  much  at  a  lofs 
in  what  manner,  or  for  what  purpofe  to 
addrefs  them  ;  and  I  concluded  only  to  re- 
queft,  that  they  would  either  render  my 
confinement  fupportable,    or  order  me  to 
immediate  execution,    which   I  infinitely 
preferred  to  my  prefent  fituation  of  being 
deftroyed  by  inches.     This  I  tranfmitted 
to  them  by  the  Gaoler,  written    with  a 
black  lead  pencil  upon  the  back  of  a  com- 
mon playing  card. 

They  then  ordered  me  to  be  brought  be- 
fore them  ;  and  excepting  fome   infidious 
attempts  to  corrupt  my  principles,  behaved 
towards  me  very  politely,   making  apolo- 
gies for   what  was   paft,  and    promifmg 
better  treatment  in  future  ;   at  the  fame 
time  declaring  their  aftonifliment  at  my 
defperate   attempt,  as  they  called   it,  of 
reaching  Detroit  or   Illonois  alone,  (for  I 
had  not  divulged  the  circumftance  about 
Barclay,)  and  on  foot,  at  that  rigorous  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,   through  a  barbarous  and 

hoftile 
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hoftile  country,  and  without  friends,  mo- 
ney or  refources. 

But  although  they  promlfed  to  render 
my  confinement  more  fupportable,  yet  I 
was  ordered  back  to  prifon  almoft  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  before,  for  my  condition 
was  very  Uttle  amended  by  them. 

However  Captain  Duncan  Campbell  of 
the  eighty-fourth  regiment,   or  the  Royal 
Highland  Emigrants,  agentleman  poffefled 
of  coniiderable  property,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  militia,  in  Dutchefs  County  in 
the  province  of  New  York,  being  alfo  con- 
fined in  the  fame  prifon,  and  hearing  of  the 
cruelties  exercifed  upon  me,  rendered  me 
every  fervice  in  his  power,  that  my  pre- 
cluded  fituation  would  admit  of;    and  I 
gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  return- 
ing that  worthy  and  much  efleemed  officer 
and  friend  my  mofl  grateful  and  lincere 
acknowledgments. 

Captain  Campbell  was  likewlfe  ex- 
tremely ill,  having  been  in  prifon  above 
four  months,  and  it  was  only  to  fave  his 
life  that  they  at  laft  admitted  him  to  parole. 

I  was 
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J  was  then  removed  into  the  room  ia 
the  front  lately  occupied  by  Captain  Camp- 
bell ;  and  Major-General  Prefcott,  being 
brought  prifoner  to  Philadelphia  about 
this  time,  was  confined  in  the  room  in  the 
criminal  apartment  out  of  which  I  had 
been  jufl  removed. 

Here  he  alfo  was  kept,  until  the  damp- 
nefs  of  the  walls,  and  the  unwholefomenefs 
of  the  place  caufed  his  wounds  to  break 
out  afrefh,  when  he  was  carried  into  the 
city,  and  placed  under  a  guard. 

To  hear  that  Colonel  Connolly  and 
Captain  Cameron  were  here  did  not  fur- 
prife  me,  being  only  what  I  had  reafon  to 
expert ;  but  you  may  guefs  at  my  aflon- 
illiment  to  underftand  that  the  worthlefs 
afluming  ignorant  fellow,  who  had  been 
fo  forward  at  Norfolk  in  giving  falfe  in- 
formation againft,  me  was  actually  in  this 
prifon  alfo. 

Treachery  from  fuch  a  wretch  is  what 
might  be  expeded  ;  but  the  extent,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  abfurdity  of  his  trea- 

VoL.  II.  U  ckery 
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cheiy  defeated  its  own  purpofes,  and  be- 
came truly  ridiculous. 

He  had  dealt  out  his  informations  and  - 
intelligence  to  the  rebels,  as  liberally  as  he 
did  before  to  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  and  the 
commanding    officers    of   his    Majefty's 
troops,  and  with  nearly  a  fimilar  effect. 

It  feems  that  he  had  not  only  acquainted 
General  Wafliington  and  the  Congrefs 
with  every  tittle  he  had  privately  difco- 
vered  of  our  expedition,  thus  rendered 
abortive,  but  had  likewife  contrived  to  de- 
liver  all  the  letters  and  difpatches  from 
the  fouthward,  for  General  Gage  and  the 
army  in  Bofton,  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  thereby  preferved  his  own  ef- 
fe£ls  from  being  plundered. 

This  man  however  by  mere  dint  of 
affurance  contrived  to  impofe  himfelf  upon 
a  great  many  friends  of  government  as  a 
perfon  of  confequence  and  loyal  principles. 

After  fome  days  the  Gaoler  brought 

me  a  paper  containing  a  parole,  which  he 

faid  was  fent  for  me  to  fign,  as  they  pro- 

•  '  pofed 
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pofed  now  to  atone  for  their  former  feve- 
rity,  and  acquainted  me  that  a  Colonel 
Nixon  had  interefted  himfelf  to  procure 
it.  But  as  the  purport  of  the  parole  was 
of  too  illiberal  a  nature,  and  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Connolly  and  Captain  Cameron 
were  not  offered  their  paroles  alfo,  I  re- 
fufed  to  fign  it,  for  three  days  fucceflively, 
it  being  prefented  to  me  daily  for  that 
purpofe,  and  fevere  threats  made  ufe  of 
towards  rse  on  declining  it. 

I  was  then  removed  into  the  fame  room 
with  Colonel  Connolly  and  Captain  Ca- 
meron, the  windows  of  which  were  nailed 
down,  and  both  the  iron  and  wooden  door 
locked  and  chained  clofe  upon  us,  fo  as  not 
to  admit  a  breach  of  frelh  air ;  we  were 
debarred  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  no 
perfon  whatever  was  permitted  to  fee  or 
fpeak  to  us,  and  we  were  thus  totally  pre- 
cluded from  the  whole  world  as  effedually 
as  if  we  had  been  in  our  graves. 

In   this  manner  we  were  held  for  fix 

months,  until  our  lives  were  defpaired  of, 

which  was  reprefented  to  the  Congrefs,  by 

U  2  Dodor 
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Dodor  Benjamin  Rufh,  Doctor  Cadwalla- 
der,  and  Dodor  Bond,  three  eminent 
Phyficians  in  Philadelphia,  in  written  me- 
morials ;  upon  which  that  diftruftful  junto 
appointed  a  committee  of  themfelves, 
compofed  of  a  Mr.  Wilcot  from  Connec- 
ticut, and  a  Thomas  Mac  Kean  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Delaware,  to  infpeO:  the  prifon, 
and  fee  and  examine  into  our  fituation  and 
ftate  of  health. 

Mr.  Wilcot  behaved  and  fpoke  like  a 
moderate  man,  but  the  violent  raging  re- 
bel M*Kean  introduced  himfelf  by  abufing 
in  the  grofleft  terms  the  King,  Parliament 
and  Miniftry,  the  whole  Britiili  army  and 
navy,  and  particularly  the  Earl  of  Dun- 
■  more,  and  General  Prefect. 

He  affured  m,  for  our  comfort,  that  we 
fhould  be  retained  for  retaliation  ;  that  if 
Alien,  or  Prodor,  or  any  of  their  leaders, 
then  in  the  hands  of  the  King's  troops, 
were  executed,  we  fhould  fhare  the  fame 
fate  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  think  our- 
felves  very  happy  not  to  be  in  irons,  as 
their  prifoners  were  always  kept  in  irons 

by 
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by  the  Britiih,  (which  was  a  moft  noto- 
rious and  malevolent  falfehood.) 

In  order  to  p refer ve  us  for  the  laud^ 
able  and  humane  purpofe  of  retalia- 
tion, he  ordered  our  windows  to  be 
opened ;  and  after  fome  time  an  order 
alfo  came  from  the  Congrefs  that  we 
fhould  be  permitted  to  walk,  for  two  hours 
every  day,  in  the  hot,  nafty,  fufFocating 
yard  of  the  prifon,  under  the  conftant  in- 
fpedion  of  two  centinels  ;  but  this  lafl  in- 
dulgence was  allowed  us  only  for  a  few 
days. 

All  this  time  the  Gaoler  charged  us  at 
an  extravagant  rate  for  diet,  fire,  and  caa- 
dle,  befides  an  allowance  that  he  received 
from  the  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe ;  by 
which  means  he  extorted  every  farthing 
of  money  from  us,  as  far  as  our  credit 
then  would  go. 

But  being  determined  not  to  run  in 
debt,  I  at  length  refufed  to  pay  him  any 
more  than  the  Congrefs  allowed,  and  was 
obliged  after  this  to  fubfift  upon  bread  and 
w.ater  alone  during  feven  weeks. 

U  3  This 
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This  goaler's  name  was  Thomas 
Dewees,  as  tyrannical,  cruel,  infamous  a 
villain  as  ever  difgraced  human  nature. 

Some  time  before  this,  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral McDonald  and  twenty-five  officers,, 
chieiiy  Scots,  among  whom  was  the  hof- 
pitable  Dutchman,  Michael  Holt,  men- 
tioned in  the  former  volume,  were  brought 
prifoners  to  this  goal,  compelled  to  march 
all  the  way  from  Carolina  on  foot.  1  hey 
were  confined  in  three  clofe  rooms  for  fix 
weeks,  and  were  afterwards  allowed  the 
liberty  of  walking  in  the  yard  of  the  pri- 
fon,   only  every  third  day. 

In  July  the  Congrefs  appointed  two 
new  gaolers,  brothers,  of  the  name  ofjew- 
ell,  if  poffible  more  barbarous  and  tyraur 
nical  than  the  former,  and  removed  him 
and  all  the  debtors  and  criminals  to  anr 
other  prifon,  keeping  only  what  they  de-?; 
nominated  prifoners  of  flate  in  ours. 

The  cruelties  pradlifed  in  this  place 
were  almoft  incredible,  and  not  to  be  ex- 
ceeded, perhaps  not  equalled,  by  that  of 
the  Spanifh  inquifuion» 

There 
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There  was  always  a  flrong  guard  here, 
ready  to  inforcc  their  moft  barbarous  com- 
mands, the  guard- room  being  in  the  prl- 
fon,  and  a  great  number  of  centinels  pofted 
both  within  and  without  on.conftant  duty. 
The  reftridions  upon  us  were  fo  fevere 
that  we  were  not  permitted  to  fpeak  to 
any  in  different  rooms. 

On  the  twentieth  of  September,  the 
gaoler  Jewell  accufed  me  of  converfnig 
with  Colonel  Connolly,  and  ordered  a 
ferjeant  and  nine  men  to  carry  me  by 
force  into  a  nafty  common  guard-room, 
and  from  thence  into  a  damp,  cold,  empty 
vaulted  room,  where  I  was  compelled  to 
to  lie  on  the  bare  floor,  which  gave  me  a 
violent  colic  and  cold. 

I  was  then  extremely  ill,  without  any 
care  or  notice  taken  of  me  ;  and  remained 
in  that  lick  helplefs  condition,  locked  up 
in  a  cold  damp  room  by  myfelf,  without 
the  leaft  affiftance  whatfoever. 

This  produced  a  dyfentery,  which  con- 
tinued  upon  me  for  feven  weeks,    and 
U  4  reduced. 
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reduced  me  to  the  verge  of  death ;  yet 
ftill  I  was  kept  locked  up,  without  any 
care,    atiendance,  or  notice.  | 

Dr.  Benjamin  Jiufh,  then  a  member  of 
the  Congrefs,  a  man  eminent  in  phylic,   ^ 
but  as  eminent  in  rebellion,  and  ilill  more    * 
fo  in  unfulfilled  profeffions,  after  tanta- 
lizing me  with  the  expectation  of  a  pa- 
role, exchange,    and   afiurances   of  very 
great   regard   and    commifferation,    came 
one    day    and   informed   me,  that   many 
members  of  the   Congrefs  declared  they 
perfonally  knew  me  to  be  fo  determinedly 
inimical  to  the  independence  of  the  Ame- 
rican States,  and  to  have  always  ejcerted 
fqch  influence  and  intereft  againft  them, 
that  I  need  not  exped:  nor  hope  for  any 
kind  of  indulgence  whatfoever,   not  even 
to  fave  life. 

However  after  this,  thanks  to  heaven, 
I  recovered  :  then  Captain  Cameron,  Cap- 
tain /.'Lean,  and  I  were  confined  in  a 
room  together,  feleiited  from  the  reft  to 
experience  the  dire  effects  of  their  inhuman 
malices  and  a  centj-y  extraordinary  was 

poftecl 
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pofted  at  our  door,  to  prevent  our  having 
the  leaft  intercourfe  or  communication 
with  any  one. 

In  December  the  gaoler  came  with  a 
guard,  and  plundered  us  again,  under 
pretence  of  fearching  for  papers;  and 
abufed  us  in  the  moft  injurious  manner. 

About  this  time  the  Britifh  army  ap- 
proaching through  the  Jerfeys  towards 
Philadelphia,  the  Congrefs  were  ftruck 
with  a  panic,  and  fled  to  Baltimore. 

On  the  tenth  of  December  the  North 
Carolina  prifoners  were  fent  off  to  Balti- 
more under  a  guard  j  and  on  the  eleventh 
fixty  Jerfey  men,  fromShrewfbury,  chiefly 
Quakers,  were  alfo  fent  away,  every  two 
bound  together  with  cords,  under  a  fmall 
guard  likewife. 

Our  confinement  was  now  become  fo 
infupportable  that  even  death  would  have 
been  an  agreeable  deliverance. 

This  fet  us  on  a  defperate  fcheme  of 
breaking  out ;  and  with  incredible  dan- 
ger, difficulty,  and  labour,  we  made  way 
through  the  ftrong  arched  vaulting,  cut 
afterwards  with  our  penknives  through  a 

tWQ 
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two  Inch  oak  plank  door,  and  got  up 
through  the  cupola,  on  the  top  of  the  pri- 
fon  ;  intending  to  defcend  by  a  xope,  to 
crofsthe  Delaware,  and  pufh  forward  to  the 
Britifh  army  then  at  Burlington  an  1  Mount 
Holly,  only  eighteen  miles  diftant. 

But  our  rope,  which  confmed  only  of 
iheets  and  blankets  tied  together  at  the 
corners,  gave  way  with  Captain  Cameron, 
who  defcended  firfl,  and  he  fell  forty- 
eight  feet  perpendicular  on  the  pavement. 
His  life  was  miraculoufly  prefer  ved, 
but  his  bones  were  cruflied,  and  he  fuf- 
fered  amazingly  in  confequence  thereof. 

Captain  M'Lean  and  I  were  then  flrip- 
ped  of  our  money,  papers,  and  of  every 
individual  thing  we  had,  not  excepting 
even  my  journal,  and  were  thrown  into 
the  dungeon  for  condemned  felons,  with- 
out light,  bed-cloaths,  or  ftraw,  or  even 
our  great  coats  to  preferve  us  from  the 
intenfe  cold,  and  without  food  or  drink 
for  thirty-fix  hours. 

Here  I  expected   nothing  but  to   end 
my  days   in  mifery ;  but  the  goc^nefs 

and 
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and  juftice  of  our  caufe  fupported  my 
fpirits,  and  difregarding  my  own  fitua- 
tion  I  fdt  nothing  for  myfdf,  all  my 
concern  and  diftrefs  was  for  poor  Captain 
Cameron,  as  they  all  cried  *'  Let  him  die 
''  and  be  damned,"  when  I  intreated 
them  to  affift  him,  offering  them  two 
hundred  dollars  (all  the  money  I  then 
had)  to  fave  his  life  ;  upon  farther  en- 
quiry concerning  him,  they  immediately 
robbed  me  of  all  my  money,  telling  me, 
**  that  he  was  dead,  and  in  hell,  and 
'*  wifliing  me  in  the  fame  condition.'* 

In  this  horrible  fituation  we  remained 
until  orders  were  given  for  our  imme- 
diate removal  to  Baltimore,  as  they  every 
day  expected  an  attack  upon  Philadelphia. 

They  then  brought  out  of  prifon 
twenty  of  us  in  all  ;  viz.  {qvqti  gentle- 
Bien,  eight  ferjeants  and  privates  belong- 
ing to  the  twenty-third  and  other  regi- 
ments, and  five  failors. 

They  put  us  in  irons,  every  two 
chained  clofe  together,   and  with  a  guard 

of  fixty   chofen   Dutchmen    (Germans), 

fet 
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fet  out  on  the  march  to  Bahimore  oii 
foot,  crofling  the  Schuylkill,  going 
through  Derby,  and  that  night  lodged  us 
in  the  common  goal  at  Chefter,  without 
taking  ofF  the  irons  at  all. 

The  irons  prevented  me  from  fleep 
every  night ;  befides  they  were  too  fmall, 
cutting  into  my  flefh,  caufmg  me  to  fwell 
prodigioufly,  and  were  exceffively  pain- 
ful. 

Yet  in  this  condition,  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets they  forced  us  to  march  on  until  ten 
o'clock  each  night,  which  was  particularly 
fevere  on  me,  who  had  been  clofe  confined 
thirteen  months  without  any  kind  of 
exercife,  fo  that  my  feet  were  covered 
blifters,  w^hich  breaking,  my  boots  were 
filed  with  blood  ;  yet  fiill  I  w^as  com- 
pelled to  puih  forward. 

The  names  of  feveral  of  my  fellow- 
prifoners  v^ere,  [VlefT.  William  and  Bridger 
Goodrich,  and  Bridger  Jones,  of  Virginia  ; 
Mr.  Abraham  Wynant,  of  Staten  liland. 
New  York ;  Thomas  Slater,  of  Balti- 
ijiore  5    Captain    Neal    M'Lean    of    the* 

I  eighty-. 
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eighty-fourth  regiment ;  John  Gee,  fon 
of  Mr.  Gee,  of  Stockport  near  Manchef- 
ter,  in  England  ;  Serjeant  White  of  the 
twenty-third  regiment  ;  and  Kirby  and 
Barlow,  &c.  of  the  lixteenth  light  dra- 
goons ;  Colonel  Connolly  being  permitted 
to  remain  at  Philadelphia,  and  Captain 
Cameron  being  incapable  of  being  re- 
moved. 

We  pafled  by  Marcus  Hook,  and  the 
famous  mills,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Brandywine,  the  moft  extraordinary  and 
valuable  perhaps  in  the  worldj  and 
through  the  beautiful  town  of  Wilming- 
ton without  halting;  and  came  to  New- 
port about  ten  o'clock,  where  we  re- 
mained for  the  night. 

This  Newport,  although  a  paltry  little 
place,  ftands  high  in  the  rank  of  ini- 
quity, for  it  is  the  very  neft  of  fedition, 
where  rebellion  fits  brooding  over  the 
demons  of  licentioufnefs,  difcord,  perfe- 
cutlon,  cruelty,  and  outrage. 

There  happened  at  this  detefted  place 
an  inftance  of  favage  brutality,  that  the 

greateft 
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greateft  barbarians  would  blufh  to  be 
guilty  of.  There  was  a  friendlefs  unfor- 
tunate Englifh  fervant  girl  at  the  houfe 
where  we  were  confined,  who,  greatly 
Ihocked  at  feeing  us  in  irons,  and  being 
well  afFeded  to  her  king  and  country, 
happened  to  drop  fome  expreffions  that 
betrayed  thofe  fentiments ;  this  poor 
friendlefs  girl,  for  this  crime  alone,  after 
being  feverely  beaten  both  by  her  mafter 
and  miftrefs,  was  turned  out  of  doors  in 
the  ftreet  at  midnight,  in  a  degree  of 
cold  not  to  be  conceived  in  England,  and, 
being  feized  upon  by  our  ruffian  guard, 
was  dragged  into  their  guard-room,  where 
Ihe  was  forcibly  abufed  by  feventeen  of 
the  villains,  in  the  moft  grofs,  brutal,  and 
injurious  manner  poffible. 

We  left  this  detefled  place  in  the 
morning,  and  after  paffing  through  a 
fmall  town  named  ChriPceen  Bridge,  ar- 
rived at  another  pretty  town  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maryland,  at  the  head  of  Elk 
River,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Bay  of 

Chefapeak,    that  afternoon. 

The 
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The  province  of  Penfylvania,  through 
which  I  had  juft  pafled,  contains  eleven 
counties,  and  generally  confifls  of  flrong 
land  well  calculated  for  farming,  which  is 
the  culture  made  ufe  of,  w^heat  and  other 
grain  compofmg  the  ftaple  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

The  whole  country  is  finely  diverfified 
by  hills  and  dales ;  there  are  valuable 
farms,  good  buildings,  plenty  of  water, 
and  excellent  mills  throughout  the  whole 
country. 

Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  particularly  be- 
low Philadelphia.  Wilmington  efpecially 
Hands  in  a  fituation  that  cannot  be  ex- 
celled. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  fine  towns 
in  this  province  -,  but  they  are  all  totally 
eclipfed  by  the  beautiful,  large,  and  ele- 
gant city  of  Philadelphia,  as  well  as 
every  other  town  is  in  North  Ame- 
rica. 

This  city  is  fituated  on  the  neck  of  an 

jfthmus  formed  by  the  rivers  Schuylkill 

6  and 
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and  Delaware,  which  are  here  juft  tWo 
miles  diflant. 

The  town  is  laid  out  from  river  to 
to  river,  with  the  ftreets  ftraight,  wide, 
ex  aly  regular,  and  crofling  each  other 
at  right  angles  ;  but  only  that  part  bor- 
dering on  the  Delaware  is  as  yet  built 
upon  :  and  at  prefent  it  contains  about 
thirty-five  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  ftreets  have  fingular  appellations, 
being  named  Firft-ftreet,  Second-ftreet,' 
Third'ftreet,  Fourth- ftreet,  Fifth-ftreet^ 
&;c.  which  are  thofe  that  run  length- 
ways of  the  town,  or  parallel  to  the 
rivers,  excepting  Water-ftreet,  and  Front- 
ftreet,  which  are  neareft  to  the  Delaware  ; 
whilft  thofe  that  run  from  river  to  river 
are  called  after  every  different  fpecies.  of 
trees,  fuch  as  Chefnut- ftreet,  Spruce  ftreet, 
Vine-ftreet,  Walnut-ftreet,  Cedar-ftreet, 
Pine-ftreet,  &c.  excepting  Market-ftreet, 
which  is  in  the  center,  and  Mulberry  or 
Arch-ftreet,  and  Saflafras  or  Race -ftreet, 
which  are  parallel  to  it. 

The 
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^he  houfes  in  Philadelphia  are  of 
orick,  and  well  built;  the  public  edifices 
are  elegant  and  expenfive,  the  New- 
Prifon,  iti  which  we  were  confined  and 
were  alfo  the  firft  inhabitants,  having)^  /t^ft 
no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  pounds. 

But  this  fine  town,  whofe  inhabitants 
were  once  juftly  famed  for  univerfal  phi- 
lanthropy, and  for  the  exercife  of  every 
humane  and  focial  virtue,  has  been  fo 
totally  altered  by  the  efFeds  of  the  rebel- 
lion, that  it  is  now  a  perpetual  fcene  of 
difcord  and  confufion,  inftead  of  the  friend- 
fhlp, harmony,  and  order  that  once  prevail- 
ed. And  the  entire  change  of  their  difpo- 
fitions,  the  illiberality  of  their  principles^ 
and  the  cruelty  of  their  inclinations,  are 
fufficiently  evinced  by  the  fhocking  and 
barbarous  treatment  we  experienced  there* 
in  for  almoft  twelve  months. 

This  province  includes  two  of  the 
largeft  and  moft  beautiful  rivers  in  North 
America,  viz.  the  Sufquehannah  and  the 
Delaware ;  the  laft  of  which  is  navigable 
near  two  hundred  miles,  including  the  Bay. 

Vot.  II.  X  At 
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At  Philadelphia  the  Delaware  is  a  mile 
and  three  quarters  wide,  and  becomes 
broader  all  the  way  down,  fome  parts  of 
Delaware  Bay  being  above  thirty  miles 
over,  and  at  the  mouth,  viz.  from  Cape 
Hinlopen  to  Cape  May,  it  is  about  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  miles  ;  juft  below  Wil- 
mington this  river  is  five  miles  over. 

The  Delaware  heads  not  far  from  Al- 
bany ;  and  from  the  fource  of  the  Mow- 
hawk's  branch  to  the  mouth  at  Cape  May 
and  Gape  Hinlopen  it  is  about  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles.  This  river  is  the 
boundary  between  Penfylvania  and  the 
province  of  New  Jerfey. 

Although  the  heats  in  fummer  are  ex- 
celTively  violent,  yet  the  cold  and  frofts 
in  winter  are  as  fevere,  even  to  a  degree 
of  rigour  not  to  be  conceived  in  Britain  ; 
and  this  extreme  cold  extends  alfo  through 
Maryland  and  part  of  Virginia. 

I  have  feen  the  vaft  rivers  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  the  Potomack  freeze  quite  over 
in  one  night  where  they  were  five  or  fix 

miles  wide. 

When 
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When  we  crofled  the  Sufquehannah 
upon' the  ice,  horfes  and  v/aggons  made 
a  common  road  over  it,  and  it  was  above 
half  a  mile  wide.  The  Delaware  and 
the  Potomack  are  alfo  croffed  in  the  fame 
manner  conftantly  every  winter  for  the 
fpace  of  two  months. 

When  a  thaw  comes,  and  the  ice  breaks 
entirely  in  thefe  vaft  rivers,  the  fight  is 
dreadful  and  tremendous.  The  rivers 
rage,  and  the  ice  roars,  arifes,  and  tumbles 
in  immenfe  cakes,  with  a  hideous  noife 
and  bellowing  not  to  be  defcribed. 

The  rivers  are  totally  impaflible  on 
fuch  occafions,  and  they  generally  continue 
in  that  condition  for  feveral  days. 

The  trade  of  this  province  was  very 
confiderable,  which  all  centered  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  a- 
mounted  annually  to  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  exports  j  and 
about  fix  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  in  imports ;  which  employed 
three  hundred  and  ninety-five  fall  of  fhip- 
X  2  ping 
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ping  inwards,  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty  outwards  ;  maintaining  and  giving 
bread  to  feven  thoufand  five  hundred 
feimen. 

The  trade  of  this  province  confifls  of 
grain,  flour,  timber,  provifions,  lumber, 
fhips  built  for  fale,  copper  ore,  iron  in  pigs 
and  bars,  befides  almoft  every  commodity 
of  Europe,  Afla  and  America,  this  being 
a  large  and  general  emporium  of  com- 
merce ;  but  wheat  and  flour  appear  to  be 
the  ftaple  or  principal  produce. 

The  merchants  of  Philadelphia  are  opu- 
lent, and  carry  on  a  very  extenfive  trade. 

The  warehoufes,  quays,  and  wharfs  are 
excellent,  with  water  fufEcient  for  fhips 
of  five  hundred  tons  to  load  and  unload 
clofe  to  them,  but  in  the  winter  it  is  dan- 
gerous for  large  veflels  to  remain  in 
this  river  on  account  of  the  driving  of  the 
ice. 

Here  is  alfo  a  large  and  commodious 
market- place;  and  a  college,  that  was 
very  floijrilhing  before  the  war. 

There 
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There  are  barracks  alfo,  convenient 
and  handfome,  which  were  eredted  for 
the  king's  troops  -,  and,  befides  feveral 
others  of  different  kinds,  there  was  an 
hofpital  for  lunatics  in  Philadelphia!  the 
only  one  in  America. 

In  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
made  or  rather  publiflied  by  the  Congrefs, 
this  province  is  fet  down  as  containing 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  includ- 
ing the  three  lower  counties  of  New- 
caftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex  upon  Delaware. 

I  conceive  this  to  be  over-rated  about 
fifty  thoufand  or  upwards  ;  and  above  one 
third  of  the  number  are  blacks.  A  great 
proportion  of  the  whites  in  this  province 
^re  Germans,  Swedes,  and  Irifh* 
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JOefcriptlon  of  the  Guard.  The  Captahi  by  Trade  a 
Porter.  Their  Behaviour.  Meet  feveral  Companies. 
of  Rebels.  A  curious  Scene.  Put  on  board  of  a 
Privateer,  and  thrown  into  the  Hold  in  Irons.  In^ 
flitted  and  maltreated  by  two  Amcrica7i  Colonels.,  by 
Trade,  one  a  Hatter,  the  other  a  Lighterman.  Ar^ 
rive  at  Baltimore.  Irons  taken  off.  Kindly  and  gen C" 
roufly  treated  by  the  Inhabitants.  Congrefs  difapprove 
of  this  Lcmt\^,  change  the  Guard,  and  order  us  to  be 
treated  with  great  Severity.  Iffecl  an  Efcape,  om 
retaken.  Set  fail  down  the  Chefapeak.  Land  on  the 
Ea/lerfi  Shore.  Mofl  alarming  Situation.  Find 
Jpriends.     M-eet  with  a  mofi  welcome  Reception. 

,UR  guard,  which  confifted  of  dll- 
mounted  dragoons,  was  officered 
with  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  and  a  cor- 
net; but  the  ferjeants  appeared  to  have 
the  principal  command,  the  officers  them- 
felves  being  obliged  to  obey  their  orders 
in  preference  to  their  own. 

The    captain    was    named   Jacobs,    by 

trade  z,  porter  of  Philadelphia,  by  birth 

I  a  Germans 
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a  German,  and  by  inclination,  difpo- 
fition,    and  infenfibility,   almoft  a  brute. 

Seven  of  us,  although  in  irons,  were 
delivered  to  this  fellow  as  gentlemen, 
with  orders  to  treat  us  with  attention  and 
refped ;  this  really  was  performed  in  an 
exemplary  manner,  as  the  captain,  lieu- 
tenant, and  cornet,  always  waited  upon 
us  in  perfon  in  every  menial  office,  and 
never  prefumed  to  fpeak  to  us  without 
cap  in  hand ;  notwithftanding  all  this, 
they  at  no  time  relaxed  a  tittle  in  their 
feverity  and  rigour,  which  they  exercifed 
upon  us  equally  ftridl:  as  on  the  privates, 
during  the  whole  journey ;  and  they 
really  had  orders,  in  cafe  of  a  refcue, 
efcape,  or  any  other  danger,  to  put  us 
all  to  death  immediately,  which  at  one 
time  they  had  almoft  adiually  put  in  exe- 
cution. 

During  this  march  we  met  feveral  com- 
panies of  rebels,  all  in  rags,  going  to 
reinforce  Wafhington's  army,  and  among 
the  reft  a  Captain  Cook  from  Mary- 
X  4  land 
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land,    with    two   hundred   men,     all    as 
drunk  as  lords. 

This  motley  crew,  perceiving  our  fear- 
let  cloaths  at  a  diftance,  took  us  for  an  ad- 
vanced party  of  the  Britifh  army,  cocked 
their  pieces,  intending  as  ufual  to  fire  and 
run  away  ;  but,  after  they  difcovered  that 
we  were  prifoners,  they  forgot  to  uncock 
their  firelocks,  or  to  form  their  line  of 
march,  and  as  they  pafled  us  a  great 
many  of  their  pieces  went  off  by  acci- 
dent. 

Several  of  them  who  were  failors, 
bawling  out  to  us,  **  What  chear,  bro- 
"thers?"  and  ftaggering  drunk,  blun- 
dered into  the  midft  of  our  ranks,  until 
their  heels  were  brought  up  by  our  irons. 
As  they  fell  their  firelocks  went  off,  more 
to  their  own  furprize  than  ours,  and  for-? 
tunately  without  doing  us  any  injury. 

They  got  up  again  on  their  feet,  as  well 

as    they   could,  wondering  to  fee  us  \x\ 

that   condition,  and    cried   out,  *'  D — n 

^^  my   eyes,  brothers,    don't    be    afraid. 

2  *'  We 
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f*  We  are  forry  to  fee  you  belayed  toge- 
»*  ther  though.  By  G— d,  you  are  good 
"  fellows,  and  fo  is  King  George  -,  but  no 
^*  matter  for  that  now.  Dr— n  my  eyes, 
^'  brothers,  you  ftiall  drink  fome  grog 
f*  with  us,"    &c. 

Upon  this  Captain  Cook,  their  doughty 
commander,  began  to  harangue  our  pooc 
fellows  with  all  the  pomp,  formality,  and 
fioth  of  felf-confequence,  noife,  and  folly, 
in  order  to  prevail  on  them  to  enter  into 
the  rebel  fervice. 

He  received  for  anfwer  a  general  huzza 
for  King  George,  which  incenfed  him  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  he  drew  his  fword 
againft  our  poor  fellows  In  jrops  ;  but 
pur  guards  drove  him  off. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  head  of  Elk, 
being  unable  to  proceed  farther  by  land, 
we  were  put  on  board  a  privateer  bound 
for  Baltimore  ;  and,  furely  it  muft  be  to 
mortify  us  and  render  us  uncomfortable, 
they  fent  our  little  baggage  and  cloaths  on 
\ii0^xdi  of  another  privateer. 

But 
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But  all  this  not  being  fufficlent  to  glut 
the  malevolence  of  thefe  favages,  they 
fuffered  two  of  their  colonels  to  take  pof- 
feilion  of  the  cabin  and  fteerage  of  the 
veflel,  and  thrufl  us  down  in  the  hold 
amongfl:  the  ballaft,  which  confifted  of  pig 
iron  and  ilones,  on  which  we  were 
obliged  to  repofe,  without  great  coats, 
flraw^  or  bedding  of  any  kind,  Hill  in 
irons,  every  two  being  chained  clofe  to- 
gether, although  we  were  guarded  by 
thefe  fixty  Germans,  befides  the  priva- 
teer's crew. 

They  even  carried  their  cruelty  fo  far 
as  not  to  fuffer  the  hatches  to  be  fhut  over 
us,  although  it  was  exceffively  cold,  and 
the  fnow  was  falling  faft  upon  us. 

In  this  condition  did  they  keep  us,  for 
two  days  and  nights,  until  we  arrived  at 
Baltimore,  without  abating  the  leaft  of 
their  rigour,  having  had  but  one  fcanty 
meal  of  indifferent  food,  during  all  this 
time,  which  we  brought  along  w^ith  us  ; 
and  through  the  whole  journey  we  were 

obliged 
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obliged  to  bear  our  own  expences,  and 
that  of  the  guard  likewife  ;  while  the  two 
colonels,  and  the  reft  of  the  rebel  officers, 
were  caroufirfg  in  eafe,  plenry  drunken- 
nefs,  and  riot,  and  were  perpetually  in- 
fulting  and  maltreating  us  the  whole 
time.  Thefe  fellows  were  Colonel  Price, 
a  hatter  in  Fredrick  Town,  and  Colonel 
Gunby,  an  illiterate  rude  fkipper  of  a 
common  bay  craft,  fomething  refembling 
the  coal  lighters  in  the  Thames. 

On  our  pafTage  up  the  Patapfco,  we 
paffed  a  fort,  which  had  been  erected, 
and  a  chain  or  boom,  cheveaux  de  frize, 
&c.  thrown  acrofs  the  river,  about  five 
miles  below  Fells  Point,  or  Baltimore, 
where  we  arrived  very  foon  after. 

The  committee  of  Baltimore  being 
much  difpleafed  at  our  being  in  irons, 
ordered  them  immediately  to  be  taken  off, 
and  pofted  a  captain's  guard  of  the  Mary- 
land matrofTes  over  us  ;  but  the  two 
MefTrs.  Goodriches  were  feparated  from 
us,  and  thrown  into  the  common  prifon, 

where 
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where  the  North  Carolina  officers  were 
alfo  confined. 

I  found  Baltimore  very  much  altered 
fince  the  lafl:  time  I  was  there ;  the  friends 
to  government  having  increafed  fur- 
piifingly,  and  even  the  difaffeded  being 
become  more  moderate  and  liberal  in  their 
ientimenfs. 

In  a  few  days  the  Baltimore  militia 
relieved  the  Maryland  matrofles,  and 
mounted  our  guard  ;  but  fo  generous  and 
friendly  vi^ere  they  to  us,  and  fuch  con- 
fidence did  they  repofe  in  our  words,  that 
they  not  only  carried  us  home  with  them 
to  their  houfes,  but  likewife  permitted  us 
to  go  at  large  for  any  length  of  time,  and 
to  any  place,  we  pleafed  ;  indeed  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Baltimore  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  fhewing  us  every  ci- 
vility and  kindnefs. 

This  indulgence  however  was  but  of  fhort 
duration,  for  as  foon  as  the  Congrefs  heard 
of  it  they  ordered  the  militia  to  be  re- 
in oyed,   aad  the  ?irtillery  again  to  mount 

Qur 
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onrguard,whichconrifted  of  fifty-two  men, 
of  thefe  nine  were  on  conftant  duty. 

Our  reftridions  were  again  rendered 
very  fevere ;  for  John  Hancock,  then 
Prefident  of  the  Congrefs,  and  Charles 
Thompfon  their  Secretary,  came  in  per- 
fon  every  day,  to  the  houfe  in  which  wc 
were  confined,  to  fee  that  the  rigid  orders 
ifTued  from  Congrefs  concerning  us  were 
ftri(3:ly  executed. 

This  Chriftmas  was  the  fecond  I  had 
paffed  in  this  province  while  a  prifoner  ; 
the  firll  being  at  Fredrick  Town. 

Our  windows  were  now  nailed  down, 
and  the  fame  feverities  attempted  to  be 
exercifed  towards  us  as  were  made  ufe  of 
in  Philadelphia;  but  as  we  were  not  in 
a  prifon,  find  as  the  individuals  of  our 
guard  were  generally  friendly,  our  con- 
finement was  not  rendered  Half  fo  ri- 
gorous and  intolerable  as  it  was  in  that 
city. 

Indeed  all  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland, 
efpecially  fuch  as  were  not  Germans,  and 
evea  many  of  them  likewife,  treated  us 

with 
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with  more  humanity,  liberality,  and  fre- 
quently even  generofity,  than  we  expe- 
rienced elfewhere ;  and  it  is  no  fmall  fa- 
tisfa£tion  to  me  to  be  able  to  give  this 
teftimony  in  their  favour. 

As  for  our  guard  they  were  chiefly 
Europeans,  and  in  general  fo  friendly  to 
us,  and  fo  well  afFedted  to  his  Majefty,  that 
could  I  have  brought  them  clear  off,  the 
greateft  part  would  gladly  have  come 
away  with  me. 

Being  informed  that  his  Majefty's  {hip 
the  Pearl  was  in  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  \ 
we  refolved  to  make  a  vigorous  attempt 
to  efcape,  that  we  might  get  on  board  of 
her  :  and  for  this  purpofe  I  privately  en- 
gaged a  floop  to  remain  at  anchor  wait- 
ing for  us,  about  feven  miles  below  the 
fort  chain  and  chevaux  de  frize,  for  which 
I  paid  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  a  day, 
to  convey  us  down  the  bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  tenth  of  January, 
1776,  having  provided  cords,  and  every 
iieceffary  implement  for  our  purpofe,  and 
having  engaged  a  guide  to  wait  for  us  at  a 

friend's 
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friend's  houfe  in  town,  we  bribed  the 
two  centinels  at  our  door  to  allow  us  to 
go  into  an  adjoining  empty  room,  and 
from  thence  we  defcended  to  the  ground 
with  ropes,  which  being  very  fmall  cut 
burnt  and  lacerated  my  hands  exceffively. 
This  rifque  was  very  great,  as  there  were 
three  centinels  below  who  had  not  been 
bribed,  and  from  whofe  vigilance  we  had 
every  thing  to  apprehend. 

The. danger  was  evinced  by  the  event; 
for  only  three  of  us  got  clear,  the  fourth 
being  taken  in  the  attempt. 

It  was  Captain  M'Lean  and  Slater  that 
efcaped  along  with  me;  Jones  was  re- 
taken, and  Wynant  was  left  fick. 

After  the  greatefl  rifques  imaginable, 
for  we  met  both  the  patrole  and  the  grand 
rounds  whom  we  avoided  by  lying  fiat 
on  the  ground,  and  after  a  very  fatiguing 
and  circuitous  route,  we  got  on  board  the 
floop  a  little  after  midnight,  hoifted  fail 
with  a  fair  wind,  and  flood  down  the  river. 
At  day-break  we  found  ourfelves  below 
Annapolis,  about  fifty  miles  by  water  below 

Baltimore, 
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Baltimore,  having  by  failing  in  the  night 
efcaped  the  dbfervation  of  the  forts  there 
and  the  privateers  and  fpy-boats  con-* 
ftantly  cruifing  off  the  harbour. 

About  noon  we  were  much  alarmed  by 
a  httle  privateer  that  kept  hovering  about 
us,  but  we  flood  boldly  on,  without  ap- 
pearing to  regard  her,  and  at  night  an- 
chored in  Hooper's  Straits,  near  the 
Tangier  Iflands ;  at  leaft  an  hundred 
miles  from  the  place  of  our  efcape. 

Here  we  received  the  difagreeable  In- 
telligence that  there  was  no  King's  fhip 
in  the  Chefapeak,  which  efFedually  dif- 
concerted  all  our  fchemes. 

This  piece  of  information  determined 
us  to  land  on  the  Eaftern  fhore,  and  pro- 
ceed acrofs  the  country  to  Lewes  Town, 
and  Cape  Hinlopen,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  where  we  heard  his  Majefty's 
iliip  the  Roebuck  was  ftationed.  For 
this  purpofe  I  ordered  the  floop  into  Nan- 
ticoke  River,  where  I  left  her  and  my 
companions  with  a  promife  to  fend  for 
them  next  day,  if  I  found  friends. 

At 
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At  this  place  I  hired  a  poor  man  to  car- 
ry me  in  a  canoe  down  the  Nanticoke,  and 
up  Wicocomico  River  where  I  underftood 
a  great  many  friends  to  government  re- 
fided ;  and  I  told  him  that  I  wanted  to 
purchafe  a  quantity  of  provifions  and 
plank.  Although  this  man  was  loyal,  I 
did  not  truft  him  with  our  fecret,  left,  on 
a  difcovery  of  his  having  afforded  me  any 
afliftance,  the  poor  man  might  be  ruined^ 

It  was  dark  when  we  fet  out,  the  night 
was  exceffively  cold,  freezing  even  the 
fait  water,  which  was  fix  or  feven  miles 
acrofs;  we  had  eight  miles  down  the 
Nanticoke,  and  five  miles  up  the  Wicoco- 
mico to  go,  and  I  never  fuffered  much- 
more  with  cold  in  my  life,  having  got 
wet  and  frozen,  and  the  river  being 
covered  with  ice  which  greatly  impeded 
our  progrefs. 

The  houfe  we  w^ere  bound  to  was  the 
old  man's  fon's,  and  when  we  arrived 
there,  about  midnight,  not  a  living  crea- 
ture was  within ;  we  were  obliged  to 
break  open  the  window  to  get  in  to  make 

Vol.  II.  Y  a  fire ; 
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a  fire  j  and  the  old  man  then  fet  out  In* 
fearch  of  his  fon,  leaving  me  alone  in  the 
houfe,  and  was  to  return  in  an  hour. 

That  time  elapfed  without  any  appear- 
ance of  his  return  ;  the  fecond,  and  even 
the  third  hour  paffing  in  the  fame  manner, 
I  began  to  be  exceedingly  alarmed,  efpe- 
cially  as  there  was  a  wind-mill  at  this 
place,  and  if  the  old  man  did  not  betray 
jhe,  which  I  really  apprehended,  fo  many 
people  would  come  to  the  mill  in  the 
liiorning  that  I  muft  certainly  be  dif- 
covered. 

My  fituation  here  was  fo  extremely  un- 
comfortable, that,  although  this  was  the 
fourth  night  and  day  I  had  paffed  entirely 
without  fleepj.  I  never  clofed  my  eyes. 
In  the  midft  of  an  unknown  hoftile  coun- 
try, with  a  very  high  reward  offered  for 
apprehending  me,  and  in  the  power  of 
utter  flrangers,  whofe  poverty  alone  might, 
induce  them  to  betray  me,  if  they  them- 
•felves  fhould  happen  to  entertain  any 
fufpicions  concerning  me,   every  anxiety 

and  dread  was  jullified. 

^  ■  5  After 
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After  another  hour  of  the  greateft  un- 
cafinefs,  the  old  man  at  length,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  returned,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  fon  and  all  his  family. 

In  the  morning  the  young  man  and  I 
fet  out  on  foot  for  the  fettlement  where 
the  loyalifts  chiefly  refided,  leaving  the 
old  man  to  remain  there  until  the  return 
of  his  fon,  and  then  ready  to  eiiecute  the 
Orders  he  brought  from  me. 

We  travelled  fixteen  miles  before  break- 
faft,  and  then  found  friends,  to  whom  I 
revealed  myfelf,  and  who  gave  me  a  mod 
cordial  and  kind  reception. 

I  then  feat  the  young  man  back  imme- 
diately, to  defire  his  father  to  bring  over 
my  two  companions  to  his  houfe  that 
night,  where  I  fent  horfes  for  them  ;  and 
before  day  they  arrived  at  the  place  where 
I  was. 

I  aded  thus  purpofely  to  difconcert  the 
enemy  in  cafe  of  a  purfuit,  which  it  eftedu-' 
ally  did ;  firft  by  fending  them  up  the  Nan- 
ticoke,  where  our  floop  lay  at  anchor  all 
this  time,  <and  after  the  moft  ftrid  fearch 
Y  2  af^er 
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after  us  there  in  vain,  for  we  came  down 
the  Nanticoke  again  in  a  canoe  and  went 
up  the  Wicocomico,  they  gave  up  the 
purfuit. 

About  a  year  afterwards,  our  route 
being  accidentally  difcovered,  when  they 
apprehended  the  poor  old  man  whofe  name 
was  Timmons,  he  cleared  himfelf  by  mak- 
ing an  affidavit  that  he  had  not  the  leaft 
knowledge  or  conception  who  wc  were 
that  he  had  been  employed  by,  which  was 
indeed  ftridly  true. 


.t 
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Offered  a  Guard  of  two  hundred  Men.  Decline  if, 
and  accept  of  two  Guides.  Receive  the  kindejl  AJJiJi" 
ajicefrom  many  of  the  principal  Inhabitants.  Arrive 
at  Indian  River.  The  Roebuck  left  that  Station.  The 
Falcon  touched  there j  but  would  Jiot  take  us  on  board. 
Cruel  Difappointment.  Ardour  and  Zeal  of  the 
Loyalifls.  InfurreBioJi  of  the  Loyalijls.  Perfuade 
both  Sides  to  difperfe.  Friendfliip  and  Kindnefs  of  the 
"  MeUy  and  great  Goodnefs  of  the  Wotnen.  CharaEler 
of  the  American  Ladies.  Deep  Snonv.  Difcover 
fome  Ships.  Set  out  in  a  Canoe.  Driven  out  to  Sea  in 
a  dark  flormy  Night.  Dreadful  Situation.  Acci- 
dentally difcover  the  Pre/Ion  in  a  prodigious  thick  Fog. 
Received  on  board  by  Commodore  Hotham  and  all  the 
Officers  of  the  Prefon.  A  Hurricane  dejlroys  the 
CanoCy   and  blozus  the  Ship  out  to  Sea. 

THE  friends  to  government  here 
were  happy  beyond  cxpreflion  at 
this  proof  of  my  confidence,  and  that  it 
was  in  their  power  to  affifl  us ;  offering 
\is  a  guard  of  two  hundred  men  to  convey 
us  fafe  on  board  the  Roebuck  at  Cape 
Hinlopen. 

y  3  This 
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This  ofFer,  more  confident  with  zeal 
than  prudence,  I  declined,  and  defired 
only  the  affiftance  of  two  guides  to  con- 
dud  us  privately  in  the  night  ;  and  of  a 
great  many  that  offered,  each  feemed 
more  defirous  than  the  other  to  be  made 
choice  of. 

Two  refolute  and  zealous  loyalifts, 
well  acquainted  with  the  country  and  in- 
habitants all  the  way,  accompanied  us, 
and  rendered  us  every  fervice  imaginable. 
They  were  named  Mr.  Hugh  Dean  and 
Mr.  Robert  Campbell,  both  Scotfmen  ^ 
the  firll  now  refides  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
the  latter  is  an  officer  in  the  feventy-firft 
yegiment. 

The  place  where  we  were  thus  kindly 
I'eceived  was  in  the  vicinity  of  a  fmaU 
town  named  Princefs-Ann,  the  court- 
houffi  and  chief  place  in  Somerfet  County, 
which  abounds  with  loyalifts  throughout. 

Every  night  we  were  vifited   by  fome 
refpedable  friends  of  government,  among 
whom  were  Mr.  Ingram  a  moft  worthy 
loyaUfl,  a  merchant  late  of  Norfolk  in  Vir- 
ginia, 
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ginia,  Mr.  Sheriff,  a  merchant  alfo,  both 
natives  of  Scotland,  and  Mr.  Jones,  then 
high  Iheriff  of  the  county,  now  a  Captain 
in  the  Britifti  fervice. 

The  didance  to  Cape  Hinlopen  was 
about  eighty- five  miles,  and  we  travelled 
in  the  night  for  privacy. 

After  feveral  difficulties  vre  arrived  at 
Rehoboth  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  Indian 
River,  and  there  to  our  extreme  concern 
and  mortification  we  were  informed  that 
the  Roebuck  had  failed  from  Delaware 
Bay  on  the  eighth  inftant,  juft  a  week 
before  our  arrival. 

But  on  the  day  following  his  Majefty's 
(loop  of  war  the  Falcon  having  landed 
fome  prifoners,  and  burnt  a  fchooner  at  the 
mouth  of  Indian  River,  we  fent  Sla- 
ter on  board  of  her,  in  a  little  canoe  or 
punt  that  could  carry  but  one  perfon,  to 
defire  the  Captain  to  fend  his  boat  for  us, 
and  for  two  gentlemen  of  the  firft  confe- 
quence,  property,  and  intereft,  in  the  coun- 
ty and  vicinity  of  Suifex,  named  Thomas 
Kobinfon  and  Boaz  Manlove,  Efqrs.  who 
y  4  w(a:c 
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were  alfo  perfecuted  for  their  loyalty, 
being  forced  to  abandon  their  families  and 
homes,  and  hearing  of  us  had  joiaed  com- 
pany. 

But  Captain  Linzee  of  the  Falcon, 
though  he  had  landed  fome  prifoners  near 
the  place  where  we  were,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon,  either  to  fend  his  boat,  or 
to  wait  only  two  hours  for  us  ;  although  he 
was  mofl  earneftly  intreated  to  do  fo  by 
Slater,  whom  we  fent  on  board  for  that 
purpofe,  and  who  alfo  particularly  and 
repeatedly  informed  him,  **  that  we  were 
Britifh  prifoners  efcaped  at  the  certain 
hazard  of  our  lives  from  a  long  and  mofl 
cruel  confinement,  and  that  two  of  the  firfl 
gentlemen  of  property  and  interefl  in  the 
country  were  alongwith  us,  extremely  anx- 
ious to  get  on  board,  being  driven  from  their 
homes  to  avoid  the  perfecution  of  the  rebels." 

This  was  inexpreflibly  difcouraging  to 
all  the  friends  to  government  ;  and  one 
of  the  mofl  truly  mortifying  difappoint- 
ments  to  us  that  we  could  poflibly  have 

experienced. 

Next 
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Next  morning  we  viewed  the  ocean 
with  many  a  longing  earneft  look,  Hill 
flattering  ourfelves  with  hope  that  the  ihip 
might  return,  but  all  in  vain. 

I  continued  with  the  two  gentlemen  I 
have  juft  mentioned,  all  well  armed  ;  and 
we  intended  to  keep  concealed  until  ano- 
ther fhip  of  war  fhould  arrive  an  the  coaft. 
But  from  that  time,  which  was  the  twen- 
tieth of  January,  none  of  his  Majefty's 
(hips,  nor  any  Britifh  cruifer  touched  at 
that  important  ftation,  until  the  twelfth 
of  March. 

During  this  time  the  American  frigate 
the  Randolph  came  down  the  Delaware 
from  Philadelphia,  proudly  cruifed  off  and 
on  the  Cape  for  three  days,  being  really  a 
very  fine  lofty  vefTel,  then  flood  out  to 
fea.  Taking  her  for  a  King's  Ihip  we  had 
almoft  gone  on  board,  but  foon  were  un- 
deceived by  our  friends,  who  were  inde- 
fatigable in  afliding  us. 

It  is  impoflible  to  do  juftice  to  the  ardor 
and  earneftneft  with  which  the  loyalifts 

endea- 
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endeavoured  to  ferve  us,   and  to  fuppoit 
;and  defend  his  Majefty's  interefl:. 

I  am  confident  that  there  was  not  one 
of  them  but  would  have  chearfuUy  loft  the 
iaft  drop  of  his  blood  for  the  King,  and 
for  Britifh  government. 

The  principal  gentlemen  of  the  country 
for  fixty  or  eighty  miles  around  came 
conftantly  to  us,  in  the  dead  of  night,  in 
order  to  affift  us,  and  to  furnifh  us  with  all 
the  intelligence  of  the  country.  They 
acquainted  me  with  the  very  favourable 
difpofition  of  a  great  majority  of  the  inha- 
bitants to  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
requefled  my  directions  for  their  future 
conduct. 

They  alfo  intreated  me  to  reprefent 
many  circumftances  of  great  importance, 
of  which  they  informed  rne,  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  (hould  I  be  fo  fortunate 
as  to  reach  New  York. 

I  advifed  them  to  cherifli,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  the  laudable  zeal 
of  thewell-affeded,  but  to  reftrain  their 
ardor,  and  at  all  events  to  avoid  or  prevent 

any 
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any  infurredloii  of  the  friends  to  govern- 
ment, until^  fuch  time  as  they  were  pro- 
perly fupported,  which  period  I  imagined, 
and  earnellly  hoped,  could  not  be  far  di- 
flant. 

But  every  exertion  for  this  neceflary 
purpofewas  fruflrated  by  the  rebels  having 
received  intimation  of  our  being  in  fome 
manner  affifted  by  Mr.  Dean,  whom  in 
confequence  of  this  they  (hot  through  the 
thigh,  and  began  to  commit  feveral  adts 
of  violence  and  oppreffion  towards  the 
friends  to  government. 

Upon  this  eleven  hundred  of  the  loyal- 
ifts  aflembled,  and  encamped  at  Parker's 
Mill>  near  a  fmall  town  named  Salifbury 
upon  the  river  Nanticoke,  in  Somerfef 
county,  Maryland,  where  they  blocked  up 
the  rebels,  who  had  alfo  colleded  in  Sa- 
liibury  to  the  number  of  three  hundred 
well  fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition, 
and  fmall- arms,  of  which  the  loyalifts 
were  utterly  deflitute  ;  yet  the  rebels  did 
|iot  dare  to  face  them. 

On 
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On  the  eleventh  of  February  about 
midnight,  a  meffenger  arrived  from  the 
loyalifls  with  the  above  mentioned  intelH- 
gence,  and  requefting  me  to  go  there  and 
take  the  command. 

Upon  this  I  confulted  with  the  principal 
gentlemen  in  his  Majefty's  intereft  in  the 
county  of  Suffex  upon  the  Delaware,  and  it 
was  concluded  by  every  one  that  we  ihould 
endeavour  to  keep  all  quiet,  until  a  proper 
fupport  fhould  arrive ;  as  fuch  a  number 
of  undifciplined  men,  without  order,  am- 
munition, officers,  or  arms,  and  without 
tents,  forage,  or  provifions,  taking  the  field 
and  entering  upon  adion  at  this  rigorous 
feafon,   muft   draw  upon   themfelves  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  Congrefs  from  all 
quarters  ;  and  they  would  not  only  be  cut 
off,  but  all  the  loyalifls,  and  the  whole  of 
his  Majefty's  intereft  on  this  fide  of  the 
Chefapeak,  (which  was  very  confiderable) 
muft  by  this  imprudent  and  ill-timed  mea- 
fure  be  inevitably  ruined. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  wrote  to  the  leading 
men  among  the  loyalifts  in  Somerfet  to  ufe 

their 
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their  utmofl:  endeavours  to  perfuade  both 
fides  to  difperfe,  without  injury  to  the  per- 
fons  or  property  of  any  of  our  friends  | 
yet  by  all  means  to  be  prepared  againfl  the 
worft,  as  the  faith  of  rebels  was  not  to  be 
relied  on;  defiring  them  to  fend  us  notice, 
by  a  faithful  meflenger,  if  the  rebels  would 
not  confent  to  this  propofal,  that  we  might 
then  exert  our  utmoft  efforts  for  the  com- 
mon caufe,  and  for  the  general  advantage 
of  his  Majefty's  intereft  ;  intending,  if  the 
rebels  were  determined  on  bloodihed,  in- 
flantly  to  feize  on  the  magazines  and 
artillery  in  Lewis's  Town,  to  raife  and 
embody  all  the  loyalifts  in  Suffex,  and  to 
make  ufe  of  the  moft  adlive  and  vigorous 
exertions  ag^inft  the  common  enemy  ia 
all  quarters. 

An  original  copy  of  this  letter  was  laid 
before  and  approved  of  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief. 

As  t]ie  whole  country  was  infefted  by 
marauding  parties,  to  prevent  a  difcovery 
I  put  the  letter,  rolled  up  like  a  fcroll,  into 
a  hollow  made  in  the  end  of  a  crooked 

flick. 
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flick,  plugging  up  the  end  fo  as  to  render 
it  imperceptible  ;  and  in  this  manner  fent 
it  by  Hoffington,  the  meflenger,  who  was 
to  ufe  it  as  a  fwitch  to  ride  with. 

He  was  taken  five  or  fix  times,  fearched 
and  examined  by  different  parties  of  the 
loyalifls  as  well  as  of  the  rebels,  but  was-dif- 
eharged,  and  at  laft  delivered  it  fafe  to  the 
perfons  for  whom  it  was  intended ;  after 
going  into  Salifbury,  and  difcovering  the 
pofture,  ftrength,  and  difpofition  of  the  j 
rebels  there. 

On  the  fixteenth,  Hoffington,  the  mef- 
fenger,  returned  with  information,  that  in 
confequence  of  this  letter,  and  the  earneflr 
endeavours  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  fent, 
both  the  loyalifts  and  the  rebels  had  dif- 
perfed,  and  each  returned  to  their  refpec- 
tive  habitations  ;  which  proved  to  be  a 
moft  judicious  and  fortunate  meafure,  as 
the  Congrefs  foon  afterwards  difpatched 
General  Smallwood,  and  Colonel  Gueft, 
with  five  companies  of  artillery,  fix  field- 
pieces,  and  fix  armed  veffels,  from  the 
Weflern  ihore  againft  them,  befides  two 

regi- 
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regiments  from  the  Eaftern  fhore  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  quell  the  infurredion  ;  who,  upon 
their  arrival,  finding  all  quiet,  returned^ 
after  committing  a  few  depredations. 

Although  there  were  fo  many  loyalifls 
In  this  country,  all  of  whom  I  verily  be- 
lieve would  have  chearfully  afforded  us 
any  afliftance  in  their  power,  yet  we 
thought  it  moft  prudent  to  difcover  our- 
felves  to  as  few  as  poflible  ;  neither  did  we 
inform  but  a  very  fmall  number  of  our 
bell  friends  of  our  fecret  places  of  re- 
treat, and  for  the  greater  fecarity  we  kept 
clofe  concealed  during  the  day,  making 
our  removals  and  excurfions  in  the  riijrht  i 
nor  did  we  ever  remain  three  days  toge- 
ther at  any  one  place. 

For  my  own  part  I  went  conftantly  well 
armed,  having  procured  a  firelock  and 
bayonet,  a  pair  of  piftols,  and  a  fword^ 
with  plenty  01  ammunition  made  up  into 
«artridgts;  and  I  never  went  to  reft  with- 
out all  thefe  at  my  fide,  nor  did  I  ever 
part  with  them  for  a  moment. 
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As  from  what  I  had  already  experienced, 
I  infinitely  preferred  death  to  captivity,  I 
was  mod  reiblutely  determined  to  defend 
myfelf  to  the  laft  extremity,  even  if  five 
hundred  men  fhould  attack  me,  for  they 
fhould  never  have  taken  me  alive.  This 
refolution  rendered  my  mind  tranquil  and 
eafy,  and  furnifhed  me  with  calmnefs  and 
confidence  in  the  midft  of  every  danger. 

Our  fituation  unavoidably  rendered  us 
liable  to  many  alarms. 

One  night  in  particular,  the  mafler  of 
the  houfe  wherein  we  were  concealed 
awaked  us  about  midnight,  and  informed 
us  that  we  fliould  all  be  taken  for  we  were 
furrounded  wtth  the  enemy,  and  by  the 
moon-light  we  could  plainly  perceive  that 
a  formidable  number  of  men  had  actually 
encompalTed  the  houfe  ;  we  immediately 
prepared  for  defence,  and  were  levelling 
our  pieces  againfl  them,  when  Mr.  Man- 
love  diftinguifhed  one  of  them  to  be  his 
brother. 

By  this  we  difcovered  that  they  were 
friends,  who  had  given  us  greater  furprize 

by 
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bj  endeavouring  to  avoid  it,  and  had  col- 
icd:ed  in  flich  numbers,  from  a  great  di- 
ftance  around,  altogether  by  accident,  to 
furnifh  us  vvith  intelligence  concerning 
the  rebels. 

But  although  the  men  in  this  loyal 
country  were  friendly  and  true,  and  ready 
to  afford  us  every  affiftance,  it  was  from 
the  goodnefs,  care,  and  fidelity  of  the  wo- 
men that  we  received  our  principal  com- 
fort. Their  endearing  fociety,  kindnefs  and 
attention  were  beyond  example,  and  made 
us  ample  amends  for  all  the  hardfhips  and 
dangers  of  our  perilous  fituation. 

In  what  has  been  formerly  mentioned 
about  the  ferocity  and  favage  brutality  of 
the  Americans,  the  ladies  muft  always  be 
exce'pted,  for  they  in  general  are  truly 
humane  and  benevolent 
•  Excepting  a  very  few  inllances,  during 
my  captivity  and  efcape,  the  conduct  and 
fentiments  of  the  American  women  have 
been  conftantly  amiable  and  good. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  country 
they  excel  the  men^  beyond  comparifon* 

Vol,  IL  Z  ia 
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in  every  appearance  and  accompHfhment, 
nor  are  they  equally  contaminated  with  ■ 
rebellion  ;  for  it  is  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon to  fee  the  wives  of  the  moft  violent 
rebels,  even  of  their  Generals,  perfedly 
loyal  and  well-afFe(5ted,  and  ready  to  fur- 
nifli  intelligence  and  affiftance  to  the 
friends  of  government,  at  every  hazard 
to  themfelves  and  the  greateft  rifques 
imaginable. 

I  always  reprobated  the  idea  of  the  fair 

fex  being  incapable  of  keeping  fecrets,  and 

here  it  was  my  fortune  to  experience  the 

falfity  of  it  in  the  moft  ample  manner, 

and  in  hundreds  of  inftances ;   being  in 

the  power  of  a  great  many  women  of 

every  defcription,  and  not  one  of  them 

ever  betrayed  me :   but  on  the   contrary 

they  have  frequently  concealed  me  in  their 

bed- chambers,  whilft  their  rebel  fuitors  (to 

whom  fometimes  they  were  even  engaged 

in  marriage  contrads,)  paid  them  vifits, 

which  they  contrived  to  render  as  fhort  as 

pofTible,  for  female  ingenuity  is  never  at : 

a  lois. 

Oa 


Xinited  S^dfes  of  Afnenca^        ^39 

On  the  feventeenth  of  February  we 
Were  joined  by  Dodor  P.  Kennedy  front 
Baltimore,  who  alfo  wifhed  to  take  refuge 
on  board  a  King's  fliip  from  the  petfecu- 
tion  of  the  rebels.  And  on  the  firft  of 
March  there  came  on  a  violent  fnow  ftorm, 
which  lafted  three  days^  and  was  then 
three  feet  deep,  a  circumftance  very  un« 
common  in  this  part  of  America. 

On  the  day  after  the  fnow  ceafed  falling, 
there  were  no  lefs  than  thirty-two  deer 
killed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where 
we  were  concealed. 

Apprehenfive  of  being  difcovered,  our 
fituation  having  now  become  particularly 
irkfome  and  dangerous,  not  only  from  the 
fnow,  which  enabled  our  footfteps  to  be 
traced,  but  alfo  from  this  long  delay  near 
one  place,  although  we  were  perpetually 
changing  our  hidden  retreats  fometimes  to 
very  con  fid erable  diftances  from  each  other, 
and  defpairing  of  a  fhip  of  war  arriving  on 
the  coaft  in  any  reafonable  time,  we  were 
forming  many  fchemes  of  proceeding  to 
New  York;  fometimes  of  croffing  the  De- 
laware Bay,  and  travelling  by  land  through 
Z  2  .the 
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the  Jerfeys,  fometimes  of  rowing  in  a  ca- 
noe all  along  the  coaft,  and  many  others 
equally  hazardous  and  enterprifing ;  when 
at  laft,  on  the  eleventh  of  March,  we  dif- 
Covered  two  lofty  fhlps  and  a  floop  ftanding 
in  for  the  Cape,  and  without  waiting  to 
hear  what  they  were,  immediately  pre- 
pared for  our  departure. 

At  night,  on  the  twelfth  of  March, 
after  taking  a  tender  and  affectionate  fare- 
well of  thefe  truly  meritorious  and  inefti- 
mable  friends,  who  at  every  pofFible  rifque 
had  rendered  us  fuch  great  and  eifential 
fervices,  we  fet  out,  in  a  canoe,  from  the 
head  of  Rehoboth  Bay,  bound  for  the 
men  of  war  at  the  Cape. 

There  were  eleven  of  us  in  the.canoe, 
viz.  Thomas  Robinfon  and  Boaz  Manlove 
of  SufTex,  Efquires,  Dotlor  Kennedy  of 
Baltimore,  now  a  Captain  in  his  Majeily's 
fervice  in  the  regiment  of  Maryland  Loy- 
alifl:s>  Mr.  Kollock  of  Suffex,  now  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  regiment  of  Loyal  Americans, 
and  myfelf,  befides  three  more  white  men, 
and  three  Indians. 

9  Our 


United  States  of  America,  341 

Our  canoe  was  formed  out  of  the  trunk 
of  a  fingle  tree  hollowed  or  dug  out,  and 
we  depended  folely  upon  oars,  as  thefe  kind 
of  veflels  are  at  beft  very  dangerous,  and 
never  carrv  a  fail. 

We  had  to  row  over  Rehoboth  Bay  fi.^ 
miles  to  Indian  River,  thence  four  miles 
over  the  bar  at  the  mouth,  then  eighteen 
miles  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  after- 
wards three  or  four  miles  within  Cape 
Hinlopen  to  Whorekill  Road,  in  the  en- 
trance of  the  Delaware  Bay,  where  we 
expected  to  find  the  fhlps. 

When  we  came  to  the  mouth  of  Indian 
River,  there  was  a  dangerous  bar  to  crofs, 
and  the  breakers  or  waves  were  running 
prodigloufly  high.  The  Iky  was  overcaft, 
the  night  was  lowering,  and  threatened  a 
llorm.  It  was  about  dark  when  we  ap- 
proached the  bar,  and  the  breakers  had 
really  a  dreadful  appearance. 

Every  one  but  myfelf  wiflied  to  return  ;  I 

promlfed,  perluaded,  and  intreated  them  to 

proceed,  but  in  vain,  they  all  were  averfe 

tQ  venture.     However  heing  at  the  helm 

Z  3  I  would 
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I  would  not  give  up  my  place,  and  before 
they  were  avi/^are  of  it  fleered  the  veflel  in- 
to the  midfl  of  the  breakers. 

There  was  then  no  pofllbility  of  turning 
back.  We  were  compelled  to  ftand  on, 
and  crofs  the  breakers  obliquely,  as  had 
we  attempted  to  change  our  courfe  the 
canoe  would  have  been  inftantly  overfet, 
and  every  foul  of  us  muft  inevitably  have 
perifhed. 

By  this  manoeuvre  I  got  them  over  the 
bar,  againft  their  inclinations ;  but  the  toff- 
ing  of  the  veflel  caufed  moft  of  them  to 
te  fea-fick. 

It  being  a  ftrong  ebb  tide  we  were  in^ 
advertently  carried  out  of  fight  of  land  ; 
but  after  fome  time  perceiving  the  light 
in  the  light- houfe  on  the  Cape,  we  fleered 
for  it. 

Wher^  we  had  rowed  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  miles  from  Indian  River,  and 
were  only  three  or  four  miles  fouth-eaft 
of  the  light-houfe,  a  violent  fquall  came 
on,  from  the  north- weft,  with  inceflant 
thuiiderj  lightning,  wind,  and  raia. 

Every 
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Every  one,  excepting  myfelf  who  was 
filent,  unanimoufly  refolved  to  return  and 
make  for  land  ;  and  they  rowed  back  for 
the  dillance  of  feven  miles  with  all  their 
might  before  they  took  time  to  refled-, 
how,  in  that  dark  ftormy  night,  they  could 
diftinguiih  the  right  channel  over  the  bar 
again;  and  if  we  miffed  it,  which  was  al- 
moft  certain,  the  canoe  muft  be  daflied  to 
pieces  by  the  breakers,  and  we  could  not 
poflibly  be  faved  from  deflrudion. 

This  refledion  fuggefted  by  me  caufed 
them  to  flop  all  on  a  fudden,  and  they 
next  propofed  running  the  veffel  on  (hore 
upon  the  beach,  and  carrying  her  acrofs 
it  to  Rehoboth  Bay. 

I  took  this  opportunity  of  perfuading 
them  to  return  in  fearch  of  the  men  of 
war  ;  reprefenting  the  danger  of  landing 
on  the  beach,  where,  the  breakers  run- 
ning prodigiouQy  high,  the  canoe  muil 
be  ftaved  before  we  reached  the  fhore, 
and  many  of  us  thereby  muft  be  inevitably 
loft.  Should  we  even  efcape  that  fate, 
we  would  not  all  be  able  to  carry  the 
Z  4  veflfel 
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ycffel  acrofs  the  beach,  which  was  a  mile 
and  a  hah  wide  over  deep  fand  hills,  to  the 
bay  ^  and  that,  as  we  nuift  then  land  in 
the  midft  of  our  enemies,  they  would 
certainly  difcover  us,  and  the  whole 
country  of  the  rebels  would  be  in  pur- 
fuit  of  us,  fo  that  we  could  not  poffibly 
efcapetucm. 

They  were  then  totally  at  a  lofs  what 
to  do,  as  there  feenied  to  be  nothing  but 
death  before  us  on  all  iides. 

Taking  advantage  of  this,  I  prevailed 
on  them  to  attempt  once  more  to  get 
round  to  the  Delaware.  I  cheared  up 
their  drooping  fpirits,  and  took  an  oar 
myfelf. 

With  amazing  fatigue,  and  very  great 
danger,  we  at  length  doubled  Cape  Hin- 
lopeUj  and  row^ed  all  over  Whorekill  Road, 
without  hearing  or  feeing  any  appear- 
ance of  a  fliip. 

The  night  was  very  dark,  and  it  was 
one  continued  florm  of  thunder,  light- 
ning,   wind,    and   hail,   the   violence   of 

whic}^ 
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^yhich  forced  us  to  the  fhore ;  glad  to 
get  to  any  part  of  it  withia  the  Cape  for. 
fhelter. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  we 
reached  land,  and  found  ourfelves  clofe  by 
Lewis  Town,  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  a  rebel  guard  ;  fo  that  we  dared  not 
kindle  a  fire,  or  make  the  leaft  noife,  left 
we  (hould  thereby  be  difcovered. 

In  this  fituation  we  remained  upon  the 
open  beach  during  the  reft  of  the  night, 
expofed  to  the  fnow,  wind,  and  rain. 

In  the  mean  time  we  fent  Captain  Kol- 
lock  and  one  of  the  Indians  to  the  light- 
houfe,  in  difguife,  to  make  enquiry  a- 
bout  the  fhips. 

In  about  an  hour  they  returned  with 
an  account,  that  two  fhips  had  been  in 
the  road  that  afternoon,  that  one  of  them 
had  ftood  out  to  fea,  and  the  other  lay  ^t 
anchor,  off  the  light-houfe,  abreaft  of  the 
Cape. 

At  five  o'clock,  juft  about  break  of 
day,  we  embarked   again  in  our  canoe, 

left 
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left  this    hoftile   fhore,    and   once   more 
launched  out  into  the  Atlantic. 

About  half  a  mile  from  land  there 
came  on  a  prodigious  heavy  thick  fog, 
fo  that  we  could  not  fee  twenty  yards 
around. 

Juft  before  the  mift  came  on  I  ima- 
gined that  I  difcovered  the  looming  of  a 
fhip  at  a  great  diftance,  and  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  a  fmall  pocket  compafs  fleered 
towards  the  place  where  fhe  feemed  to  be. 
Having  continued  that  courfe  for  an  hour, 
"without  hearing  or  feeing  any  thing,  they 
all  began  to  murmur  and  defpond;  our 
hands  likewife  were  fo  bliftered  with  row- 
ing, that  the  blood  ran  down,  and  we 
were  quite  exhaufted  with  cold  and  fa- 
tigue. Juft  then  we  heard  fomething 
like  a  grampus  fpouting,  and  rowed  with 
all  our  might  towards  the  found:  the 
iioife  was  foon  repeated,  and  we  were 
then  fenfible  it  proceeded  from  fpunging 
a  gun  :  this,  together  with  fome  chips 
and  trafh  floating  on  the  fea,  revived  our 
hopes,  and  cheered  our  drooping  fpirits  5 

and 
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and  foon  afterwards  the  crowing  of  a 
cock  put  it  out  of  doubt  that  a  Ihip  was 
nigh. 

Some  of  us  obferving  that  it  might  be  a 
rebel  frigate  it  alarmed  our  fears,  and  wc 
concluded,  if  we  found  it  fo,  that  we 
would  pafs  ourfelves  for  fome  people 
crofling  from  Cape  May  to  Lewis  Town, 
who  had  got  loft  in  the  fog,  and  were 
driven  out  to  fea. 

In  the  mean  time  all  on  a  fudden  the 
ihip  appeared  near  enough  for  us  to  dif- 
tinguifh  the  name  of  Preston  on  her 
ftern. 

Never  until  this  moment  did  I  con- 
fider  myfelf  out  of  danger  ;  and  I  now  felt 
fuch  a  tide  of  happinefs  and  joy,  that  it 
almoft  overpowered  my  fenfes. 

Every  perfon  in  the  fhip  was  aftonifh- 
ed  at  feeing  us  ;  and  the  worthy  Commo- 
dore Hotham,  as  well  as  all  the  officers, 
received  us  on  board  in  the  moft  hofpita- 
ble,  kind,  and  friendly  manner ;  fo  that 
it  almoft  eff"aced  the  remembrance  of  our 
difappointment  from  the  Falcon. 
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We  had  not  been  half  an  hour  on 
board,  when  a  perfect  hurricane  canie  on 
from  the  land  at  north-weft.  It  was  fj 
fudden,  and  fo  violent,  that,  before  our 
canoe  could  be  hoifted  on  board,  it  tore 
out  the  iron  ring-bolt  from  her  head, 
forced  her  from  the  fhip,  filled  her,  and 
fent  her  out  of  fight  in  an  inftant. 

It  alfo  drove  the  Prefton  out  to  fea ; 
and  every  officer  on  board  repeatedly  con-' 
gratulated  us  on  our  moft  fortunate  and 
Iiair-breadth  efcape  and  deliverance  :  be- 
caufe  had  we  not  found  the  fhip,  which 
it  was  really  aftonllhing  that  we  did  in 
fach  a  fog,  we  mull:  every  man  have  in- 
evitably perifhed,  as  (lie  was  four  or  five 
leagues  from  land,  and  w^e  could  not 
have  rov/ed  one  league  farther  before  the 
florin  came  on. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LXIX. 

7ake  a  jint'  Prize,  Singular  Circumjlance  attending  the 
Capture.  Go  on  board  the  Daphne.  Excellent  ReoH- 
lations  on  Board.  Affeciing  Story  of  a  heautiful  young 
Lady.  Set  fail  for  New  York  iviih  the  Prize  Ship  in 
Tozv.  Arrival  at  New  Tork.  Wait  upon  the  Ad- 
miral and  General.  Meet  with  many  Friends  and 
Acquaintances. 

THIS  gale,  which  had  hiflantly  dlf- 
perfed  and '  carried  off  the  fog, 
was  extremely  violent,  and  foon  forced 
us  out  of  light  of  land ;  but  it  abated 
towards  evening,  and  the  Daphne  with 
the  Hotham  Hoop  tender  and  two  prizes 
came  up  with  us. 

Mr.  Brov^n  a  midfhipman  and  I -went 
on  board  the  Hotham  floop,  and  we  all 
fleered  towards  the  Cape. 

As  we  were  all  clofe  hauled  we  in  the 
floop  went  confiderably  nigher  the  wind 
than  the  fhips,  and  at  break  of  day  they 
WTre  o\it  of  our  fight ;  but  we  difcovered  a 

fine 
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fine  fhip  Handing  in  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  to  which  we  gave  chace. 

We  found  ourfelves  gain  upon  her 
very  faft,  and  coming  up  with  her  juft 
off  Cape  May,  perceived  her  to  be  very  ^ 
handfome,  large,  and  formidable;  and 
we  could  alfo  diftinguifh  with  our  glaffes  j 
the  men  on  board  drawn  up  with  fmall 
arms  preparing  for  defence,  yet  flill 
fhe  flood  on  towards  Cape  May,  where 
the  channel  is  fh allow  and  hazardous. 
But  the  wind  dying  away  a&  foon  as  we 
came  pretty  clofe  to  her,  I  went  in  the 
boat  with  the  failors  and  marines  to  board 
her. 

When  we  approached  along-fide  we 
faw  eighteen  men  with  fmall  arms  jufl 
ready  to  fire  into  the  boat,  when  Mr. 
Graves,  who  commanded  the  Hotham, 
obferving  it,  at  that  very  inftant  fired  one  ^ 
of  his  two  pounders  into  the  fhip  amongfl 
them,  which  lucky  fhot  determined  her 
fate. 

All  her  hands,  twenty-fix  in  number, 

immediately  jumped  into  their  boats  and 

2  rowed 
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rowed  to  land,  after  lalliing  the  helm  hard 
up  in  order  to  run  the  fhip  on  fhore  on 
Cape  May,  being  then  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  it,  where  two  or  three  hun- 
dred rebels  were  drawn  up  under  arms 
ready  to  proted:  her  when  fhe  drove  up. 
But  the  fhip  wearing  quite  round  ran 
back  into  the  very  hands  of  the  Hotham 
floop,  who  immediately  boarded  and  took 
pofleflion  of  her. 

Taking  this  prize  gave  us  greater  fatis- 
fadion  and  pleafure,  becaufe  the  Hotham 
herfelf  was  but  a  trifling  fmall  floop  of 
no  force,  carrying  only  two  little  guns, 
two  pounders,  befides  a  few  fwivels. 

We  found  on  board  the  fliip  eighteen 
new  French  firelocks  lying  upon  the  deck 
all  loaded  ;  befides  five  hundred  ftand  of 
fmall  arms  in  her  hold,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  fifty- 
two  tons  of  lead,  a  large  quantity  of  fail 
cloth,  tents,  camp  equipage,  medicines, 
books,  and  even  all  their  papers,  letters, 
and  manufcripts.  A  moft:  valuable  prize; 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  what  it  would 

pro- 
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produce  at  fale,  as  the  lofs  the  enemy  fuf-^ 
tained  by  the  capture. 

This  (hip  was  named  the  Sally,  bound 
from  Nantz  to  Philadelphia,  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  tons  burden,  a  beautiful 
veiTel  Philadelphia  built. 

A  fine  breeze  fpringing  up,  we  Imme- 
diately flood  out  to  fea  with  our  prize, 
and  foon  came  up  with  the  two  men  of 
war  and  the  other  three  prizes ;  but 
ours  was  by  far  the  fined  and  moft  valu- 
able. 

The  wind  blowing  very  frefii,  and  all 
the  vefiels  lying  too,  I  went  oil  board  of 
the  Commodore,  and  foon  after  Captain 
Chlnnery  of  the  Daphne  came  on  board 
alfo. 

As  the  Daphne  was  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  New  York  with  the  prizes,  I 
went  on  board  of  her  along  with  Captain 
Chlnnery,  to  whom  the  Commodore  had 
introduced  me,  after  returning  my  mofl 
grateful  thanks  to  the  worthy  Com.mo- 
dore  Hotham,  and  to  all  the  officers  on 
board  the   Prefton,     for   their  attention, 
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civilities,  and  favours,  and  after  taking 
an  afFedionate  farewell :  thefe  polite, 
worthy,  and  very  refpedlable  gentlemen 
having  honoured  me  with  the  requeft 
that  I  would  keep  up  a  correfpondence 
with  them  ;  and,  although  that  has  been 
interrupted,  I  fliall  never  forget  their 
kindnefs,  nor  my  obligations. 

The  officers  then  on  board  the  Prefton, 
befides  Commodore  Hotham  and  Captain 
Uppleby,  were  the  three  Captain  Graves's, 
Captain  Totty,  vhe   honourable  Captain 

De    Courcy,    Captain   T ,    Captains 

Chriftian  and  Hart  of  the  marines.  Dr. 
Steedman,  chaplain,  Dr.  ClifFon,  furgeon, 
Mr.  Holwel!,  mafter,  Mr.  Titus  Livius, 
fecretary  to  the  commodore,  &c.  ;  and  a 
fet  of  more  agreeable,  accomplifhed  and 
deferving  gentlemen  never  lerved  his 
majefty  in  one  (liip. 

I  was  received  and  treated  on  board 
the  Daphne,  by  Captain  Chinnery,  Lieu- 
tenant Paul,  Lieutenant  Campbell  of 
Marines,  &c.  with  equal  attention  and 
kindnefs  to  what  I  had  met  with  on 
Vol.  IL  A  a  board 
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board  the  Prefton  y  but  a  conftant  and  fe- 
vere  indifpofition  dellroyed  all  relifh  for 
pleafure,  and  deprived  me  of  that  exqui- 
fite  joy  and  fatisfadion,  which  otherwife 
I  fhould  have  felt  at  my  fortunate  efcape 
out  of  the  power  of  an  illiberal,  vindic- 
tive, and  barbarous  enemy. 

To  my  very  great  concern  I  perceived 
that  my  conftitution  was  quite  broken,  and 
this  bad  ftate  of  health  occafioned,  by  long 
and  rigorous  confinement  among  the  re- 
bels, and  by  the  hardQiips  of  every  kind 
I  had  experienced  in  different  attempts  to 
efcape  ;  efpecially  in  the  iaft  cold,  wet, 
and  ftormy  night,  before  we  got  on  board 
the  Prefton. 

This  indifpofition,  which  had  been 
conftantly  increafmg  upon  me  for  eigh- 
teen months  paft,  was  now  become  fo 
extremely  fevere  that  I  really  did  not 
expert  long  to  furvive  it. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  ficknefs  I 
fhould  have  been  exceedingly  happy  in- 
deed on  board  the  Daphne,  for  Captain 
Chinnery  was  ope  of  the  beft  of  men, 

and 
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and  his  fhip  was  under  the  mod  excel- 
lent regulations.  Both  whipping  and 
fwearing  were  ftrangers  on  board,  and 
every  one  obeyed  the  commands  of  his 
fuperior  with  an  alacrity  and  chearful- 
nefs  that  made  their  duty  a  pleafure,  and 
rendered  the  fervice  endearing. 

To  meet  with  a  iady,  young,  hand- 
fome,  and  graceful,  on  board  the  Daphne 
out  at  fea,  it  may  well  be  imagined  occa- 
fioned  to  me  no  fmall  furprize. 

As  the  fhort'  but  melancholy  ftory  of 
this  unfortunate  young  perfon  is  uncom- 
monly affe(fting,  I  cannot  forbear  relating 
it,  as  one  of  the  multitude  of  fhocking 
inftances  of  barbarous  brutality  that  fo 
frequently  occur  in  the  country  which  is- 
the  feat  of  war  j  in  order  that  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  may  be  fenfible  of  their 
good  fortune  and  felicity,  in  being  fo 
long,  and  fo  far,  from  the  obfervation 
and  experience  of  fuch  lamentable  and 
wretched  fcenes. 

This  unfortunate  lady,  defcended  from 

a  good  family  in  New  Jerfey,  was  mar- 

A  a  2  ried 
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ried  while  very  young  to  an  American 
officer,  who  was  daflard  enough  to  aban- 
don her  at  Fort  Wafhington  in  York  If- 
land,  where  fhe  was  taken  in  the  powder 
magazine  by  a  private  foldier  of  the  Hef- 
fians. 

This  unfeeling  wretch,  deaf  to  all  her 
prayers  and  entreaties  to  be  reftored  to 
her  friends,  and  blind  to  her  beauty  and 
tears,  only  as  they  inflamed  his  luft, 
retained  her  as  his  abfolute  property,  and 
-compelled  her  to  be  fubfervient  to  all  his 
brutal  defn-es  and  drudgery. 

None  but  a  ruffian,  deilitute  of  fenfi- 
bility  and  common  humanity,  could  have 
•been  capable  of  fuch  barbarity  to  a  moft 
beautiful  and  delicate  young  creature, 
not  then  fifteen,  whofe  tears,  entreaties, 
and  diflrefs  would  have  procured  protec- 
tion and  affiftance  from  a  favage. 

The  Heffian  finding  his  captive  unfit 
for  his  principal  purpofe-^  vrz.  carrying 
his  plunder,  and  having  fufficiently  gra- 
tified all  his  defires   with  her,  adually 

fold 
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fold  her  to  a  Britifh  officer,  while  upon 
the  march  to  New  York,  for  a  fliilling. 

This  officer,  being  made  acquainted 
with  her  diftrefs  and  cruel  treatment,  not 
only  gave  her  her  liberty,  but  fent  her  to 
New  York  to  his  quarters,  and  fupported 
her  decently  therein. 

•  This  worthy  man  being  {lain  in  a 
fkirmifh,  the  poor  unhappy  young  lady 
was  thrown  upon  the  wide  world,  defli- 
tute  of  friends,  money,  cloaths,  and  al- 
moft  of  the  common  neceflaries  for  the 
fuftenance  of  life. 

In  this  deplorable  condition  fhe  was 
truly  to  be  commilbrated,  and  fell  a  vic- 
tim to  the  avarice  and  iniquity  of  one 
of  thofe,  I  had  almofl  faid  beails  of 
prey,  of  her  own  fex,  that  always  con- 
trive to  niake  a  property  of  unfortunate 
beatuty. 

It   was   in   this   fituation   that  (liC  had 
tome   on  board   the  Daphne  on  a  vifit ; 
and  the  fhip  being   ordered   out  imme- 
diately on  a  cruife,  £he  was  carried  to  fea 
A  a  3  without 
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without  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Chln- 

nery. 

This  lady  was  named  Sukey  Wajhing- 

ion,  after  the  fort  wherein  fhe  was  taken, 

and  by  that  fhe  is  pretty  well  known  in 

New  York. 

But  I  am  apprehenfive  there  have  been 

many  more  fuch  inftances  of  misfortune 

and  brutality,  although  the  unhappy  vie* 

tims  have  not  become  fo  public. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  March  about  noon, 
we  took  the  prize  fhip  in  tow,  and  fleered 
our  courfe  for  New  York,  with  a  fliff 
breeze  ;  having  made  an  obfervation  this 
day,  and  found  ourfelves  in  thirty-eight 
degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude;  the 
longitude  was  feventy-four  degrees  fifteen 
minutes  weft. 

The  wind  continuing  to  blow  frefh  and 
fair,  we  came  in  fight  of  Never-Sink 
Hills  (the  firfl  high  land  on  the  Ame- 
rican coaft  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
I^lorida,)  on  the  morning  following  about 
nine  o'clock  ;  and  foon  afterwards  arrived 
off   Sandy-Hook  ^nd    the    light  houfe, 

within 
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within  which  we  came  to  anchor,  with  all 
our  prizes  fafe,  and  remained  there  that 
night. 

On  the  day  following  the  Daphne  beat 
up  to  New  York,  the  wind  being  a-head, 
and  anchored  in  the  North  River. 

On  the  eighteenth  I  went  on  fhore, 
where  I  found  Caleb  Jones,  of  Princefs 
Anne,  Somerfet  county,  Maryland,  Efq. 
who  had  arrived   at   New  York  before 

me  in  the  Brune  frigate,  from  the  Chefa- 
peak. 

At  New  York  I  immediately  waited  on 
Lord    Howe,    and   Sir  William    Howe, 
then  his  majefty's  Commanders  in  Chief, 
&c.   and    had  the    pleafure   of   meeting 
with  Brigadier-general  Mac  Donald,  Cap- 
tain Campbell,  and  feveral  more  of  my 
much    efteemed  friends;   who,  after  the 
mutual  congratulations  on  our  being   fo 
fortunate,  contrary  to  every  former  ex- 
pedation  and  probability,  as  to  meet  to- 
gether once  more  in  the  much  prized  en- 
joyment of  liberty  and  real  freedom,  un- 
der   the   mild   and  benign  influence  of 
A  a  4  Britilh 
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Britifh  government,  and  in  the  protedioti 
of  his  majefly's  arms,  after  the  unex- 
ampled hardfhips,  feverities,  and  cruel 
maltreatment  we  had  all  experienced  from 
a  rude,  illiberal,  and  barbarous  enemy, 
continued  in  honouring  me  with  every  at- 
tention, civility,  and  kindnefs,  until  our 
duty  in  the  different  lines  and  fcenes  of 
action  in  his  majefly's  fervice  interrupted 
this  agreeable  intercourfe  of  friendfhip 
by  feparation,  being  ordered  to  different 
^nd  very  diftant  parts  of  the  vaft  contK 
ngnt  of  America? 


CHAF. 
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yyit  the  BritiJJi  Pojts  atuJ  the  Works  thrown  ■  tip  hj  'ih 
Americans.  Danbury  Expeditio?i.  New  England. 
Accoimt  of  the  Countiyy  InhahitantSy  l^c.  Their 
Jnhofpitality  and  In^uifitivenejs .  ConneEl'icut  River, 
Hartford.  New  Haven.  Number  of  Inhabitants  in 
Conne5iicutf  Rhode  Iflandy  MafaehuJJets  Bay  and 
New  Hhmpfnre.  Ne%vport.  Providence.  Bo/Ivn, 
Salem.     Portfmouth, 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  con- 
tinuance of  my  bad  ftate  of  health, 
I  immediately  vifited  all  the  pofls  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  YorJs  -  occupied  by  the 
Britifh  troops,  and  viewed  the  multitude 
of  works,  ail  over  the  ifland,  thrown  up 
by  the  rebels,  which  will  remain  lafting 
monuments  of  American  folly  and  fear- 
fulnefs,  notwithllanding  they  have  fo  un- 
expededly,  even  to  themfelves,  fucceeded 
in  their  wild  and  fatal  purfuits,  far  be- 
yond their  moft  fanguine  and  prefump- 
tuous  hopes. 

Contrary  to  the  advice  of  all  my  friends 

J  alfo  accompanied  an  expedition  to  Dan- 

S  bury 
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bury  in  Connedlcut,  where  we  deflroyed 
a  great  quantity  of  ftores,  &c.  colleded 
by  the  rebels,  and  depofited  there  as  in 
a  place  of  abfolute  fecurity. 

But  as  the  particulars  of  this  excur- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  all  the  other  expedi- 
tions, campaigns,  engagements  and  fkir- 
miihes  in  which  I  had  the  honour  of 
ferving  his  majefty  during  the  war,  will 
be  given  in  the  regular  chain  of  events 
as  they  occurred,  in  a  feparate  volume  or 
appendix,  I  fhall  pafs  it  over  here,  and 
only  mention  the  appearance  oif  the  coun- 
try, and  the  inhabitants,  to  a  perfon 
totally  a  ftranger  and  unacquainted  with 
them. 

However  from  the  very  difadvanta- 
geous  occurrences  and  events  attending 
my  vifit  to  that  province,  during  the 
circumfcribed  diftance  and  ftay  I  made 
therein,  this  account  muft  unavoidably 
be  incorred,  curfory,  and  fuperficial, 
and  cannot  be  placed  in  competition 
with  that  already  given  of  the  more 
fouthern  provinces,  through  which  I  had 

very 
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very  often  travelled  under  more  agree- 
able and  favourable  circumftances,  and 
had  frequent  and  ample  opportuni- 
ties of  becoming  much  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  their  inhabitants,  cuftoms, 
difpofitlons,  fentiments,  commerce,  pro- 
duce, agriculture,  and  foil,  as  well  as 
the  appearance  of  the  country,  the  beau- 
ties of  the  perfpe(3:ive,  and  the  extent  of 
the  rivers  and  fettlements. 

The  whole  face  of  nature,  as  well  as 
the  manners  and  dialect  of  the  people 
here  are  widely  different  from  that  of 
the  fouthern  provinces,  and  greatly  to 
the  difadvantage  of  New  England. 

The  land  in  general  is  broken,  poor, 
and  ftoney,  excepting  on  the  banks-  of 
rivers,  where  there  is  a  narrow  flip  of 
rich  low  grounds  on  each  fide,  commonly 
converted  into  meadows. 

The  timber  is  inferior  In  magnitude 
and  height,  the  Indian  corn  itfelf  is  of  a 
diminutive  growth,  and  every  other  pro- 
duce of  a  worfe  quality,  as  well  as  lefs  in 
quantity. 

The 
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Tlie  inhabitants  too  are  poflefTed  of 
narrow  principles,  bigotted  and  illiberal. 
Almoft  univerfaliy  fanatics  in  religion, 
their  manners,  ciifloms,  and  opinions  are 
ilrongly  tindlured  with  puritanifm,  their 
fentiments  confined,  and  their  benevo- 
lence of  mind  extremely  limited. 

At  the  fame  time  that  they  are  defti- 
tute  of  that  hofpitality,  and  generous 
opennefs  of  heart,  fo  prevalent  in  the 
fouthern  provinces,  they  fuper-abound  in 
impertinent  curiofity,  and  troublefome 
inquifitivenefs.  A  ftranger  may  travel 
in  New  England  many  a  day  without 
being  once  afked  to  eat  or  drink  ;  but  he 
cannot  call  at  any  houfe  whatever  without 
being  required  to  give  an  account  of 
himfelf  by  every  perfon  therein,  and  in- 
deed frequently  by  thofe  that  may  over- 
take him  as  he  rides  along  the  road. 
They  will  defire  to  know  "  Whence  he 
"  came  ?  Where  he  is  going  ?  What  his 
*'  bufmefs  is  there?  How  long  he  in- 
*'  tends  to  ilay  ?  Whether  he  will  return 
"  that  way  ?   Likewife  his  name,  ePiate, 

family, 
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*^  family,  fituatlon  in  life,  general  opi- 
'*  nions,  and  future  intentions  ?" 

But  on  Sundays  he  muft  not  travel  at 
all,  not  even  to  change  his  inn  for  the  fake 
of  better  accommodations. 

Property  in  this  country  is  very  much 
divided,  and  even  fubdivided  ;  fo  that  you 
will  feldom  fee  a  confiderable  farm,. al- 
though almofl  every  houfe  or  family  in 
the  towns  or  townfhips  have  a  fev^  acres 
annexed  to  them,  yet  thefe  fmall  portions 
of  land  are  by  no  means  cultivated  to  the 
beft  advantage  as  might  be  expe(5led,  for 
agriculture  here  is  ftill  in  its  infancy,  and 
not  equal  to  the  ftate  thereof  in  any  of  the 
reft  of  the  provinces. 

Excepting  Bofton,  Newport,  and  a  ve- 
ry few  others,  the  towns  in  general  are 
no  better  than  ftraggling  villages,  yet  thefe 
undoubtedly  are  numerous,  confidering 
the  inferiority  of  the  foil  as  well  as  cli- 
mate. 

However  it  muft  not  be  imagined  but 
that  there  are  fome  trad:s  of  good  land, 
as  well  as  a  few  hofpitable  people   to  be 

met 
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met  with,  throughout  the  whole  four  ot 
thefe  wide  extended  and  thick  fettled  pro- 
vinces of  New  England  :  it  would  be  a 
very  ftrange  thing  indeed  if  it  was  not  fo  j 
but  certain  it  is,  that  the  generality  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  bulk  of  the  land  is  far 
otherwife. 

The  New  Englanders  are  difliked  by  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  other  provinces,  by 
whom  they  are  called  TankeySy  by  way  of 
derifion,  and  they  feem  to  return  a 
fimilar  kind  and  degree  of  affection  to- 
wards all  the  reft ;  yet  at  the  fame  time 
appear  to  acknowledge  a  kind  of  an  infe- 
riority, for  they  a<3:ually  depend  upon  the 
fouthern  provinces  for  the  principal  part 
of  the  bread  they  eat  ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  every  winter  their  floops,  fchooners 
and  fmall  veflels  are  fwarming  in  all  the 
ports  and  rivers  fouth  of  New  York, 
where  they  purchafe  Indian  corn  and  other 
grain  ;  for  which  in  return  they  give  rum 
of  an  inferior  quality,  molafles,  cordials, 
dried  fiih,  and  all  kinds  of  European  goods 

but 


United  States  of  ^?nerica,         367 

Dut  always  of  the   word   and  cheapeft 

kinds. 

In  fad  they  are  the  Dutch  of  America  ; 
and  have  engrofled  the  fame  fliare  of  com- 
merce there,  as  the  others  have  done  in 
Europe  i  deriving  their  fubfiftence  alfo  in 
a  fimilar  manner  from  fifhing  and  trade. 

In  the  fifhing  feafon  they  repair  to  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  where  they  fel- 
dom  fail  of  loading  their  vefTels  ;  and  the 
reft  of  the  year  they  trade  to  the  fouthern 
provinces,  the  Weft  Indies,  -and  even  to 
Europe. 

In  thefe  fiftiing  as  well  as  trading  voy- 
ages it  is  their  general  cuftom  for  every 
man  in  the  veflel  to  have  fome  concern  or 
lliare  in  the  cargo,  and  confequently  in  the 
profits  of  the  trade. 

Although  New  England  abounds  with 
excellent  harbours  for  fmall  vefTels,  yet 
there  is  no  confiderable  river  in  all  the  four 
provinces,  excepting  Connecticut  River 
in  the  province  of  that  name,  and  Merry- 
mack  River,  Sagahadock  River,  Kenebeck 
8  River, 
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River,    and   Penobfcot   River,    In    NeW 
Ha  mp  (hire. 

Of  all  thefe,  Connedicut  River  Is  much 
the  fineft,  largeft,  and  moft  valuable,  as  well 
as  the  beft  fettled  and  the  longeft ;  being 
about  three  hundred  miles  from  itsfource, 
notfar diflant  from  lake  St.  Pierre  in  the 
river  of  St.  Laurence  in  Canada  where  it 
interlocks  with  the  head  branches  of  the 
river  St.  Francis,  to  the  mouth  between 
the  inconfiderable  villages  of  Saybrook 
and  Lyme  in  the  Sound  which  feparates 
Long  Ifland  from  the  Continent. 

This  river  is  navigable  for  fmall  craft 
as  far  as  the  town  of  Hartford,  which  is 
about  thirty-five  miles  from  its  entrance 
into  the  Sound. 

The  courfe  of  the  Connedicut,  from  Its 
fource  being  nearly  fouth-by-weft  to  its 
mouth,  includes  feveral  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, viz.  from  forty-five  degrees  two 
minutes  to  forty-one  degrees  fifteen  mi- 
nutes north. 

In  the  exaggerated  calcuLulon  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants  publlflied  by  the 

Congrcfs, 
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Congrefs,  the  province  of  Connediciit  was 
faid  to  contain  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  thoLifand  ;  the  province  of  Rhode 
Ifland  fifty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
feventy- eight  ;  the  province  of  Maflachu- 
fet's  Bay  four  hundred  thoufand  ;  and  the 
province  of  New  Hampfliire  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  ;  being  altogether  eight 
hundred  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  feventy-eight. 

This  undoubtedly  is  very  confiderably 
beyond  the  truth  ;  for  in  the  laft  adual 
numbering  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  for  proportioning  the  afleffment 
for  taxes,  in  1783,  Connecticut  contained 
two  hundred  and  fix  thoufand;  Rhode 
Ifland  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  ;  Maf- 
fachufet's  Bay  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  ;  and  New  Hampftiire  eighty-  / 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  ;  amounting 
to  fix  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand 
fix  hundred  fouls  in  all  the  four  New  Eng- 
land governments,  of  which  about  one 

Vol.  II.  Bb  twen- 
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twentieth  part  are  Negroes  and  civilized 
Indians. 

The  capital  of  Connedicut  is  Hartford, 
but  the  towns  of  New  London  and  New- 
haven  are  certainly  more  confiderable  than 
it;  the  reft  of  the  towns,  as  has  been 
obferved  before,  are  nothing  better  than 
fcattering  villages,  yet  many  of  them  con- 
taining a  number  of  inhabitants  nearly 
equal  tQ  thofe  of  the  towns  above  men- 
tioned. 

Of  the  government  of  Rhode  Ifland, 
Newport  is  the  capital,  and  is  a  large  and 
very  beautiful  town,  with  an  excellent 
harbour.  Excepting  Providence,  which 
is  alfo  a  confiderable  town,  there  is  none 
elfe  of  note  in  this  province. 

Bofton,  the  capital  of  Maffachufets 
Bay,  is  one  of  the  largeft,  moft  populous^ 
and  fineft  cities  in  North  America ;  pof- 
feffmg  an  excellent  harbour,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  delightful  perfpeclive  views  from 
every  fide. 

Salem  in  this  province  is  the  next  In 
magnitude  to  Bofton,  and  the  reft  of  the 

towns- 
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towns  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Connedicut, 
but  confiderably  larger. 

New  Hampfliire  is  ftill  in  its  infancy, 
and  its  capital  Portfmouth  is  but  a  fmall 
infignificant  place,  not  near  fo  confider- 
able  as  many  of  the  towns  in  the  other 
provinces  which  have  not  been  thought 
fufficiently  deferviiig  of  notice  even  to  be 
named  here. 


B  b  2  CHAP, 
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Dejcript'ton  of  New  Y'orh.  Its  delightful  a?7d  advafita-.- 
gesus  Situation.  Fort  Wajhington.  Long  Iftand.  De- 
fcription  of  it.  Hell  Gates  ^  a  dreadful  and  dangerous 
Strait.  Defcription  thereof  Hampflead  Plains.  An 
Account  of  them.  A  very  ftngular  Injecl.  Dangerous 
Sand  Banks.  Lofs  of  the  Liverpool.  Defcription  of 
Staten  I/land.  Account  of  the  North  River.  Mohawks 
River  ^  and  HudfoiCs  River.  Albany.  Trade  of  New 
Tork.  Fire.  Dutch  Inhabitajits.  Number  of  Soids  in 
the  Province. 

AVING  made  many  excurfions  over 
the  greateft  part  of  Long  Illand,  as 
well  as  Staten  Illand,  York  Ifland,  and 
Weft  Chefter  County  on  the  continent,  in 
the  government  of  New  York,  I  fhall  em- 
brace this  opportunity  of  giving  a  flcetch 
of  thefe  places,  in  a  manner  that  has  not 
been  generally  defcribed. 

The  city  of  New  York,  the  capital  of 
the  province,  is  beautifully  fituated  on  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  an  ifland  of  the 
fame  name,  which  is  about  fixteen  miles 

in 
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in  length,  and  not  more  than  three  miles 
wide  in  the  broadeft  part. 

This  ifland,  being  a  county  in  Itfelf 
named  after  the  capital,  is  formed  by  the 
Hudfon  or  North  River  on  the  weft  ;  the 
Eaft  River,  which  is  the  name  of  the  nar- 
roweft  extremity  of  the  Sound,  or  arm  of 
the  fea,  that  feparates  Longlfland  from  the 
Continent,  on  the  fouth-eaft  ;  and  a  fmall 
branch  or  natural  canal  named  Haerlem 
River,  King's-Bridge  River,  or  Spiking 
Devil,  on  the  north,  which  communicates 
between  the  North  River,  and  the  Eaft 
River,  near  a  place  on  the  laft  mentioned 
River  named  Hell  Gates. 

Nothing  can  be  more  delightful  than 
the  fituation  of  New  York,  commanding  a 
variety  of  the  moft  charming  profpeds 
that  can  be  conceived. 

It  is  built  chiefly  upon  the  Eaft  River, 
which  is  the  heft  and  fafeft  harbour  and  is 
only  fomething  more  than  half  a  mile  wide. 

The  North  River  is  better  than   two 

miles  over  to  Powles  Hook,   which  is  a 

ftrong  work  oppofite  to  New  York,  is  ex- 

B  b  3  pofed 
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pofed  to  the  north  winds,  and  to  the 
driving  of  the  ice  in  the  winter,  whereby 
ihips  are  prevented  from  lying  therein 
during  that  feafon  of  the  year. 

The  land  on  the  North  River  fide  is 
high  and  bold,  but  on  the  Eaft  River  it 
gradually  defcends  in  a  beautiful  declivity 
to  the  water's  edge. 

The  town  is  entirely  commanded  by  a 
conGderable  eminence  in  Long  Ifland,  di- 
redly  oppofite  to  it,  named  Erookland 
Heights,  on  which  a  ftrong  regular  fort, 
with  four  baftions,  has  lately  been  ereded 
by  the  British  troops. 

About  a  third  and  it  is  faid  the  moil 
beautiful  part  of  this  town  has  been  de- 
ilroyedby  a  fire,  which  happened  foon  after 
it  v/as  taken  poflefTion  of  by  his  Majef- 
ty's  forces  :  and  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
this  moft  iniquitous  and  abominable  action 
was  committed  by  the  American  incendi- 
aries, feveraiof  whom  were  deteded  in  the 
infamous  fa£t  of  fetting  fire  to  combuflibles 
purpofely  placed  in  the  houfes,  and  immer 

d  lately 
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diately  were  thrown  into  the  flames  by  the 
enraged  foldiery. 

This  city,  while  in  poffeflion  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops,  might  contain  about  thirty 
thoufand  fouls,  but  the  numbers  muft  be 
diminifhed  at  leaft  one-third,  perhaps  one- 
half,  or  more,  by  the  evacuation. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  mofl  de- 
lightful fituations  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
York,  which  is  really  a  very  beautiful 
country. 

The  harbour,  efpecially  the  Eaft  River, 
is  one  of  the  beft  in  the  world,  being  fhel- 
tered  from  every  wind,  having  excellent 
anchoring  ground,  and  fufficient  depth  of 
water  for  fhips  of  the  line,  which  could  al- 
moft  lay  their  broadfides  to  the  wharfs. 

To  defcribe  the  works  thrown  up  by 
the  Americans  upon  this  ifland  would  take 
up  more  room  than  this  volume  can  af- 
ford, or  the  fubjed;  deferves,  as  they  ac- 
tually cover  the  whole  ifland. 

Two  only  I  {hall  take  notice  of,  viz.  a 

flrong  work  on  an  eminence,  juft  at  the 

entrance  iuto  the  tow^n  from   the  land, 

B  b  4  which 
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which  is  named  Bunker's-hill  ;  the  other 
is  fort  Wafhington,  or  Kniphaufen,  on  the 
North  River,  whofe  banks  are  every  w^here 
very  high  and  particularly  fo  at  this  place, 
juil  ten  miles  north  from  New  York. 

The  fituation  of  this  fort  is  fingularly 
llrong  and  advantageous,  fo  as  to  be  ca- 
pable of  being  rendered  almoft  impreg- 
nable ;  but  all  this  country  abounds  with 
flrong  and  commanding  fituations. 

King's-Bridge  which  joins  the  northern 
extremity  of  this  ifland  to  the  continent,  is 
only  a  fmall  wooden  bridge,  and  the  coun- 
try around  is  mountainous,  rocky,  broken, 
and  difagreeable,  but  very  ftrong, 

Amongft  the  multitude  of  elegant  feats 
upon  this  ifland  there  are  three  or  four 
uncommonly  beautiful,  viz.  Governor  El- 
liot's, Judge  Jones's,  'Squire  Morris's,  and 
•  Mr.  Bateman'^. 

And  oppofite  upon  the  Continent,  juft 
above  Hell-gates,  there  is  a  villa,  named 
Morrifania,  which  is  inferior  to  no  place 
in  the  world  for  the  beauties,    grandeur, 

and 
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and  extent  of  perfpedive,  and  the  elegance 
of  its  fituation. 

New  York  is  juft  thirty  miles  north  , 
from  the  fea,  which  is  at  Sandy  Hook^ ; 
and  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  that 
enjoys  the  advantages  of  every  kind  pe- 
culiar to  the  fineft  navigable  rivers  more 
amply  than  New  York. 

The  land  in  the  country  adjacent  is 
ftrong,  ftiff,  rocky,  and  broken,  the  inclo- 
fures  being  generally  made  of  ftone. 

Long  Ifland,  which  is  in  this  govern- 
ment, is  the  largeft  ifland  from  Cape  Flo- 
rida to  Cape  Sable,  and  is  indeed  a  very 
fine  and  moft  valuable  one.  It  is  an  hun- 
dred and  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  about 
fifteen  miles  broad  at  a  medium,  extending 
from  oppofite  Staten  Ifland,  and  Sandy 
Hook  in  the  Jerfeys,  to  Montock  Point, 
which  is  oppofite  to  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland. 

All  the  fouth-eafl:  fide  of  Long  Ifland, 

or  as  it  is  called   therein  the  fouth   fide, 

next  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  is  low,  level, 

fandy,  arid  infertile,  having  extenfive  bays 

7  running 
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running  within  the  land  almoU:  the  whole 
length  of  the  ifland.  The  north-wefl; 
fide,  or  as  it  is  there  called  the  North  fide, 
next  to  the  Continent,  is  high,  hilly,  and 
broken,  with  numbers  of  fine  harbours, 
creeks,  and  bays,  and  abundance  of  excel- 
lent fituations,  and  rich  land.  Through 
the  middle  of  the  illand  length-ways,  there 
runs  a  chain  of  high  hills,  which  com- 
mand a  view  of  the  ocean,  and  a  great 
variety  of  the  mofl  delightful  and  extea- 
five  profpeds.  '  \ 

Two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
illand,  efpecially  on  the  weft  end,  are  of 
low  Dutch  extraction,  and  continue  to 
make  ufe  of  their  cuftoms  and  language 
in  preference  to  Englifh,  which  however 
they  alfo  under ftand. 

But   they   differ    materially   from    the 

Hollanders   in  the  article  of  cleanlinefs, 

thofe  in  Long  Ifland  being  not  only  con- 

llantly  inveloped  in  dirt  and  naftinefs,  but 

their  houfes  and  food  are  often  rendered 

almoft  intolerable  with  filth  and  unclean- 

nefs. 

There 
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There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  foclcty 
amongfl  thefe  people,  at  leaft  for  a  Briton, 
for  they  and  their  conftant  companions  the 
hogs  and  cattle  appear  to  poflefs  an  equal 
ihare  of  fenfibility  and  fentiment.  Many 
of  them  however  are  opulent,  and  they 
^11  live  well,  or  rather  plentifully. 

In  the  whole  province  of  New  York 
there  are  fourteen  counties ;  of  which 
three  are  in  Long  Ifland,  viz.  King's 
County,  Queen's  County,  and  Suffolk 
County,  The  two  firft  are  in  the  weft 
end  of  the  ifland,  and  the  lail  includes 
all  the  middle  and  eaft  end,  being  above 
half  the  ifland. 

The  inhabitants  of  King's  County  are 
almoft  entirely  Dutch.  In  Queen's 
County  four  fifths  of  the  people  are  fo 
Jikewife ;  but  the  other  fifth,  and  all  Suf- 
folk County  are  Englifh,  as  they  call 
themfelves,  being  from  Englifh  anceftors, 
and  ufing  no  other  language. 

The  towns  in  this  ifland,  as  upon  the 
continent  in  New  England,  are  little 
better  than  fcattering  villages,   and    the 

manner 


380  A  T^our  in  the 

manner  of  living  of  the  inhabitants  is 
pretty  much  fimilar,  but  deftitute  of  that 
degree  of  illiberality  and  narrow- minded- 
nefs,  which  proceeds  from  the  fanaticifm 
of  the  New  Englanders  ;  for  in  Long 
Ifland  there  is  fome  fmall  fhare  of  hofpi- 
laUty,  and  fometimes  indeed  of  genero- 
fity,  to  be  met  with.  This  however  is 
much  more  prevalent  among  the  Englifh 
inhabitants  than  among  the  Dutch. 

Although  confiderable  numbers  ^of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  have  acquired 
much  money  during  the  late  war,  yet  many 
more  have  been  moft  cruelly  oppreired,and 
vaft  numbers  of  them  repeatedly  plundered 
by  the  depredations  of  both  fides. 

Such  (hocking  inftances  of  barbarous 
brutality  have  frequently  occurred  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Long  Ifland,  during  this 
unfortunate  conflidt,  that  the  bare  recol- 
lefticm  of  them  is  painful  in  the  extreme, 
therefore  a  relation  of  them  could  not  be 
acceptable. 

There  are  two  very  extraordinary  places 
in  and  adjoining    to  this  ifland,  the  like 

of 
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of  which  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  all 
America  befides,  and  are  well  deferving  of 
the  obfervation  of  travellers. 

The  firft  is  a  very  dangerous  and  dread- 
ful ftrait  or  pafTage,  called  Hell-Gates, 
between  the  Eaft  river  and  the  Sound  ; 
where  the  two  tides  meeting  caufe  a  hor- 
rible whirlpool,  the  vortex  of  which  is 
named  the  Pot,  and  drawing  in  and 
fwallowing  up  every  thing  that  approaches 
near  it,  dallies  them  to  pieces  upon  the 
rocks  at  the  bottom  ;  at  one  time  of 
tide  this  tremendous  whirlpool  boils  fu- 
rioufly  like  a  pot,  and  at  another  time  it 
fucks  like  a  funnel  every  thing  into  it. 

Oppofite  to  this  is  another  dreadful 
reef  of  rocks,  named  the  Frying  Pan, 
over  which  the  tide  rages  with  great 
violence,  making  a  noife  refembling  water 
poured  upon  red-hot  iron  ;  this  alfo  draws 
veflels  towards  it,  to  their  certain  and 
utter  deftrudion. 

In  an  oblique  direction  between  thefe 
two,  there  lies  another  (harp  ledge  of 
rocks^as  dangerous  as  either  of  the  former, 

named 


382  A  Tour  in  the 

named  the  Hog's  Back,  which  proves  fatal 
to  as  many  veffels  as  any  of  the  others. 

It  requires  the  greateft  Ikill  and  care 
ima;  .able  to  pilot  fhips  through  this ' 
moll  dreadful  and  dangerous  ft  rait,  and 
there  is  fcarce  a  tide  pafles  but  fome  vef- 
fel  is  dafhed  upon  the  rocks ;  for  in  en- 
deavouring to  avoid  the  Pot,  they  fre- 
quently are  carried  diredly  upon  the 
Frying  Pan ;  and  if  a  vefTel  is  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  pafs  clear  of  both  thefe,  fhe 
has  ft  ill  the  utmoft  difficulty  to  avoid 
being  wrecked  upon  the  Hog's  Back, 
which  lies  almoft  in  the  middle  of  the 
narrow  channel  between  the  others. 

The  tide  here  likewife  rufhes  on  with 
an  impetuofity  and  fury  dreadful  to  be- 
hold, and  both  fhores,  as  well  as  the 
whole  bed  and  channel  of  the  flrait,  con- 
fift  of  vailj  horrible,  dark  brown  rocks, 
with  fharp  edges  pointed  in  every  diredion, 
arid  are  generally  covered  with  wrecks. 

The  fafefl  time  for  pafling  through 
this  moll  perilous  and  horrid  Strait  is 
at  high  water  with  a  lliif  breeze  5  yet 

even 
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even  at  this  time  a  Ikilful  pilot  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
{harp  ledges  and  reefs  of  rocks,  then  juft 
fufEciently  covered  with  water  to  teller 
them  the  more  dangerous. 

Before  the  late  war,  a  top- fail  vefTel 
was  feldom  ever  known  to  pafs  through 
Hell  Gates ;  but  fmce  the  commencement 
of  it,  fleets  of  tranfports,  with  frigates 
for  their  convey,  have  frequently  ven- 
tured and  accompliHied  it :  the  Niger 
indeed,  a  very  fine  frigate  of  thirty-two 
guns,  generally  flriick  on  fome  hidden 
rock,  every  time  fhe  attempted  this  paf- 
fage. 

But  what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
that  daring  veteran,  Sir  James  Wallace,  to 
the  aftonifhment  of  every  perfon  who  ever 
faw  or  heard  of  it,  carried  his  Majefty^s 
fhip  the  Experiment,  of  fifty  guns,  fafe 
through  Kell  Gates,  from  the  eaft  end  of 
the  Sound  to  New  York  ;  when  theFrench 
fleet  under  D'Eilaing  lay  off  Sandy  Hook, 
and  blocked  up  the  harbour  and  city  of 
New  York,  fome  fhips  of  the  line  being 
3  alfo 
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alfo  fent  by  D'Eftaing  round  the  eaft  end 
of  Long  Ifland  to  cruize  in  the  Sound  for 
the  fame  purpofe.  So  that  the  Experiment 
muft  inevitably  have  fallen  into  their  hands, 
had  it  not  been  for  this  bold  and  fuccefsful 
attempt  of  her  gallant  commander. 

The  other  remarkable  place  is  Hamp- 
ftead  Plains,  which  begin  about  fourteen 
or  fifteen  miles  from  New  York,  and  in- 
cluding what  is  called  the  Brufhy  Plains, 
extend  near  twenty  miles  in  length,  and 
from  three  to  eight  miles  in  breadth. 

Thefe  plains  are  perfectly  level,  and 
deftitute  of  timber,  not  a  tree  growing 
upon  them  throughout  their  whole  ex- 
tent, which  in  America  is  a  very  ftriking 
and  fmgular  phenomenon. 

They  are  faid  to  be  incapable  of  pro- 
ducing either  tree?,  or  any  other  growth 
or  vegetation,  excepting  grafs  of  a  coarfe 
and  inferior  quality  j  only  about  half  of 
them,  which  are  named  the  Brufhy  Plains, 
is  covered  with  a  produdion  of  brufh  or 
fhrubs,  extremely  thick  and  low,  being 
not  more  than  about  three,  four,  and  five 

feet 
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feet  In  height  above  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  and  never  grows  higher. 

The  foil  of  thefe  plains  confifts  of  a 
thin  covering  of  a  mofly  kind  of  black 
earth,  of  a  fpungy  contexture,  over  an 
univerfal  bed  of  gravel,  which  imme=> 
diately  abforbs  the  heavieft  rains,  and 
prevents  water  from  remaining  upon  the 
ground.  From  this  it  may  be  naturally 
and  readily  concluded,  that  in  wet  feafons 
they  throw  out  great  quantities  of  grafs, 
and  confequently  in  dry  years  they  arc 
entirely  parched  up. 

Thefe  plains  are  a  kind  of  common, 
and  fupport  an  immenfe  number  of  fheep, 
black  cattle,  and  horfes,  which  are  fup- 
plied  with  water  from  ponds  made  in  dif- 
ferent places  and  the  bottom  covered 
with  clay  to  collect  and  retain  the  rain ; 
for  there  are  no  fprings  or  running  water 
to  be   met  with  throughout  their  whole 

o 

extent;  and  they  are  entirely  unenclofed, 
and  almofl:  totally  uninhabited,  excepting 
fome  few  houfes  for  the  accommodation 
of  travellers. 

Vol.  IL  C  c  Their 
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Their  great  extent,  and  the  perfe(!l 
equality  of  their  furface,  renders  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  horizon  around,  to  a 
perfon  travelling  over  them,  very  much 
refembling  that  to  be  obferved  at  fea; 
and  in  the  fame  manner  the  inhabitants 
bordering  on  thefe  extenfive  plains  direct 
a  perfon,  enquiring  the  way  to  any  par- 
ticular place,  to  proceed  fouth,  fouth- 
weft,  eaO;,  or  north-eaft,  or  fome  other 
point  of  the  compafs,  according  to  the 
fituation  of  the  fpot  to  which  he  is  going. 

On  the  north  fide  of  thefe  plains  the 
ground  begins  to  fwell  into  afcents,  and 
even  little  hills,  the  foil  being  ftiff,  ftrong, 
and  ilony.  On  the  fouth  fide  the  land  is 
perfedly  level,  fandy,  and  rather  poor. 

Around  the  edge  of  Hampftead  or 
the  Great  Plains,  befides  the  towns  or 
townfliips  of  Jamaica,  Hampilead,  &c. 
the  places  have  fmgular  name?,  fele6led 
from  the  fcripture  it  is  true,  but  ftill  very 
uncommon,  fucU  as  Jerufalem,  Jericho, 
Barflicba,  Bethfaida,  &c.  where  the  m- 
habitants  are  chiefly  Quakers.  And  in 
9  the 
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the  weft  end  of  the  iiiand  the  m[i  Dutch 
fettlers  named  their  villages  after  the  dif- 
ferent towns  in  th-^  1  Exited  Provinces  i:i 
£urope  from  whence  they  came,  as 
Flufhing*  Brooklyn,  Wolabacht,  Haaer- 
lem,  &:c. 

There  is  a  very  lingular  in  fed:  in  this 
ifland,  which  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
obferved  in  any  other  part  of  America. 
They  are  named  by  the  inhabitants  here 
Katy  did's^  from  their  note,  which  is  loud 
and  ftrong,  bearing  a  flriking  refemblance 
to  thofe  words. 

They  are  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and 
tliree  quarters  in  length,  of  a  molt  beau- 
tiful vivid  green,  as  thick  as  a  lady's 
finger,  with  two  large  and  almoft  tranf- 
parent  wings :  they  are  perfedly  inof- 
fenfive,  but  extremely  clamorous  and 
noify  :  they  generally  appear  about  the 
middle  of  fummer,  in  great  numbers, 
and  fix  their  refidence  among  the  leaves 
and  fmall  branches  of  young  lively  fruit- 
trees,  but  the  cherry  is  their  favourite,  and 
their  green  colour  renders  them  difcovered 
with  great  difficulty;  but  their  noiie  is  loud 
C  c  2  and 
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and  incefiant,  one  perpetually  and  regularly 
anfwering  the  other  in  notes  esa6:ly 
fimilar  to  the  v/ordsii^/y  did^  or Katy  Katy- 
did, repeated  by  one,  and  another  imme- 
diately bavv'ls  oulKaty  did'nty  ox  Katy  Katy 
didnt.  In  this  loud  clamour  they  con- 
tinue without  ceafmg  until  the  fall  of 
the  leaf,  when  they  totally  difappear. 

The  whole  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  Long  If- 
iand  is  particularly  dangerous  for  ihip- 
ping ;  being  deftitate  of  a  fmgle  harbour 
for  any  thing  but  boats  and  very  fmall 
coaftiog  veilelsj  throughout  its  whole  ex- 
tent. At  the  fame  time  there  are  a  great 
many  very  fine  bays  and  harbours  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland. 

On  the  fouth  fide,  fand  banks  and  bars 
prevent  ihips  from  approaching  within 
two  miles  of  the  ihore  :  this,  together 
with  the  great  extent  of  the  inland  bays 
all  along  this  coail,  which  are  generally 
from  five  to  ten  miles  wide  within  the 
beech  that  feparates  them  from  the  At- 
lantic Ocean,  whereby  the  appearance  of 
the  land,  which  is  naturally  low,  is  thusalfo 
rendered  very  diftant,  and  the  prodigious 
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feas  that  run  along  this  open  coaft,  renders 
all  this  fide  extremely  dangerous,  efpe-. 
cially  in  the  night  when  the  wind  fets 
violently  on  fliore,  and  the  fhips  have 
not  previoufly  made  the  land  in  the  day. 

This  occafioned  the  lofs  of  his  m.i- 
jefty's  {hip  the  Liverpool,  the  remains  of 
which  are  ftiil  to  be  (ttn  on  Rockaway 
Beech ,-fo  clofe  to  the  Ihiore  as  great  part  of 
her  to  be  dry  at  low  water. 

From  the  well:  end  of  Long  Ifiand  I 
pafled  over,  at  vv'hat  is  called  the  Nar- 
rows, to  Staten  Ifland,  which  is  about 
three  miles  from  the  neareft  part  of  Long 
Ifland,  and  nine  miles  due  fouth  from 
New  York. 

This  ifland  belongs  to  the  government 
of  New  York,  and  contains  juil  one 
county  named  Richmond.  It  is  hxceen 
miles  long,  and  between  eight  and  eleven 
in  breadth.  Like  Long  Ifland,  the  north 
fide  of  this  alfo  is  high  land,  broken 
and  ilony,  while  the  fouth  fide  is  low 
and  level.  The  foil  is  more  light,  and 
liot  fo  fertile  as  upon  Long  Ifland. 

C  c  3  Oa 
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On  Staten  Ifland  there  is  but  one  town, 
uhich  is  named  Richmond,  and  it  is  the 
county  town  and  principal  place  on  the 
ifland.  At  the  Narrows,  next  to  Long 
Jfland,  the  land  is  very  high,  and  com- 
ihands  an  extenfive  view  of  land  and 
water,  and  very  beautiful  profpedls. 

This  being  the  place  of  refidence  of 
ir.y  poor  old  fellovv-prifoner  Abraham 
Wynant,  whom  I  left  dangeroufly  ill  in 
Baltimore  when  I  effected  my  efcape,  I 
called  at  his  houfe  to  make  enquiries  con- 
cerning him  ;  and  greatly  to  my  furprize 
and  fatisfadion  found  him  there  himfelf, 
where  he  had  arrived  long  before  1  had 
got  on  board  the  Preflon. 

He  informed  me  that  he  was  Indebted 
to  the  people  of  Baltimore  for  his  libera- 
tion, who  had  exerted  thcmfelves  in  his 
behalf  for  that  purpofe,  on  account  of 
his  ill  ftate  of  health,  and  quiet  inoffen- 
iive  condu<fit. 

Poor  Wynant  was  happy  beyond  mea- 
fure  at  feeing  me,  having  underflood  that 
1  had  been  killed  during  my  efcape. 

The 
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The  North  or  Kiidfon's  River  is  thq. 
boundary  between  the  government  of 
New  York  and  that  of  New  Jerfey  until 
it  reaches  a  large  bay  formed  therein 
named  Topham  Sea,  about  thirty  miles 
above  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
boundary  line  of  the  province  of  New 
York  then  crofles  the  river,  and  runs  in 
a  north-weft  courfe,  until  it  touches  the 
river  Vifkill,  or  the  upper  part  of  the 
eaftern  branch  of  the  Delaware. 

The  land  upon  the  North  River  is  of  va- 
rious qualities,  but  generally  ftony,  ftifF, 
and  ftrong,  excepting  in  the  high  lands  or 
mountains,  where  it  is  rocky  and  barren. 

Beyond  Albany,  upon  tne  Mohawks 
River,  the  land  is  in  general  very  rich 
and  fertile,  but  the  count,ry  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  Germans,  and  the  climate 
extremely  incommoded  with  cold  dur- 
ing the  winter,  which  is  there  long  and 
rigorous. 

The  fhores  of  the  North  River  are  en- 
tirely different  from  any  other  on  the  con- 
tinent, being  remarkably  high,  bold,  and 
C  c  4  even 
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even  mountainous,  to  the  water's  edge,  m 
general  as  far  up  as  the  high  lands  or  moun- 
tains, at  Weft  Point,  through  which  this 
noble  river  pafles,  above  fifty-five  miles 
above  the  city  of  New  York.  Beyond  the 
high  lands  there  are  large  bodies  of  very 
valuable  low  grounds  on  each  fide. 

This  noble  and  mighty  river  is  naviga- 
ble as  far  as  Albany,  which  is  an  hundred 
and  fixty  miles  above  New  York,  and  the 
tide  flows  about  ten  or  fifteen  miles  ftill 
higher,  to  the  confluence  of  the  river 
Mohawk  with  the  Hudfon,  which  are  the 
two  ^reat  branches  of  the  North  River. 

By  the  Mohawks  River,  v/hich  heads 
near  Lake  Oneyda,  there  is  a  communis 
cation  with  Lake  Ontario  and  Canada, 
only  a  few  portages  intervening,  On 
this  river  is  a  large  catarad:,  called  the 
Cohoes,  the  water  of  which  is  faid  to 
fall  feventy  feet  perpendicular,  where  the 
river  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth. 

By  the  Hudfon's  River,  which  is  the 
northern  branch,  there  is  an  immediate 
and  ready  coiiamunication,  through  Lake 

Georg^Cj 
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George,  Lake  Champlain,  and  clown  the 
Sorel  and  St.  Laurence  rivers,  into  the 
heart  of  Canada,  Vv'hich  is  the  fhortefl:, 
beil,  and  inoft  generally  made  ufe  of. 

The  fource  of  the  Hudlbn  is  not  far 
cliftant  from  the  Cadarakui  or  St.  Lau- 
rence, and  interlocks  with  the  head  wa^ 
ters  of  a  fmall  branch  thereof  named 
Swegatchi  River,  from  whence  to  the 
entrance  of  the  North  River  into  the 
ocean  at  Sandy  Hook  is  not  lefs  thaa 
three  hundred  miles  in  a  dired  courfe, 
of  which  this  noble,  grand,  and  beautiful 
river  is  navigable  almofl;  two  hundred 
miles,  the  tide  alfo  flowing  nearly  that 
diflance  within  it. 

Albany  is  a  large  and  very  fine 
town,  being  the  fecond  in  the  province, 
and  contains  near  fix  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. Excepting  Montreal  in  Canada, 
and  Augufla  in  Georgia,  Albany  pofleffes 
the  greateft  fhare  of  the  Indian  trade  of 
any  place  on  the  continent.  All  the  reft 
of  the  towns  in  this  province  are  actually 
lipthing  better  than  fcattering  villages. 

Before 
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Before  the  late  unhappy  war  the  trade 
of  New  York  was  very  eoniide.able. 
Their  commodities  were  wheat,  flour, 
barley,  oats,  fome  Indian  corn,  beef, 
pork,  fkins,  and  furs.  1  heir  exports 
then  annually  amounted  to  five  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and 
their  imports  from  Great  Britain  to  five 
iiundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds. 

In  the  firft  computation  of  the  number 
of  inhabitants,  publidied  by  the  Congrefs, 
this  government  was  faid  to  contain  two 
Iiundred  and  fifty  thoufand  :  this  was 
Hndoubtedly  exaggerated  about  fifty  thou- 
fand, as  is  afcertained  by  their  laft  enumer- 
ation, in  1783,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
portioning an  equal  affeflment  of  taxes, 
when  the  number  of  fouls  was  then  cal- 
culated at  two  hundred  thoufand,  of 
which  number  about  one  third  may  be 
Negroes. 
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jy^w  y^y/fy-  Defcriptnon  of  k.  Perth-Amhoy.  Bur- 
lington. Prince  Town,  is'c.  Produce  J}jipped  from 
Ne^u  Tork  and  Philadelphia.  Different  Totvns  in 
New  Jerfey.  Remarkable  CataraSl.  This  Province 
has  ftffered  greatly  during  the  War. 

'T^^HE  only  province  now  remaining 
JL  to  be  noticed  is  New  Jerfey :  of 
this  likewife  I  am  enabled  to  give  but  a 
fuperficial  account,  obtained  and  colled:ed 
during  feveral  excurfions  and  expeditions 
therein  along  with  detachments  of  the 
Britiih  army,  both  from  New  York,  Staten 
Ifland,  Perth  Amboy,  and  Brunfwick,  and 
froni  Philadelphia  and  the  Delaware, 
in  which  I  had  the  honour  of  a  com- 
mand ;  as  well  as  in  the  march  of  the 
grand  army,  acrofs  that  country,  from 
Philadelphia  to  Sandy  Plook  and  New 
York. 

The  inferior  province  of  New  Jerfey 
(lands   in  the  fame  predicament  with  its 

two 
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two  powerful  neighbours  of  Penfylvania 
and  New  York,  as  North  Carolina  does 
with  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  For 
a  great  proportion  of  the  produce  of  New 
Jerfey  is  exported  from  the  cities  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  New  York,  to  which  places 
it  is  carried  to  market. 

Perth  Amboy,  the  capital  of  Eaft  New 
Jerfey,  and  Burlington  upon  the  Dela- 
ware, the  capital  of  Weft  New  Jerfey,  juft 
began  to  emerge  from  obfcurity,  and  to  reap 
fome  of  the  advantages  which  they  might 
have  obtained  earlier,  from  the  proper  ma- 
ha«-ement  of  fo  fine  fituations  ;  for  as  the 
people  of  New  Jerfey  had  been  accuftomed 
to  fend  their  produce  to  the  markets  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  to  which  they  are 
contiguous,  they  find  it  hard,  as  it  always 
is  in  fuch  cafes,  to  draw  the  trade  out  of 
the  old  channel  ;  for  there  the  correfpon- 
dences  were  fixed,  the  method  of  deal- 
ing eftabUflied,  credit  given,  and  a  ready 
market  for  needy  dealers,  who  in  all 
countries  are  fufficiently  numerous;  fo 
that  the  trade  of  Perth  Amboy,  which  is 

the 
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the  more  confiderable  of  the  two,  is  ftili 
fcarcely  worth  notice. 

Perth  Amboy  is  delightfully  fituated 
upon  a  fine  bay  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rariton  River,  contains  near  two  hun- 
dred houfes,  and  has  a  moll  excellent 
harbour.  The  land  about  this  place  is 
high,  the  foil  lliff  and  ilrong,  and  the 
country  in  general  extremely  pleafant. 
But  this  town,  as  well  as  Brunfwick, 
Prince  Town,  Newark,  Elizabeth  Town, 
Bergen,  Woodbridge,  &c.  have  fuffered 
extremely  by  the  ravages  of  the  war. 

In  Eaft  New  Jerfey  there  are  only  five 
counties,  viz.  Monm^outh,  Middlefex, 
Somerfet,  EfTex,  and  Bergen.  But  in 
Weft  New  Jerfey  there  are  eight  counties, 
viz.  Cape  May,  Cumberland,  Salem,  Glou- 
Gefter,  Burlington,  Hunterdon,  SuUex, 
and  Morris.  Of  thefe  Burlington  is 
the  capital,  which  is  very  pleafantly 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware, 
about  eighteen  m.iles  above  Philadelphia  ; 
although  it  is  only  an  infignificant  place, 
5  ^cing 
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being  inferior  in   every  refpedl  eveii  to 
Perth  Amboy. 

The  adjacent  villages,  or,  as  they  are 
all  denomiaated  in  America,  towns,  of 
Borden  Town,  Trenton,  and  Mount 
Holly,  are  fcarcely  inferior  to  Burlington 
iifelf,  and  the  towns  of  Freehold  and 
Shrewfoury  in  Monmouth  county,  as  well 
as  Greenwich,  Salem,  Morris  Town,  &Ce 
are  likewife  equal  to  the  capital. 

At  Prince  Town  there  is  a  coUegej 
which  is  in  a  very  flourifhing  condition, 
and  at  this  time  is  one  of  the  bell  in 
America.  It  w^as  eftablifhed  by  Governor 
Belcher  in  1746,  and  has  a  power  of 
conferring  the  fame  degrees  as  Oxford  or 
Cambridge. 

The  fouthward  part  of  this  province 
and  the  eaftward  part  of  it  aifo,  as  far  as 
Shrewfbury  River,  is  low,  Hat,  level,  and 
fandy,  exadly  refembling  the  lower  part 
of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  &c.  already 
defcribed,  from  which  this  part  of  New 
Jerfey    fcarcely  differs    in    any  one    ar- 

ticlej, 


United  States  of  America,  ^  9  g 

tide,  excepting    the    inferiority    of   the 
foil. 

There  are  alfo  inland  bays,  all  along 
the  coaft,  from  Cape  May  aP-^ he  mouth 
Delaware  Bay,  to  Shrewfbury'  kiver  a. 
little  dillance  to  the  fouthward  from 
Sandy  Hook,  v.hich  communicate  with 
each  other  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way. 

The  high  lands  in  this  province  begia 
at  Never- Sink  hills,  upon  the  coaft,  which 
are  the  firft  and  only  appearance  of  the 
kind  from  Cape  Florida  to  Montock  Point, 
and  at  Ancocus  River  on  the  Delaware 
fide,  to  the  northward  of  which  the 
whole  country  is  hilly,  broken,  and 
mountainous,  with  a  ftrong,  fliif,  ftony 
foil. 

Among  thefe  eminences  there  are  fe- 
veral  very  ftrong  and  commanding,  viz. 
the  heights  above  Mount  Holly  near  Bur- 
lington, and  the  heights  of  Middle  Town 
near  Sandy  Hook,  both  of  which  were 
occupied  by  the  Britifti  troops  in  their 
march  ;rom  Philadelphia  to  New  York; 

and 
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and  the  Short  Hills  or  the  mountains  neaf 
Morris  Town  on  which  Wafhingtori 
formed  his  ftrong  camp  his  confcant 
place  of  refuge  and  retreat  in  the  Jerfeys ; 
befides  Fort  Lee  on  the  chfFs  of  the  North 
River,  oppofite  to  Fort  Wafnington  ;  and 
a  mukitude  of  others  not  rendered  re- 
markable. 

The  rivers  in  this  province  are  too  in- 
fignincant  to  merit  any  particular  defcrip- 
tion.  Their  names  are  the  Rariton,  which 
is  the  principal,  Shrewfbury  River,  Squaa 
River,  Meltcunk  River,  Monro's  River* 
Ferke's  River,  Mi'iliicus  River,  Great  Egg 
River,  Maurice  River,  Salem  River,  An- 
cocus  River,  Mufcan£lcunk  River,  Pegue's 
River,  Tochookandtcunk  River,  Raway 
River,  Hackinfack  River,  and  Paflaick 
River  ;  on  the  latter  of  which  is  a  re- 
markable cataradt  ;  the  height  of  the  rock 
from  which  the  vvater  falls  is  faAd  to  he 
about  feventy  feet  perpendicular,  and  the 
river  there  eighty  yards  wide. 

The  commodities  of  New  Jerfey  are 
bread,  flour,  wheat  and  dther  grain,  beef, 
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pork,  butter,  hams,  cyder,  flax,  hempj 
flax  feed,  bar  iron,  aiid  lumber. 

It  is  altogether  impoflible  to  afcertaiti 
the  annual  value  of  the  exports  of  this 
province,  as  much  the  largeft  proportion 
of  the  produce  is  carried  to  the  adjacent 
markets  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
from  whence  they  likewife  draw  th^ 
greatefl:  part  of  their  imports  every  year. 

This  province  has  fuff^ered  extremely 
by  the  war,  much  more  in  proportion 
than  any  other;  and  it  mufl:  be  many 
years  before  it  can  poflibly  recover  its 
former  flour ifhing  fl;at€* 
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Clhiiate  cxtrancly  cold  in  IFlnter.  The  Winds  and 
JVeather  peculiar  to  North  America.     Particular  De- 

fcnptlon  of  the  Mountains.  Number  of  Inhabltafits 
in  New  Jcrfey.  The  Whole  Number  in  all  the  United 
States  of  America.  Great  Proportion  of  Negroe  Slaves. 
Afonlflnng  and  alarming  Decreafe  in  Populatlen.  Ex' 
ireme  Weaknefs  of  the  American  States ^  and  their 
Want  of  Rejources.     Abfolutely  unable  to  dfend  theni" 

felves  in  any  future  War. 

IN  the   nortliern  part  of  New  Jerfey  , 
and  Penfylvania,   as  well  as  through-  , 
out  all  the  governments  of  New  York  and  ] 
New  England,  the  climate  in  the  winter 
is  fo  intolerably  cold  that  it  will  freeze 
up  the  largeil  and  broadeft  rivers  in  one  \ 
hight  and  renders  thofe  countries  much 
lefs  pleafant  and  agreeable  than  the  more 
fouthern  provinces  ;  for  the  fummers  are  J 
likewife  almoffc  equally  as  hot  and  fultry,  j 
notwithftanding   the  extreme  feverity  of. 
the  rigorous  winters* 

9  i< 
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In  regard  to  the  winds  and  weathet* 
that  generally  prevail,  it  is  obferved  that 
in  America  all  the  great  ftorms  be*gin  to 
leeward  ;  thus  a  north- eafl:  ftorm  fhall  be 
a  day  fooner  in  Virginia  than  at  Eofton. 

There  are  generally  remarkable  changes 
in  the  degrees  of  heat  and  cold  at  Phila^ 
delphia  every  three  ol*  four  days,  but  not 
fo  often  to  the  northward. 

The  navigation  of  the  Delaware  is  aU 
mofl  every  winter  ftopt  by  ice  for  two  or 
three  months,  and  the  North  River  is 
longer  frozen  than  the  Delaware ;  yet 
New  York,  being  on  fait  water,  affords 
better  winter  navigation.  Both  Delaware 
and  New  York  Bays  are  quite  free  from, 
the  fhip  worms  that  infeil  all  the  har- 
bours and  fait  water  rivers  to, the  fouth« 
ward. 

Land  winds  in  dry  weather  raiie  the 
thickeft  fogs,  attrading  the  moifture  on 
the  rivers  and  coafts  they  come  in  contadl 
"With,  in  fuch  large  quantities,  that  until 
they  are  difperfed  by  the  fun  and  other, 
caufes,  they  obftrud  the  rays  of  light 
P  d  2  in 
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in  dired  lines.  After  the  dlflipation  of 
thefe  vapours,  the  moft  intenfe  heats  are 
produced,  and  very  often  thunder  gufts 
towards  evening. 

Thunder  generally  proceeds  from  the 
meeting  of  fea  and  land  clouds.  Thofe 
from  the  fea  coming  fraught  with  elec- 
tricity, and  meeting  others  lefs  fo,  the 
equilibrium  is  reftored  by  claps  of  thun- 
der, erufcations,  cracks,  and  flafhes  of 
lightning  ;  the  more  oppofite  the  winds, 
and  the  larger  and  compader  the  clouds, 
the  more  dreadful  and  tremendous  are  the 
fhocks. 

Thefe  clouds,  thus  fuddenly  bereft  of 
that  univerfal  element  of  repellency  and 
expanfion,  immediately  contract,  and  their 
water  gu(hes  down  in  torrents. 

Land  winds,  palling  over  a  large  (haded 
and  very  often  frozen  continent  on  both 
fides  of  the  vaft  and  ftupendous  Apala- 
chian  or  Allegany  Mountains,  are  always 
dry  and  cold  ;  and  the  fea  winds  on  the 
contrary  wet  and  warm.  The  north-eaft 
16  a  fettled  high  wind,  and  moftly  wet ; 

and 
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and  the  fouth-weft  wind  is  fqually  and 
unfettled.  The  hotteft  weather  Is  with  a 
fouth  wind  and  calms,  and  the  coldeft 
with  north-weft  winds.  Snow  comes 
from  north  to  north-eaft,  rainy  ftorms 
come  from  north-eaft  to  eaft,  and  high 
dry  wind  from  the  weft.  However  the 
land  winds  in  America  blow  above  three 
quarters  of  the  year. 

There  is  an  immenfe  ridge  of  moun- 
tains on  the  back  of  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Penfylvania,   and  New  Jerfey,  extending 
above  nine  hundred  miles  in  length,  and 
from  feventy  to  a  hundred  right  acrofs, 
named  the  Endlefs  'Viountains,  fometlmes 
alfo  called  generally  the  Blue  Mountains, 
of  which  fcarce  one  acre  out  of  ten  is  ca- 
pable of  culture.    They  are  not  confufedly 
fcattered,  and  here  and  there  promifcuoufly 
in  lofty  peaks  overtopping  one  another  like 
moft  of  the  mountains  in  Europe,  but  they 
ftretch  in  long  uniform  ridges  fcarce  half  a 
mile  perpendicular  in  any  place. 

Thefe  furnifti   innumerable  funds  for 

fpeculation,    and    fyftems    and    theories 
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of  the  world  :   but  the  moO:  obvious   is, 
that    this     earth    has    undergone    many 
(Changes,   And  is   now   compofed  on    the 
ruins  of  its  former  flate.    Bones  and  fhells, 
which  efcaped  the  fate  of  fofter  and  lefs  du- 
rable fubflances,  are  frequently  found  here 
inixed  with  other  materials,  and  elegantly 
preferved  in  the  looie   ftones   and  rocky 
bafes  of  the  higheft-  of  thefe  valt  ridges. 

Thefe  mountains  certainly  exifted  In. 
their  prefent  elevated  height  before  the 
general  deluge,  but  probably  not  fo  bare 
of  foil  as  nov/. 

The  farther  ridges,  v;hich  are  much 
the  largeft  and  higheft,  proceeding  from 
the  inclination  of  the  whole  towards  th& 
fea,  are  covered  with  very  rich  land  even 
to  the  fummits  ;  whilft  all  the  foil  feems 
fwept  from  the  very  valleys  on  this  hither 
fide.  Their  great  height,  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  rendered  them  lefs  expofed  to 
that  general  devaflation,  and  preferved 
them  unhurt  j  while  the  foil  and  the  loofc 
part  of  the  lower  hills  and  valleys,-  agi- 
tated by  a  greater  weight  oi"  water,  were 
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borne  away,  fufpended  in  the  jdadiing 
waves,  and  thrown  downwards  in  ftratas 
of  different  kinds,  as  the  billows  fludu- 
ated  and  rolled  from  different  parts,  ftiil 
obvious  in  the  lower  lands  northward  and 
weftv^rard  of  the  Rariton  and  the  Delaware. 

But  in  New  Jerfey,  on  the  other  fide 
of  thefe  rivers,  the  land  is  made  by  an 
accumulation  of  fand  from  the  ocean. 
Digging  there  about  eighteen  feet,  through, 
white  worn  fand,  you  come  to  a  ftratum 
of  fea  mud  intermixed  with  fhells  and 
other  drift  trafh  ;  and  in  fome  places  vaffc 
beds  of  ibells  in  pairs,  entire,  thirty 
miles  from  the  fea. 

Beyond  the  Endlefs  Mountains,  the 
vafi:  ridge,  particularly  named  the  Alle- 
gany Mountains,  begins,  which  are  fixty 
miles  from  thence  to  their  highefl  fum- 
mit.  There  is  a  very  extraordinary  re- 
port among  the  natives,  the  Senekas 
and  Onondagaes.  It  is  faid,  in  a  tradi- 
tion of  the  Indians,  that  at  the  foot 
of  one  of  thefe  mountains  named 
Onugarexnae,  near  the  fource  of  a  fmall 
D  d  4  river 
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river  that  enters  the  eaft  branch  of  the 
Siifquehannah  at  Ofewingo,  in  Penfyl- 
vania,  Indian  corn,  tobacco,  fquafhes, 
^nd  pompions,    were  firft  found. 

After  thefe  general  obfervations  con- 
cerning the  weather,  winds,  &c.  which 
I  flatter  myfelf  will  be  thought  ufeful,  if 
not  entertaining,  it  may  be  proper  to 
recur  to  the  former  fubjefl  of  the  ftate  of 
population  of  New  Jerfey,  that  of  all  the 
other  provinces  being  already  fpecified. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  New 
Jerfey  are  faid  to  be  an  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufandj  which  I  believe  to  be  pretty 
exad:.  Of  thefe  about  one  half  are  Negroes, 

I  have  thus  given  not  only  the  exag- 
gerated account  of  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants  in  all  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  as  firft  publifhed  by  the  Congrefs, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolt,  in 
order  to  magnify  the  appearance  of  their 
refources  and  thereby  deceive  the  dif- 
ferent European  powers,  w^ho  w^re  then 
fiwaiting  with  aftoniftiment  for  the  event 
gf    this    unprecedented    and   formidable 

rebellion  ; 
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rebellion ;  but  have  ftated  alfo  the  real 
jiumber  of  the  fouls  in  each  of  the  pro- 
vinces, as  nearly  the  truth,  and  from  as 
good  authority,    as  could  be  afcertained. 

According  to  this  firft  calculation  of  the 
Congrefs,  which  I  have  confidered  as 
erroneous,  the  whole  number  of  the  in- 
habitants amounts  to  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fixty-nine,  including  the 
Negroes,  Mulattoes,  and  civilized  In- 
dians, which,  even  according  to  this  ex- 
aggerated ftatement,  bear  a  formidable 
proportion  in  number  to  the  whole. 

For  in  Georgia  two-fifths  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  Negroes,  and  amount  to  eighty- 
eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty. 
In  South  Carolina  the  flaves  bear  nearly 
the  fame  proportion  to  the  whites,  and 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand and  ninety-three.  In  North  Caro- 
lina two  thirds  are  blacks,  being  two 
hundred  thoufand.  In  Virginia  the  fame 
proportion  makes  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  : 
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four;  and  in  Maryland  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four* In  Penfylvania,  and  the  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  one  third 
only  being  ilaves,  amouiits  to  one  hundred 
and  fixteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-fix.  In  New  Jerfey  about  half  are 
Negroes,  which  is  fxty-five  thoufand. 
In  New  York  there  are  more  than  one 
third  blacks,  making  eighty-three  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  thirty-three  ;  and 
in  the  four  provinces  of  New  England 
there  being  upwards  of  one  twentieth 
flaves  and  civilized  Indians,  they  amount 
to  forty  thoufand  and  eighty-three. 

Thefe  numbers  added  together  come  to 
no  lefs  than  one  million  four  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  three, 
of  ufelefs,  or  rather  burdenfome  inhabi- 
tants, when  confidered  as  the  flrehgth 
and  refources  of  the  ftate,  and  being 
dedutfted  from  the  whole,  there  appears 
to  be  only  one  million  feven  hundred  and 
fevenleen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty- 

fix 


TJnlted  States  of  America »  41 1 

fix    whites    remaining,  which   confift  of 
men,   women,  and  children. 

Three- fourths  of  thefe  mufl  be  women 
and  children,  and  at  leaft  half  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  males  unable  to  bear 
arms  ;  which  leaves  juft  two  hundred  afid 
fourteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty- 
five. 

From  this  fmall  number,  all  the  arti- 
ficers, labourers,  manufadlurers,  failors, 
and  foldiers,  neceflary  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  mull 
be  furnifhed. 

But  as  the  foregoing  calculation  is 
jnanifeflly  m.agnified  beyond  the  truth, 
no  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  feventy- 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-nine 
in  the  whole,  the  reft  of  the  deductions 
being  made  in  the  above  proportions, 
Jeaves  a  flill  lefs  number  to  fupply  the 
neceffary  purpofes  juft  fpecifiedi  viz. 
only  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  two  ;  of  thefe  if 
gvery  fifteenth  man  was  taken  to  form 

and 
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and  keep  up  an  army,  which  Indeed 
would  be  more  than  could  poffibly  be 
fpared  from  the  other  neceffary  exigences 
in  the  ceconomy  and  fupport  of  the  ftate, 
it  would  only  confift  of  about  twelve 
thoufand  men  ;  and  any  accidental  dimi- 
nution would  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
indeed  be  recruited  or  replaced. 

From  this  view,  our  furprife  will  im- 
mediately ceafe  at  the  inferiority  of  num- 
bers of  the  American  army,  and  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  with  which  it  was  kept 
up  to  any  appearance  of  refped;. 

But  at  the  fame  time  our  aftonifhment 
will  be  excited  beyond  meafure  at  this* 
trifling  force,  not  only  being  fuffered  io 
long  to  remain  in  exiftence,  but  even 
ultimately  to  accompliffi  a  degree  of 
power  and  fuccefs  they  themfelves  never 
even  dreamed  of,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
fineft  army  in  the  world,  of  five  times 
their  number,  and  fifty  times  their 
flrength. 

But  I  fhall  drop  the  curtain  over  this 
fubjed,  being  determined  in  future  never 

to 
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to  hazard  or  entertain  any  kind  of  poli- 
tical fpeculations. 

The  amazing  decreafe  in  population 
of  thefe  provinces,  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  war,  is  evinced  by  a  com- 
parifon  between  the  firft  calculation  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  made  and  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  Congrefs  in  1775,  and  the 
following  one  in  1783,  made  by  order  of 
the  Congrefs  alfo,  for  levying  a  proper 
proportion  of  taxes  in  each  ftate. 

According  to  the  firft  computation  the 
number  of  the  whole  in  the  year  1775 
was  3,137,869.  In  1783  their  numbers 
flood  as  follows  : 


New  Hampfliire 

82,200 

Maflachufet's  Bay 

-     350,000 

Rhode  Hand 

50,400 

Connedicut 

-     2o6,oo© 

New  York         -     . 

-     200,000 

New  Jerfey 

-     130,000 

Penfylvania 

-     320,000 

Delaware  Counties 

-     35,000 

Maryland 

-     220,700 

Virginia 

-     400,000 

North 
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Nortli  Carolina  -     200,000 

South  Carolina     -       -      170,000 
Georgia        -       -        -       25,000 

In  all  2,389,300 

From  a  compariibn  of  the  above  ftate- 
ments,  there  appears  to  be  a  decreafe  in 
population  of  748,589,  within  eight 
years  ;  an  event  that  furely  ought  to  be 
fufhciently  alarming ;  and  both  thefe  cal- 
culations are  fupported  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  American  Congrefs  them- 
felves. 

By  the  enumeration  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  nearefl:  the  truth,  there  alfo 
appears  to  be  a  very  confiderable  decreafe 
in  population,  viz.  the  difference  between 
2,663,600,  which  I  confidered  as  the 
real  number  of  inhabitants  in  1775,  and 
2,383,300,  the  number  in  1783  :  by  this 
there  appears  to  be  a  decreafe  of  280,300. 

By  this  laft  computation,  made  by  the 
Congrefs  in  1783,  it  appears  that  the 
refources  of  the  American  Hates  in  men, 
the     fureft    ftrength    and     only    adual 

means 
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means  of  defence,  are  flill  inferior  to 
what  has  been  already  mentioned  j  v\reak 
indeed,  infignificant,  and  very  inadequate 
to  fupport  the  dignity  and  honour  of  in- 
dependent and  fovereign  ftates,  being, 
according  to  the  foregoing  proportion  and 
dedudions,  only  in  the  whole  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-three  thoufand  and  twenty- 
fix  males  able  to  bear  arms ;  from  wdiich, 
after  fupplying  all  the  other  exigences  of 
the  ftate,  an  army  could  not  be  raifed  of 
more  than  ten  thoufand  rnen,  for  the 
purpofe  of  guarding  and  defending  a 
coaft  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  miles 
in  length,  and  a  frontier  on  the  oppofite 
fide  no  lefs  expofed,  and  much  more  ex- 
tended; befides  detachments  for  obfer- 
vation,  exclufive  of  any  for  carrying  on 
ofFeniive  operations,  if  ever  they  Ihould 
again  be  involved  in  war. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     LXXIV. 

'Brief  Account  of  ivhat  bejel  fever al  of  the  Perfotis  fot*^ 
merly  mentioned  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work.  Tfhe  Fel- 
low who  robbed  me  in  the  M-ountains.  The  poor friend- 
lefs  Englijh  Girl.  The  tyran}iical  barbarous  Gaoler^ 
The  brutal  Dutch  Guard.  Captain  Catneron  ex- 
changed. Extraordinary  Refolve  of  the  American  Con- 
grefs  and  the  Anjwcr  to  it.  Col.  Connolly  in  Confe- 
quence  thereof  returned  a  Prijoner  of  War  and  ex- 
changed' 

S  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  I  was  fa 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  ample  fatif- 
fadion  of  many  of  the  individuals  of  the 
Americans,  who  had  been  the  inftruments, 
and  fometimes  the  occaflon  of  the  indig- 
nities and  wanton  barbarity  exercifed  upon 
me  while  in  captivity,  I  fhall  give  a  brief 
recital  of  a  few  of  thefe  occurrences  here, 
as  well  as  of  what  befel  my  unfortunate 
fellow-prifoners,  along  with  whom  I  was 
firft  taken,  and  from  whom  I  had  been  fe- 
parated  they  being  left  at  Philadelphia, 
before  I  clofe  this  volume ;  as  the  curiofity 
of  my  readers  may  have  been  excited  by 
2  the 
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the  foregoing  relation  to  be  anxious  to 
know  their  fate. 

SOME  few  weeks  previous  to  the  em-^ 
barkatlon  of  the  grand  army  for  the  Che- 
fapeak  and  Philadelphia,  as  I  was  returning 
from  fort  Wafhington  to  New  York,  I 
met  a  man  whofe  face  was  familiar  to  my 
mind,  and  in  a  few  moments  recolledled 
him  to  be  Barclay,  the  fellow  who 
had  privately  made  off  after  robbing  me 
in  the  mountains,  when  in  the  mofl 
extreme  diftrefs  imaginable,  during  my 
former  attempt  to  efcape. 

Having  flopped  him,  and  called  him  by 
his  name,  he  was  almoft  petrified  with  fur- 
prize,  terror,  and  guilt  at  feeing  me,  and 
immediately  fell  on  his  knees  intreating 
my  forgivenefs. 

I  myfelf  being  equally  aftoniflied  at 
finding  him  at  New  York  defired  him,  if 
he  expected  pardon  or  mercy,  to  be  candid 
and  acquaint  me  with  the  motives  that  in- 
duced him  to  commit  fo  bafe  an  a£lion  as 
to  rob  and  abandon  me  when  In  the  very 

Vol.  II.  E  e  greateft 
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greatefl  need  and  diflrefs,  and  in  fo  dread- 
ful and  wretched  a  fituation. 

As  his  explanation  and  motives  were 
both  originals,  and  peculiar  to  himfelf,  I 
lliall  give  them  as  nearly  as  poffible  in  his 
own  v/ords.  '^  Arrah  now"  (fays  he) 
*'  your  honour  knows,  that  I  went  many 
"  a  weary  mile  with  your  honour,  and 
"  waded  many  a  deep,  broad,  frozen  river, 
"  with  your  worfhip,  and  laid  many  a 
*'  cold  night  in  the  fnow  in  the  mountains 
**  with  your  honour ;  and  ftarved  without 
*'  a  mouthful  to  eat  for  many  a  day  with 
*'  your  worfhip ;  until  I  began  to  think 
**  I  could  never  hold  it  out  much  longer 
*'  at  all  at  all ;  but  at  laft  when  both  your 
*'  honour's  legs  were  difabled,  yet  ftill 
•'  your  worfhip  would  keep  pufhing  for- 
*'  ward,  I  then  thought  it  would  never 
*^  do  ;  and  that  your  honour  would  not 
"  be  able  to  go  much  farther  at  all  at  all  ; 
**  and  that  by  and  by  we  fhould  all  be 
*^  taken;  and  that  they  would,  for  cer- 
*'  tain,  murther  me  alive,  if  ever  they 
6  « catched 
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**  catched  me  along  with  your  worlhip  ; 
*'  and  fo  1  thought  I  would  fling  them 
*'  there ;  for  1  would  leave  your  honour 
"  in  time.  And  as  I  was  certain  they 
*'  would  plunder  your  worfhip,  I  thought 
**  I  would  fling  them  there  too ;  and  fo  I 
**  took  every  thing  along  with  me,  to 
*'  take  care  of  for  your  honour,  and  to 
**  keep  it  all  from  the  rebel  thieves,  w^ho 
*'  would  not  have  thanked  your  worfliip 
*'  for  all  you  had.  Now,  arrah,  by  my 
*'  fhoul,  pleafe  your  worfhip,  this  is  all 
"  my  reafons,  and  motions,  and  more 
*'  too ;  and  I  hope  your  honour  will 
"^think  them  good  enoegh,  and  enough 
*'  of  them  ;  and  pardon,  and  forgive  me, 
*'  for  the  fake  of  my  wife  and  weans  ; 
*'  and  we'll  all  pray  for  your  worfhip  as 
"  long  as  w^e  live,  and  longer  too;  for  - 
*'  arrah,  by  my  faith,  I  am  doing  very 
*'  well  here  ;  and  have  got  all  my  wnfe 
'*  and  weans  together,  in  a  rebel  houfe 
**  that  had  nobody  in  it ;  and  I  have  got 
**  fome  rebel  land,  and  we  make  pota- 
*«  toes." 

E  e   2  Eeino: 
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Being  diverted  with  his  llrange  reafon- 
ing,  and  finding  him  loyal  in  principle, 
although  otherwife  a  great  rogue,  I  affured 
him  of  my  forgivenefs,  gave  him  a  dollar, 
and  left  him. 

THE  next  circumflance  that  occurred, 
relating  to  any  perfon  that  has  been  for- 
merly mentioned,  was  atKenneth'sSquare, 
in  Fenfylvania,  where  the  army  halted  for 
a  night,  the  very  one  preceding  the  adion 
at  Brandy-wine.   Here  obferving  a  number 
of  officers  crowding  around  a  young  wo- 
man, at  a  houfe  w^hich  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  inhabitants,  to  whom  they  were 
behaving    rather  improperly,  looking  in 
her  face  and  recolledling  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate Englifh  girl  who  had  been  fo  bar- 
baroufly  treated  and  bafely  abufed  by  her 
Mafter  and  Miilrefs  and  our  brutal  Dutch 
guard  at  Newport  only  for  mentioning  her 
concern   at  feeing  us  in  irons,  I   puflied 
away  the  officers  rather  rudely,  and  ail^ed 
her  if  (he  recolleded  me  ?  After  a   few 
moments    confideration  Ihe   remembered 
me,  and  the  poor  creature's  joy  was  beyond 
4  meafure 
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meafure  exceflive  to  fee  me  alive,  and  with 
my  friends,  as  fhe  imagined  the  Americans 
had  deftroyed  us. 

Her  pleafure  was  not  diminifhed  by  my 
requefting  (he  would  do  me  the  favour  of 
accepting  of  three  guineas  as  a  trifling 
compenfation  for  her  former  commifera- 
tion  and  regard  for  us,  as  well  as  for  her 
loyalty  and  fufferings. 

The  officers,  whom  I  had  fo  rudely 
pufhed  away  during  my  firft  impulfe  of 
furprize,  were  all  this  time  divided  between 
refentment  at  my  condud:  towards  them, 
aud  wonder  at  this  adventure  ;  but  on  be- 
ing made  acquainted  with  the  ftory  they 
gave  way  to  compaffion  and  generofity, 
and  amongft  them  made  up  a  contribution 
of  two  guineas  more  for  the  poor  unfortu- 
nate young  woman. 

Underftanding  that  I  had  no  tent,  and 
flept  only  in  a  temporary  wigwham 
upon  the  ground,  which  was  indeed  my 
fituation  all  this  campaign,  this  grateful 
kind-hearted  creature  prefled  me  to  accept 
E  e  3  of 
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of  her  apartment,  and  feemed  really  much 
concerned  and  hurt  at  my  declining  it. 

Next  morning,  the  army  having  moved 
very  early,  flie  watched  the  line  of  march 
for  my  palling,  and  when  I  came  along 
moft  earneftly  wifhed  me  health,  fafety, 
and  fuccefs  :  and  her  prayers  had  their  de- 
fired  effed,  for  on  that  day,  in  one  of  the 
hotteft  actions  that  has  been  in  America, 
numbers  fell  on  each  fide  of  me,  and  I  re- 
mained untouched. 

ON  the  morning  of  the  day  that  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Britifli  army  firft  entered 
Philadelphia,  a  number  of  the  rebels  fell 
into  my  hands,  and  amongft  the  reft  Tho- 
mas Dewees,  the  cruel,  tyrannical  gaoler, 
under  whofe  iron  talons  I  had  fuffered  fo 
long  and  feverely. 

As  foon  as  this  wretch  found  that  I  was 
the  officer  commanding  the  party,  his  ter- 
ror is  not  to  be  defcribed,  as  he  expeded 
nothing  lefs  than  immediate  death ,  falling 
on  his  knees  he  begged  for  his  life,  and 
for   mercy,     I   defired  him  to   confider, 

what 
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what  he  merited  from  me  ?  He  acknow- 
ledged that  he  deferved  neither  favour  nor 
companion,  faid  that  his  orders  refpecfting 
me  had  been  more  rigorous  than  againft 
any  other,  and  owned  that  he  had  executed 
them  in  their  full  feverity ;  but  (lill  moll 
earneflly  intreated  forgivenefs. 

I  told  him  that  for  the  fake  of  his  inno- 
cent wife  and  children  (for  he  had  a  large 
family)  and  to  convince  the  deluded  infa- 
tuated rebels  that  Britons  were  not  of  that 
vindidiive  difpoiition  he  had  expeded  and 
reprefented  us  to  be,  I  Vv^ould  forgive  him, 
as  he  profefled  fmcere  contrition,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
Majefty  :  this  he  readily  performed  ;  and 
had  the  audacity  afterwards  of  applying  to 
Earl  Cornwallis  to  be  appointed  Deputy 
Provoft  Marfhal  over  the  rebel  prifoners  in 
Philadelphia,  in  the  accomplilhment  of 
which  purfuit  however  he  very  juftly  failed. 

The  other  prifoners  I  had  taken  proved 
to  be  Capt.  Jacobs,  and  the  brutal  Dutch 
guard,  who  had  carried  us  in  irons  from 
Philadelphia  to  Baltimore. 

E  e  4  When 
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When  thefe  fellows  were  brought  to  me, 
and  difcovered  that  I  commanded,  their 
horror  and  difmay  is  inexpreffible.    In  an 
agony  of  dread  and  defpair,  they  fell  upon 
their  knees,  and  moft   earneftly  intreated 
for  **  one  half  hour  to  fay  their  prayers." 
I  could  not  conceive  what  they  meant, 
and  defired  to  know  why  they  were   fo 
violently  determined  on  going  to  prayers 
juft  then,  at  fo  unfeafonable  a  time  ?  They 
anfwered,  '*  Beejhure  they  fay  their  prayers 
bevore  they  tay ;"  and  I  found  that  they 
really  expeded  immediate  death. 

A  Highland  officer,  that  was  along  with 
me,  on  being  informed  the  caufe  of  their 
ftrange  requeft  and  the  occafion  of  their 
fears,  drew  his  fword  at  Captain  Jacobs, 
and  terrified  him  moft  unmercifully,  defir- 
ing  to  know,  *'  hoo  feck  a  fallow  as  he 
waSf  could  dare  to  put  a  Breetifh  Officer 
in  eyronsT^  Jacobs  replied,  ^^  Bee  flnire 
fvaz  der  dyvel's  own  Vork  :  Ich  knowfh 
fio  heterjlj.  Poor  ignorant  Dytcherfh  kno%vJh 
no  heterfh"  and  then  they  all  exclaimed, 
^«  Taw,  Taw,  Ich  knowp  no  beterjh ;  Ich 

y^7 
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fery  JJjorryi  vor  Jhure  tvaz  der  Dyvel's  ow7t 
vorky 

I  told  them  they  need  not  be  in  fuch 
hafte  to  go  to  prayers,  for  their  lives  were 
in  no  danger:  tlhat  I  freely  forgave  them 
their  ill  treatment  and  injuries  to  me  :  that 
fuch  of  them  as  were  really  forry  for  their 
paft  conduct  might  return  to  their  homes 
upon  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
their  Sovereign.  And  that  none  need  do 
even  that,  but  fuch  as  chofe  to  do  it  freely, 
of  their  own  accord,  for  thofe  who  declined 
it  fhould  only  be  made  prifoners,  their 
perfons  being  perfectly  fafe. 

Upon  this  theirjoy  and  gratitude  feem- 
ed  equal  to  their  former  terror ;  and  every 
man  of  them  gladly  took  the  oaths  of  al- 
legiance, and  returned  to  his  home,  where 
I  am  well  convinced  they  would  have  con- 
tinued as  loyal  and  peaceable  fubjedis,  had 
they  not  been  abandoned,  and  thrown 
back  into  the  hands  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. 

IN     regard    to     what    befel     Colonel 

'    Connolly  and  Captain  Cameron,  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing  brief  account  will  be  fufHcient. 
During  the  time  the  Britifh  troops  were 
in  pofTeflion  of  Philadelphia,  Captain  Ca- 
meron was  permitted  to  come  in  there  on 
parole,  and  was  foon  after  regularly  ex- 
changed for  an  American  officer  of  equal 
rank,  who  had  been  allowed  to  return 
to  his  friends  on  parole  likewife.  And 
the  hard  treatment  and  fevere  ufage 
Colonel  Connolly  afterwards  experienced 
is  fufficiently  afcertainedand  authenticated 
by  the' following  refolve  of  the  American 
Congrefs,  and  the  anfwer  to  it  alfo  made 
public,  the  veracity  of  which  anfwer,  in 
in  every  fingle  article,  has  never  been  nor 
can  be  controverted. 

An  extraordinary  Refoluthn  of  the  American 
Congrefs, 

In    CONGRESS,  Nov.  12,  1778. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
from  John  Beatcy,  Commiflary  of  Prifoners,  dat- 
ed   September    15th,    1778,    together    with     two 
letters    from   Jofiiua   Laring,    Efq.  of  the  ift  of 
I  Sep-( 
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September  and  28th  of  Odober,  and  fundry  let- 
ters from  John  Connolly,  report  the  following 
ftate  of  fa£ls. 

That  Do£lor  John  Connolly  (now  ililing 
himfelf  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Britifh  fervice) 
was,  in  the  latter  end  of  November,  1775,  appre- 
hended in  Fredrick  county,  in  Maryland,  in  com- 
pany with  a  certain  Allen  Cameron,  and  J.  F, 
Smyth,  by  the  Committee  of  Infpedion  of  that 
county. 

That  at  the  time  he  was  taken,  he  was  not  in 
arms,  or  at  the  head  of  any  party  of  men  in 
arms,  but  was  clandellinely  making  his  way  to 
Detroit,  in  order  to  join,  give  intelligence  to, 
and  othervvife  aid  the  garrifon  at  that  place,  as 
appears  by  his  own  intercepted  letters  of  the  16th 
of  December,  1775. 

That  a  number  of  officers  in  the  Britifh  fer- 
vice, who  were  made  prifonerSj  long  after  the 
faid  John  Connolly  was  apprehended,  have  been 
exchanged  in  courfe ;  and  no  demand  has  been 
made  (till  within  thefe  fev/  months  paft)  by  any 
Britifli  General,  for  the  releafe  or  exchange  of  the 
officer  laft  mentioned. 

With  refpeil  to  the  treatment  of  the  faid  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Connolly,  the  Committee  report, 

That  at  the  time  when  he  was  firft  apprehend- 
ed, he  was  confined  under  guard,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Infpe»Si:ion  in  the  town  of  Frederick, 
in    an    apartment    feparate    from    his    aflbciates, 

without 
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without  any  circumftance  to  aggravate  his  capti- 
vity, except  the  being  debarred  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink^ 
and  paper: 

That,  notwithftanding  this  reftraint,  he  con- 
trived to  write  feveral  letters  of  intelligence  to  the 
Britifli  officers  commanding  at  the  pofts  of  De- 
troit and  Kufkufkis,  which  letters  were  found  on 
the  perfon  of  Dr.  Smyth,  one  of  his  aflbciates, 
who,  having  efcaped  from  the  town  of  Frederick, 
was  again  apprehended  : 

That    by   the   refolution    of  Congrefs,    of  the 
8th  of   December,    1775,    he   was    ordered    to  be 
confined    in   prifon    at    Philadelphia  ;    that    being 
brought  to  that  city,    he  was  confined  in  the  new 
gaol,    wherein  he  continued   till  about  the  month 
of   November    1776,    when    he    was    permitted, 
on  account  of  a   declining  ftate  of  health,   to  re- 
fide  on    his    parole,    at  the  houfe  of   his  brother- 
in-law,   on    the    river    Sufquehannah,    where     he 
continued    for  about  two  months  •    when  on  in- 
formation   being   given  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
of  the  State  of  Penfylvania,    of  certain  fufpicious 
cifcumftances  relative  to  him,    he   was    remanded 
to  his  former  place  of  confinement,    in  which   he 
continued  till   about   the   fpring,    1777,    when  he 
was  again    permitted   on    his   parole,    and  the  fe- 
curity    of    his    brother  in-law,    to    return    to   his 
former    place  of   refidence   on   the   river   Sufque- 
hannah : 

That  during  thefe  periods  of  his   confinernent: 
in  the  new  gaol,   he  had,   for  the  greateft  part  of 

the 
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the  time,  a  feparate  apartment  to  himfelf,  the 
privilege  of  walking  in  the  yard,  a  perfon  allowed 
to  attend  him  in  his  apartment,  and  his  own  fer- 
vant  permitted  to  fetch  him  fuch  neceflaries  as  he 
chofe  to  order  : 

That  during  the  fliort  period,  when  he  had  not 
a  feparate  apartment,  there  were  never  more  than 
two  perfons  in  the  fame  room,  feldom  more  than 
one,  and  thofe,  fome  of  his  afibciates,  or  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  particular  requefl  : 

That  during  thefe  periods  of  time  he  made  two 
attempts  to  efcape,  in  which  he  was  deteded  : 

That  an  authentic  information  being  given  to 
Congrefs,  at  York  Town,  that  the  faid  Lieute- 
nant-colonel John  Connolly,  was  a<Sling  in  a  man- 
ner not  confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  his  parole,  and 
the  frontiers  being  threatened  with  a  barbarous 
war,  in  which  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  he 
was  defigned  as  an  inftrument,  he  was  ordered 
into  confinement  in  the  gaol  at  York- Town,  on 
the  thirteenth  of  Odlober  : 

That  on  the  17th  of  Maj^,  the  faid  J.  Con- 
nolly, with  feveral  others  confined  in  faid  gaol, 
made  a  reprefentation  to  Congrefs,  fetting  forth 
in  the  flrongeft  colouring,  the  hardfhips  and  cruel- 
ties which  they  declared  they  were  then  fufFering  : 
That  on  the  refult  of  a  ftricfl  enquiry,  and  af- 
ter the  gaol  had  been  vifited  by  Colonel  Picker- 
ing, one  of  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  War, 
it  appeared  that  the  fuggeftions  contained  in  the 
faid  reprefentation  weje    fcandalous   and    ground- 

lefsi 
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lefs  ;  and  the  report  of  the  Board  of  War,  wasfj 
on  the  2qd  day  of  May  ordered  to  be  publiihed  : 

That  fince  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  the 
faid  J.  Connolly  was  remanded  to  the  new  gaol 
in  that  city,  where  (excepting  the  fpace  of  about 
fourteen  days,  when  two  perfons  were  neceffarily 
obliged  to  fleep  in  the  fame  roomj  he  has  had  a 
feparate  and  commodious  apartment  of  his  own 
choice,  the  privilege  of  his  own  fervant  to  attend 
him  conftantly,  and  to  bring  him  whatever  he  may 
require,  and  the  unreftrained  ufe  of  a  fpacious 
yard  to  take  the  air  in  during  the  day  : 

That  in  his  letter  of  the  1 2th  of  Odober,  1 5  78, 
the  faid  J.  Connolly  declared,  *'  That  the  common 
rights  of  humanity  are  denied  to  him,"  2nd  paints 
his  fituation  in  fuch  terms,  as  would  tend  to  in- 
duce a  belief,  that  the  moft  wanton  cruelties  and 
reftralnts  are  impofed  upon  him : 

That  in  confequence  of  a  requefl  of  J.  Con- 
nolly, to  be  heard  in  perfon  by  a  Committee  of 
Congrefs,  this  Committee  have  complied  with  his 
requeft,  when  he  declared,  in  prefence  of  your 
Committee,  "That  excepting  the  refcvaj.nc  of  his 
perfon,  under  the  limits  above  mentioned,  which 
however  indulgent  they  might  appear,  he  con- 
ceived unfavourable  to  his  Hate  of  health,  he  ex- 
perienced every  other  relief  which  could  be  ex- 
tended to  a  perfon  in  confinement." 

That  Jofliua  Loring,  Efq.  Britifh  CommiiTary 
of  Prifoners,    in  his  Letter  to  Mr,  Beatty   of  the 

firli 
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£rft  of  September,  1778,   threatens  to  retaliate  on 
an  American  prifoner  of  war,  of  equal   rank  with 
Lieutenanant-colonel  Connolly,    for  the  fufFering 
which    it    is    pretended     that    officer    endures." 
Whereupon  Refolvedy 

That  Lieutenant- colonel  John  Connolly  can- 
not, of  right,  claim  to  be  confidered  and  treated  as 
a  prifoner  of  war:  but  that  he  was,  at  the  time 
he  was  apprehended,  and  ftill  is,  amenable  to  the 
law  martial,  as  a  fpy  and  emiflary  from  the  Britifh 
army  : 

That  the  repeated  reprefentations  made  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  John  Connolly,  of  the  griev- 
ances he  undergoes,  are  not  founded  on  fa61:s  : 

That  General  Wafhington  be  diredled  to  tranf- 
mit  the  foregoing  refolutions  and  flate  of  fa6is,  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty's  forces  in  New  York;  and  to  inform  the 
faid  officer,  that  if  under  the  pretext  of  retaliating 
for  the  pretended  fufferings  of  a  perfon,  who,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  has  no  right  to  be  confidered  as 
a  prifoner  of  war,  any  American  officer,  entitled 
to  be  confidered  and  treated  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
fhall  undergo  any  extraordinary  reftraints  or  fufFer- 
ings,  Congrefs  are  determined  to  retaliate  on  the 
perfon  of  an  officer  of  the  firfl:  rank  in  their  pof- 
feffion,  for  every  fpecies  of  hardfhip  or  reftraint  on 
fuch  account  inflided. 

Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 

This 
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This  very  extraordinary  refolution  of 
the  American  Congrefs  produced  an  an- 
fwer  from  one  of  the  officers  concerned 
and  named  therein,  which  was  tranfmitted 
to  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  and  a 
copy  of  it  inclofed  to  the  Britifli  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  along  v^^ith  the  follow- 
ing introductory  letter. 

To    Sir    Henry    Clinton,    Commander    in 

Chief,    &c.    &c. 
i 

*'  Having  feen  a  refolve  of  the  American  Con* 
grefs,  wherein  they  order  their  General  to  tranfmit  to 
your  Excellency  by  letter  the  report  of  one  of  their 
Committees  concerning  the  cafe  (and  their  con- 
clufions  thereon)  of  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly,  for 
whofe  exchange  I  preferred  a  Memorial  to  your 
ExcellcHcy  in  Auguft  lafl:,  as  that  report  is  either 
totally  falfe,  or  a  mifreprefentation  of  fatSls,  which 
being  known  only  to  two,  viz,  Mr,  Cameron  and 
myfelf,  and  as  Mr.  Cameron  is  now  gone  to  Britain, 
I  conceive  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  negledt 
to  me  to  allow  that  unfortunate  officer,  Lieut. 
Col.  Connolly,  to  fuffer  through  thefe  mifrepre- 
fentations,  or  to  let  fuch  a  notorious  pervcrfion 
of  truth  pafs  unnoticed  and  undetedted. 

Therefore  by  a  plain  and  impartial  relation  of 
fads,  for  the  truth  of  all  which  I  will  be  anfwer- 

ablej 
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able  ;  I  have  confuted  their  fiiamelefs  and  falfe  af^ 
fertions  thereby  depriving  them  even  of  the  fhadow 
of  an  excufe  for  the  perpetration  of  this  laft  daring 
inftance  of  intended  cruelty;  an  infult  on  reafon, 
humanity,  and  the  law^  of  nations. 

This  anfwer  I  have  prefumed  to  lay  before  your 
Excellency,  imagining  the  neceffary  information  in 
this  matter  might  poflibly  be  wanting,  from  that  oiH- 
cer's  fituation  and  circumftances  not  being  ex- 
plained or  fufficiently  known,  and  flattering  my- 
felf  that  your  Excellency's  v/ifdom  and  huma- 
nity will  endeavour  to  preferve  my  unhappy  fel- 
low-prifoner's  life,  and  enforce  his  exchange. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,    &c.  &c. 

J.  FERDINAND  D.  SMYTH, 
Capt.  Q,  R. 
OyfterBay,  Long  Ifland, 

December  17,  1778. 

To  the  AMERICAN  CONGRESS   at 
Philadelphia. 

WHEN  an  enquiry  after  truth  is  fet  on  foot, 
fron?  whomfoever  the  enquiry  originates,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  every  individual  to  promote  the 
difcovery  of  it;  and,  as  far  as  comes  within  his 
own  knowledge  and  obfervations,  to  make  it  public. 

But  when  the  name  of  an  enquiry  after  truth 
is  proftituted  to  the  purpofe  of  concealing  it,  when 
falfe  aflertions  are  publifhed  to  the  world,  fadlsmif- 
rcprefented,  and  conclufions  thereby  formed  totally 

Vol.  n.  F  f  '  void 


434  -^  Tour  in  the 

void  of  foundation,  and  inconfiftenteven  with  that 
humanity  which  is  now  fupported  by  powers  at 
open  war  with  each  other,  it  then  becomes  an  in- 
difpenfible  duty  on  every  perfon,  in  whofe  power 
itmaybe,  to  fet  thofe  matters  enquired  into,  inatrue 
and  proper  light  ;  and  it  is  alfo  the  duty  of  thofe 
who  ordered  the  enquiry  to  attend  to  every  fuch 
well-fupported  information,  that  is,  if  they  wifh 
to  fulfil  avowed  good  intentions. 

From  thefe  motives  I  am  induced  to  endeavour 
to  fet  you  right,  in  regard  to  the  report  of  your 
Committee  to  you,  concerning  the  cafe  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Coione!  John  Connolly,  a  prifoner  with 
you  :— which  report  being  founded  on  error  and 
wrong  information,  m.ay  have  mifled  you  ;  and  as 
reprefented  by  you,  would  induce  the  world  to  be- 
lieve things  that  are  not. 

That  officer's  cafe,  even  as  your  Committee  re- 
port it,  with  all  their  foftnings  and  difguifes,  is 
lufHciently  diftrelfing  and  cruel.  But  when  im- 
partially related,  as  it  fhall  be  by  me,  muft  inte- 
reft  humanity  itfelf,  and  of  courfe  all  mankind  in 
his  favour,    to   alleviate  his  fufFerings. 

That  this  is  in  my  power  is  well  known  to  you, 
being,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fiyle  me,  one  of  his 
atlociates,  who  was  taken  prifoner  and  fufFered 
along  with  him,  under  your  iron  rod,  for  the 
fpace  of  one  year  and  three  months.  Nor  am  I 
unacquainted  with  the  futility  of  vour  Committees 
of  Enquiry,    having   in  that  time  had  three  upon 

me. 
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iiie,  from  your  Congrefs,  on  account  of  infup- 
portable  confinement.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the 
mofl:  clear  and  fatisfaftory  proofs  againft  thofe  I 
complained  of,  I  was  ftill  left  in  the  cuftody  and 
power  of  my  tormentors. 

At  the  fame  time  I  muft  do  three  of  your  mem- 
bers the  juftice  to  fay,  that  they  behaved  with  po- 
litenefs,  and  appeared  much  fhocked  at  our  treat- 
ment :  they  are  a  Mr.  Wilcot,  from  Connedlicut, 
a  Mr.  Morris,  and  a  Colonel  Rofs,  of  Penfylva- 
nia  :  but  the  injurious  cruel  meafures  of  the  per- 
fecuting,  violent  incendiary,  M'Kean*,  over- 
powered moderation  and  humanity. 

Your  Committee  report.  *'  that  Lieut.  Col. 
John  Connolly,  with  his  two  afTociates,  A.  Cameron, 
and  J.  F.  Smyth,  were  apprehended  by  a  committee 
of  infpe61:ion  as  fpies,  not  in  arms,  he,  amenable 
to  your  law  martial,  &c."  An  affertion  void  of 
truth. 

The  fa6l  is,  that  on  the  '/oth  of  November, 
1775,  a  time  when  you  publickly  difclaimed  all 
intentions  of  independence  or  feparation  from  Great 
Britain,  avowing  allegiance  to  your  Sovereign, 
and  afFedling  only  to  refift  the  Miniftry  and  Par- 
liament, we  were  made  prifoncrs  by  a  company  of 
riflemen,  confifting  of  a  Captain,  a  Lieutenant,  an 
Enfign,  two  Serjeants,  and  thirty  fix  rank,  and 
file,  armed  with  rifles,  tomahawks,  &c.  Lieut. 
(io!.  Connolly,  and  we  aifo,  were  in  arms  againfl 

*  Suice  then  Prefident  ©f  the  Congrefs  for  fome  time. 

F  f  2  you. 
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you,  but  were  overpowered  by  numbers,  cur  arms 
taken  from  us,  which  are  ftill   in  your  poflTefiion, 
and  we  were  taken,   and  always  ftyled  by  you    as 
prifoners  of  war.      That  you  beheld  us  in  that  light 
is  put  beyond  a  doubt,  by  your  exchanging  Lieut. 
Alan  Cameron,   one  of  thefe  aflbciates,  as  you  are 
pleafed  toterm  us,  of  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly,  for  one 
of  your  officers  of  equal  rank,  in  the    latter    part 
of  I777»  or  the  beginning  of  1778, at  Philadelphia: 
and  in   September,    1776,    a    Committee   of  your 
Congrefs  came  to  us  in  prifon,  defining  us  to  pre- 
pare to  be  immediately   exchanged   as    '  prifoners 
of  war^'  which  you  alfo  called  us  in  all  your  writ« 
ings. 

You  fay,  "  that  no  exchange  was  demanded 
for  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly  until  within  thcfe  few 
months." 

This  affertion  is  alfo  without  foundation  ;  for 
even  in  1775,  and  alfo  in  1776,  Lord  Dunmore 
frequently  offered  officers  of  your's,  of  equal 
rank,  in  exchange  for  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly  and 
us,  to  your  Virginia  Governors,  of  which  pro- 
vince you  affisd^ed  to  call  us  prifoners.  But  your 
bugbear  fears  of  us  prevented  you  from  exchang- 
ing- us,  and  are  flill  the  occafion  of  that  unfortu- 
nate  officer's  rigid  confinement. 

You  fay,  *'  that  he  was  clandeftinely  making 
his  way  through  the  country  in  order  to  join,  give 
intelligence  to,  &c.  and  otherwife  aid  the  garrifons 
©f  Detroit  and  Kifkufkes  ;"  and  as  a  proof  of  this 
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aflertion,  you  mention  "  a  letter  from  him,  found 
on  the  perfon  of  Dodlor  Smyth,  who  efcaped  from 
Frederick  Town,  and  was  again  apprehended," 
which  letter  you  acknowledge,  was  written  after 
he  was  taken  prifoner. 

The  truth  is,  that  Lieut,  Col.  Connolly  was 
to  proceed  from  Norfolk  in  Virginia  to  Detroit  in 
Canada,  there  to  take  the  command  of  an  expedi- 
tion, and  he  had  his  inftrudtions  from  his  Majefty's 
Commander  in  Chief.  It  lay  with  him  to  choofe, 
whether  he  would  proceed  to  Canada,  round 
north  by  the  St.  Laurence  and  Quebec,  or  fouth 
by  Cape  Florida  and  the  Miflifiippi,  for  which 
purpofe  an  armed  veflel  awaited  his  commands,  or 
to  travel  by  land  acrofs  the  country  to  Detroit. 
The  latenefs  of  the  feafon  (it  being  then  Novem- 
ber) determined  his  choice  of  the  laft  mentioned 
route,  it  being  not  one-fixth  of  the  diftance  of  the 
others.  We  conceived  ourfelves  very  able  to  pafs 
through  the  country  in  arms,  and  the  event 
fliewed,  that  we  were  equal  to  the  tafk,  having 
pafied  fafe  above  four  hundred  miles,  and  through 
every  place  where  there  was  danger ;  our  being 
taken  at  laft  being  merely  accidental  j  events  which 
frequently  difconcert  the  befl  planned  and  beft 
condudled  enterprifes. 

The  name  of   **  Spy"   applied  to  either  of  us, 

is  perfedlly  abfurd,  as  we  knew   the  country,  and 

the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as   we  could 

defire.     Your   proof  of  our    being    fpies   too    is 
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equally  prepoflerous,  being  '*  a  letter  found  on 
me  written  by  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly  near  a  month 
after  his  captivity,"  and  the  fubflance  of  the  letter 
was,  only  for  the  commanding  officers  at  Detroit 
and  Kifkufkes  to  give  implicit  credit  to  my  in- 
formations to  them.  That  v^e  wifhed  to  be  as 
much  unnoticed  as  poffible  is  certain,  as  "snq  were 
not  fufficient  to  refift  the  attack  of  any  numbers, 
yet  by  rapid  marches  we  were  fuperior  to  any  force 
that  might  accidentally  oppofe  us.  But  that  we 
went  in  a  *'  clandeftine  manner,"  as  you  fay, 
is  utterly  void  of  foundation,  as  will  appear  by 
tracing  our  route. 

That  we  were  *'  amenable  to  your  laws," 
becaufe  we  once  refided  in  thefe  revolted  colo- 
nies, not  even  the  moft  fophiftical  reafoning  can 
reconcile  j  becaufe  you  know,  that  we  oppofed 
your  meafures,  from  the  very  commencement  of 
this  rebellion,  even  in  arms ;  that  none  of  you 
reprefented  us,  or  our  principle;  nor  did  we 
claim  any  protediion  from  you  or  your  govern- 
ment, having  publickly  renounced  your  fociety, 
and  abandoned  our  homes,  to  avoid  your  lawlefs 
snd  ufurped  domination. 

The  demand  of  the  exchange  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Connolly,  in  Auguft  and  September  laft,  was 
occafioned  by  a  memorial  from  me  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  whom,  being  our  laft  Commander  in  Chief, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  remind  of  the  fuiFerings 
^f  piy  unfortiwate  friend. 

But 
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But  the  idea  of  a  retaliation  of  cruelty  I  utterly 
difclaim  j  however  neceflary,  I  fhudder  at  the 
ifhought  of  an  emulation  in  favage  barbarity.  In 
that,  your  fertile  refources  and  ingenuity  will 
enable  you  very  far  to  excel  us. 

As  to  his  treatment- — you  fay,  *'  he  com- 
plains to  you,  that  the  common  rights  of  hu- 
manity are  denied  him." 

That  they  have  been  withheld  from  him  I  can 
very  juftly  aver.  The  following  ftate  of  fails  I 
can  vouch  for  of  my  own  knowledge. 

That,  after  we  were  taken  prifoners,  excepting 
two  or  three  days  when  we  were  feparately  con- 
fined, we  were  all  kept  in  the  fame  room  •,  that, 
during  the  firft  feven  weeks,  his  fervant  was  taken 
from  him,  and  we  fufFered  every  fpecies  of  infult 
daily,  and  were  in  danger  and  dread  of  being 
murdered  every  night. 

That,  when  he  was  thrown  into  Philadelphia 
gaol,  in  January  1776,  Jiis  fervant  was  again 
taken  from  him  and  fent  entirely  away  ;  and  for 
a  long  year  afterwards,  he  fufFered  a  more  fevere 
and  rigid  confinement,  than  any  perfon  can  have 
an  idea  of,  except  thofe  who  have  felt  it  j  a  con- 
finement fo  infupportable,  as  to  juftify  the  moft 
defperate  attempts  to  efcape. 

That  it  was  never  in  his  power  to  fend  out  for 
the  moft  trifling  neceflary  without  paying  court  to 
your  iron-hearted  gaoler  j  and  he  had  not  permif- 
iion  to  fpeak,  even  to  us,  whom  you  are  pleafed  to 
ftyle  his  aflbciates,  although  in  the  fame  prifon. 

Ff4  That 
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That  his  fliarp  talon'd  ravenous  keeper,  by  the 
moll  flagrant  and  iniquitous  charges,  continually 
extorted  from  him  all  the  money  he  could  poffibly 
raife. 

After  his  health  had  been  efFe(Slually  deftroyed 
by  your  moft  horrid  confinement,  you  fay,  "  That 
he  was  then  permitted  to  his  parole  about  Novem- 
ber, 1776.''  An  aflertion  I  mull  alfo  deny;  be- 
caufe  on  the  1 6th  of  December,  1776,  when  I  and 
twenty-five  other  officers  and  foldiers  were  brought 
out  of  your  dungeons,  and  drawn  up  in  irons  be- 
fore his  window,  I  then  faw  that  unfortunate 
officer  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly  in  tears  in  his  cell 
at  feeing  the  irons  cut  our  flefli,  and  to  prevent  it 
he  threw  out  of  his  grates  a  pair  of  gloves  to 
Capt.  M'Lean  and  me. 

In  that  fituation  we  left  him.  But  I  fuppofe,  a 
few  months  imprifonment,  even  in  a  dungeon,  is, 
by  you,  overlooked  as  a  trifle  of  no  confequence. 

Having  myfelf  been  then  carried  to  a  diftant 
place  of  confinement,  I  can  afcertain  nothing  far- 
ther concerning  him,  of  my  own  knowledge.  But 
you  confefs,  "  that  you  threw  him  foon  afterwards 
in  York-Town  gaol,  on  an  information  of  his 
acSling  in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with  the  fp irk  of 
bis  parole."  A  moft  jefuitical  fubterfuge,  whereby 
every  officer  on  parole  might,  with  equal  propri- 
ety, be  clofe  confined,  whenever  it  v/as  found  con- 
venient. 

If  a  prifoner  complies  with  the  letter  of  his  pa- 
role,  it  has  always  been  thought  fufficient.    And 

les 
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let  me  acquaint  you,  that  if  adling  contrary  to  the 
fpirit,  or  even  the  letter  of  their  paroles  was  noticed 
or  puniflied  here,  not  an  officer  of  your's,  now  ac 
large  on  Long  Ifland,  but  would  long  ago  have 
been  clofe  confined. 

It  too  plainly  appears,  that  this  unfortunate  officer 
has  been  equally  injured  by  you  throughout  his  whole 
captivity.  And  now, — Finis  coronal  opus^  your  fole, 
your  mighty  fiat,  your  laft  refolve  breaks  all 
bounds,  and  ftrikes  at  his  life,  as  '  a  fpy,  and  emif- 
fary  from  the  Britifti  army,'  rendering  him  amen- 
able to  a  motley  government,  and  mock  laws, 
originated,  framed,  and  conftru6led  fince  his  cap- 
tivity, months,  and  even  years.  And  to  conclude 
the  whole,  as  an  infult  on  human  underftanding, 
on  Britifh  humanity,  and  on  the  law  of  nations, 
you  order  your  General  to  tranfmit  thefe  refolves, 
a6ts,  and  conclufions  of  iniquity  of  yours,  by  let- 
ter to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  ;  w^hich,  even  as  reprefented  by  yourfelves, 
carry  abfurdity  and  falfehood  in  their  face. 

Your  General,  who  wants  not  fenfe  nordifcern- 
ment,  I  conceive  never  had  a  more  difgraceful 
or  unvvelcome  tafk  impofed  on  him.  If  he 
has  a  fenfe  of  honour  or  fhame  left,  or  that 
amiable  and  diffident  merit  for  which  he  v/as 
once  diftinguiflied,  he  would  much  more  gladly 
undertake  another  Brooklyn,  Brandywine,  Ger- 
man Town,  or  Freehold  affair,  than  fuch  a  tafic 
of  flagrant  iniquity. 

I  'It 
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It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  take  notice,  that 
your  finifhing  *'  refolve  of  making  retaliation  on 
a  Britilh  officer  of  the  higheft  rank  in  your  poffef- 
fion,"  is  only  worthy  of  your  caufe,  and  of  the 
motives  and  men  from  whence  it  originates. 

It  has  always  been  obferved,  that  men  are  fond 
of  entering  on  that  particular  line  in  which  they 
are  confcious  they  can  excel : — hence  your  eager- 
nefs  after  retaliation. 

But  here  again  your  thirll  after  barbarity 
and  blood  has  betrayed  you  into  the  bare-faced 
avowal  of  that  unequal  and  unjuft  retaliation,  of 
"  caufmg  a  Britiih  officer  of  the  higheft  rank  in 
your  power,  to  fuffer  in  the  fuppofed  manner  of  oneof 
your  Lieutenant-Colonels,"  whofe  reflraint  you 
yourfelves  are  alfothe  occafion  of,  by  your  treatment 
of  our  unfortunate  Lieut.  Col.  Connolly. 

However,  this  threat,  and  tte  execution  of  it, 
is  of  a  piece  with  the  whole  of  your  proceedings. 

The  horrid  idea  of  an  emulation  in  cruelty  is 
fhocking  to  human  nature,  and  is  totally  incon- 
fiftent  with  generous  fentiments. 

Thofe  who  are  influenced  by  good  principles 
can  contend,  eveti  with  an  enemy,  in  difinterefted 
generofity,  and  in  anions  fhewing  greatnefs  of 
foul.  An  idea  that  will  probably  aflonifli  you, 
being  fo  far  out  of  your  line  of  condu^. 

Notorious  it  is  to  the  world,  that  you  have 
]cng  fported  with  the  lives  of  men, 

Britons,  even  as  enemies,    have  been  more  mer- 
ciful  to   your  ill-fated  defenders,  than  you    have 

been 
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been,  under  the  fpecious,  but  pretended  name,  of 
friends  and  proteitors. 

The  oppreflion  and  death  of  the  innocent  has 
long  been  faniiiiar  to  you,  and  you  have  alfo  im- 
brued your  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  peaceful 
Quaker,  the  inofFenfive  citizen,  and  the  harmlefs, 
ignorant  ruftic,  whofe  lives  and  religion  you  af- 
feil  to  defend. 

At  laft,  if  poflible,  to  add  to  the  meafure  of 
your  guilt,  you  are  preparing  to  (hed  the  blood  of 
an  innocent  man,  who  has  the  honour  to  bear  his 
Majefty's  commiffion  as  Lieutenant-Colonel,  after 
above  three  years  cruel  imprifonment  in  your  gaols, 
under  the  fandion  of  tribunals,  and  by  conveni- 
ent laws,  made  for  the  purpofe  fince  his  captivity. 

But,  for  the  fake  of  humanity,  I  could  wifh  you 
would  firft  confider  the  dreadful  confequences  of 
fuch  a  ftep. 

Yet,  as  nothing  of  the  kind  from  you  can  fur- 
prife  me,  I  hope,  if  that  ftiould  be  my  friend's 
unhappy  fate,  that  he  will  bear  the  ftroke  with 
a  fortitude  becoming  the  dignity  of  your  much 
injured  Sovereigfty  whom  we  have  the  honour  to 
ferve,  and  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  we  maintain, 

J.  FERDINAND  D.  SMYTH. 
Capt.  Q.  R. 

OyJIer-Bay,  LonglJIand^ 
December y  J7,  ^778. 

The 
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The  Congrefs,  In  a  very  fhort  time  after 
the  above  anfwer  had  reached  them,  or- 
dered the  officer  in  queflion  to  be  re-: 
turned  as  diprifoner  of  war  ^  and  foon  after- 
wards in  confequence  thereof  permitted 
him  to  be  regularly  exchanged. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      LXXV. 

Fatal  Termmation  of  the  War.  Inattfpicious  to  hoth 
Countries.  Confcqiiences  to  America  of  Separation 
from  Great  Britain^  and  of  Independence.  Cojifequences 
of  their  ConneElions  and  Alliance  nvith  France.  Op' 
preffion,  Depopidaticn^  ^c.  of  America.  Unfit  Place 
of  Reftdence.  RefeElions  coticerning  the  American 
JLoyalifls  of  every  Defcription. 


^  I  ^HIS  unhappy  and  unfortunate  war 
A  having  terminated  in  a  manner  fo 
peculiarly  unfavourable  and  inaufpicious 
to  the  future  profperity  of  both  countries, 
particularly  to  that  of  America,  in  a  total 
feparation  of  government,  intereil,  and 
connedions,  as  far  as  people  proceeding 
from  the  fame  origin,  habituated  to  the 
fame  manners  and  cuftoms,  fpeaking  the 
fame  language,  and  profeiling  the  fame 
religion,  can  poflibly  admit  of;  and  what 
is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  and  equally  to 
be  regretted,  this  fatal  event  is  univerfaljy 
confeffed  to  beabfolutely  againfl;  the  known 
and  acknowledged  intereft  of  both. 

For 
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For  thefe  new  formed  United  States  of 
America,  at  the  expence  of  real  free- 
dom and  the  greateft  fhare  of  feUcity  that 
ever  was  or  will  be  pofleffed  by  any  peo- 
ple or  community  upon  earth,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  an  increafing  commerce  and 
population,  of  opulence  and  perfect  fe- 
curity  in  perfon,  property,  and  laws,  of 
a  name,  as  Britifh  fubjeds,  then  held  in 
the  higheft  refped  and  veneration  by  all 
the  powers  in  the  known  world ;  in  fliort, 
at  the  expence  of  every  bleffing  that  could 
pofTibly  be  defired,  pofTefTed,  and  en- 
joyed, not  only  by  the  public  at  large, 
but  by  every  individual  thereof,  have 
acquired  what  is  abfolutely  nothing  better 
than  a  fhadow,  *'  a  momentary,  delufive, 
**  mifconceived  confequence  in  the  eftima- 
"  tion  of  other  powers ;"  which  will  va- 
nifh,  like  the  phantom  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeds, upon  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
and  experience  of  its  deception  and  fal- 
lacy. 

Nay,  they  have  acquired  what  is  worfe 
than  a  fhadow  ;  they  have  fliackled  them- 

felves 
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felves  in  fetters,  which  every  future  ilrug- 
gle  to  difengage  themfelves  from,  v\m11 
only  rivet  more  firmly  and  render  more 
heavy  and  oppreffive  ;  and  to  the  fupport 
of  which  every  year's  experience  will 
evince  them  to  be  altogether  inadequate. 

For  when  the   enormous  load  of  their 
debt,  contradted  during  this  war,    is  con- 
fidered,   the    intereft  of  which   alone    is 
fufficient  to  bear   them  down,    added   to 
their  neceflary  and  unavoidable  expences 
in  fupporting  the  dignity  of  thirteen  dif- 
ferent governments,  with  the  naval,  mi- 
litary,   and    civil    eftabliihments    of    the 
whole;  befides  the  annual  prefents  to  the 
Indians,   and  the  enormous   expences   of 
ambaffadors,     envoys,     &c.     at     foreign 
courts,   to  w^atch  over  their  fkeleton  com- 
merce and  intereft,  to  keep  up  their  fhadow 
of  dignity  as  free,    independent,   and  fo- 
vereign  ftates,   and  to  procure  them  fome 
fmall    degree    of    refped:    among     other 
powers  :   Thefe  vaft  and  continued  expen- 
ditures, compared  with  the  refources  from 
whence  they  all  mull   neceflarily  be  de- 
rived, 
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rived,  viz.  a  country,  inftead  of  advanc* 
ing  in  opulence  and  ftrength,  actually 
immerfed  in  poverty,  and  decreafing  in 
population  in  a  degree  that  might  alarm 
the  moft  powerful ;  a  government  un- 
fettled,  precarious,  and  doubtful,  defti- 
tute  of  energy,  vigour,  and  firmnefs, 
and  adually  incapable  of  enforcing  their 
own  decrees  ;  a  commerce  fluduating 
and  unprofitable,  with  the  balance  of 
trade  in  every  channel  againft  them  ;  two 
thirds  of  their  fubjeds  abfolutely  difaf- 
fe6ted  to  their  rule,  which  is  certainly 
the  cafe,  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been 
alledged  to  the  contrary,  fecretly  wiihing 
for  the  reftoration  of  that  government 
which  has  been  fo  lately  overturned ; 
and  the  remainder  running  into  riots, 
confufion,  and  every  kind  of  culpable 
and  criminal  violence  and  excefs,  in  open 
oppofition  to  and  defiance  of  all  legal 
authority  :  Without  artifans,  without 
manufacturers ;  even  common  labour 
bearing  an  exorbitant  price,  and  feldom 
to  be  procured  at  all:   When  all   this  is 

duly 
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duly  attended  to,  what  profpecfl  is  left  of 
emancipation  for  this  unfortunate  coun- 
try ? 

When  their  intoxication  of  having  fuc- 
ceeded  in  obtaining  their  boafted  fatal 
independence  has  worn  off,  and  the  un- 
avoidable prefTure  of  taxes  begins  to  ope- 
rate and  become  grievous,  then  will  they 
look  back  with  inexpreffible  concern  and 
regret  at  the  happy  time  when  they  en- 
joyed every  felicity,  fecurity,  and  fub- 
ftantial  benefit,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
free  and  mild  government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. They  will  execrate  the  deftrudive 
meafure,  and  moft  fincerely  lament  the 
fatal  period  of  feparation. 

Nor  will  even  hope  itfelf,  the  great 
fupporter  in  afflidlion,  be  left  them  for 
their  comfort,  to  point  out  any  method 
of  extricating  themfelves  from  their  diffi- 
culties. 

For  entangled  in  French  politics,  in- 
thraled  by  ruinous  obligations  to,  and  an 
unnatural  alliance  with  a  nation  totally 
different  from  themfelves  in  habits,  man- 

VoL.  IL  G  g  ners. 
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ners,  and  inclinations,  in  language  and 
fentiments,  in  religion,  in  form  of  go- 
vernment, and,  in  Ihort,  in  every  thing  ; 
their  rulers  corrupted  by  French  gold, 
captivated  by  the  tinfel  parade,  grandeur, 
and  afFedled  amity  of  that  artfuL  per- 
fidious, gaudy  people,  and  influenced  by 
their'promifes  and  fpecious  affability  ;  un- 
equal alfo  to  that  fubtle  nation  in  policy, 
and  infinitely  inferior  in  opulence  and 
power,  what-  poiTibility  is  there  of  the 
American  flates  difengaging  themfelves 
from  their  controul,  or  ever  again  be- 
comir.g  free  ? 

From   this   reprefentation,  which  is  by 
no  means  exaggerated,  every  perfon  with 
the   lead:   fhare   of  difcernment,  or  even 
common  underftanding,    mufl:  plainly  fee 
how  undefirable,  and  indeed  unfit,  a  place 
of  refidence  the  United  States  of  America 
mufl;  be  for  any  one  whatfoever,   either 
needy  or  affluent.     For  fo  far  is   it  from 
being"  poffible  now  to   acquire  a  fortune 
in   that  country,   that   merely    to    retain 
what  one  already  poiTeifcs  without  dimi- 
nution 
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nutlon  is  a  matter  of  difficulty,  and  to 
procure  a  decent  and  comfortable  fab- 
liftence  by  trade  or  labour  mull  be  next 
to  impoffible. 

All  the  foregoing  obfervations  are 
evinced  by  the  amazing  depopulation  of 
thefe  provinces.  A  decreafej^for  the  time, 
unexampled  in  hiftory,  and  clearly  proves 
every  thing  herein  alledged. 

For  the  reafons  raiift  be  weighty  indeed, 
that  would  induce  men  to  abandon  their 
native  land,  their  friends,  fortunes,  snd 
deareil  conne6tions,  and  leave  the  fineil 
climate,  country,  and  foil  in  the  world, 
to  fetile  where  every  thing  is  infinitely 
inferior,  among  ftrangers,  or  in  an  incle- 
ment barren  wildernefs,  and  in  a  region  of 
froils  and  fogs.  Yet  this  is  undoubtedly  the 
caffe  atprefents  and  thus  it  \^\\\  continue. 

So  that,  inflead  of  the  numerous  emi- 
grations that  formerly  crouiled  to  Ame- 
rica, increafmg  her  ilrength,  population, 
and  refources,  wuth  a  rapidity  beyond  all 
example,  the  ftate  of  things  is  now  re- 
verfed,  and  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants 
G  g  2  certainly 
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certainly  are  leaving  the  dominions  of  th« 
American  States  as  fpeedily  as  they  pof- 
fibly  can. 

This  fluduating  ftate  of  the  country, 
and  their  unfettled  verfatile  government 
will  likewife  prevent  a  poffibility  of  any 
exad:  account  of  the  United  States  of 
America  being  given  for  many  years  to 
come,  as  during  that  time  they  will  be 
perpetually  liable  to  changes  ;  fo  that  what 
might  have  been  a  juft  reprefentation  in 
one  year,  may  be  found  totally  different 
in  the  next,  the  inevitable  confequence 
of  their  prefent  fituation. 

Thefe  obfervations  naturally  lead  to  a 
refiedlion  on  the  fituation  of  the  American 
loyallfts  of  every  defcription.  Among 
whom  I  include  all  who  have  been  true 
to  their  fovereign  in  principle,  whether 
they  have  publicly  declared  it  or  not,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  have  openly  avowed 
their  allegiance  and  taken  up  arms  in  fa- 
vour of  Great  Britain  and  the  old  eftab- 
lilhed  government. 

Of  both  thefe  I  confider  the  condition 
of  fuch  as  have  remained  at  their  homes, 

and 
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and  are  now  fubje6t  to  the  domination  of 
the  Congrefs,  as  in  reahty  the  moft  de- 
plorable. 

The  reft  depend  upon  Great  Britain  for 
protection,  and  it  would  be  an  indelible 
ftain  upon  her  honour,  policy,  and  her 
moft  facred  engagements,  were  flie  to  a- 
bandon  them. 

But  the  other  poor  unfortunate  men, 
whofe  hearts  were  as  true  as  loyalty  and 
virtue  itfelf,  and  who  have  been  conftantly 
requeftedto  remain  in  peace  at  their  homes, 
and  were  always  promifed  never  to  be  given 
up  or  forfaken,  and  who,  to  my  know- 
ledge, would  not  have  hefitated  to  fhed 
the  laft  drop  of  their  blood,  had  they  been 
called  forth  in  fupport  of  their  king  and 
country,  have  now  no  power  on  earth  to 
look  up  to  for  protedion  from  the  infults 
and  barbarity  of  their  illiberal,  vindidive, 
implacable  fees  ;  even  hope  itfelf  is  with- 
held from  them,  and  they  muft  be  re- 
duced to  abfolute  defperation. 

Few  have  had  fuch  opportunities  as  I, 
of  knowing  and  being  witnefs  to  the  ar- 
dent zeal,  loyalty,   and  great  defert,    of 

thefe 
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thefe  mofl  unfortunate  people,  and   my 
heart  really  bleeds  for  their  diftreffes. 

How  hard  has  been  the  fate  of  all  thofe 
truly  meritorious  but  unhappy  men,  the 
the  American  Loyalifts  of  every  denomi- 
nation !  True  to  their  king,  faithful  to 
their  country,  attached  to  the  laws  and 
coniiitution,  they  have  continued  firm  and 
inflexible  in  the  midil  of  perfecutions, 
torments,  and  death.  Many  of  them 
have  abandoned  their  homes,  their  friends, 
their  nearefl  and  moR:  tender  connedions, 
and  encountered  all  the  toils  of  war,  want, 
and  mifery  ;  folely  aduated  by  motives 
the  moft  difmterefted  and  virtuous. 

In  fliort  they  have  undergone  trials  and 
fufFerings,  with  a  determined  refjlution 
and  fortitude,  unparalleled  in  hiftory; 
and  have  fubmitted  even  to  death  fooner 
than  {lain  their  integrity,  honour,  and- 
principled  loyalty  vv^ith  the  odious  guilt  of 
rebellion  againft  their  king. 

Yet  thefe  very  men,  whofe  virtues  and 
and    deferts    are   above    eftimation,   have 
been  publicly  traduced,  vilified,  and  de- 
famed. 
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famed,  with  every  fpecies  of  obloquy  and 
and  opprobrious  epithet  appHed  to  them 
and  their  conduct,  by  the  partizans  of  a 
ruinous  fadion  in  this  country,  for  which 
they  have  fhed  their  blood,  and  facrificed 
their  all. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  the  more 
worthy  and  principled  part  of  the  nation 
reprobated  fuch  condudl,  not  only  as  illi- 
Tperal,  ungenerous,  and  unjuft,  but  impolitic 
alfo  in  thehigheft  degree ;  for  fuch  fubjefts, 
as  the  American  Loyaiifts,  Were  highly  to 
be  prized  in  any  government,  and  were 
certainly  entitled  to  every  proteSion  and 
encouragement  that  this  could  beflow. 

For  no  compenfation  whatever  can  be 
adequate  to  the  lofs  fuftained  by  thefe  de- 
ferving  men,  not  only  of  their  pofTeflions, 
and  the  fociety  of  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions, but  of  that  apparently  eftablifhed  fe- 
licity and  afiBuence,  which  they  themfelves, 
and  their  pofterity  after  them,  had  the  prof- 
pedt  of  enjoying   for  ages  to  come. 

•FINIS. 


ERRATA        TO         VOL.        II. 

Page  5,  lines  4  and  5,  rf^^/ fix  miles  broad  and  running  thirty  miles 
north  to  the  fcveral.  P.  10,  1.  15,  dele  ,  P.  23,  for  Chap.  III.  r. 
ill.  P.  33,  I..15,  dele  Q)L  P.  94,  1.  15,  r.  evince.  P.  lOo,  1.  8, 
dele  dreary.  P.  115,  1.  3,  dde  ,  P.  116,  1  3,  r.  quantity.  P.  138, 
1.  17,  dele  feparate.  P.  160,  1.  i  .1,  r.  to  the  temporary  command  of 
the.  1.  22,  r.  can  be  faid.  P.  j66,  1.  10,  r.  manoeuvres.  P. 
I73,  1.  10  and  ir,  r.  hallooing.  P.  179,  1.  16,  for  is,  r.  enjoys.  P. 
iSi,  1.  4,  r.  of  St.  Mary's.  P.  206,  1.  19,  dele  ;  P.  221,  L  24,  r. 
being  alfo  quite.  P.  23c,  1.  I,  de'e  of.  P.  255,  1.  6,  dele  ,  dele  he,  r. 
Hinfon  and  has.  P.  256,  1.  6,  fr  it  is  an  inland  town,  r.  it  is  far 
inland.  P.  258,  I.  6,  for  ftand,  r.  {lands.  P.  2S9,  1.  20,  r.  againd 
me,  was,  P.  296,  1.  ^%,  r.  fcntry.  P.  304,  1.  il,  dele  Firft-ilreet. 
P.  309,  1.  15  and  ij,  for  are,  r.  is.  P.  336,  1.  16,  r.  with.  P. 
.351,  1.  9, /or  who,  r.  which.  P.  353,  1.  6,  dek  ;  and,  P.  368,  1. 
ai,/<.r  two.  r.  twenty. 
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